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VOYAGE 


TO 

The cape OF GOOD HOPE, BATAVIA, 
SAMARANG, MACASSER, AMBOY NA, 
SURAT, &c. 

IN THE YEARS I774. 

BOOK III. 


CHAPTER 1. 

Manner of Life of the Perftes. — neir Chiefs . — 
Their Religion. — The holy Fire. — Their Reverence 
for Fire ; and for Water. — No Bifturhance on 
Account of Religion among the Moors ^ the Gentoos^ 
and the Perjees. — Di/eafes prevalent at Surat. 

TT HE Perfees live temperately ; contrary, 
however, to the cuftom of the Gentoos, they 
cat all kinds of flefh meat, except that of 
oxen, and of hares, in order not to give 
offence to that nation ; but it muft always 
be killed and prepared by their own people. 

Two of them, one of whom, Mant- 
<;hergi by name, is the broker of thf Dutch, 
VOL. III. 3 an4 



and^the other of the Englifli Company, are 
the chiefs of the Perfees who dwell in and 
about Surat ; they are, at the fame time, 
their chief ecclefiaftics, or priefts ; they like- 
wife fettle the difputes that arife among 
them, and the parties muft fubinit to their 
decifions : murder, homicide, and other 
crimes amongft them, which difturb the 
public tranquillity, jire puniflied by the na- 
bob, or governor of the city ; he, however, 
a£ls very circumfpeftly in fuch cafes, be- 
caufe he ftands more in awe of the Perfees 
than of the Moors, or Gentoos, on account 
of their large numbers and greater courage, 
whereby they are left, in fomc meafure, in- 
dependent : fuch heavy criincs, I was told, 
are very fcklom heard of among them , and 
befides, as they all live in Icparate wards, 
in which they do not allow any ilrangcrs 
to rcfide, many things may remain hidden 
among them, which would foon be publicly 
known, if they lived more difperfed. 

The religion of the ancient Perfians, in- 
ftituted hj Zoroaster, and which part of 
that nation have retained to the pfefent day, 
is too well known for me to fay much about ; 
befides which, in order to form a true idea 
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of the, religion of a nation, their language 
fhould be perfeftly underftood, efpecially 
when it is enveloped in abftnafe metaphyfi- 
cal, or allegorical, propolitions ; for the beft 
interpreter is not of any ufe in this point, 
much lefs thofc who are met with here, and 
who can fcarcely tranflate the occurrences of 
dally converfation from one language into 
another. 

Hence I conclude that we rfiall never be 
able, in Europe, to obtain a true idea of the 
various religions of the nations of Afia, that 
of Mahomet excepted, before fome really 
learned man, well verfed in religious and 
metaphyfical difquifitions, takes the trouble 
of learning their language, efpecially that of 
their faints, which is exclufively appropriated 
to the fervices of their religion. 

I ftiall, however, fay fomething, in a few 
words, of the religion of the Perfees at 
Surat, 

In the firft place, they allege that they 
poffefs a genuine copy of the inftitutes of 
Zoroaster. 
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burning to the prefeiit day, without being 
CJrtinguiflied, in their largeft and principal 
temple, which ftands near the Portuguefe 
dty of Daman, The allegations, in this re- 
fped, of the priefts, who, like thofe of other 
fimilar religions, play their parts in a maf- 
terly manner, are blindly and implicitly be- 
lieved by the unenlightened many. They 
moreover take care that this holy fire be 
only expofed once a year to the profane eyes 
of the vulgar ; this is a feftival which^takes 
place in the month of Odober, and marks 
the commencement of their year, and they 
eat, drink, and make merry on the occafion. 

Befides this feftival, they have one every 
month, which is exclufively a religious one, 
and on which they offer up folemn fupplica- 
tions to the divinity. 

Every Perfee likewife offers up a prayer 
every morning, and every evening : in the 
morning he turns towards the rifing fun, 
and in the evening to the moon, if fhe be 
vifible. 

The dement of water is equally an ob- 
jeft of their reverence ; yet only in fo far as 
they believe that the fun, fire, and water, 
»re the pureft: reprefentations of the god- 
head. 
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head, to whom they fay, that they folcly pay 
adoratioji. 

' Their reverence for fire is carried fo far, 
that they will not extinguifh it on any ac- 
count ; they will not even put out a candle 
or lamp. 

When a fire takes place in the town, they 
do not endeavour to quench it with water, 
but try to flop the progrefs of the flames by 
pulling down the houfes and buildings round 
where they rage, till the fire goes out by not 
meeting wherewithal to confume. 

They have fix or feven houfes appro- 
priated to their religion, or churches, as well 
within, as out of the town, in which a 
prayer, fermon, or exhortation, is every day 
pronounced by their priefts ; and in which 
fire is kept conftantly burning, the flames of 
which are fed by the pureft and moft coftly 
wood that can be procured ; this may never 
be blown upon by the breaths of any impure 
creature, but it is kept alive by being fanned 
with a fan* None but a Perfee may enter 
one of thefe buildings. 

In contradiftin6lion to moft other religions, 
they do not endeavour, or defire, to make 
any prohlytcs. 

B3 
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Thefe three diftinft nations, the Moors, 
the Gentoos, and the Perfees, whofe religions 
are widely different from each other, exer- 
cife the greateft toleration and indulgence, 
in this refpeft, towards one another ; no one 
is moleftcd on account of his religion ; they 
may be feen together in, and near, the river, 
offering up their prayers, each to that being 
whom he adores, without any marks of de- 
rifion or contempt being fhewn by any one ; 
this even goes fo far, that the days which one 
perfuafion look upon as holy, are alfo looked 
upon with a degree of veneration -by the 
others : when the holy fire of the Perfees is 
exhibited to the people, no Gentoo will 
either approach, or touch, fire, no more than 
the Perfees themfelves. 

The principal diforders to which the in- 
habitants of thefe countries are fubjed, are 
burning fevers, and the dyfentery. 

I'he burning heats, which prevail here 
from the month of June till Auguft and 
September, are the caufe, it is faid, of the 
former, and the flatulency of the greateft 
part of the ufual food of the inhabitants of 
the latter ; which 1 leave to the determina- 
tion 
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tloii of thofe who are better acquainted with 
pathology than myfelf. 

Few of the natives of the country attain 
to very advanced age. The emperor Au- 
rengzebe, however, lived, according to 
Valentyn, one hundred and three years. 


B4 
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CHAPTER II. 


Coins current at Surat. — Almonds ufed as the lowefl 
Medium of Exchange. — Ancient Grecian and Ro- 
man Coins met with here. — Weights, — Meajures . — 
Lime and Brick-kilns. 

The coins that are current here, arc of 
gold, filver, and copper. 

The coin of gold of the country is the 
mohur, which is gold of twenty-three carat ; 
it goes here for fifteen filver rupees ; though 
its value is not conftantly the fame, but is 
fettled according as gold is at a high, or at a 
low price. All foreign gold coins are only 
taken according to their weigiit and intrinfic 
value. 

Ducats are likewife met with here, but 
no one is-obliged to receive them inpayment 
contrary to his inclination ■, they are diftin- 
guilhed into three forts ; the Venetian du- 
cats, whfeh are worth from 41 to 4vV rupees, 
or f.(s, 7 to 8 Rivers ; all other European 
ducats, to which they give the appellation of 


images. 
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images, and which are current at from 
to rupees, or /.6. 3 to 5 ftivers ; and the 
third, or laft, fort, thofe of Conjlantinople, or 
Stambouli, among which are comprehended 
all other Turkilh, Arabian, and Pcrfian du- 
cats, and which go at from 3^ to 34^ ru- 
pees, ory.3. 16 to 18 ftivers. The value of 
thefe coins is lowered or enhanced in propor- 
tion as more or lefs gold is imported. 

The filver rupee is the ftandard coin of 
the country, the only one which is ftruck in 
the empire of Hindoftan, and is current all 
over it j its real value in Dutch money is 
fcarcely four-and-twenty ftivers, but here, 
among the Europeans, it is calculated at 
thirty ftivers * ; every rupee contains fixteen 
annas ; but the calculation by annas is not lo 
common here as in Bengal: the fradions of 
rupees are generally fettled by pice, which is 
the only copper coin here, and of which 
more 01 left go to a rupee, in proportion as 
copper is at a low, or at a high price ; when 

* Mr. STAvommjs here gives theaflay.andwei^tof the 
rupee, accoiding to the Dutch denominations; the reader is 
referred on this fubjeft to the note fubjoined to page 460 of 
the firft volume, where the aflay, real weight, ftandard 
weight, and intrinfic value, of the ropee, is given from Sir 
Isa ac Newton’s Table. T. 


I was 
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I was at Surat, fixty-four pice were given 
for a rupee: it is faid that there are alio 
leaden pice, but I faw none of them. 

In the fame way as cowries are made ufe 
of in Bengal, as the loweft medium of ex- 
change, almonds, which are called badams, 
are employed for that purpofe here ; the 
comparative value whereof, is, as may eafily 
be conceived, more liable to variation, than 
any other reprefentative medium*. 

No other money is current here, and all 
foreign coins are taken according to their 
weight and aflay 5 but the Mexican dollars, 
or pieces of eight, known among the native;? 
by the appellation of raal lakria, mull, if 
weight, contain feventy-three waals : their 
value is uncertain, running from /i3i8 to 
^^324 per hundred f, and fometimes, but 
feldom, a little higher, 

* When OviNGTON was at Surat, about fixty bitter al- 
monds was the current rate of a pice. Thevenot fays lixty- 
eight I he adds, that the almonds that pafs for money at Surat, 
come from Perjia, and are the fruit of a Ihrub that grows on 
the rocks. T. 

I Oi* about 5y. c^d. to about 5/. i id. per dollar. Accord- 
ing to Ricard, pieces of eight go at Surat, viz. 

100 Mexican dollars for 217J- rupees, 

100 Peruvian di to for 218 ditto. 

100 New Spanilh dollars for 2 14 ditto. T, 

What: 
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What are called imperial dollars, are alfo 
brought hither, to a confiderable amount, 
from Mocha and Jedda : they are cither 
bought up by the Europeans at the rate of 
two rupees, or three gilders, apiece, or are 
fent to the mint, in order to be refined and 
coined into rupees. 

Ancient Grecian and Roman copper coins 
are likewife fometimes met with here, fomc 
of which I have got in my polTeflion. They 
have probably been difperfed by the wars 
of thofe nations in Perfidy Parthky Egypt, 
and the furronnding countries, and brought 
hither, among other coins, by the Armenian, 
Perfian, and Arabian merchants. 

The weights are very various here, and 
are regulated according to the nature of the 
commodities to be weighed. 

The maund is here, as in Bengaly the gene- 
ral ftandard weight, by which moft kinds 
of goods are reckoned ; but it is diftinguiflied 
into fevcral forts, as is the feer-y the contents 
of the fcveral fpecies of weights arc, viz. 

The feer kalfah, or lingle Jeer, pound 
Amfterdam. 

The feer pakka, which is the double of 
the former, if? ditto. 


The 
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The maund kalfah contains forty fingle 
feer^ or 34!- pounds : this is ufed for weighing 
alum, arcca, tortoifefhell, elephants’ teeth, 
grain, indigo, copper, lead, redlead, brafs, 
quickfilver, fandalwood, fait, tin, fteel, ver- 
million, iron, &c. 

A maund of 404 fingle feer^ or 
pounds, is ufed for weighing of laffron. 

A maund of 41 feer^ or 35 pounds, for 
raw fugar. 

A maund of 42 feer^ or 36/^ pounds, for 
lamp-oil, almonds, flower of piftachio, cat- 
choo, camphor, cinnamon, cardamom, cot- 
ton, cotton-yarn, coffee, cumminfeed, co- 
rianderfecd, dried ginger, mace, filberds, 
cloves, nutmegs, black piftachio-nuts, falt- 
petre, fapanwood, tea, wax, foap, &c. 

A maund of 43 J Jeer, or 37 3?^ pounds, for 
fugarcandy. ^ 

A maund of 44 feer^ or 374^ pounds, for 
gum arable, alfa foetida, Bengal pepper, 
cown-ics, galls, gumlack, rolin, cubebs, brim- 
ftone, &c. 

A/ ca?2dil is twenty maund kalfah^ or ten 
piaund pakka ; but thefc are Bengal maunds^ 
which contain eighty fingle, or forty double 
feer) thus a candil is 690 pounds Amftcrdam 

weight : 



weight : it is by this weight that capoc is 
fold! 

A harrah is fevcn maund kaljab, or 241 1 
pounds. 

Gold and filver are calculated in the fol- 
lowing proportions: 

A Jeer kalfah is thirty-five tola ; 

A tola is thirty-two loaal, or twelve majja ; 

A majfa is 2| waal, or eight retti ; 

A retti is four nilly. 

Two and a half tola are equal to one 
Dutch ounce j a Jeer kalfah is therefore four- 
teen ounces ; a waal is eight aas ; a ttiajja 
2i \ aas‘, a retti 2 ) aas ; and a nilly ] aas 

Thevenot fays that a tola makes fifty-fix 
carats. 

Pearls are weighed hy Janets, one of which 
is twenty-four retti, or 204 carats, each retti 
being carat. 

A fangi is alfo 3 30 choino-, 

A chouw is -IvT of a grain ; 

A chou’w is likewife fixteen annas ; 

And an anna is , n, of a grain. 

Diamonds are taken by retti; one hua- 

* An Englith ounce troy is utaal, or valis. Ri- 
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dred retti is equal to eighty-five carats, a 
retti being 4^ of a carat, or io| grain. 

A retti is likewife twenty wajfa ; 

And a wajja is of a grain. 

TheyW, which, though an Englifh mea- 
fure, is familiarly known to the natives by 
the fame name, is one ges and eight tejfoe, 
or I } gesy a ges being twenty-four teJJ'oe. 

The llandard^i^j of Surat is irV Dutch ell. 

The bazar ges of Surat^ or that which is 
ufcd upon the bazars, and in the Ihops, is 
Dutch elh 

The Ifandard ges of Baroche is of a 
Dutch ell. 

The bazar ges of Baroche is of a 
Dutch ell. 

Tlie Baroche ftandard ges is cxa611y as 
much Ihorter than a Dutch ell, as the Surat 
ftandard ges is longer ; which is equally the 
cafe with the bazar ges of both places. 

Diftances are reckoned by cofs^ each of 
which is full half of a Dutch mile. 

The above is taken from a particular re- 
port/ made on the fubjeft by Meffieurs Zi- 
VEERS DE Landes and David Kelly, 
Ipecially appointed to form fuch a ftatement 

by 
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by the diredion of ^uraty by order from the 
fupreme government at Batavia^ in the year 

1758- 

The burning of lime, and making of 
bricks, though a great nuifance, is of little 
importance or value to the city. Thefe 
trades are carried on in the fuburbs ; and in 
calm weather, the methods obferved in them 
occafion a moft ofFenhve fmell, and impreg- 
nate the air with very noifome vapours. A 
certain fort of coralline, flony earth, is made 
ufe of for the former; this they throw toge- 
ther in a heap, mix it, and cover it with 
cowdung, and fet the whole on fire, and it 
fometimes continues burnintj; for a fortnieht. 
The material of which they make bricks is 
a clayey earth, which they mould at the 
I'pots where it is dug, fet them iu heaps, and 
bum them with cowdung. The manipula- 
tion of both articles is, however, performed 
in a llovenly and awkward manner. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER III. 

Cartu — Hackeries . — Palankeens . — Ships and Ship- 
building. — Defer iption of the old or holy Ship. — It 
was deftroyed in 1777 . — Mode of building Ships at 
SuR AT. — Durability of their Vejjels. — Great Ex- 
pence of their ConjiruStion. 

Th E carriages which arc made ufe of to 
convey goods about the town, and up the 
country, are carts of a Ample conftruftlon, 
running upon two wheels, upon which, when 
the carts are leaden, they are nearly upon a 
poife ; they are drawn by one or two oxen, 
which are here, in general, of a pretty large 
fize. 

The carriages, or hackeries., which the na- 
tives ufe to ride about in, go likewife upon 
two wheels. The body of the carriage is 
placed in the middle upon the axletree ; it is 
large enough for two people to fit in it 
with their legs crolTed under them ; it has a 
circular covering over it, generally of white 
linen, open at the fides when men ride in 

them, 
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them, but clofed all round when women ard 
the paflengers. The belly and legs of 
the oxen (for horfes arc only ufed for the 
faddlc) arc frequently painted of a light rofe- 
colour, and the horns are gilt either with 
gold or filver ; they have little bells hung 
round the neck, by which the foot-palfengers 
can hear them when they approach : the 
coiiduftor fits, as the coachmen do with 
us, on a feat before the body of the carriage ; 
he guides the oxen by a fingle rein on each 
fide, which pafles through the cartilage of the 
nofe, and he urges them on, when necefiary, 
by a ftick, with which he goads or pufhes 
them. 

People of high rank, or of great wealth, 
are carried about in palankeens, or litters, as 
I have before mentioned in my obfervations 
upon •Bengal. 

As Sura^ is a large and ancient place of 
trade, and a feaport of confiderable import- 
ance, there is no want of fliips and veffels of 
various kinds and fizes, which are either 
built here, or are brought hither completely 
finifhed, for fale or charter. 

The fliips which are built here, cofl, it is 
true, very dear, but they arc able to nayi- 
VOL. HI. c gate 
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gate the feas for a hundred years together. 
There was a fluip here in exiftence, which 
performed a voyage to Mocha and back in the 
}ear 1770, being freighted on account of Mr. 
Sluiskens, the fecond of the Dutch faftory 
at Surat^ of which the time when it was 
built is not known ; and only that, in a let- 
ter, written by Mr. Zwaardekroon, the 
then direftor of Surat^ to the government 

Batavia^ in the year 1702, it is called the 
old Jhip^ although from that time, till the 
year 1770, it performed an annual voyage to 
the Red-lea. 

This Ihip was always known by the ap- 
pellation of the holy Jloip^ bccaulc the pil- 
grims from India, going to, or returning 
from, Mecca, always took their paffage on 
board of her ; and, on the fame account, that 
Ihip had a peculiar privilege at Mocha and 
Jedda, of taking on board a certain number 
of cherts and boxes, free of duty ; which pri- 
vilege was the more valuable to the owners, 
as the duties exatled at thofc places arc ex- 
ceffivcly high. 

When I was at Surat on my firft voyage, 
this Ihip was a-grouiid, about half a Dutch 
mile below the city, and fo near falling to 

pieces, 
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})ieces, that I did not think the owiicrS would 
be at the charge of repairing her again ; in 
effed, when I \Vis at Surety in the year 
1 777, on my fecond voyage thither, the was, 
as I have before mentioned, entirely deftroyed 
by the laft violent afflux of the riveri 
I computed it to be one hundred and thirty, 
or thirty-five, feet from ftem to fl-ern. It 
was built like a frigate, with three marts, 
and cut away full as (harp at the boW as our 
(hips. The ftern, as tradition fays, had been 
that of an Englilh (hip, which was Joft in 
this river ; it has at leaft much refemblance 
to the reprefentation of the (hips of the 
lart century. It had two decks, like wife a 
quarter-deck, and forecaftle ; the gunroom 
was very large ; the height between the 
decks was fcarcely five feet ; the cabin was 
adorned within with a great deal of carving, 
and not the leaft piece of wood was left 
without fome foliage or imagery. Upon the 
quarter-deck were, as in our (hips, little huts 
or cabins, and before them a fixed awning, 
fuch as we call a wafelkraam ; the catheads 
were exceffive heavy pieces of timber, twice 
as large as thofe of a (hip of one hundred and 
fifty feet. The cables run over the top at 
c 2 the 
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the bow, in a deep notch, as our towlinea 
^re done. The bowfprit was not fixed upon 
the ftem, but at the right fide of it. 

This fhip belonged to a Turkifh merchant 
called I’jillebey who had feveral other fhips. 
He is one of the principal merchants of the 
city, and greatly refpefted by the nabob. 

They do not build their Ihips in the fame 
manner as the Europeans ; moft of the tim- 
bers are fitted in after the planks have been 
put together. There was one built while I 
was at Suraty in what is called the Englifh 
yard ; it appeared to me to have about one 
hundred feet length of keel : it flood in a 
kind of graving-dock ; if a large excavation, 
clofed towards the river by a dam, without 
a flone facing, or any thing that refembled it, 
may deferve that appellation 

They do not put the planks together as we 
do, with flat edges towards each other, but 
rabbet them ; and they mak6 the parts fit 
into each other with the greateft exaftnefs, 

* hey ifo not thus launch their fliips, as we do, from flips ; 
tut, when fufficicntly finiflied for floating, they dig through 
from the water to the fort of docks mentioned above, which 
they call cradles, where the Ihips are, as it were, dropped into 
th« bi-ou£;ht up to then?* f« 
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beftowing much time and attention upon this 
operation ; for this purpofe, they fmear the 
edges of the planks, which are fet up, with 
red lead, and thofe which are intended to be 
be placed next, are put upon them, and 
prelTed down, in order to be able to difeern 
the inequalities, which are marked by the 
red lead, and afterwards taken away : they 
repeat this till the whole fits exaftly ; they 
then rub both edges with a fort of glue, 
which becomes, by age, as hard as iron, and 
they cover it with a thin layer of capoc, after 
which they unite the planks fo firmly and 
clofely with pegs, that the feam is fcarcely 
vifible, and the whole feems to form one en- 
tire piece of timber. 

They fit the timbers and beams in the 
fame way to the planks ; fo that a piece of 
wood is fometimes put in and taken out 
more than ten times before it is fixed for good 
and all 

Inftead of bolts, they make ufc of pieces of 
iron, forged like fpikes, the point of which 

* The knees, or crooked timbers, are generally of the 
natural growth into that form, without being forced or warped 
by fire, efpecially where particular care is taken of the coa- 
Arudion, aud no expence fpared. T. ^ 

c 3 
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IS driven through, clenched on the infide, , 
and again driven into the wood. They make 
the iron which they employ for this purpofe 
very tough and flexible 

The tedioufnefs of their method, together 
with the dearnefs of timber they employ, 
which muft be brought hither from difl:ant 
places, make fhip-buikling very dear here, 
but, at the feme time, their veflcls arc very 
Jafting, and can go to fca for many years, 

* They have alfo a peculiar way of preferving their fhips* 
bottoms, by occahonaliy rubbing into them an oil which they 
call wood-oil, which the planks imbibe, and it ferves greatly, 
to noiifilh and keep them from decay. The mailing generally 
ufcd in the country. lliips, are pohoon-mafts, chiefly fiom the 
Malabar coall ; but for the cordage, what is worth any thing, 
muft come from Europe ; their coir-ropes being, for either 
running or ftanding rigging, more harfli and untra^able than 
what is produced from hemp. Coir-cables, however, are 
Very ferviceable, and have their excellencies, as we have be- 
fore feen, in oppofition to the European cables \ they laft 
much the longer in fait water, frefti being apt to rot them. 
Their anchors are moftly European, our iron being much 
better, and better worked. With fails, they are very well 
fuppplied by the country-manufaefture of cotton intoa failcloth 
called dungaree, which, though not fo ftrong or lafting as 
canvas, Hollands duck, or viiry, is, whilft in ufe, more pliant, 
and lefs apt to fplit than they are. For pitch, they have the 
gnm of a tree called danmer, which is not at all inferior to the 
other, r. 
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before any repairs of the hull are* at all 
wanted. Caulking of the feams, as may 
cafily be conceived, does not come in quef- 
tion here; for if they once give way> the 
whole bottom is of very little value. 

The Ihip that I faw building, was con- 
traced for feventy-five thoufand rupees, or 
12.500 — Dutch, and was intended to 
load one thoufand nine hundred canaflers of 
fugar, or one hundred and ninety lafts. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Great Beeline in the Power of the Mogul Emperors,^ 
Caujes thereof — Reflexions on the Rfe and Downfall 
of Empires -Superflition a firm Support of arbitrary 
PowsTy inftanced in the Empires of Per^ — 
Persia — fhe Ottoman Porte. — Conquefts 
greatly contribute to cement the Power of a State . — • 
Jnftances from the Hiftory of Carthage — Rome 
-•The Mogul Empire under and after Aurengzebe, 
— Encroachments of the Engliflj w H i n dostan. — 
Means by which they became Mafters c/S hr 
count of the whole TranJaStion from Cambrioqe’s 
War in India. — Capture ofS^^kTbythe Englip 
Forces under Captain Maitland, 1759. — 
Agreement between Atchund and the Englip.’^ 
They obtain Pojfeflion of the Caftle and Tanka . — 
Confirmed therein by the Mogul, '--•Dutch Account of 
the Affair. ..^Contrail between Farischan and 
the Englifh Company. 

J H^\VE before already madeFome mention^ 
in a curfory manner, of the great decay 
which the power of the Mogul Emperors has 
undergone ; their fovereign authoritj^ is now 
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fo much circumfcribed, that they arc not 
even matters over their own perfons. 

The caufes hereof are no other than fuch 
as are found to prevail in almoft all defpotip 
ftates. 

The fovereign, feated upon his throne in 
the interior of his empire, cannot himf^lf 
pay any attention to the provinces that are 
diftant from the feat of government 5 but is 
obliged to confide the adminiftration of them 
to lieutenants, whofe oppreflive difpofition 
far exceeds that of the monarch himfelf; 
v/hile, though they are not entirely diverted 
of awe for the throne, yet, by forming con- 
federacies with the neighbouring princes, or 
amongft themfclves, they become, in their 
turn, objefts of apprehenfion to the fovereign. 

I could adduce many inftances of the above 
from hiftory, if they were not as generally 
known, as the truth of the propofition is 
clear and evident. 

There arc three methods by which, ac- 
cording to my judgment, the power and dig- 
nity of large and extenfive empires, can be, 
and have been, cemented and maintained. 

Firft, by means of the laws, the execution 
of which belongs e;?cclufively to the monarch, 

to 
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to which he, as well as his lieutenants, are, 
at the fame time, fubjedl, and whereby both 
he and they arc kept within bounds, and pre- 
vented from oppreffing the lower ranks, fo 
that they may not have any caufe or induce- 
ment to oppofc the juft authority of the 
prince, to rife in rebellion againft him, or put 
thcmfclvcs under the protedion of a foreign 
power. 

Next, by means of ftiperftition, by which 
fubjefts attached by religious prejudice to the 
family of their princes, on account of the 
ftipernatural origin to which they may lay 
claim, believe that their whole welfare de- 
pends upon the confervation of that race. 
The monarch is hereby enabled to rule with 
the moft abfolute fway, as long as this belief 
is predominant, without having ever any 
caufe to fear that any one will be fool- hardy 
enough to oppofe his will. We have an ex- 
ample of this in the ancient Peruvians, who 
were moft firmly perfuaded that their kings 
were the children of the fun, and that they 
brought with them to earth an heavenly 
bond that the people over whom they reigned 
fliould always profper; whence many of that 
nation preferred to fuffer death with their laft 
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king, Atha Balipa, than live to encounter 
the evils threatened under another govern- 
ment. 

In this fame manner, too, Thevenot in- 
forms us that the Perfians are firmly affured 
that no one can have, or has, any title to be 
their fovereign, but one that is a defeendant 
from one of the twelve Imams, of whom 
Am was the firfl: ; that they, in confequence, 
never look upon him but with fear and trem- 
bling, and have fuch refpeft for him, and 
pay fo blind an obedience to all his orders, 
that, howunjuft foever his commands may 
be, they perform them, though againft all 
law, both of God and Nature*. 

Like wife that the Janiflaries, in the Turk- 
ifh empire, though in their mutinies they 
fometimes depofe and murder their fove- 
reigns, yet they fo much refpeft the blood of 
their prince, and have fo great a veneration 
for the race of the firfl: Othoman or Os- 
man, that they never fo much as dream of 
altering the fucceflion from that family +. 

In the third place, another means of add- 


» Suite du Voyage du levant, tom. III. chap, xi. and xiii. 
F nyage du Levant^ tom, I. p. 243. 
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ing ftrcngth and fecurity to empire, is that 
of conqueft, by which the fear and re- 
fped: of the fubjeds for their vidorious mo- 
narch are more and more augmented, and 
his greatnefs and power are magnified much 
beyond what they really are, while his re- 
fentment and revenge are dreaded for the 
flighteft offence. It is by this that that 
flavifh fear is created, which Montesquieu 
fuppofes a neceffary foundation of arbitrary 
power ; and we find his obfervation verified 
both in ancient and modern hiftory. 

As long as Carthage waged war againft 
the Romans, with equal fortune, fhc held 
her conquered provinces, and Spanifli fub- 
jeds, in controul, notwithftanding they were 
opprefTcd by numberlefs vexations, by ex- 
tortions of money, and by requifitions of 
men, which exhaufted the land ; their bear- 
ing thefe injuries could only be aferibed to 
the fear of the power, and vengeance of the 
Carthaginians. But no fooner did Carthage 
ceafe to conquer, and her power begin to 
decline, than they fhook off .their fears, and 
cither chofe other mafters, or reinftated 
themfelves in their original ftate of inde-. 

Juft- 
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Juft fo it was, too, with Rome herfclf, 
when Ihe had no conquefts to boaft of 
out of Italy, and when involved in the firft 
and fccond Punic wars j efpecially in the be- 
o-inniiw of the latter, when fortune fmiled 
upon the arms of Carthage^ their furround- 
ing allies, or rather their fiibjeds, imme- 
diately dilmilTed all apprehenfions of the re- 
fentment of Rome ; and when they faw her 
deprived of the Camilli, the Quintii, the 
Fabricii, and other great and confummatc 
generals, who had fo often made them feel 
the power of the Roman people, they ccafcd 
to pay her their obedience. 

Afterwards, when the Roman empire had 
attained the fummit of glory, and of great- 
nefs, and began to bow under its own un- 
wieldy weight, when conquefts were no 
more heard of, and no new nations received 
the Roman yoke, firft the more remote and 
then the nearer nations Ihook off their al- 
legiance to the tottering coloffus, or were 
fubdued by others hitherto unnoticed and 
unknov/n, till they gradually left to Rome 
no more than the lhadow of what fhe was. 

Not to fay any thing more of other mo- 
narchies, the Mogul empire, and that of 

Hindoftan 
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flavifh fear is created, which Montesquieu 
fuppofes a neceffary foundation of arbitrary 
power ; and we find his obfervation verified 
both in ancient and modern hiftory. 
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Juft fo it was, too, with Rome herfelf*, 
when Ihe had no coiiquefts to boaft of 
out of Itafyy and when involved in the firfl; 
and fccond Punic wars ; efpccially in the be- 
ginning of the latter, when fortune fmiled 
upon the arms of Carthage^ their furround- 
ing allies, or rather their fubjefts, imme- 
diately difmiiTcd all apprehenfions of the re- 
fentment of Rome ; and when they faw her 
deprived of the Camilli, the Quintii, the 
Fabricii, and other great and confummatc 
generals, who had fo often made them feel 
the power of the Roman people, they ceafed 
to pay her their obedience. 

Afterwards, when the Roman empire had 
attained the fummit of glory, and of great- 
nefs, and began to bow under its own un- 
wieldy w^eight, when conqucfls were no 
more heard of, and no new nations received 
the Roman yoke, firft the more remote and 
then the nearer nations (hook off their al- 
legiance to the tottering coloffus, or were 
fubdued by others hitherto unnoticed and 
unknown, till they gradually left to Rome 
no more than the (hadow of what (he was. 

Not to fay any thing more of other mo- 
narchies, the Mogul empire, and that of 
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Huidoftan have undergone the fame fate^ 
As long as their fovereigns were conque- 
rors, no one dared to rife againft them* 
and if they did, they were without delay 
brought again to their obedience : but no 
fooner did conqueft leave the imperial ban- 
ners upon the death of Aurengzebe, than 
each of the conquered princes, and the lieu- 
tenants of the Mogul, no longer reftrained 
by the fear of their fovereign's vengeance, 
who waged no other wars than with his 
own relations, and who could do little 
without their afliftance, renounced their de- 
pendence upon the court of De/i/y, difre- 
garded the mandates of the Mogul, and 
ufurped the fovereign authority of their re- 
fpeftive diftrids. 13 
The journal of Mr. Ketelaar, who 
went as ambalTador from our Company to 
the court of the great Mogul, in the years 
1 71 1 and I/I2, thus only four or five years 
after the death of Aurengzebe, affords fe- 
veral^ examples of the way in which the or- 
ders of the court were obeyed by the go- 
vernors of the provinces : and this has at 
laft brought the empire into that ftate of de- 
bility, that it has not been able to repel a 
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handful of Europeans, nor to prevent them 
.from penetrating into the moft interior parts 
of the empire, and making themfelves maf- 
ters of the richeft provinces. 

Bengal^ Babar, Orixa, part of Coromandel^ 
and Suratf are now almofl: wholly under 
the dominion of the Englifli, and the trea- 
fares which formerly flowed into the coffers 
of the emperor from thefe wealthy domains, 
are now diverted to the purpofe of main- 
taining their prefent mailers in the pofleffion 
of them. 

The wars which that nation have wagfed 
in thofe countries are well known ; but as 
no true idea can be formed of the adlual 
political fituation of Surat^ without being 
acquainted with the manner in which the 
Englilh became mailers here, and have con- 
tinued till now in polfeirion of the caftle, 
upon which that of the city depends, I 
lhall communicate the particulars thereof, 
lirfl:, according to their own accounts, and 
then agreeable to ours, where they may 
differ. 

The Mogul emperor, having much i/i- 
terell in the preferving the navigation and 
trade to and from Surat, free from molella- 
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tion, and not being inclined to maintain st 
naval power himfclf, entered into a con- 
traft with the Siddee, an Arabian, who, 
though of an obfeure origin, had found 
means to collcft a fleet fufBcient to ren- 
der the neighbouring coafts infccure and 
he nominated him his admiral, with a yearly 
revenue of three lacks of rupees, or four 
hundred and fifty thoufand gilders, for which 
he was to keep the coaft free from the 
ravages of pirates. The payment of this 
film was made, partly out of the revenues 
of fome adjacent lands, and partly from 
the revenues of Surat ^ which was to be an- 
nually paid him by the governor of that 
place. 

But when the government of Surat failed 
in the payment thereof, about the year 1750, 
or 1751, the Siddee took an opportunity, 
under the colour of claiming his arrears, to 
fend fome of his cruifers into the river of 
Surat^ at a time when the monfbon was 


* /The Siddee was chief of a colony of Coffrees, or 
negroes, f om the coaft of /Ifrkoy and from MaJa^afear, who 
having been fettled at Dundee-Rajapore^ carried on a confidc- 
rable trade there, and liad likewife many veflcls of force, 
Cmhridgis War in India^ page 316, ST. 
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fetting in, and then made a pretence of the 
feafon for their remaining there, which docs 
not appear to have excited the fufpicion of 
the sovernor of Surat. Siddee Mussoot, 
the commander of the fquadron, profiting by 
this fupinenefs, made ufe of the opportunity 
to get fome kind of footing in the govern- 
ment, and to feize unexpeftedly on the 
caftle ; which he held till his death, which 
happened in the year 1756, and left the pof- 
I'cflion of that fortrefs to his fon, as his law- 
ful fuccclTor. 

Mussoot not only retained the govern* 
ment of the caftle, but greatly encroached on 
that of the town, and appropriated to himfelf 
one-third of its revenues. Another third 
had long fince been annually paid to the 
Marattas, and by them farmed out to an 
officer who refides at Surat. The walls 
of the town, with the affiftance of the 
Europeans who have fadories there, are a 
fufficient defence againft thefe plunderers; 
but as they are at all times mafters of the 
whole country up to the very gates, it has 
been thought expedient to pay them duly 
their allotment, rather than fubjed the in- 
land trade to the many delays and difficul- 
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tics with which It is in the power of the 
Marattas to clog and interrupt it. They 
are continually hovering about the place, 
and watching for invitations, which through 
the inconftancy and fluftuation of the go- 
verning powers of the city and caftle, they 
might eafily receive; and though they know 
that the confequence of their admiffion into 
the town would be the abfolute lofs of their 
revenue for the future (for their govern- 
ment, wherever . eftablilhed, is fatal to 
trade), yet from their habitual paffion for 
plunder, they arc ever feeding themfelves 
with hopes that fome governor, in the de- 
cline of his power, will open the gates and 
Invite them to a prefent booty, which no 
arguments of reafon or policy could reftrain 
tliem from feizing. 

One Meah Atchund had applied to 
them for their affiftance, to turn out Novas 
Allee Chan from the government, who 
likewife entertained a fecrct correfpondence 
with fome of the Maratta chiefs, and to 
be himfclf invefted with thd government. 
Meah Atchund was brought by a party 
of Marattas from Poona to the walls of the 
town. Having fo far availed of their afEft- 
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ance, he difcardcd them; for the SiddSE, 
{(referring him to Novas Allee ChaN» 
Whoih he thought to be more dangeroufly 
conneaed with the Marattas, agreed to join 
MeaE Atchund> and eftablilh him in the 
city, upon the condition that he would ab- 
lolutcly renounce their alliance. 

The government of the city being thus 
continually weakened by the encroachments 
of the caftle upon the town, it was daily 
expeded that the Marattas would take ad- 
vantage of this ftate of anarchy, to make 
themfelves mafters of the city, for which 
the internal ftate of the place feemed to be 
fully ripe, by the law'efs behaviour of the 
Siddee’s fon, who filled the, city with riot 
and murders, while new exadions and ad- 
ditional burdens were daily laid upon trade, 
and grew to be intolerable. 

In the year 1758, earneft application was 
made to Mr. Ellis, the Englilh chief at 
Surat, by the principal merchants and in-_ 
habitants of the city, defiring him to recom- 
mend it to the prefidency of Bombay, to fit 
out an expedition for the taking poireffion 
of the caftle and tanka (which was the ap- 
pellation given to the yearly confideration 
D 2 paid 
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paid to the Siddee, for the proteftion of 
the coaft from pirates). They enforced 
their folicitations by entering into an ob- 
ligation to become refponfible, for five years, 
for any deficiency in the revenues of the 
caftle and tanka^ which were eftimated at 
two lacks of rupees per annum. 

Pharrass Chan, who had been nalh^ or 
deputy-governor, to Meah Atciiund, and, 
properly fpeaking, the ading magiftrate, had 
regulated the police to the fatisfailion of 
the whole city; it was therefore propofed to 
have him for governor, fince ho had fuf- 
ficiently fliewn how well he was qualified 
for it by his condud and behaviour while he 
aded as fecond. 

Thefe propofals were the more readily 
approved and accepted, as the Englifii com- 
plained that they had been often grievonfly 
oppreffed by frauds, extortions, and many 
impediments thrown purpofely in the way 
of their bufinefs; as alfo by frequent in- 
fults, violences, and even murders, com- 
mitted on their fervants, with a total difre- 
gard to the protedion and privileges of the 
Company. 

It was alfo a confideration of no finall 

weight, 



[ 37 ] 

weight, that the polTeflion of the caftle 
would be a fecurity againft entertaining ap- 
prehenfion of the Marattas. 

Thefe were arguments for undertaking 
fuch an enterprize at any time ; but what 
determined the prefidency of Bombay to 
come to a decifive refolution on the fubjeft, 
and at lafl caufed the expedition to take 
place, was the weight and influence of the 
Iquadron of men-of-war which was at 
Bombay in the year 1759, under Admiral 
PococK, who promifed to reinforce the 
Company’s armament with two of his (hips. 

Mr. Ellis had taken great pains to ob- 
tain a thorough knowledge of the ftate of 
affairs, and inrerefts of the feveral perfons 
concerned in the government of the city 
and caftle, during his r^fidence there j and 
had, with no lefs judgment, concerted a 
plan for fettling it upon a better eftablifli- 
ment. 

Mr. Spencer, who fucceeded Mr. Ellis, 
communicated to the governor and council 
of Bombay^ the beft information he could 
procure of the pofture of affairs in Surat^ in 
the beginning of the year 1759. 
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He wrote, that he found Meah Atchund 
governor of the town, but With fo little 
power, that the Siodee did not fo much as 
leave him the nomination of the officers pro- 
perly belonging to him ; and thofe of the 
Siddee’s party, who had been moft inftru- 
mental.in lowering the authority of At- 
CHUND, were apprehenfive of his’entertain- 
ing a correfpondence with the Marattas. 

The dread of thofe ravagers, and the 
frequent murders which were committed 
with impunity, fince the government of the 
city had ccafed to be refpcftable, had intimi- 
dated the inhabitants to fo great a degree, 
that many confiderable traders and people 
of fubftance had left the place, entertaining 
at the fame time, apprchenfions of being 
plundered in the conteft between the two 
parties; and thofe who ftaid, were fincerely 
defirous that the caftle ffiould be in the 
hands of the Englifli Company, from the 
confidence, which they alleged, that they had 
in the Engliffi, and the opinion they enter- 
tained of th^^ humanity and juftice of their 
government ; trufting, that fo long as they 
poffcfftd the cahle, they would have influ- 
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cncc enough in the town to prevent the 
violence and oppreflion which had too long 
rasped without controul. 

Belidcs the invitation from the whole 
mercantile intereft, overtures were made to 
Mr. Spencer by two of the principal men 
in the government, Siddee Jaffter and 
Velley Ullah, who engaged to contri- 
bute all in their power towards fecuring the 
caftle and tanka for the Company, up®n 
condition that they Ihoald agree to make 
Pharrass Chan governor of the town; or 
in caie it Ihould be found too great a dif- 
ficulty to fet Atchund afide, that the Com- 
pany fliould bring Pharrass Chan to Su'* 
rat^ with their forces, and place him in the 
government, by agreement, as naibj or de- 
puty-governor, to Atchund. 

The principal motive of Siddee Jaffier 
was the prefervation of his large property, 
which he could not but apprehend to be in 
great dangei* under fo anarchical a govern- 
ment, notwithftanding his influence with 
both parties. 

Velley Ullah afted upon different 
principles : he had formerly been a depen- 
dant on Novas Allee Chan, and had 
D 4 facrificed 
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facrificed him to Meah Atchund, with 
whom he held the fame place, but with a 
greater degree of influence ; and this he was 
fuppofed to ufe without any fcruple, for 
betraying his new mafter to the Siddee: 
confeious of this, and aware of the diftruft 
which Atchund muft naturally have of 
him, from his known infincerity, he was 
for embracing any opportunity of fecuring 
himfelf, by overthrowing or weakening that 
power which he had juft reafon to fear. 

From the charadler of thefe people, there 
was very little reliance to be placed in their 
profeflions of friendfhip, and promifes of af- 
fiftance ; it was therefore of much greater 
confequence to the fuccefs of the defign, to 
examine into the force that was to oppofe it, 
than to be vainly looking after that which 
was too precarious to be depended on for 
fupport. 

It was foon difeovered that the Siddee 
had about two thoufand men in pay; after 
deduding from which, fuch as were em- 
ployed in domeftic fervices, or kept merely 
for parade, there might remain a body, of 
about feventeen hundred, compofed of va- 
rious people. Moors, Gentoo^, Arabs, Pa^ 
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tans, and 'others but they were allowed to 
be a better corps than Atchund's fepoys, 
who were in number about four thoufand. 
To this body were to be added luch a num- 
ber as they could be expedtcd to raife upon 
the news of the preparations at Bamhay for 
an intended attack. At the fame time it 
was confidered, that a body of men fo raifed 
could be no great addition of real ftrength, 
lince they were not likely to beha^le them- 
fclves as foldiers, on the mere confederation 
of a few days’ pay, well knowing that they 
fliould be difeharged as loon as ever the 
affair was decided. There feemed, there- 
fore, to be but one thing to be apprehended, 
which was, that Atchund, or even the 
SiDDEE, might, in diftruft of their own 
ftrength, fly to the defperate refource of 
calling in the Marattas. 

The prefidency of Bombay^ now fully ap- 
prized of all particulars, and being princi- 
pally upon their guard againft the laft-men- 
tioned fatality, determined upon attempting 
the enterprizc. No danger was to be ap- 
prehended by fea, for, bcfides the affiftance 
of two fliips from the fq^uadron of Admiral 
Focock, it is to be obferved, that the Sid- 
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DEE, who enjoyed the tanka on condition 
of keeping up a fleet for the Mogul, had 
fo far fallen off in the performance of that 
condition, that his marine was by no means 
capable of oppofing the Ihips of the Com- 
pany. 

1 he troops appointed for the expedition 
confifled of eight hundred and fifty Euro- 
peans, artillery and infantry, and fifteen 
hundred fepoys ; they were under the com- 
mand of Captain Maitland of the royal 
regiment of artillery, and embarked on 
board of the Company’s armed velfels, com- 
manded by Captain Watson, who failed on 
the 9 th of February, and landed them on 
the fifteenth 

When Captain Maitland approached 
the town, he found that fome of the Sid- 
dee’s people had taken port in the French 
garden, whence he' diflodged them, after a 
hot difpute of four hours, in which he loft 
twenty men. He then direded the engi- 
neer to look out for a proper place for a bat- 

/ 

* The troops were landed at a place called Denfilonjory^ about 
nine miles from Suraty where they encamped three or four 
days, for refrefhment. T, 
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tery, which was erefted in the night, and on 
the next day, and alfo on the three following, 
a briflc fire was kept up from two four-and- 
twenty pounders, and a thirteen-inch mortar. 
The enemy had taken poffeflion of the Eng- 
lifli garden (wharf), and the Siddee's bunder 
{jenghi hander ^ or ciiftom-houfe), and had fe- 
cured them with works and ftrong pallifadoes. 
After this continued firing, without any ap- 
parent efFeft, Captain Maitland called a 
council of war, compofed of military and 
marine officers, when they concerted a plan 
for a general attack, and rcfblved to carry 
it into execution the next morning. In 
purfuance of this plan, the Company's grab 
’and bombketches * warped up the river in 
the night, and anchored oppofite to the 
bunder early in the morning ; and then a 
general attack began from the vellels and a 
battery, with a defign to drive the enemy 
from their batteries, and fo facilitate the 
landing of the infantry, who were embark- 
ed on board the boats. The firing lafted 
till after eight, when, upon a fignal made^ 

» The large Ihips were of no ufe, the Bombay grab of 
twenty guns, and four bombketches, being the only vciTels 
that had water enough to go into the river. 71 


the 
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the boats put ofF, and landed under cover of 
the veflels, the military being greatly af» 
fifted by the conduft and gallant behaviour 
of Captain Watson. They foon put the 
enemy to flight, and took poffeffion of all 
the outer town. 

There ftill remained the inner town and 
caftle. In order to attack them both at 
once, three mortars were planted at the dif- 
tance of about feven hundred yards (one 
hundred and feventy-five roods) from the 
caftle, and five hundred yards (one hundred 
and twenty- five roods) from the wall of 
the inner town. 

About fix in the morning the mortars be- 
gan to play very brilkly, and continued to do 
fo till two the next morning. The cannonad- 
ing and bombardment put the befieged into 
fuch a confternation, that they never re- 
turned one gun. 

Several melTages pafled, during the attack^ 
between the principal perfons in the town, 
and Mr. Spei^.cer, who uled his utmoft en- 
deavours to/place Pharrass Chan in the 
government ; but it appeared that his friends, 
notwithftanding the hopes they had given, 
made not the leaft effort in his behalf, even 

after 
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after the Englifh had been two days in pof- 
feflion of the ouj:er town, but fignified to 
^Mr. Spencer, that they chofe Pharras 
Chan (hould be naib^ and that the govern- 
ment fhould be continued to Atchund. 

Thefe confiderations, added to the ex- 
pence of ftores, and the lofs of men by the 
cafualtles of war and dcfertion, made it im- 
prudent to perfifi: in bringing in Pharrass 
Chan, againft the inclination of his former 
partizans, and the intereft of Atchund, 
who, fhould he be thereby provoked to unite 
with the SiDDEE, might fruftratc the whole 
defign. It was therefore agreed to propole 
this plan to Atchund and his party, offer- 
ing to fecure the government to him on con- 
dition of Pharrass Chan being made naib^ 
and the Englifh eftablirticd in the poffeflion 
of the caftle and tanka, Mr. Spencer ac- 
cordingly fet on foot a treaty with At- 
chund, and the following agreement was 
ratified on both fidcs ; 

“ Agreeable to your defire, I fent a per- 
fon to you, by whom you advifed me ver- 
“ bally of your demands; and with fincerity 
of heart I now write the particulars I can 
aeree to, which are as follows 


[Atchund’s 
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[AtcHUND*/ Seal.'] 
‘‘Article I. ThatPHAR- 
“ RASs Chan (hall be ap- 
pointed to the office of 
“ naib^ in its greateft ex- 
“ tent, as in the time of 
“SufFDAtR Chan, and 
“ nobody but himfelf fliall 
** interfere in thefaid poft.*^ 
“ II. That whatever ar- 
‘‘ tides Pharrass Chan 
“ has given in writing, or 
“ promifed, to the honour- 
able Company (the par- 
liculars of which cannot 
“ be drawn out at prefcnt, 
** and niuft be deferred till 
“we can meet), fhall be 
“ fully complied with,with- 
out the lead diminution.’* 
“ III. That the Mecca- 
“ gate fhall be opened, and 
“ our troops admitted, and 
“ we fhall join our forces, 
“ to drive our enemy out 
“ of the tow'n.” 

“IV. The above articles 
“ a perfon in your behalf 
“ demanded, all which I 
“ agree to, and will com- 
“ ply with, and the go- 
“ vernment fhall be con- 
“ tinned to tne in full aii- 
“ thority ; and to the above 
“ I have put my own feal, 
“ and Mber Cootbooeen 
“ will 
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[CooTBODEEN*/ W.] 

“ Article 1. Agreeable to 
“ this article, I fully con- 

“ Tent to Pharr ass Chan’* 
“ appointment.” 


“II. Whatever Phar- 
“ RASS Chan has written, 
“ or promifed to do for the 
“ honourable Company, I 
“ will ftand to witho^it thd 
“ lend alteration.’* 


“ III. The Mecca • gate 
“ fliall be opened, your 
“ troops admitted, and join- 
“ ed by mine, to drive out 
“ the enemy.” 

“ IV. Agreed to ; and 
“ that Ve fhall a£f jointly 
“ in turning the enemy out 
“ of the town. Whatever 
“ the honourable Company 
“ have demanded, I agree 
“ to.” 
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will fign and feal the 
“ fame, after which you 
muft fend a counterpart 
of this writing, with the 
“ honourable Company's 
“ feal affixed.” 

A counterpart of the above articles were ' 
fealed with the honourable Company’s feal, 
and fent to Atchund, on the fourth of 
March, 1759. 

As foon as thefe articles were executed, 
Atchund immediately opened the inner 
town gate, and ordered a party of men to 
aflift in bringing the Siddee to terms ; who 
being acquainted with this jundlion, was 
convinced that it muft be impoflible for him 
to hold out againft their combined force, and 
the general voice of the people. 

After many repeated meftages, with a 
variety of propofals, it was at laft agreed, 
that the Siddee's people fliould have liberty 
to march out with their arms and accoutre- 
ments, and alfo be permitted to take away 
all their valuable efFedts, and even the com- 
mon furniture of their houfes. 

The whole of this was efFcded with the 
greateft regularity, and the Englifli were 
peaceably put in pofleffion of the caftle and 
tanka. 


The 
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The guns and ammunition found in the^ 
cattle were fecured for the Company, as alfo 
the veffels and naval ftores, till fuch time as 
the MoguFs pleafure was known. As foon 
as the grants arrived from Dehly^ appointing 
the Company admiral to the Mogul, the 
fhips and ftores belonged to them, of courfe, 
as part of the tanka 

The 

^ It fhould be remarked, that thefe grants were folicited and 
obtained before the murder of the Mogul, and the revolution 
at Dthly\ and arrived fome time after the reduftion of the 
callie. The two principal grants were as follows : 

Firman^ or order, under the great Mogul’s feal, and under- 
fealed by his vizier, for the honourable Company’s holding 
the government of the caftle of Surat, 

Let the renowned among the people, the Englifh Com- 
pany, hope for his majefty’s favour; and be it known unto 
“ them, that in tliefe happy and victorious times, his majelly 
“ has been pleafed, out of his great grace and favour, to grant 
“ unto them the killidaree^ or government, of the caftle of 
Surat^ on its being taken from Mussoor Achmed Chan; 
it therefore is reqiiifite that they fhould be very grateful for 
“ this his majefty’s favour, and look particularly to the welfare 
“ of the caftle, keeping proper order anddifeipline among the 
“ troops, and having piovifions, ftores, and ammunition al- 
“ ways in readinefs, as has been ufual, which is ftriCfly and 
cfpecidlly required of them by his majefty.” 

' Given on the eleventh day of Mehorenty and in thefixth 
}ear of his majefty’s reign (or 4th of September, 1759).” 
Houjhul Hookuniy or order, under the feal of the nabob vizier, 

Ulma 
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The killed and wounded on the fide of 
the Englilh, in this expedition, did not 
amount to more than one hundred Euro- 
peans, but the lofs by dcfertion was greater. 

This particular account of the tranfaftion 
is drawn from the Account of the War in 
India, by ' Richard Owen Cambridge* 
printed at London, 1761 ; where likewifc 
are detailed the articles of agreement which 
the Englilh entered into with the Marattas 
on this head *, 

The 

Ulma Maieck Bahadouk, to the Englifli Company, ac- 

companying the firman* 

“ May his majefty’s favour ever remain upon the brave and 
“ rwble Englifti Company. It haspleafed his majefty to grant 
unto you the office of killedar (or caftle-governor) of the 
bunder of Surai^ vacant by the difmiffion of Hoffis Amed 
i* Ch AN ; as alfo the office of deroga (or admiral) of the great 
<< fleet of the ^aid bunder^ vacant by the difmiffion of Siddee 
Yacood Chan. Therefore, agreeable to his order, you 
I* are now directed to take particular care of the proper ex- 
“ ecution of the above offices, by looking well to the welfare 
of the caftle, and prefervation of the merchants, &c. on the 
high feas, keeping them clear of pirates and rovers who 
“ may infeft them. This is pofitively required of you.’* T. 

* The following are the articles of agreement, between 
tlic Englifli Company, and the Marattas, alluded to : 

“ I. As the Si DOPE at Surat has not only become troublc- 
“ fomc for many years to the honourable Company, the 
^ Ctrear (the Maratta officers), the merchants, See. but has 
voE* tn. E ** poflefled 
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The accounts which were given me of 
the matter in our faftory at Surat, differ, in 

fome 

pofleflcd himfelf of the caftic, and ufurped the government 
“ of the place, to the entire ruin of trade, and of the city 
of Sirat; it is therefore agreed, between the drear and 
the honourable Company, to turn him out of Suraty that 
every body may be eafy there, to purfue his own advan- 
“ tage, and for the general benefit of the place.” 

II. That the Englifli flrall have the foie power and au* 
** thority to make any man nabob there, and the Circar fhall 
“ approve fuch election without hefitation ; and they (the 
Englifli) fliall have the fame power and authority to turn 
him our, by informing the Ctrear^ who will not have 
“ any objedion to it, fhould he prove a bad man, in any 
“ refpe6f, towards the merchants, or any body elfe.” 

“ III. That the nabob, &c. fliall make no alterations in 
the cuftoms on goods, &c. but let that article, and every 
thing elfe, remain as at prefent.” 

“IV. That the caftle, when taken, fhall be poflefTed by 
the Englifli, and they fliall have the foie command of it 
“ for the fafety of the place, and benefit of the government, 
“ and for which they fliall receive the iifual allowance.” 

“ V. That when the Siddee at Surat is turned out, the 
tanka which he had for maintaining a fleet, fhall be divided 
“ yeaily in three fliares, viz. to the dreary to the Company^ 
“ and to the Nabob, each one-third.” 

“ VI. That the Crear fhall receive, as ufiial, from the 
government, what is jiiftly due to them, and pay out of it 
“ what is due t6 Damojee, but both the Circar s and Damojee\ 
officers and people are to give afliflancc, fpr thp greater im- 
f‘ poit and export of goods, &c. to and from Surat.*’ 

VII. Jh^t tl)e nabob, or governor, of Surat fhall re- 

ceive, 
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fome meafure, from the foregoing j they 
were as follows : 

The governor of the city of Surat was, 
in the year 1750, a Moor of an obfcure 


** ceive, as ufual, what is due to him from the drear and 
“ Damojee, for the country without Surat gates.’* 

“ VIII. That fliould there be any quarrel or tiifturbance 
within the town, and there be an occafion for putting a 
flop to any thing any where out of the gates of Surat^ the 
“ Circar's people are to doordefiftfrom the fame, confoima- 
blc to the defire of the Englilh, and not otherwife ; and 
“ thofe officers and people are not to offer to meddle in any 
“ affairs of the Surat government, or fhew any moleflation to 
“ the fame.” 

After thefe propofals, it was extremely difficult to manage 
the Marattas, who were continually interfering. During the 
liege, a body of their troops approached Sura'^ and defired to 
be admitted to a6l in concert with the Englifli ; but as fuch 
an affair would have difgufted the Moors in the town, Mr, 
Spencer managed fo as to wave it without offence ; ufing, at 
the fame time, all poffible precautions to prevent the Marattas 
from having any intercom fe with the Siddle, or A ichund, 
with both of whom they had been tampering, notwithftand- 
ing their profeffions to the Company. At laft he found it 
neceffi y to declare, that he would not allow of any force 
appearing before the place, while the Englifli were carrying 
on their operations againft it. T. 

* Mr. CaxMbridge aptly remarks, that it is a great im- 
propriety to call the Mahomedan conquerors of India by the 
name of Moors ; and yet, as the writers of all nations ha' r . 
always given them that appellation, it would now be a greaier 
impropriety to^Jeviate from that ufage, T, 

E Z origin^ 
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origin, who had raifed himfelf into import- 
ance by treachery, and maintained his ill- 
gotten power by corruption, and by the aid 
of the Englifli He acknowledged, it is 
true, the great mogul for his lord para- 
mount, but he paid little regard to his com- 
mands, He had likewife, it is true, feveral 
co-regejits, who, on account of their great 
wealth, were much looked up to by the in- 
habitants ; but they had very little to fay 
in the aftual adminiftration of the govern- 
ment. He had even fucceeded in intro- 
ducing his fon as governor of the caftle, 
who was a youth, who dared not do any 
thing without the concurrence of his fa- 
ther ; fo that the governor of the city was, 
at that time, if not wholly independent, yet 
entirely uncontrouled in his local govern- 
ment. 

This, however, was not of long duration ; 
for the Si DDES making himfelf mafter of 
the caftle, his great power, joined to a con- 
fummate and artful policy, enabled him to 
fettle almoft every thing according to his 
pwn liking : ;he governor was even obliged 
to fubmit to him, though externally the 
SiPPEE paid every refpeft to his office, 


As 
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As long as this Siddee lived, he kept 
every thing in proper order. His moderation 
and equity prevented him from ading with 
much injuftice ; the inhabitants enjoyed a 
tolerable ftate of tranquillity ; he took care, 
in particular, that the Englifli did not over- 
llep the bounds of law and authority, when 
they thought they might freely launch out 
into excefles, upon the ground that they had 
afforded aid to the governor of the city. 

But no fooner did this Siddee die, but 
all was replete with confufion : his fon and 
fucceflbr being ftill a child, could not be 
equal to his father in abilities, nor keep the 
city in repofc and peace : the flames of civil 
contention began to rage anew between 
thofe who afpired to the government, and 
who, in their turns, fucceflively eftablifhed 
and depofed each other. Oiie party had 
recourfe for affiftance to the Marattas ; an- 
other called in the aid of the Englifh, As 
the latter conceived that thefe commotions 
were very advantageous for their intereft, 
they formed a plan for getting pofTeflion of 
the caftle, and keeping it in their power for 
even 

For that purpofc, and in order to give the 
E 3 greater 
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greater appearance of jufticc to their caufe, 
they firft entered into articles of agreement 
with a certain Moor, called Paris Chan, 
who was at that time naib, or deputy of the 
governor, which were figned at Bombay, on 
the 12th of March, 1 758, and a copy where- 
of, written in the Perfian language, was 
fent by Paris Chan himfclf, after he had 
conceived fome difgutt with the Englilh, to 
our diredor Senf, and which is ftill pre- 
ferved among the Company’s papers at Surat, 
being as follows : 

Tranjlation of the Perfian contraB , figned be- 
tween the Englijh Company and Paris 
Chan, by the mediation of Richard 
Bourchier, governor of the ifland of Bom- 
bay, in the month Reucl, or, according to the 
European account, ontheizth of March, 1 758. 

" Article I. The Englilh Company fhall 
“ be bound to cttablilli the faid Paris 
“ Chan as governor of Surat, by force of 
“ men and Ihips, to place him in that go- 
, “ verament, and to give him their affiftancc'. 
“ to maintain him in it.” 

“ II. The caftle of Surat, together 'with 
“ its revenues^ the ufual amount of the pay 

“ of 
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^^’of the SiDD^E, fliall remain with thb’ 
Englifli Company, who fhall enjoy 
whole, in the fame manner as the Sid- 

DEE.” 

** III. Paris Chan fhall be bound to 
take the charges of this war for his ac- 
count, and to defray them, out of the 
revenues and duties of Surat^ whk:h fhall 
“ be fpecially bound as fecurity for the 
fame.” 

IV. Befides which, Paris Chan fhall 
further give, as a donation to the Euro- 
pean land and marine forces^ two Jacks 
of rupees, in order that they may not 
plunder the town, which fum fliall be 
“ levied upon the merchants and money-* 
changers.” 

** V. The city-gate, fituated by the 
waterfide, and called MolnakeerkeCj fhall 
always remain in the pofleffion of the 
“ Englifli, without that the governor fhall 
“ be allowed to difturb them in the Jeaft 
“ therein. They (hall likewife have two 
“ other gates, one in the inner, and an- 
“ other in the outer town, for their free 
“ and uncontroulcd ingrefs and egrds, wlth- 
E 4 “ out 
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‘‘ out that any one fhall flop or hinder them 
therein.” 

VI, Agreeable to the privileges granted 
by firmans to the Englilh Company, they 
fhall, together with the merchants under 
their proteftion, be permitted to profe- 
“ cute their trade, according to cuftom, 
without being at all obftrufted by the 
government therein.” 

“ VIL The other European merchants 
“ fhall alfo freely profecute their trade, 
agreeable to the tenor of the grants they 
‘‘ have obtained from the emperor, without 
“ being obftrudted by any one therein.** 

VIII. Paris Chan fhall continue to 
pay to the Marattas one-third part of the 
‘‘ revenues of Suraty in the fame manner as 
“ they have, for feveral years, received that 
“ allotment.” 

(underneath) 

The Seal of the Engliih Company. 

(and figned) 

Richard Bourchier, 
“ Paris Chan.” 

‘‘ This tranflation is made from a copy 
of the aforefaid conirait, delivered by the 

faid 



I n 1 

faid Paris Chan hlmfelf, to the br4:er5 
of the honourable Company, Mantcher- 
01 , and Govenram.’* 

(underneath) 

Tranflated as dldated by the Com- 
pany’s brokers. 

(figned) W. Smit.’* 

This agreement with Paris Chan be- 
ing thus made, the prefidency of Bombay 
fent orders to Mr. Spencer, their chief at 
Surat^ to leave no means untried in order 
to fecure the friendfliip of thofe who might 
be able to oppofe their enterprizes. As this 
gentleman was pcrfedly well adapted for 
luch a commiflion, he foon efFcdled the ne- 
ceflary arrangements, and he had the ad- 
drefs not only to corrupt one of the princi- 
pal officers of the Siddee, who commanded 
in the caftle, for twenty thoufand rupees (of 
which only five thouland were afterwards 
paid), but he -engaged Mr. Taillefort, 
the then diredor of our Company at Surat^ 
to remain perfedtly inaftive, and not to in- 
termeddle at all in the affair; and as the 
oppofition of the Dutch was the greateft 
obflacle which he had to apprehend, he did 

not 
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not find much difficulty, after this baf wa^ 
removed, the Siddee betrayed, and the 
governor of the city deftitute of authority, 
to get poffeffion of a town very ill provided 
with the means of defence* 

This narrative, which appears to me ffo 
bear more marks of veracity than that of 
the Englifh, might afford fiifficient matter 
for odious refleftions, which will naturally 
prefent themfelves to the mind of every im- 
partial reader. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 

Great Fewer of the Englijb at Surat. — Their Ahuft 
of it, — Particular Inflame of their OppreJfm,~ 
Wretched Condition of the Natives, — War between 
the Enghjh and the Mar alias, — Occafwn of it ^ — 

The Expence of the Enghjh Eflabliftment at Surat 
exceeds their Income from it, — Some Particulars 
rejpe^ing their Falfory. — The French I'aHory and 
Garden, — Hiimiliaticns they fuffer from the Englijh, 
— Use Portuguefe. — Their Trade ,. — When the 
Dutch were Jirfl ejiahliflsed here. 

THEEnglifh have now fo firmly efiab- 
liflied themfelves here, that they give Jaws 
to all others ; and neither Europeans nor In- 
dians can do any thing without their fpecial 
approbation. 

The governor of the city, or nabob, does 
not, in this refped:, differ from the loweft 
inhabitant ; he muft obey their commands, 
although they Ihew him externally fome 
honour, and will not, ih public, allow that he 
is fubfervient to them. 

To give but one inffance of their tyranny, 
as likewife of the implicit obedience which 

the 



r ] 

the nabob pays to their mandates, I will re- 
late the following occurrence, which took 
place during the time I was at Surat. 

A large number of horfes having been 
brought to Surat^ from the interior parts of 
the country, for fale, two of them were pur- 
chafed by the warehoufekeeper of our com- 
pany, Mr. Van — , for feven hundred 

rupees, and the money was immediately paid 
to the feller; after which the purchafer 
had the horfes carried to his liable. It 
chanced that the lady of the French conful 
^ * had juft before caufed an offer to be 

made for them ; but as the price could not be 
agreed upon, the horfes were fold to Mr. 

Van C . The lady was a high-minded 

woman, and conceived that flie ought to 
have the preference above others; fhe ac- 
cordingly intimidated the feller, who was an 
Indian, by means of the Englifh chief, Mr. 
Gambier, to fuch a degree, that he came 

to Mr. Van C , entreating him to take 

back the purchafe-money, and to give up 
the horfes^ but Mr. Van C— — not liften- 
ing to his requeft, Mr. Gambier feht to afk, 
in his own name, for the horfes, threaten- 
ing that, in cafe of refufal, he would make 

his 
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his own people fetch them out of the ftahle 
or would take them away from before the 
carriage, whenever they came over theEnglifh 
garden ; upon which the owner returned for 
anfwer, that he fliould wait the iffue of Mr. 
Gambier’s menaces. 

Gambier and the French conful, but 
cfpecially the former, who made it a point 
of honour to gain pofleflion of the horfes, 
got the nabob to interfere in the bufinefs. 
Accordingly, a few days afterwards, the nabob 

fent to Mr. Van , requefting that he 

might have a fight of the horfes, which were 
the occafion of fo much dilfention ; he dc- 
fired that they might be fent to his court, or 
durbar \ and he fent affurances to Mr. Van 

C , with the moft folemn affirmation, 

upon his word of honour, that it was only 
to fatisfy his curiofity, and that as foon as he 
had viewed the horfes, he would fend them 
back again. 

Mr. Van C , relying upon the folemn 

affurance, and the word of honour of the 
nabob, fent the horfes to him. They were, 
however, no fooner in his power, than he 

fent word to Mr. Van C ^that it was 

impoffible for him to fulfil his promifes, as 
Mr, Gambiek pofitively infifted upon having 

the 
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the horfes ; but he offered to give two of his 
own horfes inftead of them, which Mr. Van 

C might choofe from among the beft in 

his ftables, or that he would pay to Mr. 
Van C— — the money which he had dif- 
burfed for the horfes ; but this offer was re- 

jefted; and Mr. Van C returned for 

anfwer, that he expefted to have his horfes 
back again. 

But he obtained no redrefs, the horfes 
were carried from the durbar to the French 
faftory ; Mrs. * ^ ^ and Mr. Gambier ob- 
tained their wiflies, and Mr. Van C~-— 
loft his beautiful horfes. 

I believe that complaints were made by 
the Company on this fubje6t, but no more 
regard was paid to thefe than to the repre- 
fentations of private pcrlons. 

Hence it may eafily he conceived, that, 
as the Englifh a6t in fo arbitrary and cavalier 
a manner towards the nabob, and the go- 
vernors of the place, the poor natives are 
in a much worfe condition, having neither 
courage, money, power, nor proteftors, to 
procure juftice to be done to the.m. 

Trade, too, has been declining from day 
to day ever fince the Englifh have played 
the mafters here, as has been more than 


once 
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once teftified to me by the company’s brokera, 
and by many principal Banian merchants. 

They prcfs the labourers and manufadu- 
rers into their own fervice, and pay them no 
more than they think fit, and fometimes 
nothing at all. 

The common people are compelled by 
them to ferve as foldiers, and their- lawful 
governors do not oppoie it. They cover the 
whole by the plaufible allegation that they 
bear arms in the fervice of the mogul, and 
not in that of the Company. 

Nothing remains, therefore, for the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of Surat, but to offer up 
their prayers to the fupreme Being whom 
they adore, for deliverance from the tyranny 
of a nation, that know no bounds in pro- 
Ijjerity, and offer up, without fcruple, the 
welfare of all others at the fhrine of their 
own intereft, regardlefs of the happinefs or 
mifery of their fellow-creatures. 

They thus not long ago involved their 
company in a war with the Marattas, the 
profpefts whereof are not now at all favour- 
able to them. 

The prince of the Marattas, who, from 
bis capital city, fituated in the interior part* 

of 
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of the Deckan^ was called king of Poonahf 
having been made away with a few years 
before, by his brother, Raoa Bouwa the 
murderer made himfelf mafter of that city 
and of the empire, to the prejudice of his 
nephew, the fon of the former king, without 
any apparent oppofition from any one. 

Having, as he conceived, nothing more 
to fear, he left Poonah^ to vifit an old princefs 
who refided a few days’ journey off, and to 
whom, as ieems, from the accounts of this 
tranfadlion, to be the cafe, the Maratta 
princes perform fome aft of homage, upon 
their acceffion to the throne, in order to be 
confirmed by her in the government. 

The widow of the late king, and mother 
of the injured young prince, who had, by 
the powerful agency of corruption, brought 
moft of the head-men to favour her attempt, 
all which, by her dexterous management, 
remained a profound fecret to the .ufurper, 
took this opportunity to feize upon the capi- 
tal city, Pmahy in behalf of her fon, and to 


* Otherwife Rooanaut-xow. The wars carried oo by 
the Britidi in India, during and fubfequent to this period, 
have been recorded in fo many narratives given to the public, 
that it is pcedlefs to add any thing here on the fiibjcdt. T. 

purfue 
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purfue Rag A Bouwa with a coiifiderable 
body of forces. Unable to withftand her 
troops, the ufurper fled to Surat, and threw 
himfelf into the arms of the Englifh^ to 
whom he made an offer to pay them eighteen 
lacks of rupees, if they would join their forces 
to his, and reinftate him in the poireffion of 
his kingdom. 

This propofal was accepted by the prefi- 
deiicy of 'Bombay*, and reafons of fufficient 
plaufibility were adduced, to make it appear 
a meafurc well adapted to promote the in- 
terells of their company* It was fettled, that 
a certain part of the eighteen lacks of rupees^ 
promifed by Raga Bouwa (which, however, 
was not a very large portion) fhould be allot- 
ted to the company, in rcimbarfement of the 
expcnces of the war,, whilfc the grcatefl part 
of that fum was appropriated to their own 
ufe by the governor and council of Bombay, 
as a fmall rccompence, forfooth, for the 
^trouble which the profecution of this war 
would put them to. 

The event, however, by no means an- 
fwered their expeftations. The army of the 
queen, inceflantly aftive to harafs the troops 
of Raga Bouwa, and his Englifh allies, at 
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aft defeated them entirely in the year 1774 ; 
andtbey had even got poffeffionof the artillery 
of the Englifli, when their thirft of plunder 
loft them that advantage : the remainder of 
the united army was, however, forced to fly, 
with the tyrant, to Baroche, whilft the Poonah 
army laid wafte the countryr ound ^urat^ and 
pillaged all the villages, even burning down 
to the ground the country-feat of the Englith 
broker at Poule-parre^ which is no more than 
one Dutch mile from Surat^ which city was 
in confequence thrown into the greateft con- 
fternation, as the enemy were expeded to 
inveft it every moment ; but they retreated, 
without making any attempt upon the city. 

Rag A Bouwa remained, in the mean 
while, in the Baroche country, where he did 
the fame thing as the army of Poonah did 
in the parts which they vlfited. He defolated 
the furroiinding country, and extorted as 
much money as he poflibly could from the 
inhabitants, without which it would have^ 
been impoflible for him to liitisfy the hungry 
bellies and empty purfes of his Englifh 
friends, whofe officers fared well by this 
campaign, efpeciaJly thofe belonging to the 
artillery. 


la 
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In the mean time a new governor * had 
arrived in Bengal from Europe, who, when 
informed of this war, fent immediate orders 
to the prefidency of Bombay, to fufpend all 
operations, for the fpace of fix months, or 
till further orders were given. 

Raga Bouwa and his confederates, thus 
difappointed in their views, remained en- 
camped with their army, between Baroche 
and Surat, till the month of Odober, 1775, 
when he came down, by degrees, as far as 
Naffary, lituate a few Dutcli miles below 
Surat, without, however, being able to rc- 
fiain from leaving behind him, wherever he 
paired, traces of his lull; of rapine and de- 
Rruftion. 

At laft the long-hoped-for permilTion to 
continue the war arrived from Bengal, in 
the month of December ; and it was alTerted 
that a large number of troops were arrived 
at Bombay from Europe; and, if the accounts 
received Ihortly before my departure were 
true, of which there was no reafon to doubt, 
this I einforcement came at a very critical 
period, for the queen was faid to be march- 
ing with a very large army to attack Raga 

* Mr, Hastikgs. r. 
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IBouwa, and that^ fhe had encamped ^vith 
her forces, at no greater diftance from hini 
than forty cos, or twenty-two Dutch miles ; 
whilft one of the native princes, who had 
dec’ared himfclf in favour of the young 
prince, followed her footfteps with an aux- 
iliary army of fifty thoufand men: againft 
this formidable force, Raga Bouwa had no 
more than twenty-eight thoufand men, and 
the Engllfli army amounted only to fourteen 
thoulaiid ; and they were the lefs likely to 
make an cfFeflual rcfiftance, as a violent dif- 
fention had juft before taken place between 
the two armies, in which even blood was 
fpilt, arifing from the circumftance that the 
Englifli had killed fomc oxen, which are 
efteemed holy by the Marattas. 

From thefe accounts it appears that Surat, 
with refpeft to the Englith, is not a head- 
faftory, but fubordinate to the prefidency of 
Bombay, who fend one of their members to 
Surat, under the denomination of chief, to 
whom a council is given, in conjunftion with 
whom iit fettles all matters occurring at his 
faftory, fnbjeft, however, to the approbation 
of the governor and council of Bombay.. 

It is eafily to be conceived, that they drive 

the 
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the moft profitable trade here ; and yet, their 
gains, added to one third of the revenues of 
the city, are not fufficient to indemnify their 
company, for the heavy expcnce they mull 
incur here, cfpecially for the maintenance 
of the military force they are obliged to keep 
up ; and it is faid, that they would not retain 
this objeft of expcnce, were not Bombay \kitYC 
chief Icttlement in the weftern parts of 
dojlan^ Situated upon a barren ifland, which 
muft draw all its articles of provifion from 
this place ; and likewife if this eftablilhment 
did not ferve them as a pod to maintain 
thcmfelves, in this part of Hindojian, 

Bcfides the caftle, of which they are the 
keepers in the name of the great mogul, 
they have a lodge, or faftory, in the inner 
town, where, equally as we, their merchants 
muft refide ; as alfo a garden, or wharf, 
which lies next to ours, but below it, to- 
wards the mouth of the river. 

Moft of the members of their council dwell 
difperled in different parts of the inner and 
outer town. 

One of the members of the council, either 
the chief, or the next in rank to him, muft 
pals the night in the city ; and the keys ot 
F 3 the 
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the gates, which are ceded to them, arc 
brought to him in the evening, and taken 
away again in the morning. 

The French have likewife their lodge, or 
faftory, in the inner town, and a garden, 
fituate out of the Mocha^ or Attua-^2Xt^ to 
which they have given the name of Bel Air. 
Before the abolition of their company, they 
had, like other nations, a chief ; but he is 
now called the French conful, and* is ap^ 
pointed as fuch by the king of France. 

They are not allowed, as the other Euro- 
pean nations are, to hoift a flag at their fadlory, 
or garden, though this privilege is not denied 
them at Chandernagorej in Bengal. The 
Englifti will not permit them to do it here; 
and they will be deprived of this fatisfaftion 
as long as that people retain any authority 
at Surat. Their conful was forced by the 
EnglKh, not long ago, to deftroy a flight of 
fteps behind his garden, defeending towards 
the river. The trade of the French here is 
likewife of very little importance. 

The Portuguefe were the firft Europeans 
who eftabliflied themfelves here : ‘they are, 
at prefent, the leafl: in power and refpeft. 
Their chief, who, it is faid, is a Jew, was 

put 
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put under a guard of fepoys by the mogul, or 
nabob, in his lodge, or fadlory, a Ihort time 
before my departure ; and he was guarded fo 
llridly, that fome fepoys were ftationed night 
and day in his chamber : this was occalioned 
by an affray which had taken place between 
his flaves and thofe of the nabob, and rc- 
fpedling which he refufed to give proper 
latisfadion. , 

Their trade is but trifling ; yet it is not 
difadvantageous to the manufafturers of 
cloth, for they buy up thofe pieces which 
arc rejeded by us, becaufe tlicy do not agree 
with the pattern, and fend them to Goa, and 
thence to their fettlements on the coaft of 
jlfrica. 

The fhortnefs of the time I was at Surat, 
did not permit me to procure any further 
information refpefting the foreign nations 
that relbrt to Surat. 

The Dutch did not eftablifh themfelves 
here till feveral years after the Englifh; and, 
if we calculate from the arrival of our firfi: 
direftor, Peter van den Broecke, it was 
not before the year i6i6, that we had any 
eftablifhed trade here; he left the fcnior 
merchant, Peter Gillissen, and three 
F 4 others, 
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others, here, to difpofe of the goods they hacf 
brought, With the provifional approbation of 
the magiftrates of the city, till further orders 
fliould come from the king, or great mogul, 
to whom letters were written, craving pro- 
tedion and fupport : but the firft firman was 
not received till the year i6i8. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


The Firmnns granted te the Dutch Eaft^India Com^ 
fany by the Moguls, — Enumeration and Particulars 
of them. — Ref colons upon them. — They are of little 
comparative Importance now that the Mogul Em^ 
pire is^ in a Manner, fubjelied to the Englijh. 

TThE Jirmans, or Ictters-patent, figned by 
the great mogul himfelf, by which his will 
is made Rnown to his viceroys and lieu- 
tenants arc the foundations upon which 
all foreign nations build their privilege of 
trading in the empire of Hindojian, 

Thofe which the Dutch Company have 
obtained from time to time, not without 
great trouble, and valuable prefents, are 
twenty-nine in number ; of which are pre- 
ferved in the Company’s archives in Surat 
twenty-two originals, written in the Perfian 
language, and feven copies, the originals 

» A grant given by the mogul, is called a fman, or phir- 
maund\ by the moguPs fon, a nujhawn\ by the nabob, a per- 
n»iinna ; and by the vizier, a boujbulhoekutn. T. 


whereof 
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whereof are kept at our faftorles in Bengal, 
and on the coaft of Coromandel 

I will enumerate the privileges granted to 
the Dutch by them, one by one, in order to 
give a better idea of the grounds upon which 
our commerce in the empire of Hindojian 
refts : 

I. The firfl: firman granted to the Dutch 
Eaft-India Company, is that of the year 
i6i8 of our era, or 1027 of the Hegira, by 
Jehaar Gier Absul Chan, prime mini- 
jfter, or vizier, of Shah Selim, addreffed to 
the regents of Surat, in favour of the fenior 
merchant, and pro interim chief, Peter Gil- 
LissEN, and contains the following articles : 

1. That all help and friendlhip fliall be 
fliewn to the Dutch, and no more fliall be 
exaded from them for cuftoms than is ufual 
in Surat* 

2. That the merchants who fell and buy 
their goods, lhall not be fulfered to be mo- 
lefted therein. 

3. That the prefents which they intend 
for the king, fliall be examined at the cuf- 
tomhouf^, fealed there, and fent ‘thence to 
his majefty. 

4. That no one fliall be allowed to make 

any 
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any claim upon the cfFedls of the Dutch who 
may die, but that they lhall be left un- 
touched to the difpolition of his lawful heirs. 

5. That no one lhall interfere in any dif- 
putes that may arife amongft them, but that 
the fame lhall be left to the decifion of their 
own chief, who is put over them. 

6. That no one of them lhall be com- 
pelled to embrace the mabomedau religion 
by force. 

7. That, according to ancient cuftom, no 
duties lhall be exacted upon the provifions 
which they may want for their Ihips. 

8. That no injuftice lhall be done to 
them, under any pretence whatever; and 
care lhall likewife be taken that none be 
committed on their part. 

II. The fecond was granted by Shah 
Jehaan, to Peter van den Broecke, 
dire 61 or of Surat, in the firll year of his 
majefty’s reign, being, according to our era, 
the year 1627, and containing the following 
articles : 

I. That the Company lhall be allowed to 
make ufe of fuch brokers, as they may 
choofe to employ, in their operations of 
trade. 


- 2. That 
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, '2. That they (hall be allowed to purchafc 
^11 goods, as indigo, cotton, cloths, filk, lalt- 
petre, alcativas, and what they may further 
Hand in need of, at the market-price, with- 
out being hindered, or molclled therein, by 
any one. 

3. That they (hall have liberty to difpofo 
of their merchandize at whatever place, to 
whomfoever, and at whatever prices, they 
may choofc, without being prohibited from 
fo doing by any one. 

4. That no one fhall impofe a price upon 
their goods but thcmfclvcs. 

5. That no one fhall exad: from them 
any thing more than the cuftom and port- 
duties, and thefe only to the cuftomary 
amount. 

6. That each governor, or chief, of a 
diftrift, lhall be obliged to give their goods, 
imported or exported, fafc paffage, in and 
out of his diftridl:. 

7. And laftly, that they fliall be allowed 
to hire a lodge, or fadlory, in Agra and 
Amedabad, 

III. l"he third, granted by the fame Shah 
Jehaan, to the diredlor, John van Has- 
SELT, in the fourth year of his majefty^s 


reign, 
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feign, being the year 1040 of the tle^lraf 
and 1631 of the chriftian era, is to the foU 
lowing eifc£t : 

- I. That no one fhall be permitted to exaft 
any other cuftom-duty upon the wares, mer- 
chandize, &c. of the Dutch, than fuch as 
they cuftomarily pay to the government of 
Surat, 

2. That, therefore, nothing fliall be re- 
quired or exafted from them at other places. 

3. That they may in confcquencc fend off 
their goods, for the maintenance of friend- 
Ihip, in the lands of the king, with perfeft 
tranquillity. 

IV. The fourth, granted equally by Shah 
Jehaan, to the direftor, John van Has- 
SELT, in the fixth year of his majefty’s reign, 
or 1042 of the Hegira^ in the month Rehuel 
SaneCy being the year 1632, ftates ; 

1. That the Company may hire camels, 
carts, and whatever they may further ftand 
in need of, without being molefted therein 
by any one. 

2. That all governors, rulers, guards, and 
others, in places where the Dutch may ar- 
rive, (hall obey this order. ^ 


3, That 
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3* That it is their cuftom to hire carts in 
Jgra. 

The fourth article of the firft firman is 
alfo confirmed by this. 

- V. The fifth, granted by the fame prince 
to the direftor of Surat^ Peter van der 
Graaf, in the feventh year of his majefty’s 
reign, the 1043d of the Hegira^ contains the 
following articles : 

1. The fifth article of the fecond, and the 
firft and fecond articles of the third, firman, 
arc hereby confirmed. 

2. That they, namely, the Dutch, are 
exempt from all other charges; and that, 
therefore, the governors fliall prohibit all 
rajahs, polygars*, &c. from taking any 
thing elfe from the Dutch, and from moleft- 
ing them in any cafe. 

3. That their brokers who traffic in in- 
digo, faltpetre, piecegoods, and other articles, 
at Agra, Surat, Cambaya, Baroche, Brodera, 
Amedabad, or any where clfe, ffiall not, upon 
the allegations of others, fuffer any harm, be 
put into prifon, or any pecuniary exaftions 
levied upon them. 

* Rajah, a Gentoo prince; polygar, lord of a fmall ter- 
nary. T, 

4. That 
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4. That the governors (hall in no wife 
moleft them, if they be not guilty of any 
crime. 

VI. The fixth, given by the fame prince, 
to the faid diredor. Van der Graaf, in 
the feventh year of his majefty’s reign, the 
1043d of the Hegira^ or 1634th of the chrif- 
tiaii era, grants : 

1 . That thenceforward no one (hall carry 
on any trade in indigo, on account of the 
king I hut that article fliall, according to 
ancient cuftom, be left free, for all mer- 
chants who choofe to purchafe it of the in- 
habitants of the country. 

2. That the governors fliall therefore 
have to take care that their inferior officers, 
duans regents, and others throughout the 
king’s extenfive dominions, and thofc who 
are attached to the interefts of his majefty, 
lhall not interdift the Dutch from making 
purchafes of this article ; but, according to 
ancient cuftom, they fliall allow them freely 
to make purchafe of it, wheftver they 
choofe. 

* Duan is a prime miniRer, but here feems to mean a de-. 
puty. r. 
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3. That no rahadarees or cxpences of 
roads, fliall be demanded of them, nor fhall 
any one be allowed to extort money from 
them, in order that they may not be hindered 
in the profeciition of their trade. 

VII. The feventh, given by the fame 
prince, to the dlredtor of Surat^ Bernard 
P iETERSzooN, ill the eighth year of his 
majefty’s reign, being the year 1044 
Hegira, and 1634 of our era, is to the fol- 
lowing effeft : 

That Seif Chan is hereby ordered, that 
no more indigo Ihall be purchafed for the 
king ; and that neither he fliall purchafe any 
for httnfelf ; that this order fliall not be con- 
travened by the other regents who fland 
under him, but that the trade in indigo fliall 
be left entirely to the merchants. 

VIII. The eighth, granted, as before, by 
the fame prince, to the faid direftor, Pie- 
TERS 200 N, in the eleventh year of his ma- 
jelly's reign, on the 24th of the montli 
madius Same, the year 1047 of the Hegira^ 
or 1638 of our era, contains orders : 

*. Rahadar is the title of an officer, who has charge of the 
highways, the examination of paffiengers, and the colleftion 
of cuftoms, where any are there colJcded, T, 

u That 
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1. That nothing (hall be required, at any 
place, upon the merchandize imported by 
the Dutch into his majefty’s dominions, by 
the governors of Amedabad^ or by any othei s, 
nor any covetous extortions be pradlifed to- 
wards them. 

2. That a free paflage fliall always be al- 
lowed for their goods, by the Mo 72 tafabad^ or 
other rivers or roads, to part the river Zoer^ 
by Dehly, 

IX. The ninth was granted by the fame 
prince to the Surat director, Paul Kroox, 
in the fixteenth year of bis majefly’s reign^ 
on the 15th of the month Sabaar, the year 
1052 of the Hegtnij or 1643 of our era, and 
contains — 

The confirmation of the firft, fifth, and 
fixth articles of the fecond jirman* 

X. The tenth, granted by the fame prince, 
to the faid diredtor, Krook, in the fame 
year, the fixteenth of his majefty’s reign, on 
the i4th of the month Ramazan, the year 
1052 of the Hegira, or 164^ of our era, 
ordains : 

I. That of the goods purchafed by the 
'Dutch in Agra, the ten rupees fhall be taken 
as twelve, and thole purchafed at Amedaiad, 
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or imported there, the ten rupees as ten and 
a half, according to which the calculations 
of the duties lhall be made. 

2. That upon the merchandize which 
they purchafe at Brodera^ Surat^ or the 
places adjacent, no more fliall be required 
than the invoice or real purchafe pric^fhew 
to be due to the king’s treafury, into’Vhich 
the cuftoms (hall be paid. 

3. That no one fliall take or exad any 
thing more from them. 

XL The eleventh was granted by the 
fame prince, to the faid diredor, Krook, in 
the fame year, being the fixteenth of his 
majefty’s reign, 1052 of the Hegira, or 1643 
of our era, on the 14th of the month Sabaa?^, 
cnading ; 

1. That thenceforward no one fliall be 
allowed to require any thing from the Dutch 
for rahadareesy for charges, or for duties on 
provifions, but fliall permit them to pals and 
repafs without reftraint throughout the king’s 
dominions, and fliall not molefl: them, or 
form ^ny claim upon them, as they are de- 
clared to be exempt from all impofnions, 

2. That they may take fuch roads, and 
make ufe of fuch baiting or refting places, 

as 
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as they may themfelvcs judge fit, without 
being molefted therein by any one. 

3. The firft article of the fecond firman is 
repeatedly confirmed, with the addition, 

4. That all who infringe this command, 
fhall anfwer for their violation of it to the 
king. 

XII. The twelfth, being granted by the 
fame prince, Shah Jehaan, to the Surat 
direftor, Arnold Bernard Muiskens, in 
the eighteenth year of his majefty’s reign, 
on the 2d of the month Jamadius Sanee^ in 
the year 1054 of the Hegira^ or 1645 of our 
era, orders : 

1. That a certain Baguan (hall not in- 
trude himfelf into the employment of the 
Dutch, but (hall leave to them to make ul'e 
of whatever perfon they choofe, as broker. 

2. That no more duty, or brokerage, (hall 
be taken from them, than is legally claim- 
able, agreeable to the king’s former orders. 

3. That no one (hall carry their goods 
coming from Surat, Periab, and other places, 
into the cu(1:om«houle, but they (hall be per- 
mitted tocarry them home to their own houfes. 

4. That the governors of Surat and Ba- 

G 2 roche 
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nchi fhall receive the duties from themi 
agreeable to the tenor of the firmans formerly 
granted. 

XIII. The thirteenth, granted by the 
fame prince, in the time of the Surat direc- 
tor, John van Teylingen, in the twenty- 
third year of his majelly’s reign, on the 21ft 
of the month RebbuuUauwel^ the year 1060 
pf the Hegira, or 1650 of our era, contains 
in fubftance ; 

That, upon complaints being made by 
the Dutch, the governor of Bengal is com- 
manded, that no one (hall exn6) more from 
them than is aiithorifed by ancient cu(fom, 
and lhall not introduce any new laws or 
cuftoms on that head. 

XIV. The fourteenth was granted by the 
fame prince, in the time of the Surat direc- 
tor, Gerard Pelgrom, in the twenty- 
feventh year of his majefty’s reign, on the 
2 1 ft of the month Jamadius Sanee, in the 
year 1063 of the Hegira, or 1654 of our 
era ; and by it — 

Every one throughout the empire of Hin- 
dofian is prohibited, after this firman, to ex- 
tort any money from the Dutch, upon any 

pretence 
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J)ret€nce whatever, or for any rcafons before 
detailed, to moleft them in any lhape, or to 
opprefs them by avaricious requifitlons. 

XV. The fifteenth, granted by the em- 
peror MokAD Bax, in the time of the pro- 
vifional chief at Surat^ Isaac KoeCyck, on 
the 2d of the month Jamadius Sanee^ in the 
year* xo66 of the Hegira^ or 1657 of the 
chrifiian era, contains the following articles : 

1 . The firft article of the fecond, and the 
third of the fixtb,^m^;^, are hereby con- 
firmedi 

2. The Dutch may keep their mokams^ or 
laydays, at whatever place they pleale, 
without being hindered or molefted therein 
by any one. 

XVL The fifteenth was granted by the 
emperor Aurengzebe, to the Surat direftor, 
and ambaifador from the Dutch Eaft-India 
Company to the court of the great mogul, 
Theodore van Adrichem, in the fifth 
year of his majefty’s reign, on the 5th of the 
month Rebbi-uUdmoel^ in the year of the 
Hegira 1071, or of the chriftian era 1662, 
and contains the following articles : 

I. That the Dutch (hall be freed from 
the payment of the one per cent brokerage, 
G 3 which 
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which was included in the 3I per cent duty ; 
and that therefore the duty to be paid by 
them fliall thenceforward be no more than 
2 i per cent, according to ancient cuftom. 

2. That upon the cloths and other goods, 
which they import into Hindojian from any 
place, and for which they purchafe cottons? 
indigo, faltpetre, filks, and other rpcrchan- 
dize, at Agra and other places, and carry 
them to Surat and Barochcj aftej' the pay- 
ment of two and a half per cent duty, ac- 
cording to ancient cuftom, no one lhall take 
from them more, cither in Surat or in Ba- 
roche^ or (hall molefl: them in any thing. 

3. The third article of the fecond, and 
the third article of the third, jirmansy are 
hereby confirmed. 

4. That they may purchafe goods from 
whomfoever they pleale. 

5. The firft article of the fecond, and the 
firft article of the twelfth, are hereby 
confirmed. 

6/ That no one fhall require of them 
that they lhall carry the copper which they 
import to the mint ; but, upon payment of 
the cuftomary duty, they lhall have full 
liberty to convey that article to every part of 

Hindojian^ 
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Jlindojlan, and to difpofe of it to whom they 
pleafc; and the purchafcr of the fame {hall 
equally not be molcfted on that account ; in 
order that they may with confidence and 
fafety bring much copper into the country, 
according to their promifes, and that there 
may always be a plentiful ftock of that 
metal on hand. 

y. That the merchants and others who 
owe them money, {hall not delay the pay- 
ment thereof; but that the governors {hall 
take care that they recover their money, and 
that no one {hall affift their debtors to evade 
the payment. 

8. That, if among the horfes which they 
import, there {hall be any fit for the king, 
and he {hall take them, that they {hall be 
paid for at the market-price ; and that with 
refpeft to the others, the proprietors fiiall be 
at liberty to dilpofc of them wherever they 
may judge moft proper, without being com- 
pelled to fell them at Surat. 

9" That in any calc when the prices to 
be paid for fuch horfes as may be feleded 
for the king cannot be agreed upon, thofe 
horfes {hall be fent to the court, with a leal 
about their necks, under the care of confiden- 
G 4 tial 
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tlal perfons, in order that the king's fervants 
may determine upon the price, and remit 
the money. 

10. That no one fliall interdift them, if 
any merchants choofe to go by their fliips to 
Baffora, or other places, paying their paf- 
fage to take them on board ; but they fhall 
fVceiy be allowed to go ; and they (hall equal* 
ly have liberty to take on board goods, and 
to carry them over. 

11. The firft article of the fourth firman 
is hereby confirmed. 

XVII. The feventeenth, granted by the 
fame emperor, Aurengzebe, to the above- 
mentioned ambaffador, Van Ad^richem^ 
in the fifth year of his majefty's reign, on 
the 5th of the month Rebbi-ul-auwel^ in the 
)ear 1071 of the Hegira, or 1662 of our 
era, orders : 

1. That the governor of Jgra (hall not 
trouble the Dutch on account of theduties and 
other charges which are taken in Montaafa- 
bad, nor on account of brokerage on pur* 
chafe§, nor claim the brokerage of the feller, 
otherwife than according to ancient cuftom. 

2. That the firft, frcond, and fixth articles 
of the third ; the firft article of the fourth ; 

the 
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the firft and third articles of the tvvelfth ; 
and the fourth and feventh articles of the 
fixitcnih^Jirmans^ are hereby confirmed. As 
likewife the third article of the fixth firman^ 
with this addition, that no one fliall trouble 
them for any rahaddrees^ or charges of the 
road, except upon what is forbidden at the 
court of the king, namely, wine and fpiritu- 
ous liquors. 

XVIII. The eighteenth, granted by the 
fame prince to the faid ambalfador, at the 
fame time, comprizes— 

A repetition and confirmation of the laft 
article of the preceding, and of the third 
article of the t\x\hyjirmans ; and ordains, that 
no obftacles fliall be raifed to the Dutch in 
the importation and exportation of their mer- 
chandize. 

XIX. The nineteenth, given by the fame 
prince to the faid ambaflador, on the f5th 
of the month Rebbi-ul-auwel^ in the fame 
year, grants : 

1. That the Dutch arriving with their 
fhips before Hougly^ Pipley^ and Ballafore^ 
fhall have liberty to anchor in fuch places as 
they may choofe. 

2 . That after payment of the fixed duty 

of 
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of two and a half per cent upon their goods, 
they may convey them to fuch places as 
they pleafe ; fell them to whatever mer- 
chant they choofe ; piirchafe again goods 
from the fame, in the manner they may 
like beft, and employ brokers in their bufi- 
iiefs, according to their own choice, with- 
out that any one fliall be permitted to in- 
trude himfelf into their fervice, contrary to 
their liking. 

3. That with refpeft to the piecegoods, 
faltpetre, fugar, filk, wax, and other articles, 
for which they trade in the places fituated in 
the provinces of Bahar^ Bengal^ and Orixa^ 
and which they convey for exportation to 
the ports of Hougly, Pipley, and Ballafore^ 
they fhall not in any wife be molefted. 

4. That no one (hall trouble them, on 
pafling and repafling, for any charges of the 
road, except upon what is prohibited at the 
court of the King, namely, wine and fpi- 
rituous liquors ; but that, on the contrary, 
every one (hall be aiding and alfifting them 
therein,/ and (hall fhew them all friend- 
(hip, in order that they may be enabled to 
difjpatch their (hips with eafe and fafety. 

5. That 
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5- That their veflels (hall not be liable to 
be preffed into the imperial fcrvice. 

6, That all merchants and others (hall 
not feck for delays in latisfying their debts; 
but that, on the other hand, the governors 
lhall affift the Dutch in recovering their 
claims, and (hall not fufFer any one to af- 
ford proteftion or concealment to their 
debtors. 

7. That thofe Dutch who may have oc- 

cafion to travel through the king’s domi- 
nioiis, for the tranfadioii of their bufinefs, 
foall be allowed to travel as much, and no 
more, than they think fit per day, and to 
halt or reft whenever, and wherever, they 
choofe, without any one being allowed to 
moleft them herein. * 

XX. The twentieth, iflued by the fame 
■emperor, Aurengzebe, during the time of 
Mobitchar, governor of Surai, in the fe- 
venth year of his majefty’s reign, in the 
year 1073 of the Hegire, or 1664 of our 
era, contains ; 

I. An order to the governor of Surat, 
that the Dutch fliall be exempt during one 
year from paying of cuftom duty, on ac- 
count 
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count of the courageous repulfe of the troops 
of Seva 

2. That one half per cent, out of the 
duty due to the king, ffiall be taken off from 
the faid duty, in favour of the Dutch and 
Engliih j and the government of Surat is in 
confequence ordered to take no more than 
two per cent upon their merchandize from 
that time forwards* * 

XXL The twenty-firfl: was granted by 
the fame emperor, at the time that John 
Bacherus was our ambaflador at the mo- 
gul’s court, in the thirty-third year of his 
majefty’s reign, on the 1 2th of the month 
Moherrn^ in the year 1099 of the Hegira^ of 
1690 of the Chriftian era, and contains — 

The grant to the Company of Eerjam^ 
with the five villages belonging to itj com-» 
prized under Palliacatta^ in the province of 
Hyderabad. 

XXIL The twenty-fecond* granted by 
the emperor Shah Alem, at the time of 

* A noted rebel during the reign of Aurengzebe, whef, 
however, bf VALENtYN’s account, plundered 'and burnt the 
city of Sma ,, in the year 1664. He died in the year i68o^ 
but it was not till 1692 that Aurengzebe fubdued his fons, 
who had fucccedcd him, both in his rebellion, and in his deeds 
of rapine* T. 


the 
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the Surat direftor, John Grotenhuis, and 
at the reqiieft of the governor of Surat^ 
Amanet Chan, in the fecond year of his 
majefty’s reign, on the 19th of the month 
iitkaard^ in the year 1120 of the Hegira^ or 
1709 of the Chriftian era, determines : 

1. That of the twenty lacks of rupees 
taken by force, by the merchants of Sura^y 
from the Dutch, eight lacks and eleven 
thoufand rupees fliall be repaid to them. 

2. That thenceforward no more than two 
and a half per cent duty ihall be charged to 
them, 

3. That the one and a half per cent ad- 
ditional duty charged to them at Barochi 
fliall ceafe. 

4. That all who travel through HindoJia?i^ 
belonging to, and in behalf of the Dutch 
Eafr-India Company, as alfo brokers and 
others travelling on bulinefs, fliall not be 
importuned for any rahadarees^ or other 
charges. 

5. That all the governors and other of- 
ficers belonging to the diflrid: of Hougly are 
ordered not to exa 61 double duty ; but that 
they, according to cuftom, fliall continue, 
as at $uraty to take per cent duty. 

6. That, according to ancient cuflom, a 

place 



[ 94 ] 

place in the city fhall be granted to the 
Dutch Eaft-India Company ftfr their ufe in 
carrying on their trade, and likewife another 
for a refidence for their chief, within the 
city, or in the garden. 

XXIIL The twenty-third was granted by 
the emperor Jehaan Daar Shah, to the 
Surat direftor and ambalTador, in behalf of 
the Dutch Eaft-India Company, to the 
mogul court, John Josiah Ketelaar, in 
the firft year of his majefty’s reign, on the 
14th of the month Redje-bul-moredjab^ in the 
year 1123 of the Hegira, or 1712 of our 
era, by which 

All the privileges granted by the eight 
firft articles of the lixteenth Jirman, are 
confirmed and granted anew ; and further — 

1 , That no one fhajl claim any duty of 
the Dutch, upon the importation, or ex- 
portation, cither by water or by land, of 
any goods intended for their own ufe, as 
clothes, confumables, neceffaries, wrought 
gold and filver, manufadured copper, jewels, 
all kinds of viduals and provifions, &c. 

2. Xiiat if there are any of the Dutch 
who abfent or conceal themfelves, or de- 
fert, from the Company's fervice., the go- 
vernors fliall be bound to feize and arreft 

them 
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them, and to reftore them to the Com- 
pany. 

3. That they (hall not be liable to the de- 
mands of the collcftors of the jtefia^ or head- 
money. 

4. That the houfe of the deceafed Etta- 
BAAR Chan (hall be given to the Com- 
pany’s fervants for their refidence for ever, 
upon the condition, however, that no an- 
gles or embrafures fliall be made to it, nor 
any great or fmall guns conveyed into it, 
and that no other additions fhall be made to it 
than that of chambers wanted for dwelling- 
places, or of warehoufes for houfing of mer- 
chandize, or any other neceffary repairs. 

5. That no one (hall moleft them on ac- 
count of the ten or twelve horfes which 
they annually import, and which are not 
worthy of the king’s notice. 

XXIV. The twenty-fourth, granted by 
the fame prince to the faid ambaffador, at 
the fame time, orders ; 

I. That the governors of Ecbar-abad 
lhall not moleft the Dutch on account of 
any rahadarees^ charges, or any thing elfe, 
which may be taken in Montaas-abad ; nor 
(hall they claim the dues of brokerage from 

the 
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the feller, but fliall continue to claim them, 
according to cullom, from the purchafen 

2. That their goods lhall not be carried 
into the cuftom-houfe, nor fliall any thing be 
claimed from them, according to ancient ufage. 

And further, the firft, fecond, third, and 
fixth articles of the fecond; the firft article 
of the fourth ; the feventh article of the 
fifteenth; the !aft article of the feventeenth; 
and the third article of the twenty-third, 
frmans^ arc hereby confirmed, and granted 
anew. 

XXV, The twenty-fifth, granted by the 
fame prince to the faid anibaffador, in the 
fame year, on the 1 5th of the month Redje-^ 
hulmoredjahy contains merely* — 

The confirmation and renewal of the fe- 
cond article of the fecond ; the laft article 
of the feventeenth ; and the firft article of 
the twenty-third, firmans, 

XXVI. The twenty-fixth, granted by the 
fame prince to the faid ambaifador, in the 
fame year, on the 17th of the month Sabaan^ 
orders^^ 

I. That, according to cuftom, no duty 
ftiall be paid upon the merchandize and 
other goods, which the Dvitch difpofe of 

in 
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in Agra^ Dehly^ and other places, being 
brought through the province of Ameda^ 
bad ; neither on the cotton-cloths, and other 
goods, which they may purchafe at Cam^ 
baya^ Patan^ Dolthabady Brodera, Barocie, 
and other places, and which they carry to 
Surat ; as the duty upon the fame is paid 
upon their entry at Surat, being two and a 
half per cent. 

2. The firft and third articles of the fc- 
cond ; the firft article of the fourth ; the 
fourth and feventh articles of the lixteenth ; 
the laft article of the feventcenth ; and the 
fecond article of the twenty-third, 

are hereby confirmed. 

3. That the imperial officers, governors, 
jaqueerdars and others, belonging to the 
government of Amedabad, (hall not be al- 
lowed to moleft them (the Dutch) upon 
the conveyance of their goods, through their 
province. 

4. That nothing lhall be taken upon the 
goods, intended by the Dutch for their own 


* Jaquterdar is the holder of a jaqmr^ or tertitory granted 
fot a particular ufe, either to mainUin a number of troops, 
or keep a fort in repair, and fometimes ai a pennon. T. 
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conluraption, dr cldthing, whether imported 
by Water or by land. 

5. The lixth article of the fecond j the 
feventh article of the nineteenth ; and the 
third article of the twenty-third, arc, 

liereby confirmed. 

XXVII. The twenty- feventh was grant- 
ed by the fame prince to the aforefaid am- 
balTador, Ketelaar, in the fame year, on 
the 14th of the month Redje bul tnored jab, 
and contains ; 

1. Not only the renewal and confirma- 
tion of all that was granted by the feven 
firft articles of the nineteenth firman, but 
likewife, 

2. That the governors of Patna, Moor- 
Jhedabad, and fuch places as are fituated 
upon the river Ganges down to Hougly, ftiall 
not claim of the Dutch any duty on the 
goods which they may purchafe in Bahar, 
and convey, either by water or by land, 
to Hougly, as the fartie (hall be taken at 
Hougly, at the rate of two and a half per 
cent. ^ 

3. The confirmation of the fecond ar- 
ticle of the twenty-third firman. 

4. That upon the purchales of faltpetre, 

opium, • 
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plecegoods, fugar, and other warW, 
the appointed duty of two and a half per 
cent (hall be paid at Hhugty, and nothing 
more claimed of the Company, ndr (hall 
they be at all molefted oh that head. 

5. That the governoh, and guards, upon 
the roads, fliall not claim any rahadarees^ or 
tharges of the roads, from the Dutch, in 
paffing arid repaflingi noi: hinder them at all 
Ifecreiii. 

6. That the vefTcls^ and authorized fer-^ 
Vants of the Company, provided with pafles 
from the diredtor in Bengal and loadcn with 
goods for fale or barter, (hall not by any 
means be liable to be preflTed in the ter- 
ritories of the king : neither (hall they be 
detained or fufFer any exadtions, cither up- 
on arrival or departure, on the part of any 
faufdars *, colledlors of the revenue, gover- 
nors, or officers of the fea-coaft. 

y. That the governors (hall lend their 
affiftance to the Company, for the obtain- 
ing of what rnay be due to them by the 

* Fau/davt an officer in all great cities, appointed by the 
emperor, who has charge of the police, and fake* rogni- 
tance of all criminal matter*. Sometimes it is one who re- 
ceives the rents from the zemindarsy or landholders, and ac- 
counts to the government for them. T, 

H 2 
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weavers, dyers, or others ; and (hall not 
prevent them from employing fuch fervants, 
brokers, &c. in their fervicc and trade, as 
they themfelves choofe. 

8, That the governors and magiftrates 
fliall in all places fhew amity to the autho- 
rized fervants of the Company, and lhall 
attend to their complaints, and fee that juf- 
tice be done to them. 

9. That the houfe of the deceafed Notp 
Alla Chan, fituated in the city of Patna, 
/hall be given to the Company’s fervants, 
for their rcfidence for ever ; upon condition, 
neverthclcfe, that no angles or embrafures 
lhall be made to it, nor any great or fmall 
guns conveyed into it, and that no additions 
lhall be made to it, unlefs of chambers want- 
ed for dwelling-places^ or of warehoufes for 
houfing of merchandize, or other neceflary 
repairs. 

XXVIII. The twenty-eighth, granted by 
the fame prince to the aforementioned am- 
lialfador, Ketelaar, in the fame year, on 
the 12th of the month Redje bul mored jab, 
contains ; 

A confirm ion of the third article of the 
fixth ; of the fecond and third articles of 

the 
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the twenty-third ; of the fifth and feventh 
articles of the twenty-feventh ; and of the 
ceflion mentioned in the twenty-firft, /r- 
mans*, likewife, that no one lhall prohibit 
them (the Dutch) from taking into their 
employ fuch perfons as they choofe to make 
ufe of for their trade, 

XXIX. The twenty-ninth, given by the 
emperor, Mohammed Shah, during the 
time of the Surat diredtor, Peter Law- 
rence Rhoon, in the ninth year of his 
majefty’s reign, being the year 1140 of the 
Hegira^ or 1729 of our era, grants ; 

1 . That all firmans iffued from time to 
time, by former emperors, with refpedl to 
the duties to be paid upon the goods of the 
Dutch, or otherwife, lhall rerhain in force,^ 
and that no one lhall claim of them more 
than is thereby fixed. 

2. That the diredlor of Surat lhall be 
permitted to purchafe, for his own money, 
ground in the "fienhi hander ^ within the outer 
city-walls of Surat^ by the riverfide, and 
to eredl buildings upon it for houfing of 
merchandize, and that no one lhall pre- 
vent him from fo doing, or moleft him 
therein, 

H3 
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The above contains the fubftance of all 
the firmans granted to our Company, which 
were all accurately tranllated out of the 
Pcrlian into the Dutch language, by the 
order, and duriilg the adminillration, of 
Mr. John Schreuder, diredor of Surat^ 
and afterwards councdlor of India. 

From them it appears that the trade of 
the Dutch Company in the empire of J?/«- 
^fian, has, from time to time, been en- 
couraged with fuch.extraordinary privilegeSj 
as if they were, and even more than as if 
they were, natives of the country, and the 
prince’s own fubjcds, who has taken them 
under his fpecial protedlipn, againft the op- 
preflions and extortions of his lieutenants, 
governors, &c. 

■He defifts, in favour of the Company, 
from a kind of droit iauhaine, which equally 
cxifts here as in France ; he withdraws the 
decifop of any dilputes that may arile 
amongd thcmfelves from the local judges, 
and yells it in themfelves ; and he abfolyes 
them /from all conllraint in matters of re- 
ligion. 

It is, however, certain, that feveral of 
thefe privileges have novy and then been 

infringed j 
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iufrii)ged ; and hence arife the frequent re- 
petitions and confirmations of particular ar- 
ticles in the leveral firmans, by which may 
be evidently ieen, the inftability of the au- 
thoiity of the Mogql empdrors over their 
fubjefts. 

And as none of thefe monarchs, durin? 

o 

thv. fpace of one hundred and eleven years, 
in which thefe charters, or letters patent 
were ilfued, afeended the throne by heredi- 
tary or legal right, but only by the law of 
the ftrongeft, it appears that, in confe- 
quence, the reigning prince did not look 
upon the Jirmans granicd by his prcdecef- 
for as obligatory upon himfelf, and that the 
Company did not think thcmfclves fecurc 
till they had obtained the confirmation of 
them from him, by a new firman : and as 
at the courts of all the oriental monarchs, 
and cfpecially at that of the great mogul, 
nothing can be obtained without confidcra- 
ble prefents, the expence of procuring thefe 
firmans would have been infupportable to 
the Company, had not fortune fo direfted 
it, that the monarchs they had to apply to 
enjoyed very long reigns, of whom Shah 
Jehaan, and hjs foil Aurengzebe, to- 
H 4 gether 
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gether, held the reins of government for 
full eighty-one years. 

However valuable, and of whatever im- 
portance, Mr. Shreuder confidered thefe 
jirmans to be in his time, they are, how- 
ever, at prefent, of little value, as the mogul 
emperor polfelTes no more power, even over 
his own perfon, than the tyranny of the 
Englilh will allow to him j yet they have 
Iblemiily engaged to guarantee thofe privi- 
leges to u?; on which fubjeft I fhall be more 
explicit hereafter. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VII. 

^['he principal Fa 5 lorie$ formerly belonging to the Dir et^ 
tion of Surat — viz, in Persia — at Mocha 
— at WiNGURLA — at Agra — at Ameda- 
BAD — at Baroche — at Chircees and 
Brodera — at Cambaya. — Short Account of 
Jome of thofe Places, — Reafons of the Decline of the 
Dutch 'Trade at Surat. — Great Profits formerly 
made . — Prefent Profits^ &e, — Plans for the Im- 
provement of the Dutch Trade in this Country , — 
filameahle Ina^ivity of Mr, Taillefert during 
the RcvoluHon of 1759 . — Injuries and vexatious 
Proceedings of the Engli/h towards the Dutch, 

The principal faftorles which formerly 
belonged to the diredion of Surat, were thole 
of Perjia*, Mocha, Wingurla, Agra, Ame~ 
dabad, Cambaya, Baroche, Brodera, Chircees, 
&c. “ And it appears to me,” fays Mr. 

.^CHREUDER, in his memorial addrcllcd to 

» The Dutch had formerly fadories at Cmhrm, 

Laar, Schiras, and IJpahan in ftrjia, but their trade to that 
peuntiy has been for feveral yeara entirety abandoned. T. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Pecock, his fucceiibr in the diredion at 
Surat^ ‘‘ that before the Company had any 
** fettled eftabliihment at Ceylon^ or on the 
** coaft of Malabar^ Surat was the chief place 
and ftaple of their whole trade carried on 
** throughout this part of the Indian fea j 
but it did not long remain fo ; our fadory 
at Surat very foon decreafed in importance, 
and this will appear moft evident if we 
take a nearer view of the fituation of each 
** fubordinate fadory.’' 

“ Thofe of Perfia, or Gombroon^ as thisde- 
partment was called in the books of the 
Company, from the principal fadory they 
** had in that country, eftabliihed in the year 
1622, were conftituted into an independent 
“ fettlemcnt in 1633, and put immediately 
under Batavia, The expences of the navi- 
gation between Bajora and Batavia^ ufed 
to be charged to the account of Surat, but 
“ no longer than the year 16 70/ when that 
place was put entirely under GomhroonP 
‘‘ The fadory at Mocha was eftabliihed in 
ihji: year 1620, after two tranfitory expe« 
ditions of trade had been made thither : it 
** has frequently been abandoned, and as 

‘‘ often 



C *®7 1 

W often re-eftabliflied ; but in the year i68<5j 
f* it was equally put under the immediate 
fuperintendence of Batavia'' 

' “ The faiftory at Wingurla, may have been 
H eftabliflied about the year 1655 *} but, in 
the year 1677, it was taken away frorq 
the direftion of Surat, and added to the 
commandery of Malabar." 

“ The faflory at j^gra, was cftablilhod 
in the year 1620, but was abandoned in 
the year 1716, in fo far, that all the 
“ European fervants, the effects of the Com- 
pany, &c. were removed from it, and only 
“ three or four natives left there, to keep 
“ the lodge, and in order that we might 
“ always be entitled to re-enter into the pof- 
“ IcfTion of it, if that be ever again thought 
“ neceflTary.” 

“ The faflory at Amedabad was efta- 

“ blifhed 

^ There is a letter enfant fh>nj the king of HJiapour^ ia 
•whofe dominions Wingurla^ a place on the Mafahar coaft, not 
far north of lay, by which it appears that the Dutch Com. 
pany had refident merchants there as early as 1641 ; and in a 
letter from their faftors there, written in 1653, they fay they 
had been feventeen or eighteen years fettled there in the 
fervice of the Company. T, 
f A 'tedaba , the mahomedan capital of Guzurat^ is faid to 
Jtave received its name from AsuiDf one of the firft kings c*f 

the 
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** bllflied in the year i6i8, but was aban- 
“ doncd in the year 1744, and left on the 
“ fame footing as that at Agra." 

“ The faftory at Earache *■ was eftabliflied 
' “ in 

the country j but it is not improbable that it is the Amadavifl'n 
of Arrian, It is fituated in 23^® north latitude^ on the eafl: 
bulk of the Sahrmatty^ a fmall, yet pkafant, wholefome, and 
conftant ftream. The walls, which ftill remain, are about 
fix miles in circumference, and there is a very wide and deep 
ditch carried all round them. Befides this ditch, new works 
have been, fince conftrufted, where the original deftnees, 
•rther from decay, or fituation, were judged infufEcient, 
There are twelve gateways to pafs in and out of the city. 
Tick g,ateways, and other parts of the wail, appear to have 
been fortified and adorned, at regular diftances, with towers 
ind cupolas, which, in the days of its fplendour, muft have 
equally contributed to ftrcngtli and magnificent appearance. 
Within the city, and upon the banks of the river, there is an 
exfenfive incloiure, diftinguiflied by the name of the Bunder^ 
which was formerly the royal refidence ; it was ftrongly for- 
tified in former times, and when Valentyn wrote, it was 
thioir^ht by the Moors to be the fccureft fortrefs in all 
doJh/7, next to tliofe of Cahul and CiniJahau Thevenot 
and VAtENTYN give copious accounts of the magnificence of 
the mofques, a, id other public buildings, which in their time 
adornedthscity of A redabad. Without the walls, the fuburbs, 
as is evident from their veftiges, miifl: hive extended to. tho 
of three miles rouni. But Antiiahad has fo greatly 
^“clined from its original fplendour, that at this day not more 
than a quarter of the fpace, within the walls, is inhabited. T, 

* B <rodey or Barokwy lies upon the river Nerbedahy about 
twenty- five miles from its mouth; halfway between the 

town 
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" in the year 1617, and is ftiH continued, 
“ yet with very little circumftance, for there 
“ is but one junior merchant, and one book- 
keeper, who refide there as factors, and 
“ who have a few native fervants under 
“ them.” 

“ Our faftories at Chinees * and Brsdera 
“ were eftablidied in the year 1620, as was 

** that 

town and the fea, the river divides itfelF into two branches, 
and forms a long and narrow illand, on each fide of which 
they run into the giilph of Cambay in tlie dire^ions of n.s.t, 
and w.s.w, where there is an open road for fliips in feven 
fathoms, mofily fandy bottom. The fortrefs of Baroche H 
large and fquare, landing upon a hill, which is the onlyemi* 
pence for many miles around, and might be made very fttong, 
Veiy fine bafts and other cottons are mnnufa^ured here; ai>l 
the water of tlic river Nerhe^ah is faid to have a peculiar pro- 
perty for bleaching of cloth to a pcrfe(?f whitenefs. Agate* 
are like wife an article of trade at Barcebe^ which are brought 
from the naountains near Brampour, and are moflly difpofed 
of at Camhaya. T, 

* Ch/rcees^ or ChircheeSi is a fmall town, about a league 
and a half from Amedahad. It has a great number of tombs 
of the kings and princes of Guzurat^ whence the Indians 
believe that it was, in ancient times, the capital of that 
kingdom; but it is more probable that it was only the bury- 
ingpiace of their kings, and that Amedahad was always 
their capital. The factory which the Dutch had here was 
eftabliHicd for the fake of purchafing indigo. T, 
t Brodera^ fituate upon tfe little river Dader^ is a modern 
town, in comparifon with the others, having been built by 

the 
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* tha^ at Cambaya *, though the lall taif 
“ be faid to have been begun in the yeaf 
" 1617; but thefe three were all entirely 
“ abandoned before the year 1 670* althoughj 
“ for want of the neceffary papers, the exail 

the Ton of the laft king of Guzuraty near the fcite of an an^ 
dent town, formerly called Radipore, but now Old Biodera^ 
which it) now entirely gone to decay. It flands in a very fer- 
tile, though fandy, country. It has pretty good walls and 
towers, and is full of artizans, who make the fined duffs of 
all Gitzurat, bafts, nicanees, cannaquins, rheloes, &c. ; the cot- 
tons of Brodera are even finer than thofe of Barocke\ but thejf 
are narrower and (horter. Indigo is alfo an article of trade 
here. T, 

* Camhaya is a large city, lying at the bottom of the gulph of 
the fame name, upon the north bank of the river Canari^ which 
by fome is called the Main. The tides are fo fwift at the 
north end of the gulph, that a horfe, at full fpeed, cannot keep 
pace with the fird waves; in the river they rife with great 
rapidity feven fathoms in ordinary tides, and at high watery 
Ihips can anchor near the town, but at low water, the river 
runs entirely dry, except three or four narrow channels, in 
which there remains about three feet water, fo that the velTels 
in the river mud lie quite aground, though they do not luffer 
much in that filuation, from the bottom not being hard or 
fcndy. The city is twice as large as Burai^ but not near fo 
populous. The dreets are large, and have all gates at the ends^ 
which 4re fhut in the night-time, and there are twelve gates 
to the city, befides thofe of the dreets, which are innumerablc< 
There is a great trade carried on at Camhaya.^ by the Moorifh, 
Armenian, and Arabian merchants^ with Terfia^ Mocha^ Diu^ 
Coimattdelf and other places. T» 

« year 
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year of their abandonment cannot be de -4 
** terminately pointed out.” 

** Thus, out of all thcfc fadtories, the chief, 
fuch as thofe at Gombrdon^ Bajfora^ Mocha^ 
** and WingUrla^ have been taken away from 
the dire<5lion of Surat^ and cither rendered 
independent, or put under fomc other head- 
fettlement : the others have, indeed, b^n 
left to Surety and are ftill reckoned to be 
under its jurifdicSion, but their number and 
confequence are fo diminifhed, that that of 
Baroche dXont may be looked upon as real!/ 
in exiftence ; while thofe of jigra and 
‘‘ Amedahad are merely nominal in the books 
of the Company, and the charges which 
are annually paid for them, would be 
wholly fuperfluous, were they not incurred 
to retain pofieffion of the lodges or faftory- 
houfes there, in order that our right to 
them may be kept alive.” So far goes 
the memorial of Mr. Schreuder before 
alluded to. 

The fa6lory of Surat has always been, with 
juftice, confidered as one of the moft advan- 
tageous eflablifhmeuts of the Company in 
India. The goods which they brought to 
market there, having become, by the luxury 

of 
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of the Moors, articles of the firft neceffity^ 
always met a ready vent ; and as the Company 
were the exclufive importers of them, they 
made whatever prices they chofe to require, 
or could command, according to the more or 
Icfs quantity they might pleafe to import. 

In the llatement of the profits made by the 
Company's trade to Surat ^ during a period of 
about eighty years, commencing in the years 
1662-1663, and terminating in the years 
1749-1750, annexed to the before-mentioned 
memorial of Mn Schreuder, addrclfed to 
his fuccelfor, Mr. Pecock, I find, that in 
the firft ten years, from 1662-1663, to 1673 
•1674, of which the profits for the years 
1671-1672, and 1673-1674, could not be 
computed, as the books of thofe years werfe 
wanting, they amounted upon an average 
annually to 5205^!- per cent upon the finer 
fplces, being in money a yearly fum gained 
upon them alone, of ^334, 560. 9. 8, * 

And for the tea years, from 1688-1689, 
to 1697-1698, they yielded every year, 
upoir an average, 850^^ per cent gain, or in 
money the fum of ^^509, 464, i. 2. •f, while 

Or about ^.30,41^ Rerling. 
t About ;f-46,3i5 fterliiig. 

in 
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in thofc ten yc^rs a further annual average 
profit of 7)255,929. 3. 5.* was made upon 
the other goods, although only in the propor- 
tion of 59sV per cent upon their prime coft. 

But thefe profits gradually dccreafed after 
that period, Thofe upon the Ipices have, 
indeed, rendered a higher proportion per cent, 
and in the year 1731 -1732, they were even 
2400 per cent upon the prime coft j but the 
confumption was, on the other hand, fo fmall, 
that in the ten years, in which that extraor- 
dinary proportion of gain appeared, namely, 
from 1730-1731, to 1739-1740, the real 
annual average profit, in money, fcarcely 
amounted to one-fifth part of the fums before 
made with a lefler advance upon the prime 
coftf. 

The 

* About 23, a66 flerling. T, 
t By Valentyn^i account, the Dutch formerly gained at 
Surat^ 

upon cloves, percent, 

Upon nutmegs, H 53 r percent, 

upon mace, 7 « 8 545 per cent, 

upon copper in bars, 128J. per cent, 
upon ditto in plates^ 3i»+J percent, 

upon benzoin, 42 per cent, 

upon gumlack, 34^3^ per cent, 

upon quicfciilvcr, 274 per cent, 

upon Vermillion, 19/1 per 

rot. HI. I The 
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T^e great decreafe in the profits, under 
the laft adminiftration, which are not b 

one- 

The other articles importetl were, cinnamon, pepper, camphor, 
cardemom, aloes, fucrotrine, areca, fapanwood, elephant’s 
teeth, fandaJwood, woollen cloths, tin, lead in flieets, cowries, 
tea, china, fugar, coral in branches, radix china, ebony, &c. ; 
and in return they purchafed various kinds of piece-goods, as 
gold and filver allegars, and common ditto, 120 ps. per bale; 
chintzes ( heron ; broad and narrow chintzes ; blue bafts of 
Amedahad^ half ditto, ditto, 200 ps. per bale ; narrow white 
bafts of Bajoche^ 160 ps. per bale; black fine ditto, 1200 ps. 
per hale ; broad white ditto, 100 ps. per bale ; filk chindoes, 
160 ps. per bale; black cannequins, per pack of 4 ps. ; white 
ditto, 400 ps. per bale; quilted cottons, per pack of 4ps. ; 
nicances, 120 ps. per bale; petolas, or painted filks ; chouta- 
rees deiiabadys of Agra, 70 ps. per bale; mammoodies of 
Talalpour, 60 and 55 ps. per bale, &c. likewife indigo from 
Agra by picks of 4 manndsof 53 lb. each ; indigo chircees per 
4 maunds of Atnedahad, at 34^ \h. per maund ; candied mirabo- 
Jans, 69/^. or 2 maunds, in a bladder ; hing, or alTa feetida, 
per maund of 40/^. ; rafmala, or borax ; opium of Maha, 
per pack of 99!/^.; foap of Swat, 225/^. per cheft; red 
ealing wax of Surat, ^\\lb. per box ; ,c«tton.yarn, wheat, &c. 
And the clear profits of the head-faftory amounted yearly to 
fix or feven tons of gold f/.55,oco to jf.64,000 flerling). 
Governor Moss el recommended the profecution of the trade 
from Batavia to Swat, and that two large fhips fhouid be 
annually difpatched with 80,000/1^. of cloves, $0,000 lb. of 
nutmegs, 3,000 M of mace, 2,000/1^. of cinnamon, 2 oo,ooQlb. 
of Japan copper, 100,000/1^. of tin, and 2,000,000 of 
fugar, both raw and candied, which he calculated as the yearly 
confutBpiion of Surat, and whereupon he reckoned that about 
/.800;000 f 73,000 flerling), might be gained ; but matterg 

h^VG 
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one-half, as much as thole under Mr. Srnf, 
againft which the charges have only diml- 
nilhed about feven thoufand gilders, may 
principally be attributed to the civil com- 
motions, and diftraftec^ ftate of the country, 
whereby the expedition of goods has been 
greatly obftrufted, and is ftill very difficult; 
one caufe muft llkewife be fought in the de- 
cay of the city of Surat itfelf ; and another in 
the fmall number of fliips and fcanty fupplies 
that are fent thither from Batavia, and 
which are, fbmetimes, even confined to a 
folitary cargo 

This 

have much altered fince his tiqoe here, as well as in every 
part of India. T, 

* From thefe untoward circumftances, it has more than 
once been in the contemplation of the Dutch Couipany to 
remove their Strut trade entirely to the coaft of Malabar^ and 
particularly to Cochin^ where, being the territorial fovereigns, 
they might have neither the rapacious exa(?fions of a Moorifti 
government, nor the fuccefsful rivahy of enterpnfing com- 
petitors, to fear; but Huysers attributes the dedine of their 
Smat trade more to t|ie Jaft circumllance mentioned in the 
text, namely, the little activity of the trade from batavia^ than 
to any of the others, arid conceives, that if a more abundant 
fupply of fpices, Japan copper, and Jaccatra lugar, were fent 
forward, the quantity of which bad of late years been re- 
Oiarkably deficient, the profits of the $urat trade woi Id again 
become very confiderabJe ; as upon tiyery car^o of thofe artt- 
I 2 cl«S 
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This decline of Surat itfelf is, in the firft 
place, a confequence of the almoft total an- 
nihilation of the power and authority of the 
mogul emperors, by which many of the 
native rajahs and nations have rifen into 
confideration, particularly the Marattas, and 
having lhaken off the mogul yoke, have 
aflutned the fovereign authority thcmfelves. 
Hence they have either feized upon every 
thing that paffed through their dominions, or 
if they did not do this, they at leaft have 
exafled heavy contributions from the mer- 
chants, under the denomination of duties, 
and have even, as we have before feen, laid 
the city of Surat under contribution. 

Secondly, the proximity of Bombay, has 

icles a clear gain of at leaft 40 per cent, may be rationally cal- 
culated upon. In 1779, the books of the factory nt Swat 
were clofcd with an advance 6f/.2H3,207 (about 
fterling), being after dedii^lion of all the charges, with ex- 
ception of thofe of one or two (hips fent thither from 
which may amount to about /. 100,000.— fo that the clear 
gains may fcarcely be faid to amount to two tons of gold^ 
(about /.iSjOOO fterling). In that year the goods fent to 
Surat were no more than 1,71 5,718/^. of fugar, »o,oo2 lb. of 
cloves, and a fmall quantity of nutmegs and mace. The only- 
articles fent to Europe out of the returns from Surat^ are 
gamboge, cotton-yarn, and cotton- cloths, of which laft tl^e 
value /.a6o,ooo (about ^^.23,636 fterling) was fold iq 
Holland in the year 1778* T, 
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been of great prejudice to Surat j that fettle- 
ment, on the other hand, flouriflies more 
and tnore, from day to day, owing to the 

entire liberty of exportation which is there 
allowed. Foreign merchants do not fuffer 
opprelRon there, but are favoured and en- 
couraged: proteftionandfecurity are afforded 
them both by water and by land. Bombay 
is likewife fituated nearer to the Deckan than 
Surat, and to this it muft chiefly be attributed, 
that the entire commerce of that wealthy 
country has been diverted to the Englilh 
fettlement, from Surat, which formerly en- ' 
joyed all the advantages of it. 

In the third place, the decay of Surat is 
not a little owing to the fupcriority which 
the Eoglifh have attained there fince the lall: 
revolution. The arrogant and arbitrary con- 
duft of that nation, makes the merchants 
averfe to engage in extenfivc enterprizes of 
trade, and the capitalifts are afraid of putting 
out their money to intercft, or of rifking it 
in the operation of commerOe. 

Exifting fadts are fuflicient to prove, that 
if they cannot turn the current of trade ac- 
cording to their own choice, and to the ad- 
vantage of their own pockets, they will en- 
I 3 deavour 
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deavour to impede it by all the. obftacleSy 
which a defpotic authority puts in their 
power. I have myfelf experienced their 
felfifh conduel; in this relpc6t ; the Englifh 
chief, their councellor Sitton, andthe nabob, 
cauftd an interdiftion to be laid upon all the 
native merchants, that they fhould not pur- 
chafe of me any of the articles I had brought 
with me in private trade, and cfpecially not 
any fugar, in order that I might be com- 
pelled to fell them at the rates which they 
might choofe to give for them ; and they 
even engaged the concurrence, in this refpeft, 
of the chief perfons in our dirc61Ion, that 
they might equally prohibit the Company’s 
brokers, who arc otherwife the chief mer- 
chants, from purchafing of me. 

By thefc, and many other unjud, or let me 
rather fay, iniquitous methods, the trade of 
this formerly fofloiirifhing emporium, which 
was juftly efteemed the moft confiderable 
commercial place of India, runs to decay 
from day to day; and this, to all appearances, 
quadrates exadly with the* fecret views 
which may be fuppofed to aftuate the mem- 
bers of the government at Bombay ; na'mely, 
to compel die merchants, by means of the 

oppreffions 
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oppreffions and difficulties to which they are 
fobjeded here, to have recourfe to Bombay ^ 
for it cannot otherwife be reconciled to the 
maxims of prudence or policy, that fuch 
unexampled extortions ffiould be fuffered to 
prevail in a fubordinate fadory, of which 
they cannot pretend ignorance, by rcafoh of 
its proximity, and the notoriety of them, if 
there were no latent motives to encourage or 
tolerate fuch proceedings. 

Our diredor, Mr. Senf, taking thefe cir- 
cumftancesintoconfideration, was of opinion, 
that it might be more advantageous for the 
interefts of the Company, to ufe. endeavours 
to get pofleffion of fome place, Ibmewhere 
in the neighbourhood of Bombay, where we 
might ourfelves be at hand to deal with the 
merchants of the Deckan, and thereby draw 
them again from their habits of reforting to 
the Englilh for their fupplies of our com- 
modities. 

That gentleman did not let the matter 
reft merely as an opinion, but he alfo was 
examining into the feafibility of putting his 
ideas in pradice, when a very fit opportunity 
prefented itfelf for that purpofe, which was 
as follows : 

I 4 


One 



C iW ] 

Oh6 Ranassoir Sinay, who hadi for a 
long time, refided at Bombay, as the repre- 
fentative of the Maratta chief Mad u row, 
met with fome ill treatment there, about 
the year 1767, and being, on that account, 
incenfed againft the Englifli, he wrote a 
a letter to Mr. Senf, in which he not only 
complained bitterly of their infupportable 
arrogance, but likewife intimated that there 
might now be an opportunity for the Dutch 
Compamy to attain what he knew they had 
long wilhed for, namely, the eftablilhment of 
a faftory at Bazaim, or thereabouts, and this 
gave occafion to a treaty between them : all 
which may be better underllood from the ex- 
traft of Mr. Senf’s memorial on that head, 
from feflion xv to fcftion xvni inclulivc, 
and the documents referred to thereby. 

Mr. Senf had before call bis thoughts 
towards fome places in the gulph of Cambaya, 
and particularly upon Goga*, whither he 
had fent a committee in the year 1765, who, 

under the appearance of a party of pleafure, 

/ 

♦ Goga is a little town on the weftern fide of the gulph of 
Camhaya^ about twenty.eight or thirty leagues from Camlaya^ 
and which Thevenqt lays abounds with banians and 
(tamciK r. 
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furveyed the places in that neighbourhood, 
and the ifland Peram. But nothing rcfuhed 
herefrom, as a lafe anchoring-place for Ihips 
had nowhere been found: and there were 
other circumftances, on account of which this 
projedl could not be ftrongly inlifted upon *. 

But before I depart from this fubjedt, I 
muft remark, that, how great Ibevcr the in- 
fluence and power of the Englilh may have 
been, at the time of the revolution of i759» 
yet they would never have been able to ob- 
tain pofleffion of the caftle, or to have got 
the authority fo much in their own hands as 
they have done, had they not perluaded Mr. 
Taillefert, our dirc6tor at that time, to 
remain entirely inactive, and to let them do 
as they liked, without interruption. 

It muft, however, appear furprifing to 
every one, that a man of a found underftand- 
iug, as that gentleman was faid to poflefs, 
did not make any ufe of the relpeilable force 
which he had, at that time, at his difpofal, 
both in (hips and in troops, which was at Icaft 
fufficient to enable him to fruftrate the defigns 

• S*e the report on that fubjea, delivered in the t9th of 
November, 1765. S. 
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of the Englifh# if he did not choofe to takd 
pofleflion himfelf of the caftle for his maftcrs, 
which was olFered to him, without the leaft 
fear of the effufion of blood ; for it would 
have been effefted in the following manner : 

The Company’s brokers, Mantchergi, 
and Govenram, who were both living, and 
who both related the affair to me, when I was 
at ^urat^ were to have been feized, and put 
under arreft, under feme pretext or other, 
in the caftle, and Mr. Taixlcfert was then 
to have fent a ftrong detachment of troops 
to the caftle, to require their rcleafe as per- 
fons in the fervice of the Dutch Eaft-lndia 
Company ; and this detachment were, by 
agreement, being let into the caftle for that 
purpofe, to make themfelves inftantly mafters 
of it. 

Neverthclefs, the Englilh chief, Mr. Spen- 
cer, had the addrefs to perfuadeMr. Tail- 
LEFERT to remain inadive, either by great 
promifes, or by other means. 

Tjie truth of thefe circumftances appears 
fo evident, even from the public papers of 
the time, that it is not neceffary to infift 
upon the private teftimony of the Company’s 
brokers, or of all the individuals of con- 

fidcratioa 
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Cderation among the natives, who bear wit- 
nefs to them ; for what could otherwife have 
induced Mr. Spencer, before the commence- 
ment of the attack, and when he was at the 
head of the troops, to write, of his own ac- 
cord, his letter of the 1 8th of February, 1 759, 
by which he guaranteed, in the ftrongefl 
manner, all the privileges as well of the Com- 
pany as of individuals, provided they obferved 
a flri6t neutrality r and what could otherwife 
have induced Mr. Taillefert to give, by 
his anfwer of the 20th of the fime month, 
not only aflurances of friend/hip and neutra- 
lity, but hkewile to declare, exprcfsly, that 
for feme time paft he had given orders that 
none of his people fhould give any oftcnce to 
the Englifh, and much Icfs aft inimically 
towards them ; and alfo that he had, for lomc 
(lays, been prefent in perfon with moft of the 
Company'sfervants at their garden, or wharf, 
in order to be the better able to prevent, 
cither the governor of the caftlc, or any one 
ellc, from making any ufe of the Company's 
territory and artillery ? It would equally be 
matter of lurprife, if it were not with the 
iitmoft fatisfaftion that Air. Taillefert 
agreed to this neutrality, why he refufed the 

' repeated 
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repeated offers made to him by the governor 
6f the caftle, as has before been mentioned, 
firft indireftly, afterwards verbally, and then 
publicly and in writing, to deliver the caille 
into the hands of the Dutch Company, in 
defpite of the Englifli and of their menaces : 
for the reafons which he alleges for that re- 
fufal, in his fecret difpatches of the loth of 
March 1759, chiefly cmififting in the pre- 
fumption, that the governor of the caftle had 
no authority from his matter for that purpofe, 
and in the apprehenfion that, if we were to 
take pofleffion of the caftle, the Englilh 
might, at leaft, claim an indemnification from 
us for the expences of the expedition which 
they had begun ; or if we refufed to fatisfy 
their demands, ad againtt us with open hof- 
tility, and perhaps compel us to the abandon- 
ment of the fortrels, with more difgrace, 
than the acquifition of it was accomplilhed 
with facility ; thefe arguments, I fay, are far 
from being fufficient to counterbalance the 
indubitable maxim, that in matters of the 
Utmoft importance and neceflity, the moft 
perilous remedies mutt be reforted to, and 
the utmoft hazard incurred, rather than be 
forced to yield to the fuperiority of rivals. 

It 



It is therefore thought, that fome palpable 
miftake, or abufe, was, committed hereia; 
for it is not otherwife poffible to believe that 
Mr. Taillefert, acquainted fo long be- 
forehand of the defigns of th? Englilh, Ihould 
have tamely remained a fpe£tator of their 
execution, without attempting the leaft op- 
pofitionj the more fo, as he had, at that 
time, under his command, a ftrong garri- 
fon of brave troops exafperated againft the 
Englilh, together with a good number of 
European feamen. 

After all, our people were juftified in ex- 
pefting, as a recompence for their inactivity 
and neutrality, that the formal written af- 
furances, firft given by Mr. Spencer by 
orders from the prefidency of Bombay, and 
afterwards direCl by the council of Bombay, 
that they would maintain us in all the privi- 
leges which had been granted to us by the 
mogul emperors, and that they would not 
fuffer any infraction to be made in them, 
would be religioufly adhered to, and have 
been followed by aCtive, exertions in conli|||^ 
quence. But nothing was left their intention 
than to fulfil thefe fipe promifes andalTurances, 
which had merely ferved fpr the purpofc of 

lulling 
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lulling a too credulous governor into fecurity 
and inadivity. They even, on the contrary, 
foon began to manifeft their defires, if not 
to nullify, at leaft to curtail thofe very pri- 
vileges they had engaged to maintain ; for 
Mr. Spencer, the hero of the piece, whom 
I have fo often mentioned, was no fooner 
in the fafe poireffion of the caftlc, than he 
gave many giounds of complaint to our peo- 
ple, as appears from fome letters written 
foon after by Mr. Taillefert himfelf. 

One Hodges too, an Englifli chief, ven- 
tured far beyond the bounds of juftice and 
equity towards us. Availing of the inability 
of our direftor, Mr. Drabbe, he fought to 
overthrow at once the honour, the efteem, 
and the profperity of our Company ; for it 
was folely through his influence, and at his 
inftigation, that the nabob compelled our 
fervants, in the year 1762, after a long in- 
veftment, or fiege, of their faftory, not only 
to pay a heavy contribution in ready money, 
but alfo to fubmit to the moft humiliating 
Ifenditions that can well be imagined. 

To enumerate all the injuries which our 
nation have fuftaiiied from them here, fince 
that time, and to enter into a particular 

detail 
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detail of our fubjefts of complaint ; of the 
difficulties which wc experienced, before we 
could obtain their confent to remove the 
effefts of the Company out of the factory in 
the city, to the garden, or wharf, and to land 
and houfe the merchandize we imported 
there, notwithftanding the fecond article of 
the twenty- ninth firman^ which, together 
with all the other privileges granted to us, 
they had in fo folemn a manner guaranteed 
to us, and promifed to maintain ; particularly 
empowered us fo to do of their illiberal con- 
duQ with relpeft to the repairs we wanted to 
make at the powder-magazine on the wharf, 
although the perfons they had themfelves 
deputed to infped: into it, had teftified the 
neceflity of the repairs intended ; of the obli- 
gation under which they attempted to bring 
the Company, to let the goods which were to 
be exported be Mapped by an officer appoint- 
ed by them, in conjundion with the one 
appointed for that purpofe by the governor 
of the city, although the latter had .always 
before been alone authorized to do it, and the 
governor of the caftle had never been allowed 
to interfere in this commercial tranfadion, 
and which, if our people had not ppfitively 
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refided, would have fubjefted them for ever 
to the caprices of the Eugliih, in this im< 
portant matter; of the compulfion which 
one Price exercifed, in order to obtain all 
the fugar brought to Surat, in private trade, 
at a very low rate, and which even prevails 
at prefent, as I have before related, and in- 
ftanced by what happened to myfelf ; of the 
indecent and outrageous manner in which 
Hodges claimed the eiFe£ks of one Klin- 
KAERT, who had been our comptroller of 
equipment, but had deftrted, and was taken 
under the protedion of the Englilh chief, 
and when they were refufed to be delivere^, 
his violent conduft in fending an enfign with 
a flrongdetachment of military to feize them, 
and carry them away by force, cauling the 
Company’s feals, which had been affixed to 
thofe effefls, to be torn off by a fubaltern offi- 
cer ; of the ill treatment which our brokers 
underwent, in defiance of the rights of the 
Company, under whofe proteftion, and in 
whofe fervice they were, and confequently 
fubje6l to no jurifdidion but that of our 
direftor ^d council; of the exceffes and 
outrages committed by the Engliffi, in the 
year 1772, at our faftory at Baroche, when 

they 
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they made no fcruple of inveftliig the Com* 
pany^s lodge with an armed force, keeping 
the perfons of their fervants in confinement, 
and breaking open the warehoufes, chefts, 
boxes, &c. : to give a particular detail, 1 fay, 
of all thefe injurious tranfaftions, as they are 
recorded at length in the papers of the Conti- 
pany, and of which, other actompanying and 
aggravating circumftances have been related 
to me, would 'entirely take up the little re- 
maining time I have appropriated for the 
purpofe of noting down only what is moft 
remarkable at Suraty and in the Company’s 
affairs there. The inftances that I h^ve thus 
flightly touched upon, are enough to (hew 
the arrogant and arbitrary difpofition and 
conduft of a nation whofe inveterate hatred 
of the Dutch is too notorious to admit of dif* 
pute ; and likewife the unpleafant and cruel 
fituation in which our Company are placed, 
both here and in Bengal. 

It would be a moftdefirabJe circumftance, 
if the Engh(h were (hut out, from trading to 
other places, where we are pofieffed of the 
territorial power ; or, at leaft, that their trade 
were not preferably enqouraged both by {he 
Company and by individuals. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


Account of the Marattas, — their Wars with the 
Moguls, — Government, — Predatory Pijpofuion , — 
Military EJlabliJhment, — Conduct when in' the 
Field. — Account of their Camps^ (^c. — tributes, 
paid to them, — their territories, — Revenues,^ 
Account of the Patans, or Afghans, — their Origin. 
— their warlike Genius^ (3c, 

I HAVE fevcral times before made mcnr 
tioii of the Marattas, and the influertce 
which this people have at prefent in the 
affairs of Hindojlan^ render them deferving 
of being better known ; and it is requifite 
to give as many particulars of this extenfive 
people as can be afeertained : the following; 
account of them, which I met with in an 
Englifti work, will therefore npt be improper 
jn this place : 

As the Marattas have no written hif- 
tory, and fcarcely any tradition, that we 
know, of their former ftate, it is im- 
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poffible to procure a full and latisfaftory 
« account of fo numerous a nation^ once fet- 
tied, then difperfed, and now re-eftablilh- 
“ ing themfclvcs throughout all parts of the 
mogul empire : a people who have had, 
y from time immemorial, fettlements to the 
north of Dehfyj great part of which they 
ftillpoffefsj though fo great were the num-» 
bers that were driven out from thence, 
by Aurenczebe, that he employed above 
“ twenty years in fruitlefs endeavours to re- 
“ duce them in their new fettlements in the 
mountainous parts of the Deckan *. 

‘‘ They have had continued wars ever 

^ The Maratta Rates in the Decka)i are the only people of 
HitK^oJJan, who were never effectually fubdued, and who 
never unanimoiifly acknowledged themfelves fiefs to the 
throne of Dehly , Aurengzebe himfelf, unable to conquer 
them, found it prudent, for the fake of peace, to yield to 
them the fovereignty of part of the Deckan, They even 
carried the terror of their arms into the heart of Dehlyy 
whence they carried off vaft treafures ; and they continued 
their depredations, firft in the country around that feat of 
empire, and then in the kingdoms of Bengal^ Bahary and 
X)rixa : until, in confidcration of the ceffion to them of the. 
province of Cafacy and an annual tribute of twelve lacks of 
rupees, they concluded a treaty of peace with Allavkfdi 
Chan, who was poflelTci of the foubahfliip of Benga/y in 
the year 1750. T, 
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“ fince with all the moguls, fubahs, ao4 
governors, and made innumerable treaties 
‘‘ of peace with them, which they never 
“ obferve any longer than they think it 
their intereft. They have themfelves had 
‘‘ ftraiige internal revolutions, and what is 
moft ftrange, the prefent governing men 
among them are brahmins, or prielfs, 
hated by the true Marattas, but followed 
by them for pay.’’ 

Their rajah^ or prince, is facred ; and 
“ they hold that he ought to be a kind of 
idol, fhut up, and fed at the public ex- 
“ pence, and the executive power lodged ii^ 
‘‘ Ibme other branch of his family ^ at leaft, 
fuch has been the eftablifhment on the 
“ Malabar coaft : but this was fubverfed by 
“ the ufurpation of the two brahmins, the 
one called Peelagee, and the other 
“ Budgerow. Peelagee governed Gu^ 
‘‘ zuraty and Budgerow the couhtry to the 
fouthward.*' 

His Ton, who fucceeded him, is known 
“ by |iis name Balazerow, on the Coro-^ 
‘‘ mandel coaft : on the Malab'ar he is call- 
ed the Nanna, for that is the title by 
‘‘ which the afting. head of the govern- 

‘‘ ment^ 
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ment, and general of the forces, is dif- 
tinguiflied/' 

The nominal prince* or the idol, as he 
** has been defcribed, is ftyled Ram Rajah, 
and Saha Rajah 

All thefe names, indifcriminately ufed, 
** and ftrangely fpelt, occafion no fmall dif- 
ficulty to the reader of the writings con- 
cerning thefe people, who is alfo defired 
to take notice, that though all authors 
fpeak of SaUaarah as the capital of the 
“ Maratta country, the relidence of the 
brahmin their fovereign, is Poonah^ about 
“ a hundred miles caft-fouth-eaft of Bom- 
bay where all the bufinefs of the go- 
vernment is carried bn.” 

What proves that they have formerly 
been powerful over all the mogul em- 
‘‘ pire, though now difunited, is the uni- 
verfal acknowledgment of the chout^ or 
tribute, paid to them, of a fourth of the 
revenues of every rajah^ or governor. 

» Likewife the Sahoo, or Sou, from the laft king who 
a^lually reigned. 7*. 

f “ D’Anville fays, the fituation of Sattaarah is not 
afeertained, and thcrefoifc he has not put it in his 
*' map.” 7*. 
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“ This they Hill cdleft hi all parts, taking 
“ what they can get of it in ready money, 
" and leaving: the balance in arrear, which 
will ferve them at Icaft as a pretence for^ 
another incurfion, whenever they want 
“ employment for their troops 

It may feem ftrange that thefe Ma- 
‘‘ rattas, who are brahmins, and lb 
obfervers of the Gentoo religion, and the 
‘‘ tenets of the tranfmigratibn of fouls, that 
they will never kill the moft ofFcnfive 
animals that crawl about them, fliould, 
‘‘ without any fcruple, eagerly employ their 

* Their natural faftnefles and inacceffible mountains, 
which confpired with their native bravery to preferve the 
Marattas from the mogul yoke, account for their predatory 
habits, their negleft of agriculture, and invincible love of 
arms. Among this race of warriors, that generous hofpi- 
tality, both towards ftrangers and each other, which in for- 
mer times fo eminently chara<?terized the manners of the 
eaft, is ftill obferved with facred, and even fupcrftitious ex- 
aftnefs. Their military eftablifliment, which is chiefly com- 
pofed of cavalry, is about three hundred thoufand ; but thefe 
are not to be confidered as regulars, or permanent troops, 
but as an eftablifhed militia. In judging of the Maratta 
force, we are alfo to obferve, that it is an invariable cuftom 
among their troops, when an expedition is concluded, to re- 
tire with ^hat plunder they may have colledted, to their re- 
fpeflive abodes ; leaving with the chiefs only what may be 
called their body-guards, T, 
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^ taiircs to the deftrudtion of their fcilow- 
^ creatures. The falvo for this extraor- 
** dinary contradidion, is a device of their 
prieftsi who^ by the fkcrifice of a buf- 
faloi with many myfterious and enthufi- 
aftic cetemonieSi abfblve their warriors 
from the reftridions which bind the vul- 
gar/’ 

It fliould be here bbferved, that the 
Marattas, mentioned lb often in the nar- 
rative were only a body of horfe, free- 
bootersi ^^ho alternately took the pay 
** of the higheft bidder. They were fuch 
“ as MoraJiow •f’ had picked up to follow 
** his fortunes; and, till he attempted to 
make himfelf independent^ they had no 

* (if the wyar bn the coaft of Coromandel^ in the year 
1750. r. 

f MdRAReW, who is Often mentioned in Cambridge’s 
account of the war in India, Was a Mai-atta, who, by fup-r 
porting the divifions in the country, had made himfelf con- 
tiderable from a fmall beginning ; he fided with no party, 
but as he found his advantage in it, and as calily changed 
fides j he commanded about 3000 verj' good horfe. When 
hot employed or paid by any prince, he feoured the coun- 
try for himfelf, and raifed contributions where he could get 
nioft, and n^ith the lead rift. His real mailer was the Nan- 
NA Saha Rajah, but he obeyed his orders only in propor- 
itten as they coincided with his own views. T. 
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“ fettled habitatioH, and no profeffion but 
war, if it may be called a profeffion^ 
“ where they have neither art nor dif- 
cipline : and yet they are formidable to 
“ the Moors, who, carrying fuch numerous 
and encumbered armies to the field, are 
the eafier haraffed, and even ftarved by 
them; for thefe pillagers, continually gal- 
“ loping round the country, cut off the con- 
voys; and as mod: of the parties carry 
“ with them neither baggage nor provifions, 
they eafily elude all purfuit, and, in an 
“ inftant, retire to their faftneffes, or even, 
“ if occafion require, to their own country. 
They ride a hardy horfe, inured to fa- 
tigue, and for the moft part fed with 
“ ftandins: corn. The common men have 
no clothing but a turband on their heady 
‘‘ and a faffi round their waifl: : inftead of a 
“ faddle they ufe fuch a kind of pad as is 
recommended by Marffial Saxe. Truly 
formidable with their fabres, they are fa- 
“ tal to troops that are once broke. 

They are a deftruftive foe, and an un^^ 
“ fervic^able friend. They ruin their ene- 
mics by burning their country, and their 
allies by their avaricious demands for 

“ money. 
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« money. Inftead of meriting theit (>%, 
« which they might eafily do after a defeat, 
« by cutting off all the broken troops, they 
“ fly to the camp, where every one procures 
** a food burden for his horfe, and walking 
on foot drives him away loaded with the 
fpoilV* 

^ The 


* WGi the above. It m^y not he unlntcrefling to com- 
pare and contrail the following piihnre of tl)c more regular 
armies of the Marattas, from DiromV Narrathe of the Camr 
paignagain{llil\t‘?QO Saib, in 1792. — The chiefs thcmfelves, 
and all the Marattas in their fuiie, and, indeed, all their 
'' pie, were remarkably plain, but neat, in their appearance* 
Mild in their alpe6t, humane in their dit'[)ofitlon, polite and 
'* nnaffefted in their addrefs, they arc difiingiiifhed by obe- 
dience to their chiefs, and attachment to their Ciiuntry. 
There were not to be feen atnong them thole fantallic figures 
“ in armour, fo comition among the mahomedans, in the 
nizam’s, or, as they ftylcd theml'clves, the mogul’s army j ad~ 
venturers colle6led from every quarter of the eaft, who, prici* 
** ing themfelves on individual valour, think it beneath them 
" to be ufcful but on the day of battle, and, when that comes, 
proVe only the inefficiency of numbers, unconnected by any 
general principle of union or of difcipline. The Maratta 
** crflup was at the diltance of about fix miles from our’s, and, 
on approaching it, had the appearance of a large Irregular 
town, for the chiefs pitch their ftandards around their gene- 
** ral v/ithout order and their tents being of all fizes, and of 
many different colour^, at a diftance, rcfemble houl’es, rather 
than canvas. The ftreets, too, of their camp, croliing and 
winding in every direftion, difplay a variety of merchandize, 
as in a great fain There are ffiroffs, or money-changers, 
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The Marattas, thoxigh not withbiit 
** trade and manufaftures, have principally 

enriched 

jcwellcrt, fmlths, mechanlci, Ind people of every trade and 
** defeription, as bufily employed in their occupatiohs, and at- 
tending as minutely to their intereft, as if they Were in 
Poonah, and at peace. I'he park of artillery, where all their 
guns arc collefted, made an extraordinary appearance. The 
** gun-carriages, in which they truft to the folidity of the tlm- 
'' her, and ufe but little Iron in their conftruftion, are clumfy 
•* beyond belief, particularly the Wheels, which arc low, and 
formed of large folid pieces of wood United, ^he guns are 
of all forts and dimertfions 5 and, having the names of their 
“ gods given to them, are painted in the moft fantallio man- 
ner; and many of them, held in efteem for the ferviccs they 
are faid to have already performed for the ftate, cannot noW 
** be difpenfed With, although, in every refpeil, unfit for ufe; 
** Were the guns even ferviceable, th6 fmall fupply of ammu- 
** nition with which they are provided, has always effeihially 
** prevented the Maratta artillery from being formidable td 
their enemies. The Maratta infantry is compofed of black 
** chrifiians, and defpicable poor wretches of the loWcft cafte, 
“ uniform in nothing but the bad ftate of their mufquets, none 
of which are either clean or complete ; and few arc provided 
with cither ammunition or accoutrements i they are com- 
manded by half-cafte people of Portuguefe and French ex- 
traction, who draw off the attention of fpe£latofs from th<i 
** b^d clothing of their men, by the profiifiort of antiquated lace 
beftowed on their own j arid if there happen to be a few Eu- 
ropcans among the officers and men, which is fometimes thd 
« cafe^ they execrate the fervice, arid deplore their fate, Th6 
• Marattas do not appear to treat their infantry With more rc- 
** fpe6l than they delerve, as they ride through them without 
any ceremony on the march, and on all oecafidns evidently 

^ eonfidtf 
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** enriched themfdves, by obliging the more 
** wealthy and refpedable powers, their 
“ neighbours, to be tributary to them.” 

“It 


confider them as foreigners, and a very inferior clafs of people 
** and troops. Indeed the attention of the Marattas is direded 
entirely to their horfes and bazars, thofe being the only 
« obje£ts which immediately affeft their intereft. On a 
^ marching- day, the guos and the infantry move off foon 
<< after day-light ; the bazars and baggage move nearly about 
“ the fame time, as foon as they can be packed up and gqt 
** ready. The guns and tumbrels, fufficiently unwieldy 
“ without further burden, are fo heaped with ftorcs and bag- 
gage, that there does not feem to be any idea of its ever 
“ being neceflary tounlimUer, and prepare for action on the 
march. As there are no pioneers attached to the Maratta 
** aitillery to repair the roads, this deficiency is compenfated 
“ by an additional number of cattle, there being fometimes a 
** hundred, or a hundred and fifty bullocks, in a firing of 
“ pairs, to one gun ; the drivers, who are very expert, fit on 
** the yokes, and pafs over every impediment, commonly on 
a trot. The chiefs remain upon the ground, without tents> 
fmoking their hookers, till the artillery and baggage have 
got on fome miles ; they then follow, each purfuing his own 
“ route, attended by his principal people j while the inferiors 
** difperfe, to forage and plunder over the country." 

“ A few days after the jundion of the Maratta armies, an 
“ irregular fire of cannon and mufquetry was heard in their 
“ camp, between nine and ten at night. The troops imme- 
« diately turned out in our camp, and flood to their arms, 
thinking that Tippoo had certainly attacked the Mafattasj 
“ but it proved to be only the celebration of one of their 
ceremonies, in which they falute the new moon on its firft 
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** It will naturally be aiked, why do the 
“ opulent ftates fubmit to be tributary } and 

“ appearance. Anotliercircumftance occurred foon after, alfo 
charafteriftic of their cuftoms and difciplinc. The ground 
“ on which our army had encamped at the junftion beings 
bare of grafa, and extremely dirty, Lord Cornwallis was 
defirous of marching; and fent to the Maratta chiefs to re- 
queft they would move next morning, as their camp lay 
directly in our roiite. They returned for anfwcr, ‘ that 
they fliould be happy to obey his'lordfliip^s commands; but 
as they had halted eight days it was not lucky, nor could 
they, according to the cuftom of their religion, march oil 
the ninth day. His lordfhip gave way to theif fuperftitiouii 
prejudice, and deferred his march,’* 

The armies of the allies, having fometimes to pafs beyond 
** oiir camp to their ground, it was highly entertaining to fe6 
them in motion the whole day; the chiefs in different 
groups, moguls and Marattas alternately, themfelves and' 
their principal attendants mounted on elephants, diftin- 
guilhed by their ftate-flags and nagars alfo borne on ele- 
“ phants. They werj furrounded by cavalry, with their 
various ftandards, and preceded by their bards, and bands 
of mufic, who fung the praifes of their mafters, and th6 
“ heroes of their nation. Group fucceeding group; ele- 
phants, camels, pikemcn, flandard-bearers ; horfemen in* 
numerable, armed with (Word and fliield, with lances, bowii 
and arrows, and every variety of ancient and modern arm^i 
and armour ; tilts and tournamentsfor exercife ; and a con- 
tinual difeharge of piftols and carbines, difplayedthe jubi* 

** Ite of their march. A fpedacle fo wild and irregular, yet 
** fo gr^nd and interefling, refcmbled more the vifions of ro- 
** mance, than any afltmblage that can be fuppofed to havd 
« exigence in real life.” Pages 8-13, 23 and 24. T, 
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what fecurity have they that thefe licentious 
** plunderers will abide by their agreements, 
and not continually encroach upon them, 
and raife their demands ? The rcafon ii 
‘‘ plain: it is lefs ' expenfive, and a lighter 
tax upon trade, to agree to fome certain 
** payment, than to engage in the unknown 
expencc of armies, to free themfelves 
from fo irregular a foe : and as to greater 
exaftlons, if the chief have once fettle4 
the chout^ he will hardly venture to ftrug- 
gle for more, as the money agreed on 
goes into his own pocket ; and were he 
to proceed to the more violent method of 
compulfion, by invading the country, the 
fpoil would all become the property of 
“ his troops, under the article of plunder, 
and his own fliare would come very fhort 
of the fum ftipulated ; befides, they have 
V the prudence to confider, that a country 
ravaged by their troops, will produce nci- 
M ther tribute por plunder again for fomc 
time.*’ 

Such has been, in a great meafure, the 
M ftate of the Maratta people ; but about this 
time (1755) it appears, that they enter- 
ic tained various defigns of extending their 
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territories in feveral parts of the country, 
and alfo on the fea-coaft. They took 
** large diftrids from the viceroy of the 
Decian, marched to J)ehly, and made a 
mogul, and after driving out Angria by 
our ftrength, beat the Portuguefe by their 
own. They had generals who fet up for 
** themfelves in the remote countries that 
they had conquered, and were giving 
fome other indications of their return 
from a vagabond life of rapine and dif. 
** order, to a more fettled l)'ftem of policy 

« The 

* Tlie territories of the Marattas, extend from the neigh- 
hoiirhood of Goa, on the coaft of Malabar, Xo the river Paddar^ 
which dil'charges itfelf into the gulph of Sandy ^ and which 
divides Guzurat from the dominions of Pafia, On the eaft 
they are bounded by the Carnatic, by the Englith Company s 
northern circars, and by the dominions of the foubah of the 
Deckan : but the province of Catac It retches in a winding 
«ourfe to the bay oi‘ Bengal, Their revenues were originally 
very great. Before the ufurpations of Hydek Ali Chan, in 
the kingdom of Myfore, and around it, they amounted to about 
Seventeen niilHons of pounds fterling. Afterwards their annual 
revenue was computed to be iVdl equal to twelve millions j and 
by the conditions of peace impofed upon Tippoo Saib, by 
Lord CoENWAEEis, at the conclufion of the campaign of 
he ceded to the Marattas a traft of* country, yielding 
a yearly revenue of 13,16,666.6 Canteray pagodas, which are 
worth three rupees eaph, making therefore 493,750/. fterling, 
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The Marattas have been a great cheolc 
^ upon the Moorifli government, and it 
** owing to their arms alone that the ma^ 
homedans have been prevented from the 
iifurpatiou of the whole peninfula/* 

As the Moors are a luxurious people^^ 
in a few years of peace they grow cner- 
vated by their debaucheries, and foon de- 
generate into floth and effeminacy. It 
may alfo be added, that a general cor- 
** ruptlon of manners, and treachery to one 
f* another, would greatly conduce to reii- 
der them an eafy prey to the Marattas, 
“ whenever they fliould take the refolutiou 
to expel them the country. And though 
‘‘ there is not a governor, in the higheft 
rank of power and independency, but 
who ftylcs himfclf, a thoufand times, in 
the ordinary tianfaftions of the day, the 
Jlave of the Moguls there is not one of 


The total of the annual revenues of all the diftri£b ceded on 
that occafion by Tippoo amounted to pagodas 39,50,098. 9. 8; 
thirty-nine and a half lacks of rupees additional revenues to 
each of the three confederate powers, the Englilh Eaft-India 
Company the Nizam, or Subah, of the Deckan^ and the Ma- 
rattas, or one hundred and eighteen and a half lacks of rupees 
for the whole j being one-half pfTipPOo’s annual revenue be- 
^re the war. T* 


‘‘ them 
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^ them in the wh^le empire that pays the 
lead regard to the mod folemn orders of 
that monarch, or that will march his 
troops to quell any dangerous commotion, 
“ or dir for the prefervation of the life or 
^ throne of his mader.*' 

The only balance to the power of the 
Marattas, is a race of northern people, 
inhabiting the mountains of Candabar, 
commonly known in India by the name 
of Patans, though they are more gene- 
rally called Agwans, or Afghans, on the 
other fide of the country ; and under that 
name they conquered Ifpahan in the year 
1722/* 

They are mahomedans, yet no left 
enemies to the Moorifli government than 
‘‘ the Marattas or other Indians. They 
are laid to have been defeended from an 
ancient colony of Arabians, who entered 
the country four hundred years before 
Tami^RLANE, and built the city of Ma^ 
fulipatam ; thence extending their con- 
queds northward, they founded Patna in, 
Bengal (or rather BaharJ^ and at lad 
overran the whole country to the wed, 

“ and 
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and were mafters of tkbly when 
LANE firft appeared in India 
As they were always reckoned good 
foldiers, they are now confidered as the 
very beft infantry in the whole empire \ 
** and it is natural to fuppofe they fhould be 
fuch, fince they have been inhabitants of 
the northern mountains.’^ 

This warlike nation made themfelved 
formidable, to Nadir Shah, in hid 
march -j* ; and after that conqueror had 

** left 

♦ Mr. tiANWAY g^ves a different accotirit of the origin of 
the Afghans ; and for a particular detail of their cuftoms, 
hiftory> difpofition, &o. and of their invalion and donqueft of 
PerfiA. in 1722, the reader is referred to his ke volutions o/Ptr/ta^ 
Vol. I. 

f On Nadu Shah’s return from India tvith his army, 
laden with immenfe treafures, he was flopped at the river Indus, 
for want of a fufficient number of boats to form a bridge. I'hiA 
delay afforded time to the Afghans and the Indians, who in- 
habited the Weftem fide of the river, to take up arms. The 
vaft booty which the Perfians had amaffed, was a temptation 
hot to be refiftcd j and they feemed refolved to ity their for- 
tune, if, by uniting their forces, they could not feize fome 
part of the plunder. They attained their obje6l, though with- 
out trying their flrength j for the Perfian king thought himfel^ 
in danger, and chofe rather to riegoclate for a free paffage, than 
fun a hazard where there was nothing to gain, The cortfidera- 
tion of a vaft treafurc, rendered the fierce and intrepid Nadib!, 
^ 01 , 111. I, cautiotJ! 
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“ left the mogul empire in the weak and 
“ iiidefcnfible ftate to which he had re- 
‘‘ duced it, the Patans invaded it, on a fup^ 
pofition that it was in too low a condition 
to be able to rcfift the force which they, 
at that time, thought was fulEcient to 
bring againft it : they were, however, 
‘‘ obliged to quit the country by a precipi- 
tate flight. But it was not long before 
‘‘ the peace of Debly was more fatally dif- 
“ turbed ; for the Patan chief retiring to 
‘‘ Lahore^ in a little time alTcmbled a much 
‘‘ more formidable army, and entering 
Dehljy gave up the town to be plundered 
“ three days by his foldiers. In the mean 
“ time he took to himfelf all that was to 
‘‘ be found in the royal treafury, and re- 
‘‘ quired of the colleftors of the public re- 
“ venues, that they (hould be accountable 
to him for all they had received. He 


cautious and clrcumfpc6l. He offered, and they accepted, ten 
lacks of rupees for a free pailage j and, however large this fum 
might apj)ear upon another occafion, it was an object of very 
little conlideration compared with the bulk of Nadir’s treafure. 
The jewels, money, and valuable*?, carried out of India by Nadir 
and hi- aimy, liavc been computed to amount to no lefs than 
from feventy to eighty millions of jxiunda fterling. 71 

“ then 
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then marched home, being fuppofed to 
have taken away more riches, except 
jewels, than Nadir Shah carried out of 
** the country. He made no revolution, 
and, it is faid, no alteration in the go- 
vernment of Hindo^ariy and yet he af- 
“ fumed a kind of fovereignty over it; but 
when he returned to Lahore^ he drew a 
line from fouth' to north, affuming to 
“ himfelf a vaft extent of country, to the 
weft' of that line, which was before, at 
“ lead nominally, dependent on the empire 
“ of Hindoftan^y there he left his fon Timur, 
as governor of his new dominions, and 
“ gave no further difturbance to Hindojlaii 
** till the year 1757 


^ CambridgeV Acemnt of the Ifar in Indla^ pages 79*82, 
1 19-122, The expedition of Achmet Abdallah, the Patan 
chief here alluded to, in 1757, has been mentioned in chap, x, 
%f the fecond book, vol. ir. T. 
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CHAPTER IX. 


rhe Ccmpanys DireHm at Svji at.— Pomp in which 
the Direilor formerly appeared.— Military and 
Marines.— Ciimcil, — Bookkeepers and other Of- 
ficers of the Company.— Their Brokers.— Money- 
ihanger. — Contractors. — Incomes of the Company’s 
.Servants.— Further Particulars refpeCling their 
• Trade. — Defctiption of their Wharf in the Jenghi- 
harder. 

TP HE adniinlflration of the affairs and 
trade of the Company is at Surat, as in Ben^ 
gal, entrulledto a direftor; thefe two places 
arc the only ones where the Company have 
diredors. 

Formerly our diredlor here lived in great 
pomp, on account of the ideas entertained 
bj- the Moors and Indians, who are accuA 
tomed to calculate the wealth of every one,, 
and to hold them in refpc(ft, in proportion 
as they excel in grandeur and oftentation^ 
For this reafon the Company* have not only 

allowed 
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allowed their diredlor to appear with mag- 
nificence, but have alfo been at the expence 
of the various ornaments and fervices of 
gold and filver plate, which it was necef- 
fery to keep for the purpofes of parade, and 
which would have fallen too heavy upon 
the diredtor himfelf. A certain number of 
horfes, and, as I believe, one or two ele- 
phants, chariots of ceremony, and palan- 
keens, with trappings of gold and filver, 
were kept at the charge of the Company, 
to furnilh a Iplendid appearance whenever 
the diredlor went out in ftate. 

But this is now all fet afidej and the 
ornaments of gold and filver, the fervice 
of filver plate, &c. to the value of thirty 
thoufand rupees, were all carried on board 
of my Blip to Batavia, and very little or 
no appearance of pomp is at prefent kept 
up at Surat, 

The military, of whom there ufed to be 
before one hundred men and upwards, are 
now reduced to one enfign, and fifteen or 
fixteen privates j and the marine eftablifti- 
ment confifts in two commanders of the 
Company’s fmali velfels in the river, and a 
^ 3 boatfwain 
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boatfwain under the comptroller of equip- 
ment 

This decreafe plainly indicates the decay 
of the trade of the Company, and perhaps 
alfo an intention of gradually withdrawing 
from this place, without giving any offence 
to the government of the country, in order 
that they might not oppofe the removal of 
our trade, on account of the advantages 
which they Hill derive from it. 

Yet it is alleged that this is merely done 
in order to bring this faftory upon another 
footing, and to place it immediately under 
the direftion of the adminiftration in Hoi- 
landy as at prefent is the cafe with refpedt 
to Ceylon and Bengal ; to which effeft, the 
orders for fupplies, which were before exe- 
cuted from Batavia^ were henceforward to 
be fulfilled by a veffel to be fent hither direii: 
from Holland for that purpofe 5 and thofe 
for the year 1778 were accordingly made up 
for Europe. 


* In I77^“^777i cftahlifliment of the Dutch at Sum, 
confiftcd of thirty perfons in the civil fervice of the Company, 
one clergyman, two furgeons, four mariners, and twenty-five 
foldiergj in all fixty-two Europeans. T. 


To 
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To the dirc6lor is adjoined, as in all other 
places, a council, coniifting at prelent, of the 
director as prelident, the fenior merchant 
and fecond, the merchant fifeal, and fix ju* 
nior merchants, who, but without the direc- 
tor, and having the fecond as prefident, com- 
pofe the council of juftice, 

Belides thefe there are feveral bookkeepers 
and affiftants, who perform the writing 
bufinefs ; a comptroller of equipment, who 
has the rank of firft lieutenant ; a chief 
furgeon to the hofpital ; and a difpencier^ or 
purveyor, who is, at the lame time, book- 
keeper. 

There are likewife two fadlors in the 
Company’s lodge at Baroche^ one of whom 
is a junior merchant, and the other a book- 
keeper. 

The Company have alfo feveral natives 
in their fervice. Of thefe, the chief are the 
two brokers, one of whom is a Perfee, and 
the other a Banian, who have already been 
between thirty and forty years in that em- 
ployment. 

All fales and purchafes relative to the 
trade of the Company are made by them, 
and they receive for brokerage one and a 
L 4 half 
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half per cent on the former, and three and 
II quarter per cent on the latter. They fre- 
quently purchafe for their own account all 
the goods which the Company import. They 
formerly even carried their, influence in the 
direftion to fuch a pitch, that no other na- 
tive merchant durft ever make an oflFer for 
any goods ; but the direftor Sekp, feeing 
the evil coufequences arifing from their af- 
fumed exclufive privileges, invited himfelf 
other merchants to come and treat for the 
goods, agaiiift which the brokers naturally 
endeavoured to do all they could ; but that 
gentleman found means to pacify them, and 
make them know their duty, 

Neverthelcfs he bellows much praife up- 
on them in feftion 1 07, of his memorial, 
where he fays, that the Company never 
had more zealous, or more intelligent fer- 
vants, nor ever will procure better mer- 
chants as brokers, than thofe who are at 
prefent in that employment. I will quota 
his own words ; “ This appears from the 
large cargoes which I have annually dif- 
^ofed of through their management, and 
« from the great profits which I made upon 
<• them; this appears more evident from 

‘‘ their 
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^ their integrity, in pundually fulfilling 
“ their engagements entered into by the 
“ yearly contraas which I made with them, 
“ and by which I ftipulated, elpecially with 
“ rclped to the- purchafes to be made for 
“ the Company,'^ the mod favourable terms 
“ that could ever be obtained. To thele 
circumftances, therefore, I refer, as con- 
clufive proofs of the neceffity there is 
“ duly to appreciate the merits of our 
brokers and contradors, and to keep 
them attached to our intered. They 
“ hkewife afford proofs of the reality of the 
“ amelioration of the trade of the Company 
“ which has thereby taken place, during my 
“ adminiftration,” 

It were to be wilhed that they were dill 
held in the fame eftimation ; but I have 
feveral times heard complaints of the con- 
trary, imparted to me in confidence; and 
that they meet with much vexation and dif- 
ficulty, by the machinations of the Entrlilh, 
and cfpecially of their broker, who, it fe'^emsi 
had much influence with the perfon who 
has at prefent taken a great part of the di- 
reaioii upon hitnfclf. ^ 

In former times, it appears, that the 

brokers 
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brokers employed by the Company, were 
both banians ; and it feems to have be- 
come hereditary in the family of one of 
them, for the prefent banian broker is the 
fifth of his family, who has filled this of- 
fice, during the fpace of** upwards of one 
hundred years. 

But Mr. ScHREUDER, in his beforemen- 
tioned memorial, addreffed to Mr. Pecock, 
is of opinion, that it is better for the inte- 
refts of the Company that their brokers be 
of different religions, in order to have them 
more under controul, and that the lefs mu- 
tual good underftanding prevail between 
them. Yet I never obferved other wife than 
that they were as confidentially connefted 
together, as if they were not alone of the 
fame religion, but alfo own brothers. 

Befides aSing as brokers in the fales and 
purchafes of goods, one part of their office 
is to attend at the durbar^ or upon the city- 
magiftrates, when there is any thing to do 
there in behalf of the Company, either to 
prefer petitions, prefent remonflranccs, or 
make propofals, all which is done through 
them. 

The Company’s money-changer is alfo 

one 
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one of their principal native fervants. The 
purchafe-inoney of the goods fold is depo- 
fited in his hands, before they are delivered 
out of thj warehoufes. He puts the rupees 
int » bags, each containing one thoufand, 
Wiiich he (cals his c/iiapf and he is 
obliged to ihind to the number, for which 
he receives onc-lixtcentli per cent ; yet the 
l)a^ mint be opened in his {defence, or elfe 
he lb liOt rclponlible, if lefs than the right 
lum he found in it. Thefe bags, fealed in 
this uianner, pafs through feveral hands, 
anu arc currently taken for the value mark- 
ed upon them, without being opened, or the 
money counted out, as long as the feal re- 
mains uninjured. 

The Company have further their fur- 
nilhers, or contradors, being thofe perfoiis 
with whom they contraft for the delivery 
of cotton cloths. They have the cottons 
manufadured according to patterns given 
to them, and as foon as they are ready, 
they are carried into the lodge in the city, 
where they are examined and compared 
with the patterns, and fuch as do not agree, 
or are faulty, are rejeded, and returned to 

the 
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the contractors ; this is called to baTutr the 
cottons, and it may not be done in any other 
place than in the lodge. 

The director has, betides, two natives in 
his fervice called hircarraks, who carry fuch 
meflages to the nabob, disd the city-magif- 
trates, as are of too little importance to 
trouble the brokers with. 

All the European fcrvants of the. Com- 
pany, from the director down to the aflilt- 
ants, enjoy a certain income, ariting from 
two per cent upn the amount of the fales 
of Ipices, and of the purchafes of lilks, cot- 
ton cloths, raw filk, and cotton yarn, for 
Europe, and from five per cent upon the 
fales and purchafes of all other goods, al- 
lowed them by the Company, of which a re- 
partition was made by Mr.ScHHEUDER, and 
approved of by the government at Batavia, in 
the year 1746. 

Thofe who are employed in the ware- 
houfes, in the purveyor’s office, at the 
wharf, &c. have feveral other emoluments, 
which are particularly detailed in the Regu- 
htipns ijfued by the Company, containing the 
Means of a better fnbjijience for their fervants, 

of 
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of which I may, perhaps, add copies In aa 
appendix *. 

The chief articles of merchandize which 
the Company difpole of to advantage here, 
at prefent, are, fpices, Japan copper in bars, 
and fugar ; the other articles, llich as tor- 
toilelhell, benzoin, tin, quickfilver, &c. 
which appear to have produced fome profit 
in former years, are now either not fent 
at all, or in fmall quantities, as ^e greater 
fupplies of them, now brought to Surat, by 
other nations, render the gains upon them 
both precarious and of little confequence. 

Yet the Company have fometimes been 
obliged to put up with a profit of no more 
than twenty-five per cent upon fome of the 
firft mentioned articles; as for inftancc ; 
when in one year, a certain favourite being 
fent as chief to Surat, and it being forefeen 
that his adminiftration would not be of long 
duration, it was alleged that the Company's 

* The regulations intended to have been aiUed by Mr. 
Stavorinus in an appendix, were not publilhed with hia 
voyages, but copies of them have been procured from Hnllaiwt^ 
and tranflatioM of them are added at the end of tins vdom^ 
in M appendix, which, it is prefumed, will be found ufefol to 
explain much of the domeftic economy of the Dutdi Edt-lndia 
Conipanjr. T, 

wareboufea 
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warehoufes at Batavia were fo glutted with 
fugar, that it was necefTary to find fomc 
means of difpofing of the large quantities 
on hand ; it was therefore determined that 
all (hould be fliipped to Surat^ with orders 
to put off the whole, werje even no more 
obtainable than an advance of twenty-five 
per cent on the invoice*value ; thefe in- 
ftrudions were faithfully attended to \ and 
after an adminiftration of two-and-twenty 
months, the, favourite returned well plcafed 
to Batavia, plentifully loaded with rupees. 

In the rainy feafon, lays Mr. Schreuder, 
trade is at a ftand, as the country-roads are 
then imprafticable ; but moft of the cotton 
cloths are woven during that feafon. The 
befl: time for trade is fhortly afterwards, in 
the latter end of September, or the begin- 
ning of Oftober, as moft of the fupplies of 
thepreceding feafon are then exhaufted, and 
the merchants can then fend their goods up 
the country, and fell them to advantage. 

Excepting what relates to the purchafed 
cottons, all the Company’s effeds and con* 
CtTj[is are at prefent upon their wharf, which 
is a piece of ground lying in the fouth- 
weftern fuburb, called Jengbhbander, by the 

riverfide. 



riverfide. It was ceded to the Company, 
partly as a purcbafe, and partly as a dona- 
tion, in the time of the embafly of Mr. 
Ketelaar, in the year 1712 ; but the 
abovementioned ufe was not made of it, 
till under the djijpdion of Mr. Senf, who 
contrived to convey thither all that was ne- 
celTary for that purpofe, and who obliged 
the Company s lervants to refide upon it. I 
compute It to be about feven or eight acres 
in extent ; it is covered with buildings and 
warehoufes, except for about the length of 
fifty or fixty roods (two hundred, or two 
hundred and forty yards), along the river, 
where a Hone wall has been erefted from 
the riverfide, to the height of four feet above 
the level ground, which has two gates, be- 
fore each of which a pierhead juts out into 
the river, where the goods are difcharged 

and Ihipped, and the vefiTels lie always 
afloat. ^ 


The building and repairing of this wall 
have already coft the Company a large fum 
of money, as well in what was paid to the 
Moorift government, in order to obtaih 
pcrmiflion to ered it, as in the expences of 
the conftruaion itfclf. Mr. Dk Roth, who 


feemed 
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fefemed to be very much in earned to begirt 
this work, charged in account, it is faid, 
no Icfs a film than eighty thoufand rupees, 
folely for the confideration-money, given for 
leave to build the wall; and when, two or three 
years ago, part of the \woden piles at the 
northeaft fide required to be renewed, a fum 
of forty thoufand rupees was charged for 
cffeftlng it ; each pile being provided, as I 
was told, with eighty pounds weight of iron- 
work. 

At the weft end of the wall ftands the 
houfe of the direftor, as alfo that of the fe- 
cond ; on the other fide, between thefe, is a 
large open fpace, on which the enfignftaffis 
planted ; and about forty yards from the 
wall there are four dwelling-houfes, of an 
uniform height, being of one ftory, which 
were erefted under the laft direftion, with 
the confent of the Englifti and Moors : be- 
hind them are fome fmaller buildings. The 
bookkeepers and inferior fervants occupy 
part of the warehoufes, which arc very 
flight, being only run up of bamboos and 
woodwork. 

The wharf is fliut every night by two 
gates, at one of which there is a guard of 

military 
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thllllal-y* being juft beyond the hofpital, 
over which the chief furgeon has his apart- 
ments. 

I have now related all what I found wor- 
thy of obfervation during the fliort ftay that 
I made at Surat, which did not permit me 
to examine into the manners and cuftoms of 
the natives with more accuracy, though I 
had the greateft defire to do it. 

I (hall now go back to my journal> from 
the time of my arrival at Surat, 


Vor.. III. 
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CHAPTER X. 


P^apge up the River of SvRAr. — Tht Compan/S 
Garden Zorgvrt.— fA? Bar:^fbe fary-dyke. 
■—‘tomh of a Faquir. —View of the City, idc,— 
Exeurfm to Attv a— T o a Garden of the Nabob. 
— Viftt to a Faquir, -who bad vowed a Silence of 
twelve Tears.— The training of the Englijh Sepoys. 
—Viftt to, and Account of, a Pagoda, and Joms 
Faquirs. — The Company's Brokers pay a Viftt to 
the Author. — He goes to fee a celebrated Faquir, 
called Babba Saheb. — Account of his Houfe, 
Converfation, (3c. — Viftt to another Pagoda, and 
Account ofjome religious Ceremonies of the Gentoos. 

Vijit to the Garden of Begitm Saheb. — Cele- 
bration of the new Tear by the Moors.— Procejfm 
of the Nabob to the Mojque. — Exeurfm to, and 
Account of, Olb Surat, and of a Mojque there.— 
Exeurfm to Briauw.— T e Poele Parre.— 
Defeription of a Species of Hemp. — Further Ac- 
count of feme religious Ceremonies of the Gentoos.— 
Preparations for Departure. 

I HAVE before mentioned' that both the 
fhifJsi Owwerlerk and Overhaul, caft anchor 
in the road of htrat^ on the loth of Novem- 
ber, 1775. 

The 
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The liejit day, at ndoHi, I kft tKe 
and came in about half an hour to Attud, 
or rather to th6 Coftipany’s garden there, 
called iorgoty (free from tah)^ where tha 
direddr, BbsMvfti, then was. 

I found oh the bar, in the Piffageul, liine 
feet Water, it having rileii, sis I guelTed, fix 
feet. The mouth of the river is half a league 
Inroad, by my computation, frofo Sua/y to 
the N.w. to Domu to the s.e. 

A little below SuaTy, on the fame fide, is 
the fary-dykty lb called from its being fre- 
quented by Ibtne of the common people, who' 
retail their tary^ or furi^ to thfe paffers by : I 
have before mentioned this liquor. Thc^ 
country here looks very barren ; but When 
you get higher up, it affumes a better and 
more fertile appearance. At intervals, large 
fields of niUy, which the Moors call judry, 
are leen, divided from each Other by inter- 
vening pafture-grounds. 

A little below the village of Omrah, on 
the right hand, in going up the river, we 
palled the tomb of a faquit, which was at- 
tended by two of thofe devotees .: it ftahds' 
in a little grove, out of which feve^al long' 
M 2 bamboo 
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bamboo poles rife, with little white flags, 
with red fpots upon them. 

On approaching nearer to the point of 
Omrahy we got fight of the city of &urat^ 
the Dutch and .Englilh wharfs, the Com- 
pany’s garden, and, in particular, the Moorilh 
caftle, all which together make a lively and 
variegated appearance, from the numerous 
and different flags that are difplayed upon 
them. 

The whole lies on the fouth bank of the 
river, which is here about one hundred and 
fixty, or two hundred yards in breadth. On . 
the oppofite bank are extenfive plains, the 
view over which is bounded by woods. 

After I had informed Mr. Bos man of my 
arrival, and had flayed a ftiort time with 
him, I left him, and went, by the fame boat 
which brought me, to the Dutch wharf. I 
took up my quarters in a houfe which flood 
juft without the wharf, and which had been 
hired for me at the rate of twenty-five rupees 
per month : this manfion was more like a 
liable than a houfe ; yet I was told, what I 
afterwards found to be the faft, that it was 
one of the beft that could be procured here. 

I took 



[ »6S 1 


I took a walk, early in the morning, on 
the next day, to Attua, in order to fpeak with 
Mr. Bosman on various matters concern- 
ing my fliip, &c. The road thither is very 
pleafant and fliady. On the right hand 
there were people employed by the orders of 
the Englifli chief, to dig up the foundations 
of a ftrong wall, that had furrounded a piece 
of ground fituated by the fide of the river, 
within which a kind of town had been built 
by a native merchant, named Fakkoor- 
DEER, who had nineteen fhips of his own 
at fca, and of whom it was related, that he 
never could bring the number to twenty, for 
the twentieth was no fooner equipped, than 
he received advice of the lofs of one of the 
others. The wealth of this man was lb 
immenfc, that he intended to have covered 
this wall with plates of copper j and he had 
aftually begun to do fo, when the nabob, 
having inticed him into the city with pro- 
feffions of friendlhip and regard, and after 
having in vaip attempted to poifon him, as 
he always fccretly carried an antidote with 
him, inclofed in a ring, put him at laft to 
death by violent means, in his garden of 
Mahmoudi Bagb, 
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In tbp afternoon I went on an cxcurflon 
put of the city, through the Brtam^gate, t^i 
? ^fficn of the nabob, which, from th?it 
gate, is called" the .5m«w-gardcn. The 
building, which is erefled in this garden, con- 
fills of a large 4mn, or faloon, open before 
nnd behind, and having a kind of p^vdlion 
pn each fide, with fmall recelTes, or retiring 
rws. Before the building, an oblong 
fquare piece of ground, one hundred and 
fixty, or one hundrec} and eighty yards in 
length, is funk lower than the ground fur- 
rounding it, the edges of which are fup, 
ported from falling down by a brick wall of 
two ftet in height : this plot of ground is 
divided into beds, in which all forts of 
flowers are fown, or planted. The reft of 
the garden is planted with various fruit-trees 
and among them many vines ; the watering 
of the garden is effeaefj by means of brick 
channels, which convey the water wherever 
It IS wanted, this water is got out of brick 
fifterns, jirought up in leathern bags by oxen 
and poured out jntQ large ftone refervoirs. ’ 
Ai; the other gardens of the nabob, which 
I went to fee, a.t different times, arc laid out 
pearly in the fame mapner, . 
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On the 15th of November, 1 rode out 
with Mr. VAN DER Sleyden, the fifcal of 
this diredion, who had the goodnefs to ac- 
company me to the places where there was 
any thing remarkable, to fee a faquir, who 
had impofed a/ilence of twelve years, as a 
penance, upon himfelf j ten years had already 
elapfed fince he had not fpqken : we found 
him .in a large hut, which had been made 
for him upon his coming hither a few 
months before, for thcfe penitentiary de- 
votees leldom remain long in the fatqe place : 
he was fitting by a little fire, although it 
was .very hot weather on that day. 

He appeared to me to be about thirty 
years of age, was well made, and more in- 
clined to corpulency than fparenefs : he was 
covered with a white duft, which was made 
of afties of burnt cowduug, and is faid to be 
very cooling; his hair and beard were, in 
particular, filled with this duft, which made 
a moft difgufting appearance ; his food con- 
fifted of confeftionary, or fweatmeats, and 
his drink of milk, which the byftanders faid, 
for there were feveral people who vifited 
and attended him in this hut, was brought 
to him CVC17 day out of heaven ; they like- 
M 4 wife 
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Vrifc informed me that the place of his birth 
was fome where in or near Bengal: he was 
able, as I was told, to convey his meaning 
very plainly by figns. Oppofite to where he 
fat, was the image of the idol to whom he 
paid his devotions, placed in,, a femicircular 
niche : it was carved of one piece of a black 
fhining ftone, and reprefented a man in ar- 
mour, with four arms : it was about three 
feet in height. 

The Gentoos paid great refpeft to this 
fiquir, on account of the fingularity of his 
penance. 

When I was at the fame place, about a 
fortnight afterwards, he was gone, and no 
one knew whither ; his hut was demolifted, 
and there remained no veftige of his tem- 
porary abode on that fpot, but the niche in 
which the image of his idol had been placed. 

On the 1 6th of the fame month, proclama- 
tion was made throughout the city, by order 
of the nabob, that the day of the eiifuing new 
moon would equally be the firft day of the 
new year : this proclamation was made 
amidft, the beating of drums, and the found- 
ing of a fort of trumpets, or clarions. 

The day after, I went, early in the mora- 
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ing, to fee the Englifli fepoys perform their 
exercife ; they had been raifed a fliort time 
before to ferve in the war againft the Ma^ 
rattas : this was done upon the Meidan^ 
They formed a body of about two hundred* 
Their fubal tern -officers were of their own 
nation : they all wore a fliort (carlet coat, 
laced with gold 5 pantaloons, and half boots, 
in the Mooriffi faffiion ; and a white turbaa 
wrapped round the head. Their command- 
ing officers were Engliffimen. 

They fired tolerably well ; but the evolu- 
tions, and the clofing of the ranks and filea, 
were but indifferently performed. I like- 
wife obferved that moll of them turned their 
heads afide when they fired. 

In the afternoon, I went on an excurfion, 
out of the iWbe^^.gate, on the road to Om~ 
rah, to a Gentoo pagoda, which was at the 
.diftance of about half a mile from the river* 
It was very fm^H, being fcarcely ten feet 
fquare, covered at top with a cupola. In 
the middle of the floor was a round hole, 
in which there lay a rough unhewn ftone, 
ftrewed with flowers. In a niche in the 
wall, lay a large red brick, with fomo figures 
delineated upon it ; but they were fo worn 

out 
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cmt by length of time, that little of them 
could be difcerned. In a corner, on the fide 
of the entrance, there was a rcprcfcntation 
of lome animal lying down, made, as it 
were, of one brick, but in fuch a clumfy 
manner, that it was impoffible to lay what 
{(articular animal it was intended for. Upon 
the waM, oppofite to the entrance, were 
pinted the figures of the fun and moon.- 

Not far from the pagoda was the faquir’s 
tomb, which I mentioned before. The grave 
was covered by a Hone, about two feet above 
the ground. About twenty-five pees off, 
was the abode of two others faquirs, in a 
little hut, under fome trees, and encircled 
by a paling of bamboo : they were keeprs 
of the tomb, to which fervice they had de- 
voted theml'elves; and when tbefe die, they 
are buried as the others, and other faquirs 
again prform the fame fervice of guarding 
their graves. 

On the i8th, I received a vifit from the 
brokers of the Company, of whom I.bave 
before made fome mention. One of them, 
thd chief of the Perfecs, h^ANTCHsaei by 
pame, was formerly an immenfely rich man, 
ttpd one of the moft capital jnerchants of 
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Burat, buty by imny mi^ortunes, to which 
the Englifh did not contribute a little, he 
has loft much of his wealth; the other, 
called Qovenram, is a Banian, who « 
equally efteemed a man of large property, 
nnd who could Ijteak a good deal of Dutch, 
fo as almoft to carry on a converfation with^ 
out interruption, According to the cuftom 
of the country, I had betel prefented to them 
when they were about to depart, and rofe- 
water poured over their hands, with which 
they likewife moiftened their feces. 

The next day, early in the morning, J 
paid a vifit, in my palankeen, to the Banian 
hoipital for fick aqd maimed animals, of 
which I have before given an account. 

In the afternoon, J rode with Mr. Slxjis^ 
AENs to Poele Parra, not far from which 
place a Gentoo faint, oy faquir, refided, whq 
was held in thegreateft veneration by them, 
and was addrclfcd by the title of Babba 
Saheb, or Lord and Father r the Europeans 
palled him by the fame name. 

This fequir was fo highly venerated by all 
who are of the heathen, or Gentoo, religion, 
that even the Marattas at Poonab, when they 
were aX PwU Parra, in the year before, and 
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had burnt to the ground and deftroyed the 
houfe and garden of the Engliih broker, not 
only abftained from doing the leaft damage 
to the manfion of the holy man, but their 
chiefs wei>t in perfon to pay their refpefts to 
him; and, at his entreaties, ceafed from 
ravaging that neighbourhood any more. 

He refided in a pretty large houfe, of a 
fquare form, built of ftone, with balconies 
all around it. Within it there was an open 
fquare fpace, in the middle of which flood 
a little pagoda, in which there was nothing 
to be feen but fome frightful idols : in one 
of the upper balconies was the image, being 
the reprefeiitation of a woman, with four 
arms, to whom the faquir and his attendants 
paid their religious adorations, and who had 
flrewed it plentifully with flowers. 

We found this reputed faint in another 
gallery, whence there was a beautiful prof- 
peft of the river and its e^ftern Ihore. He 
was fitting on a large round mattrefs. His 
whole body, face, and head, were covered 
with the fame fort of aflies of which I have 
before made mention, and of whfoh he gave 
fame to me, to fatisfy my curiofity, 

Jie received us in a very friendly manner ; 

bnt 



f J73 ] 

ttit he did not rife, from his '.feat; He had 
feveml young brahmins round him, as itvell 
to attend upon him, as to liften to the leffons. 
which he gaye them concerning their re- 
ligion, The.tonverfation wassearried on by 
means of our fervants, who weroj however, 
but very wretched interpreters, I wanted 
much, by their means, to have entered into 
Ibme difcourfe with him, in order to obtain 
abetter infight into his religion j but Mr. 
Slviskens delired me not to do fb, as there 
were too many byftanders of his people, in 
whofc prefence he would not like to exprefs 
his fentiments with freedom and precifion ; 
but he faid, that he had more than once been 
in private with him, and had then converfed 
with him, without difguife, relpcding his 
religion, undisfigured by the fuperftitious 
notions of the common people. 

I went afterwards three fevcral times to 
fee him, in the hope that I might meet with 
him alone, and be equally fortunate with Mr, 
Sluiskens in hearing his real ideas on that 
fubjea ; but it was in vain, for he had al- 
ways feme of his people with him, whom he 
did not appear defirous of fending away. 

One time that I was with him, in com- 
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IKHiy Mrlth Mr. van StSYDfitl, f caaM 
^ qiieAion to be pot to hitn, bo\7 old he' 
was ? to which he at firft anfwered ; “ Oiio' 
“ day and one night j” but afterwards- he 
faid, “ that after his birth; he bad firft been' 
an infant j that when he grew older, he 
“ got a beard, artd encrcafed in ftrength, as 
“ he encrealed in age ; and that he was n<W 
“ fo far advanced in years, that his teeth 
“ began to be loofe j but that, as near as 
he could remember, his period of life had 
“ hitherto been full feventy years." 

He will, doubtlefs, have expreffed his 
meaning, in anfwer to the fimple queftion 
propofed to him, in a better manner than is 
here put down ; but the broken language of 
our interpreters, rendered the tranflation of 
his words neither very clear, nor very in*’ 
terefting. 

This may ferve id confirmatioji of what I 
have before remarked, on fpeaking of the 
religions of the eaft, namely, that we lhall 
not, in Europe, in ail probability, ever ob* 
tain a true notion of the religion of the 
Gtntoos, which is enveloped in fo many 
fuperftitious myfteries, on account of the 
ignorance in their language, of thofc Who 
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may otlierwlfe be i^le and inclined tn make 
the enquiries neceffary for that puj^fe. 

Our interpreter told us further, ** that be 
“ compared Mr. tAK rer Sicydek and 
** me to good and fjsirited horles, who were 
** every day duly*provided with proper food, 
** and were taken care of by careful grooms, 
“ who did their heft to keep up-and improve 
“ the ftrength and beauty of their hwfes; 
“ and himfelf to a little good-for-nothk^ 
“ poney, lame, and of little ufe, but which 
“ was equally valuable in the eyes of the 
■** owner, with either of the others." 

While we were with him, a Gettboo 
woman came to let him know that Ihe had 
performed the penance which he had im- 
pofcd upon her ; whereupon he feemed to- 
give her his blefling, and a little cut arcca- 
nut, with which foe departed highly fatisfied. 

He wanted very much, that we foould 
ftay with him that night, faying, that he 
would provide us with viduals, drink, and 
beds ; but as we were both obliged to return 
to the city, we politely declined bis hof- 
pitable offer- 

On the 20th of November^ I rodc^ With 
VAN BER Sleyden, to what is called 

the 



f ] 

thfc Mango-gme, being on the road to 
raht near which there was a pagoda, )vhere 
the brahrtiins were to perform fome of the 
ceremonies of their religion on that day. 

We found fixteen or .eighteen of thefa 
Indian priefts, who are diftinguifhable by 
little cords, to which a bead is attached in 
the middle, and which hang down their body 
over their left Ihoulder. One, who feemed 
to be the principal among them, fat before 
a fmall odagon hole, which appeared, by the 
eye, to be about a foot and a half in depth, 
and wherein there lay one of their holy 
ftones, which they ornamented with flowers, 
heaped up upon it, like a pyramid, during a 
continued finging, and clapping of hands, in 
a regular cadence : the chief fang firft, and 
the others anfwered him in chorus : when 
the pyramid of flowers was completed, a 
large nolegay was placed at the top: at 
foon as this was? done, they redoubled their 
finging and clapping, and appeared to con- 
gratulate each other on the completion of 
their work. Then one of the brahmins 
flood up, and flopped to the place where the 
principal brahmin fat, who wetted his fore- 
head with a reddilh licjuid, and afterwards 
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placed in his hands the fliell containing that 
liquid, when he went round to the others, 
and wetted their foreheads in the fame 
manner. 

On the 2 1 ft, iij the afternoon, I went to 
fee the garden jvhich had been laid out by 
Begum Saheb, lifter to the celebrated Au- 
RENGZEBE. I walked over it with Theve- 
not’s travels in my hand, and found every 
thing perfedly agreeing with his account, 
making allowance for the circumftance that 
that traveller faw it in its greateft Iplendour, 
and I, more than a century afterwards, in a 
deplorable ftate of decay. 

On the 23d, in the afternoon, I went to 
fee the Bor<z-garden, which alfo lies in the 
outer town, between the Najfqry and Dehly 
gates; but I did not obferve any thing par- 
ticularly remarkable about it. 

On the 24th, in the evening, five guns 
were fired from the Moorilh caftle, which 
is cuftomary, whenever their new moon, 
with which their months begin, mak^s her 
firft appearance ; but that which now took 
place, was of the more confideration, as the 
commencement of their new year was like- 
wile to be taken from it, and the next day 
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was to be the firft of the year 1190 of the 
Hegira, or of the flight of Mahomed from 
Mecca to Medina. 

I went, on the enfuing morning, with Mr. 
VAN DER Sleyden to the Meidan, where 
we took our ftand upon a^. piece of higher 
ground, that we might have a view of the 
proceflion in which the nabob was to ride in 
ftate, to one of the majfieds or mofques, in 
order to put up his prayers, in public, on the 
occafioii of the new year, according to annual 
cuftom. 

The proceflion began to move from the 
court, or durbar, about half paftfeven o'clock. , 
Firft rode the catoual, or IherifF, who is the 
officer appointed to watch over the tranquil- 
lity of the city, accompanied by his officers 
and people, and followed by one loimding a 
large clarion. Next came a lafge elephant, 
marching with great gravity, with -a large 
fquare turret upon his l^ck, furrounded with 
lattice-work, in which there were fome peo- 
ple, one of whom carried the flandard of 
Mahomed in his hand : this was of a trian- 
gular IKape, and made of green filk, em* 
broidcred with flowers of gold. Behind came 
ten or twelve fimilar, but fmaller, {^ndards, 
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which were carried by men on foot. Then 
followed another large, and a fmaller ele- 
phant, carrying, in a kind of large fquare 
troughs, upon their backs, the offerings 
which the nabob was to diftribute to the poor. 
Next came twd camels, with a kettledrum. 
Then feveral Moors, both on foot and on 
horfeback, with drums, flutes, French horns, 
and other fonorous inftrumcnts of mufic. 
Immediately after them followed the nabob, 
fitting upon an elephant of an enormous fize, 
under a pavillion of fcarlet cloth, with two 
circular canopies, which were fupported by 
fmall pilaflers ; behind him flood a fervant, 
who drove away the flics from him, with a 
fan, or brufli, of cow-hair * : the elephant 

* The co^hair of which thefe brufhes arc made, is one of 
the ftaple commodities of Thibet^ and is produced by a fpecies 
of cattle different from what is found in any other country. 
This fpecies is of a larger lize than the common Thibet breed, 
has (hort horns, and no hump on the back. The fkin U 
covered with whitifh hair of a filky appearance ; but the chief 
fingularity of the breed is in the tail, which fpreadsout, broad 
and long, with flowing hairs, like that of a beautiful marc, 
but much finer, and far more glofly. Thefe tails fell very 
high, and arc ufed, mounted on filver handles, for rWar, 
or bruftiei, tochace away the flics; and no man of confcqucnce 
in India, goes out, or fits in form at home, without one or 
two cbTioranubadarsy or brufhers, attending him, with fuch 
inflruments in their hands. T, 
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was richly caparifoned, having a covering of 
fcarlet cloth, hanging half way down to the 
ground, richly laced and embroidered with 
gold, and with a long gold fringe hanging 
down from the edges ; its cars were painted 
with a variety of figures, and "the whole made 
a mod: fplendid appearance. A green filk 
fiag was carried before the nabob, having, as 
it appeared to me, a golden dagger in the 
center of it. The procefiion was clofed by 
a company of Patan foldiers, or fepoys. 

When, at about half part nine o’clock, the 
train returned again pall the caftle, a falute 
of fifteen guns was fired from it, which was 
anfwered by the fame number of difeharges 
from five pieces of artillery, placed cxprefsly 
for that pnrpofc upon the Meidan. 

In the afternoon, I went up the river in a 
boat, with the comptroller of equipment, 
BoFtE, and Mr. van der Sleyden, to the 
town of Old Surat, which lies about half a 
Dutch mile higher up, on the oppofite fide 
of the river. 

This is Hill a town of a pretty large fizc, 
built along the fide of the river ; part of the 
walls and ditches, which formerly furrouiided 
it on the landfide, are ftill in cxillence ; but 
it has much run to decay within the walls. 

Faffing 



[ i8i 3 

Pafling by a majjied^ or mofque, wc had 
the curiofity to ftep into it, in order to take a 
view of the infide, which we were allowed 
to do, upon pulling off our (hoes on entering 
it. I did not fee any thing in this moi'que 
more particularly worthy of remark, than in 
that I had before feen at Slurat : to the weft, 
there was a little clofet made in the wall, in 
which they faid that the Koran lay ; it ferved 
likewife, at the fame time, for the kebla, 
or place towards which thofe that pray in 
the mofque miift turn their faces, becaufe 
Mecca lay in that diredion from that place : 
by the fide of it was a femicircular place in 
the wall, about fix feet high, in which the 
officiating imam places himfelf when he ad- 
drefles a difeourfe to the people. At the end 
of the majjied we found, {landing in a corner, 
a large, oblong, fquarc ftone, upon which 
was inferibed, in Arabic chara6lers, the 
cuftomary ejaculation of mahomedanifm : 
There is but one God, and Mahomed is 
his prophet.” It had been engraven on 
the ftone, in the year 1 50 of the Hegira ; 
and the ftone itfelf had been brought feveral 
centuries ago from Jedda to where it now is, 
at leaft, according to the relation of two of 
N 3 their 
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their religious officiants, who pointed it out 
to us. 

I made a tour, on the i6th, in the after- 
noon, to Briauw, a village on the other fide 
of the river, through which you pafs on going 
to Baroche^ Amedabad^ and other places in- 
land. On paffing the Hafi here, it is very 
lhallow, having fcarcely three feet water, fo 
that moft of the natives pafs it on foot \ but 
carriages arc ferried over in a boat. The 
village itfelf has nothing remarkable in it. 

On the I ft of December, I rode the fame 
way, but higher up: on the riverfide, a 
a little below Poele Parra, there is a large 
and broad flight of ftone fteps, for the pur- 
pofe of going down to bathe in the river. 

Here I faw the preparation of a fort of 
hemp, which bears much refemblance to flax. 
The plant that produces it is called fanne by 
the natives; it fhoots forth a thin ftalk, to 
the height of a man, and about the thicknefs 
of a little finger ; it has no leaves, except a 
few, of a grafs-green colour, at the top, from 
between which grows a little yellow flower. 
After being cut, it is tied in bundles, and 
laid in the river, with clay or earth upon it, 
to keep it under water, where it is fuffered to 
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rot, and where it continues till the ftalks 
feparatc into filaments. It is then hung up, 
dried, and afterwards beaten and heckellcd. 
The threads, though fomewhat coarfe, arc 
long and ftrong; and, although the people 
here think it qannot be made any other ufe 
of,' than to be fpun into fail-yarn, 1 am con- 
fident that good and fubftautial cordage might 
be made from it, and that they could, in 
confequcnce, do without European cordage, 
which is very dear here, and renders the 
outfit of vcflels very expenfive ; for the coir 
cannot be employed in all purpofes of naval 
equipment. When the fame plant is not laid 
in water, but only dried, very good matches 
are made of it. 

On other days I went to fee various other 
curiolities in and near Surat \ the royal 
mint, the caravanferas, the burying-places 
of the banian or gentoo laints, &c. 

About the time when the Company’s cot- 
ton cloths were to be (hipped, the Englifli 
began to renew their former demands, name- 
ly, that the bales (hould be chiapped by an 
officer appointed by them, as well as by the 
one appointed' for that purpofc by the nabob, 
N 4 being 
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being the f^me innovation which they had 
attempted to introduce the preceding year, 
threatening that thev would not otherwife 
fufFer one bale to go from the fliore; but our 
people ftrenuoufly oppofecj this unjuft de- 
mand, and declared that, if >t were perfifted 
in, the Company’s (hips (hould go away 
empty, for they would never agree to fubmit 
to it ; protefting, at the fame time, that all 
the damage and lofs accruing therefrom, 
(hould remain for the refponfability of the 
Englilh. Upon this, they dcfifted from their 
demand, and the bales were, according to 
ancient cuftom, chiapped by the officers of 
the nabob alone. 

The 1 8th of December was a great holi- 
day, of feftival, for the banians, and gen- 
toos, being the laft Monday of the moon, 
which had fallen in on the 24th of November. 

Their brahmins determine at the time of 
each new moon, how many, and what holi- 
days, or feftivals, (hall be obferved during 
that lunation, and which days they (hall 
count lucky, and which unlucky. 

Their religious ceremonies, on this occafion, 
coufifted chiefly in vifiting a pagoda, fituated 
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near the village of Oedanam ; and, in order to 
fee them, I went thither, in the afternoon, 
in my palankeen. 

The road fwarmed with banians and gen- 
toos, who were .going to, or returning from, 
the pagoda ; tiiey were almofi all men i the 
women, as I was told, had gone thither early 
in the morning. When I came near the 
place, the croud was fo great, that I had no 
little trouble to get through it, although I 
had taken eight fepoys with me, on purpole to 
clear the way. 

The environs of the village were filled with 
faquirs and beggars, foliciting for alms ; there 
were alfo a number of little tents, or booths, 
pitched in the neighbourhood, where flowers, 
fruits, &c. were fold. 

The pagoda, towards which the greateft 
croud prefled, flood a little on one fide, upon 
an eminence. It was but fmall j in the cen- 
ter of the floor, was a little oftagonal pit, half 
full of water, in the middle of which lay a 
rough, unhewn flone, which was the objeft 
of their adoration. The preflure of the peo- 
ple who cafl flowers upon the flone was fo 
great, that I could fcarcely fee what was 
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going forward, though the brahmins took 
great pains to make fuiScient room for me. 

Two images, which appeared to me to 
be made of clay, and one of which was the 
reprefentation of a human body, with the head 
of a fwine, flood againfl the- wall. Every 
one who came here, made their fakmmasy in 
token of refpcdl, both to thefe images, and 
to the flone which lay in the hole, giving 
money, according to their refpeftive abilities, 
to the brahmins, who, in return, wetted their 
hands, or faces, with the water in which the 
flone lay j whilfl there were but a few who 
had the good fortune to be thus wetted by a 
brahmin, after he had flroked his moiflened 
hand oVer the abovementioned images of clay. 
They then muttered their prayers, and raak* 
ing feme more Jalammas to the objedls of their 
devotion, they departed highly pleafed, and 
made place for others. 

I flaid about half an hour to fee this feene 
going on j but I was then obliged to return 
again into the open air, becaul'e of the flifling 
clofenefs of the place, occafioned by the ref- 
piration of /the croud within the little temple, 
and the fmoke of the lamps, which it was 

ncceflary 
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neceflary to burn in it; for no other light 
could come to it from without, than through 
the entrance, which was now nearly choaked 
up, by the great multitude of people going in 
and out. 

The remaincjer of the time during which 
I ftaid at Surat, was devoted to the fettling 
of my own concerns, to the receiving a re- 
turn-cargo for Batavia, on board of my (hip, 
and to parting entertainments, which feveral 
of the members of this diredlion were pleafed 
to give on my account, fo that I had no fur- 
ther opportunity of going to fee any thing 
more of importance. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XL 


Departure from Surat. — TX# Zodiacal Light. — 
View of Cafe Comor jv.—PaJage of the Line.— 
An Eclifje of the Moon.— View of the IJland En- 
GKRO.— Account of it, and of its Inhabitants.— 
View of the IJland SvMATR A— Kraketav, 
—Intelligence of the Death of the Governor General, 
VAN DER Parra. — ^Anchor age at Batavia.— 
Remarks on the Signs of Land objerved at a great 
Dijlance from the Shore. — f he Ouwerkerk 
again appointed to go to Svrat.— Repaired at the 
IJland Onrust. — Leaded and ready for Jailing. 

On the 30th of September, having fettled 
all my concerns at Surat, I went down to 
the road, and found every thing on board of 
my fhip, Ouwerkerk, in readinefs for failing, 
lave fome bales of cotton cloth, which were 
to make part of the cargo, and had not yet 
come down, but which came on board early 
the next mornin?. 

O 

la the^ afternoon, the fifcal, Van der 
Sleyden, with the deputies from the coun- 
cil of juftice, came on board, to mufter my 

crew. 
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crew, which was found to amount to one 
hundred and feventy-two fouls, Europeans, 
Moors, Bouginefe, and palTengers. In the- 
night, the dircftor of Surat, Mr. Bosman, 
on board of the. Company’s fchooner, the 
Young Peter, dropped anchor clofe to us. I 
received from him the Company’s papers, and 
my final difpatches, and diredtly, when the 
tide of flood had fubfided, I weighed anchor, 
and got under fail ; but finding that the fhip 
Overhoud did not follow me, I call anchor 
again at half paft three o’clock, p.m. abreafl: 
of the point of Najfary, and juft in fight of 
the road. 

On the following morning, at four o’clock, 
we again got under fail, with the tide of ebb, 
and we fucceeded in getting abreaft of Cape 
St. ‘John the fame evening, and' thus out of 
the banks ; whence we fleered our courfe, 
according to the Company’s failing-orders, 
s.w. in order to keep clear of the land, and 
of the Maratta fleet, which is generally on 
or near the coaft. We faw, on that evening, . 
at funfet, a fleet of veffels, at leaft fifty in 
number, amongft which there were three 
large grabs, lying at anchor, fouth of us ; and 
. being uncertain whether this was the Ma- 
ratta 
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ratta fleet or not, we got all ready for an 
engagement ; we pafled, at feven o’clock, 
F.M. half a league to the weft ward of them, 
Y^ithout their fhewing any figns of an inten- 
tion of attacking us, whence we concluded 
that it was an Englifli convoy, coming from 
Bombay^ 

On the 6th of January, 1 776, being, by 
eftimation, thirty leagues from the land, we 
changed our courfe to s.s.e, and, on the 8th, 
to s.E. ; but being on the next day, at fun- 
rife, within fight of the land, that lies a little 
to the fouthward of the Portuguefe capitab 
Goa^ we again fleered in a foutherly direc- 
tion, fo that, at funfet, we could diftinguilh 
very little of the land. 

On the 9tli of January,^ and for feveral 
following days, we faw every evening, from 
feven to eight o’clock, the zodiacal light in 
the weft, in the fame manner as we had 
before feen it, in the month of Oftober, in 
the caft ; but it w'as then more bright, and 
nearer approaching to twilight, alfo more 
vifible, and terminating in a point : the 
time wh6n I faw this appearance at the 
ftrongeft, was on the 21ft of January, at half 
paft (even o’clock in the evening, in north 

latitude 
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latitude 8® 30', abrcaft of Coylang, on the 
coaft of Malabar^ three leagues off : it then 
appeared as light and clear as the breaking 
of the day, about a quarter of an hour before 
funrilc; its bafe flood upon a dark cloud, 
fuch as the fsamen call a fog-bank, which 
role about three degrees above the horizon ; 
the breadth of the light was, at the bottom, 
nearly 10®, and It was vifible to the height 
of 40®, where it terminated in a pyramidal 
form. It was ftill vifible at nine o’clock, 
but not half fo bright as before ; it darkened 
the luftre of moft of the liars that were 
within its range 5 but I never faw the zodi- 
acal light, without a cloud, or fog-bank, 
upon which its bafis relied. 

We continued to fail along, keeping juft 
out of fight of the land, without meeting 
with any thing remarkable, till the 20th of 
January, when we again got fight of the 
land ; it was near Cali Coylang j whereupon 
the Ihip Overboud parted from us the next 
day, and purfued her voyage for Punto Gallo^ 
in Ctyloris In the evening, we faw the % 
of Coylang, and, on the next day, at funfet, 
the Englilh fort of Ansjengo, and the high 
land ot Cape Comrin, the foutbernmoft point 

of 
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of India within the whence we fleered 

for the offing, in order to purfuc our voyage 
for Batavia j yet wc were not able to double 
the Cape till the 25th, by reafon of the 
calms, and a contrary current, which we 
ihet with ; on that day, however, we got 
into the current of the ftrong northeaft 
winds which fweep down along the high 
mountains of the Ghauts, and which make 
the bad monfoon on the coaft of Coromandel. 

On the 26th of January, we thought that 
we had a glimpfe of the ifland Ceylon, bearing 
N.E. by N. 

We had now a fettled N.E. and e.n.e. 
wind, which carried us, on the 2d of Fe- 
bruary, at noon, under the line, in the lon- 
gitude, by eflimatiop, of 99® caft of Teneriffe. 
On the fame day the wind veered through 
the north to weft, but with light airs. 

On the evening of the 4th enfuing, we 
faw a total eclipfe of the moon : we could 
not obferve the commencement of it, as the 
moon rofe during the eclipfe : the entire 
obfeuration was at fifty-three minutes paft 
fix o’clodc ; the time when the planet began 
to recover its light, thirty-nine minutes paft 
eight ; and the termination of the eclipfe, at 

forty* 
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forty-four minutes paft nine, fo that the du- 
ration of the total obfcuration was one hour 
and five minutes. 

We had continual calms, or variable 
winds, which, from the middle of February 
to the 1 2th of March, blew moftly from the 
foutheaft: and as, from what is generally 
the cafe, vve had to expeft wefterly winds in 
this part of the navigation, our voyage was 
greatly retarded, fo that we did not come in 
fight of the ifland Engano* till the i 8 th of 

March. 


* The ifland of Er.gam, although frequently feen and men- 
tioned by navigators, as moft velTels that pafs the ftraits of 
Sun, /a, during the wefterly monfoon, run in fight of it, feems 
not to have been vifited by any Europeans, but once, of which 
an account is given in the PhiUfophical Tranfaaions of 1778; 
the rocks and breakers, with which it is furrounded, having 
always difeouraged the attempt. The notice taken of it by 
Mr. Stavorinus, vol. T. pag*e 48, except the fhort mentioi> 
of its inhabitants, is merely what a paffing Teaman might col- 
led from its appearance. In the firft voyage of the Dutch tp 
the Eaft- Indies, perfumed in 1596, coming in light of “the 
“ ifland of Pu^niatan, which the Portuguefe have named Eft. 
** ^ano, they faw fix or feven canoes under the land ; a boat 
“ was manned for the purpofe of fpeaking to them; but on 
“ feeing the Europeans advance, the Indians went back, an4 
drew their canoes upon the beach ; thefe canoes were pretty 
long, but fcarcely one foot in breadth, and had two out- 
riggers : the people that were in them made figns for the 
“ Dutch to come on fhore, which they did not do, not being 

VOL. HI. Q it fyfficiently 
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March. Four days before we had feeA ^ 
fail under Dutch colours. 

We 

fufScicntly armed ; thefe iflanders were about twenty threo 
in number, aad weil armed with bo\ys and arrows; they 
** were tall and weil made, and of a yellowifli hue, like the 
Brafilians ; they wore very long hair, perfe6fly ftraight, 
V hanging down oyer their llioulders; they were entirely 
naked, and had not the Icaft covering on any part of the 
M body.*’ From that time, till the abpvementioned voyage 
wade to it from Benmkn^ for the purpofe of exploring it, we 
ijo not know that any perfoja either touched at, or has deferihed 
Jt. The relation of this attempt not being accelTible to all, 
we add an abElracfl of it.—** With great difficulty and danger 
“ we beat up the whole weft fide of it, without fjnding any 
place where we could attempt to land ; apd we loft two 
f* anchors, and had very nearly fuffered ihipwreck, before we 
f ‘ found a fecure place into which we could run the veffel. At 
laft, however, we difeovered a fpacious harbour at the fouth- 
<* eaft end of the ifland, and I immediately went into it in the 
“ boat, and ordered the veflel to follow me as foon as poffible, 
“ for it Was then a dead calm. We rowed dircdly into this 
bay; and as foon as we had got round the points of an 
ifland which lay off the harbour, we difeovered all the beach 
*• covered with naked favages, armed with lances and clubs ; 
“ and twelve canoes full of thepi, who, till we had paffed 
*= them, had Iain concealed, ruflied out upon me, making a 
horrid noife. As I had only one European, and four black 
** folcliers, befides the four lafcars that rowed the boat, I 
** thoughAtbeft to return, if poffible, under, the guns of the 
** veffel, before I ventured to fpeak with them. The canoes 
“ after having pin fued us for a mile, flopped a little to con- 
<* fult together, which gave us an opportunity to efcape, as 
f* they did not care to follow us out to fea. The fame aft?r- 

** noon. 
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Wc found here that we were fifty-eight 
and a half leagues more to the weftward, 

than 


« noon, the vcflel came to an anchor in the bay, and we were 
“ prcfently vifiteil by. fifty or fixty canoes, full of peoj k, 
‘‘ They paddled round the vefiel, and called to us in a language 
which nobody on board underftood, though I had people 
“ with me who underftood the languages fpoken on all the* other 
“ iflands. They looked at every thing about the velTel very 
“ attentively, but more for the fake of pilfering, than from 
curiolity ; for they watched an opportunity, and unihipped 
the rudder of the boat, and paddled away with it. J fired 
“ a miilket over their heads, the noife of which frightened 
“ them fo, that all of them leaped into the fea, but foon rc- 
covered themfelvcs, and paddled off. I w’enr on fhore the 
the day after ; Ifaw a few hoiifes near the beach, and went 
“ towards them; but the natives flocked do vn, to the number 
“ of fixly or feventy men, well armed with lances, &c. and put 
“ themfelves in our way; yet, when we approached them, 
they retreated (lowly, making a few threatening geflures. 
“ I then ordered my companions to halt, and went alone 
“ towards them ; they permitted me to come amongft them, 
and I gave them fome knives, pieces of cloth, and look* 
“ ing-glalTes, with w’hich they feemed well pleafed, and al- 
“ lowed me to take their lances, &r. and give them to my 
“ firvnnt, whom I had called to take them. Finding them 
“ behave civilly, 1 made figns that I wanted to go to their 
houfes and eat with them; they immediately lent people, 
“ who brought me cocoa-nuts, but did hot feem to approve 
“ of my going to their houfes : however, 1 determined to 
“ venture, and feeing a path leading towards them, I went 
<< forward, attended by about twenty of the natives, who, 
as foon as we had got behind fome trees, which prevented 
“ niy people from feeing us, began to lay violent hands on 
0 1 ** my 
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than by our reckoning, Ante our pblervation 
of, and departure from, Cape Conform, ori 

the 

my clothes, and endeavour to pull them off ; but having 
“ a fmall hanger, I drew it, and making a ftroke at one of 
them, retreated as fall as poffible to the beach. Soon after 
“ we heard the found of a conchfhcil, and a party of abo\|t 
« two hundred, aflenibled at about a mile tliriance. It wa§ 
now near funfet, and we were near a mile from our boat, 
I therefore rcti^rned on board, but fiift went to the houfes 
** which the natives had abandoned, and found them ftrip- 
« ped of every thing. I intended to have attempted an- 
other day, to have penetrated into the country, and ha^ 
prepared ray people for it : but the inconfiderate re- 
fentment of an ofBccr, rendered my fcheme abortive. 
hid been in the boat to fomc of the natives, who ha4 
f‘ waded out on a reef of rocks, and called to us ; tftey had 
“ brought fome cocoanuts, for which he gave them pieces of 
** cloth ; one of them, feeing his hanger lying befide him in 
f* the boat, fnatched it and ran away ; upon which he fired 
“ upon them, and purfued them to fome of their houfes, 
<< which, finding empty, he burnt. This fet the wholq 
country in alarm ; conchlftells were founded all over the 
“ bay, and^in the morning wc faw great multitudes of peo- 
** pie aHembled in different places, making threatening gef- 
** tines : fo that, finding it would be upfafe to venture among 
“ them again, as, for want of underftandjng their language, 
** we could not come to any explanation with them, I or- 
“ dered the anchor to be weighed, and failed out of the bay, 
V bringing away two of the natives with They are a 
tall wellmade people; the men, in general, abouf five, feet 
eight or ten inches high ; the women fliorter, and more 
?f clumfy. They are of a rc4 colour, and have ftraight blacit 

hair. 
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the i4th of January ; this was probably oc- 
calioned by the currents, which we had fre^ 
quently obferved fetting to the weftward. 

On the 2 1 ft, in the forenoon, we came in 
fight of the lahd of Sumatra^ and the hill of 

« hair, which the men cUt ihort, but the women let grow 
“ long, and roll up in a circle on the top of their heads. 

The men go entirely naked, and the women wear nothing 
“ more than a very narrow (lip of plaintain-leaf. The men 
“ always go armed with fix or eight lances, made of the wood 
of the cabbage- tree, which is extremely hard ; they are about 
“ fix feet long, and topped with the large bones of fifli, flurp- 
“ ened and barbed, or with a piece of bamboo, hardened in 
the fire, very fliarp pointed, and its concave part armed 
“ with the jawbones and teeth of tifti. They have no iron, 
“ or other metal, that I could fee, yet they build very neat 
** canoes; they are formed of two thin boards fewed to- 
gether, and the feam filled with a refinous fubftance. They 
** are about ten feet long, and about a foot broad, and have 
an outrigger on each fide. They fplit trees into boards 
with (lone wedges. Their houfes are circular, fupported 
^ on ten or twelve ironwood (licks, about fix feet long ; they 
are neatly floored with plank, and the roof rifes imme- 
diately from the floor in a conical form, fo as to refem- 
ble a draw beehive ; their diameter is not above eight 
feet. Thefe people have no rice, fowls^ or cattle of any 
kind; they feem to live upon cocoanuts, fweet potatoes, 
“ and fugarcanes. They catch fi(h, and dry them in the 
fmoke ; thefe fifli they cither ftrike with their lances, or 
“ catch in a drawing net, of which they make very neat 
“ ones. They do not chew betel, a cuftom which pievails 
“ univerlklly among the caftern nations.** T, 
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Paffangefy bearing n.e. by e. ; but at funfet 
we could not fee any appearance of land ; 
but as we had not been able to take an ob- 
fervation of the latitude at noon, on account 
of the hazinefs^of the weather, I judged it 
more prudent to ply to and fro with little 
fail during the night, than, by Handing on at 
an uncertainty, to bring ourfelvcs into dan- 
ger : we had very rough weather that night, 
with violent flaws of wind, and a thick 
cloudy Iky, with rain, thunder, and light- 
ning. 

At daybreak, on the following morning, 
when the rough weather began to blow over 
a little, and the Iky cleared up to the norths 
ward, we faw the Keizers^ or Emperors- 
ifland, bearing n.e. by n. and the fummit 
of the high hill of Kraketau^ juft rifing 
above the horizon, in the e.n.e. ; but the 
iky being very thick and hazy to the eaft 
and fouth, we could not fee any thing elfe, 
and the wind veering continually about, we 
were obliged to tack every minute ; this 
continue^ till nine o’clock, a.m. when the 
wind fettling in the w.n.w. we fleered laree 
N.N.E. In a ihort time the wind encreafed 
to a violent llorm, with dreadful gufts of 

wind, 
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Vind, by which we were three times obliged 
to take in our topfails ; but getting a glimpfe 
0/ i^mfe’s-ifland at half paft ten o’clock, 
bearing eaft and E. by s. from us, and a vio- 
lent current, fetting to the foutheall, carry- 
ing us forcibly 'towards the land, we were 
forced to fet our top&ils again, in order to 
haul off from the leefliore, in which we fuc- 
ceeded, the high hill of that illand bearing 
s.E. at half paft three o’clockj p.m. and we 
then fteered for Kraketau, and dropped an- 
chor, at feven o’clock, p.m. on the eaft fide 
of it, in forty-five fathoms water, loft mud 
bottom i 

The next day, the Wind being favourable, 
we got under fail again, at eight o’clock, 
A.M. We pafled a Dutch Ihip that lay at 
anchor in thp bay of Jeritte, and let drop 
our anchors, at feven o’clock, p.m. under 
the high land of Bantam, in twenty-four 
fathoms, mud bottom. 

We continued at anchor the 24th, being 
occupied in clearing and cleaning the Ihip j 
and here we received intelligence, that the 
governor general, Peter Albert van der 
Parra, had died, on the 28th of December 
of the preceding year, at his countryleat 
0 4 WtUevretden 
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Weltcforeedm (mil contented) , and that the 
direftor general, Jeremiah van Riems** 
DYCK, had fucceeded to his dignity. 

We fet fail again, on the 25th of March, 
in the morning, before daybreak, and paflTed, 
at nine o’clock, a.m. the foip Maria Jacobaf 
Captain Dekker, coming from Padang, 
which was the fame veffel we had feen at 
anchor in the bay of JerittCf two days before. 
At four o’clock, p.m. meeting with a con^ 
trary wind and current, we anchored under 
MenfcheneeterSy or Cannibal-i^^nA. 

On the 26th, in the morning, we again 
got under fail, and Jhould have reached the 
road of Batavia before the evening, had we 
not been prevented by a violent flaw of wind 
and rain, from the s.s.w. ; we came to an 
anchor juft in time under the \i\mdHorn^ but 
the wind was fo ftrong, that our anchor drag- 
ged, and we were obliged to let go another^ 

Sailing again on the 27th, we anchored, a 
little after twelve o’clock at noon, in the 
road before Batavia, 

Going on ftiore, at three o’clock, the boat 
was in gr^at danger of overfetting,.by a fud-* 
den and violent guft of wind and rain from 
the weft ; but we gdt fafe into the rivcf^ 

and 
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and reached the city at half paft four o’clock, 
when I immediately gave information of my 
arrival to his excellency, Governor van 
Riemsdyck, delivering the Company’s pa- 
pers into his hands. 

On the 13th* of April, I went with my 
Ihip to the ifland Onrujl, where ihe was to 
receive a new bowlprit and mainmaft, and 
I returned the fame evening to Batavia. 

It is a remarkable circumftance, that on 
my voyage back from Surat, we met with 
ligns of land, when we were yet at a very 
great diftance from the Ihore. 

Floating red blubber, which is generally 
confidered in thefe feas as a certain fign of 
land, was feen when we were full one hundred 
and forty leagues from the ifland Engano ; a 
large turtle, at the diftance of one hundred and 
twenty-five leagues ; a little landbird, at one 
hundred leagues ; greens, wood, and bam- 
boos, at fixty leagues; a turtle and two 
water-fnakes, at fifty-five leagues ; and the 
trunk of a cocoanut-tree, and lome bamboos, 
at thirty leagues diftance. 

W e loft thirty-one men on the voyage from 
Surat i of whom twenty were Moors, one of 
whom was drowned j nine were native fbl- 
diers ; and two were European failors. 


On 



[ 202 J 

On the 29th bf May, the fliip Owwerkerk 
was again appointed to go a voyage to Surat^ 
together with the fhip Venus \ but it was 
about the middle of Auguft before we began 
to take in our cargo, as there was a great 
fcarcity of fugar, which was to conftitute the 
greateft part of the ladings and the Venus 
was to go firft, becaufe flie was to convey 
the bales of piecegoods from Surat to Ceylon \ 
and Ihe accordingly failed on the iith of 
Auguft* 

My fhip had, in the mean time, undergone 
a thorough repair, and had got a neW main 
and foremaft, bowfprit, and moft of her 
yards, which had become unferviceable ; 
among her repairs were likewife a ii^w beam^ 
and knee, in the hold, which had moft likely 
been fprung by the ftraining of the Ihipi 
when under a prcfs of fail. 

I failed with her, in the month of Auguft, ^ 
from Onruji to Batavia^ in order to take on 
board the reft of the lading, which was not, 
however, aftually completed till the 28th of 
September, when the crew were muftered^ 
and found to confift of eighty European fea- 
tnen, twenty-eight Moors of Sut^at, and 
twenty-five Malay, or country, foldiers.- 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER Xir. 


Departure from BAtAviA — From s*JJlands 

— Signs of Land, — Peijf^g^ of the Line, — Occur* 
rences of the Voyage, — View of Cevlon — Of 
Cape Comorin. — Anchorage at Ansjengo — 
In the Road of Cocnm, — Lhe Dutch Company at 
IVar wiih Hyder Ali cn the Coafi of Mala- 
bar. 

Having received the Company’s papers, 
1 went on board on the evening of the 29th 
of September, and we weighed anchor the 
next morning, and failed from the road of 
Batavia to the ifland Onrttjl, where we caft 
anchor at noon, having to take in there fomc 
timber for mails for Surat-, but not being able 
to get it on board, by the violence of the fca- 
breeze, and our time being too precious to 
admit of our Hopping another day for that 
purpole, we relblved to purfue our voyage 
without delay. 

We, therefore, got under weigh on the 
enfuing morning, and fteering firft between 
the ifland Middkburgh and the reef of Ontong 

Java^ 
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Java^ and afterwards between the Greai 
Combuis and Menfchmeeters ifland, we an- 
chored, in the evening, about two leagues 
caft of the point of Pontang. 

The day after, fetting fail again at four 
o’clock, A.M. we Ihould have reached the 
bay of Anjer in the evening, if we had 
not been prevented by calms ; and finding 
that wc were driving, by a violent current 
fetting to the weftward, upon the Verkenf* 
hoeky or Hig'-polnt, of Sumatruy we let drop 
our anchor, in forty fathoms water, not far 
from the T’opperjhoedje. 

On the 3d of Oftober, we again weighed 
anchor ; but the little wind (and what littld 
there was blew befides from the s.w.) kept 
us till four o’clock, p.m. before we got as far 
as the bay of Anjery where we anchored in 
twenty-eight, fathoms waters 

Getting under fail again on the 5th> we 
kept plying, with a light air of wind from 
the weftward, to weather Kraketau : but as 
it fell calm in the evening, and the current 
began to fet to the eaftward^ we were again 
compelled to come to an anchor in thirty- 
three fathoms water, in order not to drive in 
again with the ftream* 


On 
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On the 6tb, getting under fail again, early 
in the morning, we worked up againft ^ 
wefterly wind, making but little progrefs till 
funfet, when the wind changed to s.e. and 
we fleered wefl towards the mouth of the 
flraits j at nine o’clock, Kraketan bore 
due north. 

The next morning, at funrife, Prmce’i-^ 
iflaud bore s.e. ; and taking our departure 
thence, we fleered s.w. by w. in order tc» 
run into the track of the fettled fbutheafterly 
tradewind, which we met with the f^mc 
night, blowing in fuch fleady gales, that we 
immediately changed oijr courfe to weft, that 
we might not run needlefsly too far fouth ; the 
more, as the fhip, by her violent lee-larches 
to ftarboard, had been greatly ftrained, and 
let in much water, fo that we made twenty 
inches of water at the pump every watch. 

On the nth of Oaober, fcveral pieces of 
wood floated by us, that leemed to be pieces 
of a wreck ; among others, one that re- 
sembled a yard, or a topmaft. 

On the day after, we faw feveral bunches 
of feaweed, and patches of filth, together with 
a little landbird, although we were, at that 
time, full eighty leagues from the land. 


On 
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On the 14th, we loft the foutheaftcrly 
tradewind, and found the wind veering to the 
weft, with violent gufts, and fliowers of rain. 

As this weather continued, we had to 
conclude that, although it was but about the 
middle of OAober, the monfoon was already 
beginning to break up, and that, therefore, 
the nortiieaft winds would prevail early to 
the north of the line, for which reafon we 
judged it beft to depart in fo far from the 
Company’s failing inftruflions, that, by the 
courfe we ftiould fteer, we fliould make the 
ifland of Ceylon to the eaft of it, inftead of 
to the weft, and thus keep our wind ; and 
we accordingly bore away on the i8th,fteef- 
ing N.w. and, on the 25th, north. 

On the 30th of Odlober, we caught a lit- 
tle landbird, a fpecies of motacilla, which, 
as we were only forty minutes from under 
the line, we' concluded came from a certain 
fmall and low ifland, which is placed in the 
maps, and which the Indian Pilot fpeaks of 
as lituated hereabouts. 

Oii/the ed of November, we palTcd the 
cqninoftial, at 103® eaft of Tenerijfe, acn 
cording to our dead-reckoning j but by an 
pblervatjpp of the diftjmce of the fun and 

pioon^ 
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rnoon, made by a fextant of fifteen inchc$ 
range, by which we found ourfelves one de- 
gree more to the weft ward, it was in 102* 
of eaft longitude that we palled the line. 

Immediately on entering the northern he- 
mifphere, we met with nothing but wefterly 
winds, which blew in fudden flaws, and 
with great violence, lb that we Ibmetimes 
could not hang out a Angle rag of canvas for 
a whole watch, and the Ihip, even wheik 
under her bare poles, rolled lb much to lee- 
ward, that the ports of the upper deck were 
half under water, to which the difpropor- 
tionate narrownefs of the Ihip, with regard 
to her length, did not a little contribute. 

Heavy Ihowcrs of rain, and conftant hazy 
weather, prevented us, for fix days, from 
feeing the fun at noon, by which we could 
not be certain of our latitude. This con- 
tinued till the 8th of November, when this 
ftormy weather abated, and on the 15th wc 
met with the northeafterly winds, in the 
north latitude of 63°, on which day we allb 
faw a turtle and a little landbird. 

On the 2 2d November, in the afternoon, 
one of the Javanefe pilgrims fell overboard, 
^nd it was out of our power to fave him, on 
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account of the highrunning fea, and tho 
rapid headway of the veflel. 

I had let few opportunities pafs of taking 
obfervatlons of the diftances of the fixed 
ftars from the moon, with the beforemcn- 
tioned fextant, and which ‘feldom varied 
more than one degree from our longitude by 
dead-reckoning. I followed the calculation? 
of Mr. DE Borda, as*givcn in the Con- 
^oijfance de Temps of 1772, and I continued 
to take obfervatlons by them till the 20th of 
November, when I was prevented by indif. 
pfition from going on with them, and none 
of the officers on board had any knowledge 
how to make tbofe calculations. 

My oblervations of the 1 9th and 20th of 
November, gave variations with our eftima- 
tion ; the firfi: of about one degree, and the 
other of twenty-five minutes, more to the 
eaftward ; and the lail variation differed but 
nine miiuitcs, from the obfervation which 
we made upon running in fight of Ceylon, on 
the 24th of November. 

Wc/firft difeovered that ifland at half paff 
one o’clock, p.m. j it appeared with a fmall 
round hill, which, upon approaching nearer, 
•we found to be the Tepelberg, op Nippk- 

hill. 
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hill, fo called, becaufc it has at the top, on 
each fide, a round prominence, in the fame 
lltuation, and refembling in form, the nip- 
ples upon the breafts of women. 

At funfet we computed that we were two 
leagues abreaft of the hittle Baixos, which, 
with the Great Baixes, lying five leagues 
s.w. by s. from the former, are two dan- 
gerous rocky Ihoals, which require much 
caution, on making Ceylon from the eaft- 
ward, properly to avoid, and at the fame 
time not to lofe the land, by the violent cur- 
rents which fet off from it to the fouth- 
ward ; we likewife faw at that time a large 
obtufe hill, or rock, clofe to the fealhore, 
which is called the Elephant. 

At funrife, the following day, being the 
25th of November, we again faw the land 
of Ceylon, and fleered for it } we were then, 
abreafl of Mature : at half paft nine o’clock, 
A.M. we came in fight of the city of Punto 
Gallo, the Hooiberg, or Hayjlack, and the 
Pike of Adam, the former being a round hill 
like a hayftack, and the latter the fpiry, but 
fomewhat crooked, fummit of an elevated 
mountain inland. 

VOL. III. f ■ Half 
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llalf aa hour afterwards, we ftruck 
imndings, for the firft time, off Ceylon, in 
thirty-eight fathoms, and at noon we had 
pafled Tunto Gallo ; a Ihort time afterwards, 
wc met with contrary winds, from the n.W. 
and north, which prevented us from gaining to > 
windward as far as Colombo, which had been 
my intention, in order to make Cape Como^ 
rin with greater fpeed and certainty. As 
it was, we did not get fight of that pro- 
montory till the 30th of November. 

On the 3d of December, wc caft anchor 
before Ansjengo, where the Englifli have a 
fort and fettlcmcnt. I received from the 
thief there a prefent of four bafkets of vege- 
tables ; which, on account of my continued 
indifpofition, was a moft gratifying refrefli- 
ment. 

The enfuing day wc pafled Coylang, or 
Quilon, the fouthernmoft fortrefs of our 
Company on the coaft of Malabar, and de- 
termined to run into the road of Cochim, In 
order to take in a frefh fupply of water. 
We let drop our anchor in that road, oa 
the 6th of December, at eight o’clock, p.m. 
in feven fathoms, ftitF clay bottom. 


We 
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Wc found here at anchor two Portuguefc 
Ihips ; the one a king’s fhip, on her voyage 
to Lijbon, and the other a merchant-veflel: 
they both came from Goa. Farther to the 
north, lay at anichor the Company’s Ihips 
Hoolwerf and Honcoop, commanded by Cap- 
tains Van der Kuyl and Drone. 

The next day I lent my firft lieutenant 
on fliore, to give information to Mr, Morns, 
governor of the Malabar coz.% and counfel- 
lor of India, of my arrival, and my wants, 
not being yet in a fit ftate to go on fhore 
tuyfelf. 

On the return of that officer, I learnt 
from him, that the Company were here in 
open hoftillty with the nabob of Myfore, 
Hyder Ali Chan, otherwife called Hyder 
Naig, and that he had taken pofleffion of 
vvhat is called the new conquejl, or the pro- 
vince of Paponetty; that the fort oi Cbittua 
had furrendcred to him. and that he now 
threatened to attack Cranganore-, on which 

fubjed I lhall be more explicit in another 
place. 

On the nth, being fcmewhat better, I 
went on fhore, in a countryboat which Mr. 

^ 2 Morns 
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Moens had fent to fetch me, as it was 
more eafy than my Ihip’s boat. 1 hat gen- 
tleman likcwife politely offered me the ufe 
of his houfe, during my flay here, which, 
too-ether with good attendance, and much 
eale, fooii re-eftablifhed me in perfeft health. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


Account of the Poffeffms of the Dutch on the Coafi cf 
Malabar.— —Account of the 
Coaft, — Derivation of the Name ^Malabar. — 
Paponetty. — Mcnjoons, — fhe Ghauts. — 
Fertility of the Country, — ProduBions. — Articles 
of Tirade, — Inhabitants, — Fheir Religion, — Chrif- 
tians <3/ St. Thomas. — The Nairs, — Jews . — 
TheirTown, — Synagogues. — Copy cf the Pentateuch. 
— CtiJlomSy ^c. 


The Malabar y or rather the forts of Coy- 
langy Cali Coylangy CranganorCy and Cananorey 
which the Portuguefe eftabliflied on that 
coaft, together with the city of Cochimy is a 
conqueft made by the Company in the years 
1662 and 1663, and which they ftill pof- 
fefs, with the exception of Cananorcy which, 
at the earneft recommendation of Mr. Senf, 
at that time governor of the Malabar, and 
perhaps by a reprefentatlon of its utter in- 
utility, was fold, in the year 177Q, to the 
fultan oi Anchedivay for the fum of one hun- 
dred thoufand rupees. 


P 3 
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The country in which the above places 
are fituated ftill belongs to its ancient na- 
tive fovcrcigns, who, however, have been in 
fuch ftrift alliance with the Company, that 
it differed little from aftual vaffalage. 

Thefe lands are bounded,^ on the fouth^ 
by the kingdom of Travancore, which, from 
time to time, has been fufFered, by a mif-r 
taken policy of the Company’s miniftcrs, 
to be extended far to the eaftward behind 
the lands of Cochim^ as far as the river of 
CranganorCy fo that the king of Cochim has 
but a little fpacc of ground jeft to him ; to 
the north, they border upon the empire of 
the Jamoriny or king, of Calicut, which is^ 
at prefent, under the dominion of Hyder 
Ali Chan, who fome years ago expelled 
the famorhiy who has now fought an afy- 
lum with the king of ’Tt^avancorc ; to the 
weft, they arc wafhed by the fca, and in 
the good monfoon the whole coaft may be 
laid to be a good road ^ the road of Cochim^ 
however, is the chief, and is the moft re- 
torted to, on account of the trade, which 
is princijjally carried on there. It is, ac- 
cording to good obfervations, in the north 
latitude of 9^ 58'; the anchorage is in five. 
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fix, and feveti ,^thoms water, muddy bot- 
tom, the flag of the city bearing from e. by 
N. to (afl:. 

The coaft is fafe and clear, every where 
along the Company’s eftablilhment, except 
at the moutlt of the river of Cranganore^ 
where there is a reef, at the north fide, 
which ftretches out to fea,. about three 
quarters of a league ; it is called the reef 
of Aycotia by our navigators : before Coy- 
lang there is a fimilar one, but which does 
not extend half fo far out. South of the 
abovementioned mouth of the river of Cran- 
ganore, there is a bay, formed by mudbanks ; 
like wife one not far from Porca, and an- 
other fouth of Cochim', the banks forming 
which extend full a league out to fea, and 
into which veflels may run with lafety dur- 
ing the bad monfoon, and may lie in twenty 
and lefs feet water, almoft without anchors 
or cables, in perfedt fecurity againft the 
heavy fcas which then roll in upon this Icc- 
Ihore, as they break their force upon the 
foft mudbanks, and within them nothing but 
a flight motion is perceived. 

According to what the Danilh miflion- 
p 4 aries 
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aries write, in their accouits of the Eaft- 
Indies, Continuation the 2 2d, page 897, the 
name of Malabar is derived from th'^^ Ma- 
labar word maleyalem^ denoting mountain’- 
ous : the terminations ar^ tar^ and barj fig- 
nify in that language a people^ or nation^ 
confequently maleiwar^ or maleibar^ would 
denote as much as mountaineers^ or inhabit- 
tants of the mountains : the fyllable lei^ when 
uttered with rapidity, takes the found of Z2, 
and the name of Malabar was applied to 
the people, from the hilly country, who de- 
fcended from the mountains, and fettled 
upon the coaft. Preface to Werendley’s 
Makidjche SpraakkunJlj or Grammar of the 
Malay Language^ pages 55 and 56. 

That traft of country which is properly 
called the Malabar^ lies nearly in the direc- 
tion of N.w. and s.e. from Cape Comorin 
to Canara^ between the eighth and four- 
teenth degrees of north latitude ; to the 
call, it is divided from the coaft of Coro^ 
mandel^ by a high range of mountains, called 
the Ghauts^ and it is waflied to the fouth- 
weft by tlie Arabian fea. The principal 
kingdoms which it comprehends are thofe 

of 
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of Trevancore, Codim, Cranganore, and Ctf- 
Ikut ; the firft of which is now the chiefeft 
and mjift powerful. 

The extent of the Company’s polTeffions, 
from Coy/af2g to^ CbiUua (for Cananore is 
no more, as \ have before remarked, un- 
der their dominion), comprizes, froni fouth- 
eaft to northweft, a diftance of tfcirty-two 
leagues; yet with the falvo, that, except the 
province of Paponetty^ or what is called the 
new conquejly and a few fmall diftrifts in- 
terfperfed along the coaft, the Company pof- 
fefs no other actual property in the foil, than 
in that upon which their fortifications arc 
conftruded. 

The land is every where low, and m- 
terfefted by many rivers, which defeend from 
the interior mountains ; it abounds in plan- 
tations of trees, efpecially of that ufeful one, 
the cocoanut-tree, and affords a very plea- 
fant profpeft. 

Paponetty is a diftria, or ifland, about 
ten Dutch miles in length, and one and a 
half in breadth, within which, however, 
there are ftill a few infignificant villages, 
fubjeft or tributary to the famorin, but 
which are mortgaged for a certain fum to 

the 
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the Company ; the whole of the remainder 
of it was conquered by us during ti>e war, 
and' was ceded to the Company by tht peace 
which was made, in the year 1715, with 
that prince. 

As is the cafe in moft |)arts of India 
fituated between the tropics, fo here the 
year is livided into two fcafons, namely, 
the dry feafon, and the rainy feafon ; the 
latter is called the bad, and the former the 
good monfoon ; the bad monfoon is reckoned 
from Odober to April, and the other months 
conftitute the good feafon. 

It is remarkable thatjhis is folely occa- 
fioned by the mountains of the Ghauts^ for 
uport the coaft of Coromandel^ cxadly the 
reverfe takes place with refped to the mon- 
foons. As foon as the rainy feafon, accom- 
panied by very tempeftuous weather, fets 
in on that coaft, it clears up on the Mala- 
bar coaft, and is tine and dry weather all 
along the weftern fide of the great peuin- 
fula within the Ganges^ as far as Surat ; and 
vice verfa in the contrary cafe. 

The wihds, which blow from the north- 
caft throughout the whole of the Indian 
ocean, north of t^e line, during the bad 

monfoon, 
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monfcon, drive the clouds againft the fide* 
of thoft elevated mountaius, where they 
condeine, and fall in heavy fliowers upon 
the cemntry to the caftward of them } and 
in the like manner, in the other leafon, 
when the winds’ blow from the fouthweft, 
that chain of mountains ferves as a fence by 
which the ftorms and tempefts, raging 04 
pne fide of them, are prevented from in- 
terrupting the ferenity and funfliine which 
prevail at the fame moment of time on the 
other, During the bad monfoon, it is only 
' with great danger that velfels can venture 
upon thefe coafts, 

The land of Malabar is every where in- 
terfered with rivers, which run down from 
the abovementioned mountains,, and which 
render it fertile in the extreme, particularly 
in rice ; the fea likewife furnithes a copious 
fupply of filh j and provifions are, in con- 
fequence, fo abundant and cheap, that a na- 
tive inhabitant, wiCh his family, can fijbfift 
with cafe upon the value of fix Dutch doits* 
per day. 

* Equal to abotit three farthiog; of ow inone^. T. 

The 
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Tlic firft and principal article of trade 
produced upon the coaft of Mt!abar^{h pep- 
per ; of which fuch abundance is c^llefted 
in this country, that, according to thb me- 
morial of the commandant Cunes, addrefled 
to his fucceffor in the cothmandery, Gas- 
PARD DE Jong, in the year 1756, no lefs 
than ten full cargoes (which may amount 
to between eight and nine millions of pounds 
weight) might be annually exported : but 
the half of this quantity is carried over the 
mountams to the coaft of Coromandel, to the 
north, to the Deckan, and farther on to dif- 
ferent parts of Hindojlan. 

The pepper from Malabar is efteemed 
the beft of all that is produced in AJia, and 
is the moft fought after by all nations. 

The areca-nut is the fecond produdion 
of the country ; it is conveyed by land to 
all parts of the peninfula, and likewife, by 
fea, to the coaft of Coromandel, and to Ben- 
gal. 

A third produftion is the wild cinna- 
mon*, of which, it it faid, that a yearly 
quantity of one million of pounds, is exported 

* Cajia li^nta* 

to 
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to the Jbulph of Ferjia^ and to the Red Sea, 
A fimll proportion is likewife fent to Eu- 
rope,! where it is principally made ufe of 
to adulterate the genuine, or Ceylon, clnna- 
< mon* % • 

The two forts are, however, very dijt 
tinft, and eafily diftinguifhable j the genuine 
cinnamon of Ceylon^ is 6f a yellowifli red 
colour, and the wild fort is much darker, and 
of a dirty red ; it is likewife coarfer grain- 
ed, and is worfe barked than the Ceylon cin- 
namon ; it has, indeed, a fimilarity of fla- 
vour, but by far not an equality of ftrength, 
nor has it that pungent, yet gratifying, ef- 
fed upon the tongue and palate. It is ufed 
on this coaft, both by Europeans and na- 
tives, in room of the Ceylon fort, for which 
there is not the leaft demand here. 

A produdion is likewife met with here, 
which might be made ufe of to adulterate 
mace, and from which it is not eafy to be 
diftinguiflied, at firft fight; it differs, however, 
in form, from real mace, which appears of 
a leafy texture, while this is in thinner 
filaments ; the colour is exadly alike ; but 
this has not the leaft flavour of fpicinefs, 

and 



[ 222 ] 

an<J wheh chewed has a kind oi rcfiny 
tafte. \ 

Coarfe cotton cloths are alfo made k the 
fbuthern parts, in the Trevancore country, but 
they do not form a confideraWe objeft of 
foreign trade. They are mollly difpofed of 
to the Englifh at Ansjengo, 

Coir, or the ftringy coat of the* cocoa- 
nut, is equally exported in confiderablc 
quantities ; it is partly, however, brought 
hither from the Maidke iflands, and is ufed 
for making of cordage, with which both 
European and country (hips and velTels arc 
provided. 

Capok, forms alfo an article of trade, 
and is exported to Bengal^ to the coall of 
Coromandel^ and to China, 

Thefe are, to the beft of my knowledge, 
the chief articles which the coall: of Mala^ 
bar yields, both for the inland and foreigu 
trade. 

The native inhabitants of the country are* 
in general, rather lean than otherwife : they 
are ufually/of the fame fize and ftature as 
the Gentoos at Surat and in Bengal ; they 
arc, however, much blacker, and nearly as 

black 
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black as ^ African negroes, yet their coun- 
t^natnce^re better formed. 

religion is that of the Hindoos ; 
but in the neighbourhood of our pofleffions 
they have been, in a great meafure, con- 
verted to the koman catholic religion, by 
the miffionaiies of that perfuafion : there 
are likewife many Roman catholic churches 
here. 

There are allb here many chriftiaus of 
thole called chriftians of St. Thomas *, 
yet in much lels numbers than Roman ca- 
tholics. 

Amongft the Malabars, the mirs are the 
nobles and tvarriors of the land ; they are 
known by the fcymeter which they always 
wear whenever they ftir abroad, and in the 

* The chriftians of St. Thomas are nefiorians, ami follow, 
for the moft part, the ceremonies of the Greek church; they 
perform the fervices of religion in the Syriac language. The 
patriarchs of Mexandria, and afterwards of Moful, ufed to 
fend them their bilhops. They rejeift tranfubftantiatioti, pur- 
ptory, andallimage-worlhip; fetting up, however, acrofs 
in their churches. They do not allow their priefts to marry 
a fecond time; and do not baptife their children till they 
are forty days old. In the time of Valentyk, there wer? 

feventy.five churches of this feft of chriftians on the coaft 
of Malahc. T. 
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management of which, I was told,- they are 
very dexterous, particularly againh a flying 
enemy. They have many privileges above 
the common people. 

Their princes polTefs an almoft abfolute 
authority over their fubjefts : they are notf^ 
however, allowed to enter into engagements, 
or contrad alliances ; which, howeycr much 
to their own advantage, might be injurious 
to the interefts of their fubjefts. 

Befides the oiiginal Malabars, people of 
various nations are to be met with here, 
who have been allured hither by the profits 
of trade j there arc Moors, Arabians, Per- 
fians, and, amongft others, a colony of 
Jews, who, as they pretend, are the poflerity 
of the ten tribes carried away into captivity 
by Shalmaneser, and who, after being 
liberated from their Aflyrian bonds, came 
hither, where they have* from time im- 
memorial, conftituted a fmall, but ifolated, 
people, who have been greatly favoured by 
the princes of the country, and have re- 
ceived from them, and enjoyed for a feries 
of ages, a number of valuable . privileges ; 
amongft which, the free permiffion to cx- 

ercife 



[ *25 ] 

ercife t^ir religion without reftraint, may 
nor be eonfidered as the moft unimportant. 

Tb«j^dwell in a feparate town, the houfes 
of whicnVre built of ftone, and are moftly 
,plaifl:ered whke on the outfide : in it are 
three fynagogucs, the chiefeft and largeft of 
which I compute to be thirty-five or forty 
feet in length, and about one-third lefs in 
breadth ; the floor of it is laid with fquare 
tiles, of blue and white Canton china ; the 
cafe, in which their copies of the books of 
Moses are prefcrved, ftands oppofitc to the 
entrance, and is made of very beautiful 
wood ; in the middle of this place of wor- 
fliip ftands the pulpit for the reader, or ex- 
pounder of the law, and above it hangs a 
large brafs branched candleftick, by which, 
and by the lamps which are fixed along the 
fides, it is lighted up in the evening. 

When the Dutch made their firft attempt 
upon Cochim, in the year 1662, the Jews 
fecretly favoured them ; but they paid dear 
for their interference ; for the Portuguefe, 
who foon clifcovered it, plundered them of 
almoft all they had, as foon as the fiege was 
raifed : they deftroyed, or attempted to de- 
ftroy, their fynagogues, and every thing that 
VOL. III. belonged 
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belonged to them: and it is wortlly o( ob- 
fervation, that, when the Dutch mad.^ thep?^ 
felves mafters of Cochim^ the yeaj^Xfter- 
wards, and the Jews were reirltated by 
them in their former conditieii, their Pen- , 
tateuch was found by accident, or had been 
preferved by religious care, uninjured and 
entire. I was informed, by a perfon well 
verfed in fuch matters, that their copy of 
the Pentateuch, is a very beautiful and au- 
thentic one, and the memory of the time 
when it firft came into their hands, has been 
entirely loft. 

Although nioft of them are nearly as 
black as the native Malabars, they yet re- 
tain, both men and women, thofe charac- 
teriftic features which diftineiuifti this fmoru- 
lar people from all the other nations of the 
earth. 

Moft of them are employed in trade, 
both in large and in fmall : here, as well 
as elfewhere, the Jews arc addifted to traf- 
fic ; and, from the adventuring merchant, to* 
the rettdling pedlar, they are the genuine de- 
votees of intereft and commerce. Some of 
the Jew merchants of Cochimy are not ftiy 
of purchafing entire cargoes of goods. One 

of 
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of them! called Ezechiel, who died fomc 
wears ajo, had drawn moft of the Cochim 
W^le into his own hands ; he left three Ions, 
who^te ftill alive, and who are among the 
moA opuSi^ and principal merchants of the 
place. ^ 

When thefe Jews purchafe a flave, they 
immediately manumit him; they circumcile 
him, and receive him as their fellow Ifrael- 
ite, and never treat him as a flave. 

The town, or village, which they inhabit 
has received the appellation of Makwan 

o * • 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

Dejcriplion of Cochim. — Tl^ l^';:iijicatms and 
Means of Defence, -^Buildings, — Government , — 
Retremkment of the Eftablijhmint in 1698. — The 
Ou'pifts cr Fa^ories, — Hiftcrkal Relation of the 
Concerns of the Dutch on the Coajt of Malabar , — 
War with the Samorin, — Sentiments of Mr, Van 
ImioYV,— Alliance with the King o/Travan- 
coRE. — UJurpations of Hyder Ali Chan. — - 
His Dijputes with the Dutch — And open liofiUU 
t:es. — Chittua taken by him. — Overtures for 
Accommodation of the Dijputes. — Trade of the Conh 
pany here. — Charges and Pnfts. 

In the laft chapter I have enumerated the 
Company’s pofleffions on the coaft of Ma-- 
labar. Cochim is the capital of them, the 
feat of government, and the refidence of 
the governor. 

This city ftands at the northweft point 
of an ifland, which is about eighteen Dutch 
miles In length, and two in breadth : to the 
fouth the ifland is formed by the - mouth of 
the river of Cali Coylang^ and to the north 

by 
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^that which runs from Cranganore^ and 
fepih*^es it from the ifland of Baypin. The 
form otShe city is nearly femicircular, and 
it is abou^^ mile and a half in circum- 
ference : on the landfide it is fortified by 
fx large baftions and a cavalier, and to the 
eaftward it has an irregular outwork; on the 
waterfide, it is provided with a fubftantial 
wall, in which there are loopholes for fmall 
arms, and which terminates at the eafi: end 
in a ravelin before the cavalier : a wet ditch 
runs round t^efe works, and before it is a 
covered way and glacis, tolerably well exe- 
cuted. The fortifications have been repair- 
ed, and reftored, by governor Moens, out 
of the very ruinous condition into which 
they had been fuffered to fall by former go- 


Although it cannot be faid that the great- 
eft part of thefe fortifications are coiiftrufted 
according to the exaft rules of art, yet the 
place is fufficicntly fortified to withftand a 
coup de mairiy and it would require a regular 
fiege to take it. Approaches cannot even 
be made from any other quarter than the 
fouthj where there is a dry and level r>Iain; 
for to the eaftward, as far as the rivers, there 


are 
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are fcvcral moraffes, which would render 
attack on that fide extremely difficult : ^e- 
fides, the place is fortified the ftr(^:geft on 
that fide, and is the weakeft feafide. 
In order to remedy this defed in fome mea- 
fure, a kind of ravelin has been conftrufted 
between the baftion Gelderland and the 
beach ; but it is not, in my judgment, of 
fufficient ftrength, or importance, to deter 
an enemy from making an attempt on that 
fide. 

The city cannot be attacked by veffels 
from the river, until the fire of the baftion 
Gelderland^ and of the ravelin OveryJJel^ be 
filenced, which could only be done by bat- 
teries to be erefted at the fouthern extre- 
mity of the oppofite ifland of Bay pin. Tho 
fccurity of the place would, however, be 
much augmented, by the deftruftion of the 
wood which lies about a mile and a half 
foutheaft from the city, whereby the enemy 
would be deprived of a very important ad- 
vantage^ for the carrying on of their opera- 
tions, namely, the timber and fafciiies ne- 
celfary for conftrufting of batteries, and for 
filling up the moraffes, ftagnant pools, and 
ditches in their way. The woods, which 


cover 
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:over the fouthem part of Baypin, and 
vhich extend down to the beach oppofite to 
city, ought equally to lhare the fame 

fate. 

CoMhM^ three gates ; one to the weft- 
ward, caUell tlie Bay-gate one to the eaft* 
ward, called the New-gate ; and one to the 
northward, leading to the riveri, called the 
Water-gate. 

The principal buildings arc, the church, 
and the government-houfe. The former is 
a pretty large, oblong, edifice, in which 
there is a very indifferent organ ; the latter 
is a roomy, commodious, and airy manfion, 
fronting a large plain, and appropriated for 
the refidence of the governor ; oppofite to 
it ftands the mainguard, and on the left fide 
are the barracks for the body-guards of the 
governor, 

The ftreets, which are, in general, wide, 
arc neatly kept, but they are not embel- 
lifhed with many handfome houfes. There 
is a city-hotel, where ftrangers are accom- 
modated with lodgings ; our countrymen 
pay a rixdollar, and foreigners two rupees, 
per day, for board and lodging : the keeping 
0,4 of 
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of the hotel is annually farmed out by the 
government. i 

The chief of this eftabliftiment bears^4t 
prefent, the title of governor and d^eftor ; 
the gentleman who filled that of§^e when I 
was here, was Mr. AnRiAi/iMoENS, of 
Middieburghy in Zealand^ who was at the 
fame time councellor-extraordinary of India. 
When the chief is not a member of the 
fupreme government at Batavia, he has only 
the title and rank of commandant. 

A council is adjoined in the diredion, to 
the governor; confifting of the fecond, who 
is a fenior merchant, the fifeal, the chief of 
the military, the warehoufekeeper, the dif- 
penjier, or purveyor, and all the junior mer- 
chants who may be in the fettlement, either 
in, or out of, office ; as alfo, I belkvc, at 
prefent, the comptroller of equipment, be- 
caufe the rank of fea-captain fias now been 
given to him : the council have a fecretary, 
who is a junior merchant, tranflator of the 
Malabar language, and at the fame time 
chief of Coylang. 

The outpofts, or forts, are managed by 
bookkeepers, as refidents : thefe are, with 

the 
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^the exception of Coylangf or ^thn^ five in 
finmber ; namely, one at Cranganore^ one 
at Cali Coylangy or Quile Qtnlon, one at Por^ 
ca^ one at Paponetty, and one at Chittua^ 
which laft iS' T^ii^lly a prifoner in the hands 
of Hyder Ali Chan. 

The chief of the military poflefles the 
rank and title of major ; and the chief of 
the artillery that of captain-lieutenant. 

I do not know the exaft number of troops 
that are ufually ftationed here ; but I be- 
lieve that they may amount to about four 
hundred efFeftive men. 

The fervices of public worfhip are per- 
formed by one clergyman in orders, and two 
krankbezoekers 

Amongft the feveral conquefls and fettle- 
ments which the Dutch Company have 
made, or eftabliflied, in the Indies, that of 
the Malabar is not one of the moft advan- 
tageous or important to the Dutch. It cofts 

* In 1776*1777, the whole efIablifhmeBt of the Dutch| 
on the coaR of Malabar y coniiRed of, 102 perfons in civil, 
and three in ecclefiaftical, employments ; ten furgeonsand af- 
fiRants; fixty belonging to the artillery; forty.nine feahien 
and marines; 613 folditrs, and thirty mechanics: in all 
S67 Europeans, befides 405 natives. T* 
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the Company much money, on account of.- 
the deftruftive wars in which they have jh 
confcquence engaged, the rivalry in trade 
of numerous competitors, and, though laft 
not leaft, the infidelity an^.peculation of 
their fervants. 

It was but a fliort time after the firll 
capture of thefe polleffions from the Portu- 
guefe, that the diredtion which had been 
eftablifhed in them was found to be too 
cumberfome and expenfive, and a refolution 
was accordingly taken in Odlober of the 
year 1686, that the fortifications of Cochiniy 
Cranganore^ Cananore^ and Coylang^ fhould 
not bp kept up, the garrifons be withdrawn 
or reduced, and the number of the Com- 
pany’s qualified fervants confiderably dimi- 
pifihed, But the execution of this refo- 
lution was, for various rcafons, delayed till 
the general revifion of the affairs of the 
Company by the fiipreme government at 
Batavia^ made on the 19th of Augufi:, 1697; 
and till after the opinion of Mr. John van 
Hoori^ the then diredlor general, was de- . 
livered in. The refult of this refolution was 
principally as follows : 


I. That 
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I . That the fortifications of the city of 
CocJbim, which, by the large garrifon it re- 
quired, and the continual reparations to be 
made, in confequence of the great extent of 
the walls, w^?e too expeiifive for the Com- 
pany to maintain, fhould be reduced by one- 
half. 

II. That of the prefent fortifications of 
Cananore^ the Portuguefe tower fhould only be 
prefer ved, v/ith a garrifon of twenty, or, at 
the moft, twenty-five, European foldiers, to 
which number the prefent garrifon fhould 
be reduced. 

III. That at Cranganore^^ the ancient 
interior >vorks fhould only be preferved, 
with a garrifon of twenty Europeans, which 
is judged a fufficient number for the purpofes 
of the Company here. 

IV. That it is likewife judged advifablc 
at Coylang no more fhould be retained than 
the old Portuguefe tower, or as much of the 
prefent works as may be thought neceflary 

• Cranganore was fold by the Butch to the king of Travan-^ 
(j>re^ taken from him by Hyder Ali, and retaken by the 
Englifli in 1790. Coebim, Q^uilon, QuiU Quilotty and the other 
fcttlements of the Dutch on the coaft of Malahar^ have fliarcd 
the fate of the greater part of their Indian polTeffions, and ar^ 
a<Efualjy in the hands of the Englilh, T. 
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for the intcreft of Company, with fifteen 
dr twenty men, to which number the efta- 
blifliment there fhould be reduced ; and that 
the remainder of the fortifications of the 
three laft mentioned places fhould be re- 
moved or demolifhed. 

It was further thereby determined that all 
military outpofts fhould be withdrawn, ex- 
cept that Paponetty^ Porca^ and Cali Coylang^ 
fhpuld be retained as refidencies, or faflories, 
in order to keep an eye over what might 
be going forward all along the coaft, and to 
avail of fuch opportunities of trade as might 
occur ^ that a bookkeeper, or afliftaiit, or 
die a trufty and intelligent ferjeant, with 
two private foldiers, or feamen, Ihould be 
ftationed at each place, and alfo at fengena- 
patnam^ as foon as the difputes with the 
queen of Ansjengo fhall have been amicably 
adjufted. 

The veffels of all deferiptions were to be 
reduced to one fmall yatch, two floops, and 
three rowboats ; for it was determined not to 
obftruft any more, by meafures of conftraint 
and harlhnefs, the navigation of the Mala- 
bars, and their trade in the produdions of 
their country, conlifting chiefly in areca- 

nuts, 
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nuts, wild cinnamon, and pepper, which the 
Company could not exclufively purchafe 
from them. 

Tlie number of pieces of artillery, which 
fhould thenceforward be employed upon the 
fortifications, 'fliould be fixed at ninety-five 
pieces of iron, and fix pieces of brafs, ord- 
nance, with two mortars. And aboutfive 
hundred and thirty Europeans, and thlrty- 
feven natives, were judged fufficient for the 
fervice of the Company. 

Upon this, the charges diminifhed con- 
fiderably in the year 1698 ; and it is furpriC- 
ing that the refolutions juft now detailed had 
not before been taken, and put in execution, 
fince the experience of thirty years had al- 
ready pointed out the injurious tendency of 
the former expenfive eftablifhment, with no 
adequate benefit. The oftentation of a great 
power, which coft the Company fuch large 
fums of money, had not the efFeft of pro- 
ducing in the native princes that degree of 
awe and apprehenfion, which is indifpenfa- 
bly neceffary for carrying on an exclufive 
trade. 

Thus, Mr. SwAARDpKRooN, in his me- 
morial on the fubjeft of the Malabar coaft, 

of 
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of the 31ft of May, 1698, ihews how little 
the power of the Company was feared by the 
rajah of Cali Coylang^ who traded openly with 
that notorious pirate, William Kidd. 

His words are remarkable when, farther 
on, Ipeaking of the conquefl: of the Malabar^ 
he fays, ‘‘ that it is to be regretted that the 
“ Company carried fo much fail here in the 
beginning, that they are' now defirous of 
ftriking them, in order to avoid being 
“ overfet.” 

In the year 1701, a war broke out be- 
tween the Company and the famorin, which 
was put an end to by a treaty of peace, con- 
cluded on the 8th of January, 1710; but 
w^hich was no longer maintained than till 
the year 1715, when the famorin furprifed 
the fort of Chittua^ which had been con- 
ftrufled in order to keep him in check ; this 
event was followed by a memorable cam- 
paign, under the command of the counfellor 
of India, William Bakker, at the head 
of full four thoufand men, both Europeans 
and natives, who fubdued the whole of the 
enemy’s country ; notwithftanding which, no 
proportionate advantages were gained by the 
peace concluded with the famorin, on the 

17th 
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t7th of December, I 7 i 7 > comparifon 
with what might and ought to have been 
infifted on. 

During this war, the Engllfli, or rather 
their commandant at T^elltcherry, had aflifted 
the famorln with money, ammunition, and 
gunners. But the woifl: confequences of 
the war were, that the charges of the Mala^ 
bar o-overnment were not the lels for it fincc 

o 

it had been ended \ on which account the 
fupreme government at Batavia^ in their 
fccret difpatches to Malabar^ of the 30th of 
September, 1721, exprefs, in particular, 
their aftonifhment at the renewed fpirit of 
hoftility towards the native powers mani- 
felled by the Company’s fervants, and at the 
extravagance of the expences incurred by 
them. They further write, that they were 
of opinion, that, in cafe the famorin thought 
fit to attack the king of Cochim^ who had fo 
long enjoyed the protedlion of the Company, 
they fhould not take an afllve part in the 
quarrel, without, however, entering into any 
particular engagement with the famorin, to 
Remain neutral, till it Ihould be abfolutely 
requifitc to interfere. 

Never thelefs, the charges, inftead of being - 

xeduccj 
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reduced within tolerable bounds, on the con- 
trary, grew more exorbitant. 

In the year 1739, Mr. van Imhoff came 
from Ceyki, in order to examine into thefe 
affairs, and lent a report concerning them to 
the government at Batavia, by his letter of 
the 6th of July, 1739, in which he fays, that 
the king of Travancore having been fuccelT- 
ful in the wars which he had undertaken, 
had rendered himfelf fo much refpefted 
among the chief kings of the Malabar coaft, 
that he was looked upon by every one wuth 
eyes of jealouly and apprehenfion. 

Mr. VAN Imhoff was, therefore, of opi- 
nion, that if it were requifite for the Com- 
pany to maintain a balance of power amongft 
the chiefs of the Malabar coaft, it could 
never be made to preponderate more to the 
prejudice or danger of the Company, than 
in favour of that prince, who was almoft 
wholly attached to their competitors, and 
whofe encreafe of power could not but 
be pregnant with the moft alarming con- 
fcquences to their interefts, whilft he, at the 
fame time, merited fome chaftifement for 
his infolence towards them, independent of 
the primary confideration of maintaining a 

due 
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due balance among the native powers of the 
Malabar. 

^ That gentleman fays, in another place, 
that there were but two ways to efred a re- 
formation in the affairs of this government, 
which was abfolutely necelfary, as matters 
could pofitively not remain any longer in the 
fituation in which they then were. One of 
thefe was, to follow the marketprice in the 
purchafe of pepper, that at leaft fo much 
might be procured as was wanted for the 
feturn-fhips from Ceylon, The other was, 
to enforce the Contrails, by means of more 
energy, than thole which had hitherto been 
employed ; and to make thofe princes, who 
did not fulfil their engagements, feel the 
weight of the refentment, and the power of 
the arms of the Company, by exafting the 
penalties for the non-performance of their 
contraefts, by force of arms and military 
execution, or by furprifing and carrying off 
to Batavia one or other of thofe princes, 
who Ihewed themfelves the moft refractory, 
which would create fb much terror among 
them, that it would not be necelfary to rc- 
fort to the fame expedient a fecond time. 

Of thefe two means of redreft, he difap- 
voii. III, proved 
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proved of the firft, alleging, that to follow 
the marketpricc would, at that time, be 
both unprofitable and unjuft, and, in future, 
unadvifable, and even dangerous and alarm- 
ino* for the interefts of the Company. In 
refult, he concluded that the fecond method 
would be the beft. 

Upon this, the people in the admlniftra- 
tion on the coaft, immediately fet about at- 
tacking TravancorCy without even aflking 
orders from Batavia on the fubjeft. It was, 
however, fpeedily requifite to fend for affift- 
ance from Javay in order to carry on the 
enterprize that had been begun ; for, of all 
the princes who were reprefented by Mr. 
VAN Imhoff as ready and willing to join 
their arms to thofe of the Company, the 
rajah of Cali Coylang alone, came to their 
affiftance ; and his attachment to us was 
his ruin, for his dominions were fubdiied by 
the king of Travancore, after our troops had 
been compelled to furrender their fortreffes 
in Travancorey and to abandon the field. 

In the mean time the expences and lolles 
of the eftablifhment encreafed fo much, that 
notwithftanding all the profits from the 
year 1740 to 1745, this commandery run 

greatly 
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gwatly in arrear. This war, that of Javdf 
and the Macafler war, which were all waged 
at the fame time, fet the Company mate* 
rially backward in their affairs. 

The confequence of this inconfiderate con* 
dufl was a great decline in the reputatiofl 
and importance of the Company on the coaft 
of Malabar ; for they concluded a treaty of 
peace, by which their allies were wholly 
abandoned, and left to themfelves, without 
any conditions or interference on the part of 
the Company in their behalf 5 and, on the 
other hand, we entered into an exclufive 
alliance with the king of Travancore, as the 
moft powerful prince in the country j the 
whole agreeable to a determination which had 
been taken on the fubjc6t at Batavia, and 
the inftrudions, to that effe£>, which were 
fent off" on the 18th of Odober, 1748. 

A ftrider union afterwards took place be- 
tween the Company and the king of Tra- 
vancore, and a firm treaty of peace and al- 
liance was made with him on the i ^th of 
Augurt, 1753* ^y "'hich their hands were 
for ever tied from interfering in the' Malabar 
difputes. The ninth article of this treaty 
does not appear in a light very honourable 
R 3 to 
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to the Company ; it ftipulates, that the 
Company (hall recede from all engagements*- 
which they may have entered into with the 
other Malabar princes, whom the king of 
‘Travancore might choofe to attack, and on 
no account interfere in their difputes, or afford 
them afliftance or flicker ; nor in any refpeft 
raife any oppofition to the enterprizes of the 
king. 

This was the main fpring of all ; this was 
the chief objeft of the king of Travancorey 
and that in which he mokly interefted 
himfclf. Filled with the intention, and fired 
with the idea, of making extenfivc conquefls, 
he knew no obftacle fo powerful to prevent 
the accompllfhment of his defires, as the 
power of the Company ; and by this treaty 
he fecured an open field before him, for turn- 
ing his arms to whatever quarter he chofe. 

It was not long before he availed himfelf 
of the advantage he had obtained. He made 
himfelf mafter of the kingdom of Tekkan 
Koui^ whofe prince was left unaided by his 
neighbours and allies ; and of feveral other 
places, to which the neutrality of the Com- 
pany gave eafy opportunities. 

By the twentieth article of the abovemen^ 
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tioned treaty, the Company bound thcmfcives 
to provide that prince annually, to the value 
of twelve thoufand rupees, or eighteen thou- 
I'and gilders, various forts of warlike ftores 
and ammunitioiT, and the prices of thefe arti- 
cles were fixed as follows, viz. 

a firelock at - - rupees 7. i6. or /.ii n i oftetl.) 
one hundred gunflints, ... o 13 (012) 

a pound of gunpowder, ... o 13 (012) 

one hundred leaden mulket bullets, o 14 (01 3) 

as likewife fonie ironwork, and brafs cannon. 

On the other hand, the king engaged to 
fell to the Company, all the cotton cloths, 
and every year three thoufand W* of pep- 
per, of five hundred pounds weight each, 
together with all the other produdions which 
the lands he was already pofleffed of, yielded : 
and the further quantity of two thoufand 
trrrWir'/r of pepper out of thofe territories which 
he might in future conquer. For which the 
Company, according to articles v and vi, 
engaged to pay, namely, for each candil of 
good and found pepper, properly harped ox 
lifted, from the kingdoms of Travancore 
and Ansjengo, fixty-five rupees 
and for the pepper produced in the countries 
which the king of Trefvancore might fucceed 

R3 
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in fubduing, in confequence of the neutrality 
of the Company, fifty-five rupees 1 5 ~ ) 

per candil ; and moreover an export-duty of 
four fanam rageas ^ per candiU 

The twenty-fourth article fays ; that the 
king fhall befides receive an annual douceur, 
or prefent, from the Company, the value, 
however, of which was left to be fixed by 
them ; this was afterwards fettled, by the 
government of Batavia^ at five thoufand gil- 
ders f , upon the condition that the fiipulated 
quantity of pepper fhould be duly delivered. 

The twenty-fifth article Hates ; that the 
Company's fubjefts lhall be left unmolefted 
In the lands, which have anciently belonged 
to them. 

By this means Travancore became fo 
powerful, that all the other princes of Mala- 
bar^ feeing that the Company remained in- 
aftive, and beheld with eyes of indifference, 
or of approbation, the encreafing greatnefs of 
its rajah, ufed their utmoft endeavours to 
engage the Company to alter their conduft, 
as well hy offering to furnifti them with 
various quantities of pepper, as by giving 

* A fanam is about the value of 3^/. flcrling. T. 
f About fterling. f, 
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fecret informations of the evil intentions of 
the kins: of ^ravancore towards the Dutch. 

o 

But perceiving, at length, that ever}^ pro- 
pofal was rejefted, and every information 
flighted, with th,e cooleft indifference, they 
then had recourfe to the^ famorin, whom 
they j^erfuaded to enter into hoftilities againfi: 
the Company; imagining, that if they were 
once obliged to take up arms, matters would 
come round again, according to their wiffes. 

The famorin finding, that inftead of being 
refifted, the only arms oppofed againfi: him 
were incffcflual remonftrances, and vain 
menaces, grew bolder every day, till he at lafl 
overrun the Company's province of Paponetty^ 
fo that they were .at length compelled to fend 
a detachment of troops thither, to expel him 
from the territory of the Company ; which 
was effefted. But it was not long before the 
famorin made a new incurfioh into the Com- 
pany’s territory, and with better fortune, fo 
that our people were forced to retire to Cran- 
ganore, with the lols of eight pieces of artil- 
lery, leaving the famorin in pofleffion of 
Paponetty, Upon this he made preparations 
to invade the kingdom of Cranganore^ which 
he Ihortly afterwards did, with an army of 
R 4 five 
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five thoufand men, and endeavoured to throw 
up Ibme fortifications at Aycotta, in order tq 
obftruft the navigation of the river, but in 
which he was fortunately prevented by our 
people. 

The flames of war approaching thus by de- 
grees nearer and nearer, and not having a 
fufficient number of troops at hand, tooppofc 
tlie progref, of the enemy, the government 
of Maldur came to a refolution, on the 20th 
of October, 1756, to requefl the afliftance of 
a few Innuircd men from Ceylon^ but the 
government of that ifland, being themfelves 
in want of troops, excufed themfelves, on 
that ground, by their letter of the 14th of 
November followina:. 

Before the troops of the famorin had ad- 
vanced fo far, Mr, Cunes, who was at that 
time the governor and commander in chief 
on the coafl; of Malabar, had written to the 
kings of Qranganore and Airoer, who were 
almoft, as it were, the fubjeds of the Com- 
pany, deliring them to ftation their nairs upoq 
the frontiers of the province of Paponeity, in 
order to prevent the 'incurfions of the enemy ; • 
but thefe princes openly took part with the 
famorin ; and not without reafon ; the Com- 
pany 



[ 249 ] 

pany had fet them the example, and had firft 
^^bandoncd them, and left them at the mercy 
of tlie kipg of Travancore: why then Ihould 
they abandon the famorin, who was now 
their only hope and fupport ? Would they not 
then themfelves have affifted in forging thofe 
fetters, which the king of Travancore would 
Otherwife not have failed to caft upon them, 
to which the Company, by their miftaken 
policy, had fmoothed the way ? 

When the king of Travancore was in-p 
formed, by the commandant Cunes, of the 
hoftilities which the lamorin had committed 
againft the Company, he anfwered with the 
greateft compofure, “ that he had told the 
“ ambalfadors of the famorin, that they 
“ Ihould difluade their mafter from doing fo.” 

It was, at the fame time, pretty well 
afeertained, that, far from ufing any diflua- 
five arguments, the king of Travancore had, 
on the contrary, greatly encouraged the fa- 
morin to perfevere in his hoftile exertions ; 
trufting that, when matters came to greater 
extremities, the Company would call in his 
affiftance, and that he fliould thereby have 
better opportunities of carrying on his pro- 
Tejfts of aggrandizement and conqueft. 


The 
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The famorin, whofe objefl was not fo^ 
much the making war on the Company, aa 
the prevention of a further encreafe of power 
in the king of Travancore, made propofals of 
accommodation himfelf, offering even to fur- 
nifh yearly two thoufand candils of pepper 
to the Company, if they would but refolvc 
to join their forces to his, and attack the 
king of Travancore ; but far from liftening 
to thefc propofals, or entering into treaty 
concerning them, fo many preliminary arti- 
cles of difeuliion were ftarted, and conditions 
propofed, as if the Company had been the 
conquerors: this condud appears to have 
been folely grounded upon an unwillingnefs 
to depart from their favourite fyftem, or from 
the conditions of the engagement latterly 
entered into with Travancore to which 
every thing was to be facrificed. Yet inftcad 
of this conduft inducing the king of Travan^ 
core to be more and more attached to the 
Company’s intereft, he, on the contrary, 
after the difputes with the famorin were ac- 
commodated, had the hardinefs to declare, 
that the Company muft, in time, be con- 
tented with the delivery of his produds in 
fuch a manner, and in fuch quantities, as he 

chofe 
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'^hofe to allow ; and that he did not intend to 
look upon them in any other light, than in 
that'^jEL,merchants, not pofleffcd of any ter- 
ritorial jWifdi(3;ion, or fupreme authority, 
and who ought to follow the market-prices 
in paying for their purchafes. 

Of all the Malabar princes he thus re- 
mained the only formidable neighbour of the 
Company, doing, without oppofition, what- 
ever he liked ; which continued till lately 
‘when a ftill more dreaded enemy, both to 
himfelf and the Company, arofe, one whofe 
name has become famous by his wars againft 
the Englilh, the juftly celebrated Hyder 
Ali Chan Bahauder, otherwife Hyder 
Naig, who, by his confummate courage and 
conduft, raifed himfelf from the condition of a 
common trooper, to be mafter of the kingdom 
of Myfore (where he aflumed only, however, 
the title of nabob, becaufe the king of Myfore 
is ftill living, although kept in confinement 
by the ufurper), and fubdued the province of 
Canara, and the kingdom of Calicut, forcing 
the famorin to feek a refuge with the king 
of ‘Travancore. Hyder Ali is now become 
the moft formidable potentate of this part of 
■ India ; and if the Marattas, with whom he 

is 



[ 252 ] 

is inccflantly at war, did not ftand in his wa}f, 
he would, in all probability, prelcribe 
to the whole peninfula within the in 

a very fhort time. 

An implacable enemy of the Englifh, of 
his. hatred for which nation he has given 
innumerable proofs, and burning with the 
defire of fupplanting the nabob of the Car- 
natic, upon the coaft of Coromandel, who was 
in every thing fubfervient to the Englifh, he 
had in view to make himfclf mailer of the 
kingdom of I’ramncore in order to leave 

* The only prince on the Malabar coaft who had efcaped 
the opprcftion and violence of Hyder Ali, was the king of 
^Travancore, His meatis of defence were extraordinary and ro- 
mantic. Around his capital, and chief province, he fuffered 
the woods to grow for a number of years, till they formed an 
impenetrable belt of great depth. This, cut into labyrinths, 
afforded eafy egrefs to his people, and rendered all attacks 
from witliout impraifticable. Immured within this natural 
fortification, he encouraged the cultivation of the arts and 
fcicnces ; he invited the approach of men of genius and know- 
ledge; he cultivated the friendfliipof the brahmins, and was 
himfelf admitted into their fociety, by the ceremony of pafling 
through a golden cow; and by preparing his own military 
ilorcs, calling of cannon, making of gunpowder, &c. he 
rendered himfelf independent of foreign aid. The fijbjeifts 
of his remoter provinces, to avoid the ravages of war, took 
refuge within the woody circle ; and, whenever they could do 
it with fafety, returned, with their families andeffe<fts, to thtir 
former habitations. 7*. 


no 
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,^o enemy behind him, when he attacked the 
G^rnatic-, for this rcafon, he fent, about a 
yeV ^ago, to requeft of the government of 
the Maldimr, a free paflage for his troops 
thither, through, or along, the territories of 
the Company. 

The rcfulal of this requeft, and the delay 
of a reply to a letter, which he had dif- 
patched, accompanied with confiderable pre- 
fents, to the fupreme government at Batavia 
(which delay was occafioned by the length 
of the voyage performed by the veflel, by 
which the letter and prefents were fent, and 
likewile by a little negligence of which the 
people at Batavia were guilty, fo that the 
fliip from Batavia, that arrived on the coaft 
of Malabar the following year, brought nei- 
ther anfwer or prefents, in return to HvDEit 
Ali, or the leaft notice of the matter to 
'Governor Moens), excited a great degree of 
refentment in the bread of the haughty My- 
forcan, who was then, indifputably, the 
greateft prince in thofe parts. This, Mr. 
Moen5 endeavoured to foften as much as 
polfible, by writing at one time, that the ex- 
traordinary lengtliof the voyage was the oc- 
cafion of the delay, and at another, that the 

reply 
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reply to his dlfpatches would come by thc,"^ 
Coromandel or Ceylon fhips ; but nothing 
could efface the impreffions which this itfi- 
. aginary, or real, affront, had made’ni the 
vindidive heart of Hyder Ali. who inti- 
mated without refervc, that he very well per- 
ceived that the Company cared little for his ' 
friend/hip. 

Mr. Moens, who forefaw that it would 
be impoflible to avoid coming to a rupture 
with this powerful and reftlefs prince, prin- 
cipally becaufe his requeft to be allowed to 
march through the territories of the Com- 
pany, in order to attack the country of Tra* 
vancorcy wa^ refufed, entered into clofer en- 
gagements with the kings of Travancore and 
of Cochimy to affift each other with all their 
might ill cafe of need. The latter feemed 
even inclined to a£l ofFenfively, in order not 
to be liable to undergo the fame fate as the 
famorin ; but this was difeouraged by Mr. 
Moens, who knew very well that the whole 
burthen and expence of the war would fall 
upon the Company, as the pufillanimity of 
the native priiKcs, and their dread of the 
arms of Hyder Ali, were too great, to ex- 
peft any effeftual co-operation from them. 

The 
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The flames of war, which had been fa 
long a kindling, burft out at length, in the 
month of Oftober, 1716. Hyder Ali 
fent his general, Cha Derg am, with eight 
or ten thculaiid men, to make an irruption 
into the pofTeffioiu) of the Company, namely, 
in the fandy country or province of Papo- 
netty\ he ravaged the country with fire and 
fvvord, and laid fiege to the fort of Chittua ; 
this fort, which is a /quare, with four demi- 
baftions, had been duly provided with a fuf- 
ficient garrilbn, and ammunition and provi* 
fions enough to hold out for feme time. 

The faid general, Cha Dergam, iffued a 
manifefto, in the name of his mafter, the 
nabob Hyder Ali, by which he alleged 
that certain lands, fituated within the pro- 
vince of Paponetty^ belonged to the empire 
of the famorin, and that Calicut having been 
< conquered by him, he required thofe lands 
to be delivered up to him by the Company, 
as an appendage to it. 

To this, Mr. Moens replied, that thofe 
lands had been mortgaged many years ago 
to the Company, by the famorin, for the 
Uim of twelve thoufand rupees; but that he 


was 
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lfras ready, at any time, to deliver them up 
to whoever would repay to the Company the 
money for which they had been morjo;ag6d: 
but no anfwer, or at leaft not a fatisfadory 
one, was given to this. 

Mr. Moens, whofc military force, agree- 
able to the cuftomary fparingnefs of the 
Company, in this refpeft, was very trifling, 
fcarcely amounting to two hundred efFe£tive 
men, had, upon the burfting of the ftorm,- 
immediately written, in prelTing terms, for a 
reinforcement of troops and velfels from 
Ceylon', and, by the diligent zeal of the go- 
vernor there, Mr. Falk, thefe were fent 
with fuch expedition, that the troops were 
difembarked at Cochim, on the 4th of No- 
vember, and were difeftly fent off to Cran- 
ganore and AyCotte, in order to prevent the 
enemy from penetrating in that quarter, and 
getting footing in the ifland of Baypini 
whilft the kings of ‘Travancore and Cochini 
threw up fome ftroug and fortified lines, on 
the oppofite fide of the river, in order to 
defend their lands from an irruption on 
that fide. On^ our fide too, great affiduity 
was ufed, in forming a retrenchment under 

the 
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the guns of Cranganoriy and in fortifying 
Aycotte, that Baypin might be ftill better 
covered againft any hoftile attempt. 

Chittua having now been invefted for a 
long timcv the garrifon fent word to Mr. 
Moens, tnbt if fliey were not fpeedily fuc- 
coured, theyswould be obliged to furrender, 
for want of provifions and ammunition. 

Upon receiving this intelligence, Mr. 
Moens determined to relieve that fmal), 
but important fort, whatever it might coft ; 
that the enemy who were in force between 
Chittua to the north, and Cranganore to the 
fouth, might not be without fome objeft of 
apprehenfion and check in their rear. 

The Ceylon reinforcement had likewile 
come very opportunely for that purpofe ; 
and every thing being prepared for the ex- 
pedition, and the fupplies of provifion and 
ammunition for the garrifon of Chittua being 
packed in fmall cafes and calks, in order 
to admit of an eafier and more fpeedy con- 
veyance on Ihore, and into the fort, the fol- 
diers, to the number of one hundred and 
feventy or eighty men, were embarked on 
board the Ihip Hoolwerf, and a fufficient 
number of fmall velTels were provided for 
VOL. in. s the 
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the purpofe of difembarking the men, and 
landing the ftores and provilions, intended 
for the relief of Chittua. 

On the fame day that they failed in the 
morning, they anchored, at noon, abreaft of 
Chittua: the commanding oficer of the 
military wifhed to attempt a landing imme- 
diately; but, by the advice of the captain 
of the (hip, who conceived that the furf 
upon the reef, where they would be obliged 
to land before they could get to Chittua^ ran 
too high at that time, to render the attempt 
prafticable, as likewife that the fmall veflels 
which were to convey the foldiers and ftores 
on (hore, were not yet in readinefs, or in 
a proper fituation, the attempt was deferred 
till the next daV. 

This expedition was planned and execu- 
ted with fo much fecrccy, that the enemy 
were wholly uninformed of it, until they 
beheld the Ihip call anchor before Chittua ^ 
and the delay in landing, gave an opportu- 
nity to the nabob’s general, who immedi- 
ately fufpefted^the caufe of the large Ihip, 
and fo many fmall veflels, having anchored 
on the coall, to fend, with all fpeed, a con- 
flderable number of his troops to take poll 

upon 
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upon the reef, or rather the fpit of land, 
which for Ibme years had been wathed up 
between Cbittua and the fea; where they 
placed themfelves in ambufcade, waiting for 
the landing of our men. 

Xhe{e,\ignorant of this circumftance, at- 
tempted t^ land on the following day, at 
noon; but, unfortunately, the firft velTel, 
which had the foldiers on board, overfet, 
as foon as it entered the furfj the men, 
liowever, got fafe to land ; but they had not 
proceeded many yards, before they were 
attacked by the party of the enemy that lay 
there in ambulh : they could not oppofe much 
rcfiftance to them, as their firelocks, and 
the greateft part of their ammunition, had 
been drenched in fea-water ; the command- 
ing officer, therefore, immediately ordered his 
detachment to retreat to the beach ; but here 
they were again dilappointed, for the affright- 
ed natives, who had navigated the veffel in 
which they came, having recovered her,' 
had put off from the fliore again, and none 
of the others durft encounter the furf; lb 
that, after having defended themfelves for 
a ffiort time, as well as they were able, 
feveral of them being killed, and many 
s 2 wounded. 
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wounded, the detachment was obliged to 
furrcnder themfelves prifoners of war to the 
enemy. 

The confequences of the ill fuccefs of 
this expedition, were coniiderably prejudicial 
to us. ' . 

The enemy obtained a frelb- degree of 
courage, from the advantage thev had gain- 
cd over us in this aftion, and our people 
were not a little difheartened by it, as 
they had loft a conliderable proportion of 
their fmall number of European troops, 
and were obliged by it to abandon Ck't- 
tua to its fate. That place furrendered, 
at length, by capitulation ; and although it 
was upon condition that the garrifon Ihould 
not be made prifoners, but Ihould be allowed 
to march out, and be conduced to Cranga- 
nore, the perfidious Myforcan abided not by 
his word, but after they wei e plundered of 
all they poflefled, and ftripped almoft naked, 
he fent them in chains to Calicut, and farther 
up into his country. 

The fituation of our affairs, on the coaft cf 
Malabar, noW became daily more critical 
and alarming. The enemy had now no- 
thing more to do, than to ftorm Cranganm, 

or 
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or to break through the Travancore lines, to 
be at hand to get footing on the ifland of 
JSaypirij or even to attack Cochim itfelf; and 
the retrenchment which had been begun be* 
fore CraH,^anorev^2^ not near completed, for 
want of '^abourers, who are here called 
coolies^, ^ 

To this, add the intelligence, which Mr^i 
Moens received from good authority, that 
the nabob had caufed a confiderable part of 
his fleet, confilling of one three-maft (hip, 
fix two-maft grabs, and twenty well armed 
gallivats, to-aflemble at Calicut, with the 
intention of attempting to make a landing 
upon the ifland of Baypin, and thus to attack 
Cranganore on both fides, and to extend his 
depredations even to the gates of Cochim. 

In order to guard, as much as poflible, 
againft the completion of this purpofe, a 
fchooner, which was the only veflel flationed 
by the Company on the coaft, was placed as 
clofe as poflible to the mouth of the river of 
Cranganore ; and the (hips, the Hoolwerf and 

* Cvolies ai'c thofe natives who are employed in carrying 
of burthens, digging of trenches, and fuch laborious occupa- 
tions j and who, fupplying the place of pioneers, cannot be 
difpenfed with in the operations of military tallies in 

I'lindojlan. S, 
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the Honcoopy were ftationed a little farther 
to feaward, at a middling diftance from each 
other, in order to cover the coaft, and at 
the fame time to be near enough to join 
their force, upon the appearance of the 
enemy’s fleet, in order to oppof?' any land- 
ing that might be attempted. 

• In the mean time, the retrenchments be- 
fore Cranganore were carried on with the 
utmofl: diligence ; yet, for want of proper 
workpeople, they were not completed till 
the end of December, when, however, every 
thing was prepared, as well as circumftances 
would admit of, as well for defenfive, as for 
ofFenfive operations. But matters remained 
in this fituation ; for Mr. Moens wifely 
confidered, that if once the Company adted 
offcnfively, all means of amicable accom- 
modation would be entirely cut ofF, and 
they would be involved in an open war, 
from which it might not be fo eafy to dif- 
engage themfelves, and which would, at all 
events, be a fource of heavy expence, and 
run their polFeflions on the coaft of Malabar 
Hill more in arrear. The enemy now coh^. 
tinned quiet in Paponetty, and feemed to 
wifli for nothing more than the trifling 

mortgaged 
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mortgaged diftrifts which had formed the 
bone of contention ; while a communication 
ftill, in (bme meafure, kept up with Hyder 
Ali, had been the means of keeping alive 
the hopes of a pacific termination to thefe 
menacing evenfs. 

Moreovei;, if our people had ailed ofFen- 
fively, they would have had to attack the 
enemy in a woody country, where they 
might wait for us with advantage, and in 
cafe of difeomfiture, the retreat would be 
difficult. The lofs of the Ceylon reinforce- 
ment would have been irreparable ; and 
although a detachment of two hundred 
fepoys, fent from Coromandel over land had 
reached Cochim in fafety, in the latter end 
of December, Mr. Moens was induced, by 
the ^ibovementioncd motives, to ail, for the 
prefent, merely upon the defenfive, in the 
hope? that the ftiip that was daily expeiled 
from Batavia^, would bring the long-ex- 
peiled anfwer, and counter-prefents, from 
the government there, to the nabob of 
Myfore, 

In order, however, to make a trial of the 
real difpofition of the kings of T'ravancore 
and Cochim^ by making them believe that 
s 4 he 
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he ferioufly intended to undertake the pro» 
fecutibn of the war, Mr. Moens fent tio 
them to inform them, that having, on his 
part, got every thing jn readinef^to a£t 
ofFcnfively againft the common enemy, he 
now required of them a categorical anfwer, 
in how far he could depend upon their fucr 
(cours, and at the fame time, wifliing to 
•form a plan, in concert with them, for the 
commencement of their combined opera- 
tions, 

Upon this, he received from frtwamre 
jull: fuch an anftfer as he expebied, in coiir 
fequence of the fecret informations which 
he had before obtained, at no little expenee, 
of what was pafling at the court of that 
prince ; it was to the following efFcft; 
namely, that the king of ^ravancore^ had 
entered into an alliance with the nabob of 
Arcot, by which it had been llipulated, that 
if he, the king of Ira'oancore, were attacked 
in his owm dominions by Hyder Alt, that 
then the nabob of Arcat would pome to his 
affiftance, but that if he were himlelf the 
aggreflbr, he wa^ not then to expebl the 
flighteft degree of fuccour ; and that, as 
Hyder Ali had not yet adually coromitte4 

hoftilities 
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hoftilities upon his territories, his hands 
were bound from acting any otherwife than 
merely defenfively. Hence it appeared that 
the liberal promifes, made by the king of 
Travancore, that he would join all his forces 
to our’s as foon as we were in readincls, 
were never intended to be performed, and 
came to nothing; and it may be inferred, 
that he had no other objefl in view, in 
making them, than to encourage the Com- 
pany to involve themfelves in difficulties, 
and to keep himfelf entirely out of the 
fcrapcrf 

It was not the king of Travancore alone 
who wilhed for the humiliation of the Com- 
pany, but the Englllh were likewife ani- 
mated with the fame invidious delires j and 
although it would have been diametrically 
oppofite to their intereft, that the power of 
HynER Ali fhould be augmented, yet they 
would have rejoiced to fee the annihilation 
of our’s on the coaft of Malabar. 

A well authenticated anecdote confirms 
the opinion of their inimical difpofition to- 
wards us : the chief of jinsjengo, convsrfing 
on the fubjea of the difputes which had 
arifen between our Company and Hvder 

Am, 
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Alt, cxprefled himfelf in a manner which 
clearly evinced his fatisfaftion, at the un- 
favourable pofture which our affairs had 
taken; “ adding, let Hyder Ali take Coehint 
“ away from them, it will not be long be- 
“ fore we fhall take it back from him.” 

The chief of Hellicherry too, as foon as he 
. underftood that the enemy had taken Pa~ 
pnetty, allured the different vcffels, that 
were annually accuftomed to refort to Co^ 
(bint, for the purpofes of trade, to his fet- 
tlement, pretending that Coebim was invert- 
ed both by fea and by laud ; he even wrote 
a letter to Mr. Moens, by which he offered 
to take under his fafeguard, at Pellicfjerry, 
the goods and effefis of the Company, with 
affurances, upon his word of honour, that, 
both with refpeft to the houfing, and to the 
difpofal of articles of merchandife, the fame 
care and diligence fhould be employed, as if 
they belonged to the Englifh. 

But Mr. Moens, well informed of his 
underhand dealings, wrote in reply, that 
matters, far frpm being come to that ex- 
tremity, were ftill in fiich a fituation, that 
the operations of trade were purfued without 
interruption, and the road was protedled by 

the 
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the Company’s (hips, and that he therefore 
begged leave to decline his friendly offer: 
at the fame time he fecretly caufed infor- 
mation to be given to fuch velTels as had 
run in there, that they might fafely come to 
Cochim, without any apprehenfion ; and this 
had the effeft, "that they all immediately left 
Tellicherry and failed to Cochim, where they . 
difpofed of their goods, and were fupplied 
with the articles they wanted, as nfual. 

At length, the Groenendaal, the long- 
wifhed-for fhip from Batavia, appeared, and 
cart anchor in the road of Cochim, on the 
9th of January, 1777, having on board an 
anfwei from the fuprerae government to 
the letter of Hyder Ali, with the prefents 
accompanying it. 

Mr. Moens and his council, neverthelels, 
deliberated, whether they Ihould now fend 
thefe difpatches to the nabob, on account 
of the hoftilities which he had already com- 
mitted, or not : after mature confidcration, 
however, the firft was unanimoully refolved 
on, bccaufe that by this means, if the na- 
bob really fought peace, it muft imme- 
diately appear, Mr. Moens added a letter 
from himfelf, which principally contained 

the 
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the rcafons of the long delay of the letter 
and prefents. 

After the laple of fome weeks, Hyder 
All, who had now marched higher up in 
the pcninfula againft the Marattas, with 
whom he was equally at war, wrote a let- 
ter to Mr. Moens, and fent back the people 
. who had been taken prifoners at Chittua, pro- 
viding them with provifions, and paying their 
cxpences as far as Coebim, retaining, how- 
ever, thofe who had taken fervice with him ; 
he took no notice in that letter of the pre- 
fents which had been fent to him, although, 
in all probability, he well knew that they 
were on the road to him ; but he wrote 
that the difputcs which had arifen between 
him and the Company, were occafioned by 
mifunderftanding j that he had indeed fent 
a general and iome troops into the landy 
pountry, but it was only for the purpofe of 
feeking after the lands which had belonged 
to the kingdom of the famorin ; that our 
people had /hot firft ; that he had difpatch- 
cd two meflengers to Mr. Moens, to ad- 
juft the differences, but that they had been 
refufed'to be received; with feveral other 
feigned fubjedts of complaint, and unfounded 

allegations, • 
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allegations, by which he endeavoured' to 
exculpate hinafelf, and to throw the whole 
blame of the rupture upon the Company ; 
he concluded, however, by offering them 
his friendfhip, and manifefted a defire of ac- 
commodating matters. 

Upon this, Mr, Moens replied to him, 
that nothing was more agreeable to the 
Company, than to maintain their relations 
of amity with the princes in the neighbour- 
hood of their eflablifhments ; that they ef- 
pecially wifhed to preferve the friendfhip 
and good-will of a powerful prince like 
him, with whom they had never before had 
any mifunderflanding ; and that, in order 
to re-eftablilh a peace, and to remove all 
the fubje£ts of difpute which had arifen be- 
tween them, he left it to the choice of the 
nabob, whether his highnefs chofe to fend 
his vakeels * to Cochim, or whether Mr. 
Moens fhould fend perfbns to treat with the 
nabob at his own court. 

When I left Cochim, on the 24th of April, 
1777, no anfwer had yet come to this laft 
letter, but it was expcdled to arrive everyday. 

* Vakeel, an agent, minifter, or ambaflador from a 
Moorilh prince, T, 
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The probable caufes of the pacific dif- 
pofition which now appeared in the nabob, 
were the following : 

Firft, the open war in which he was en- 
gaged with the Marattas, who were endea- 
vouring to reinftate, in the pofleflion of their 
dominions, thofe princes, whp had formerly 
been tributary to them, and had now been 
difpoircfled by Hyder Ali. 

Next, the afl'embling of the nairs of the 
famorin, in the mountains, in order to re- 
ftore their prince, who had fled for refuge to 
the king of I'ravancore, to his dominions; to 
which likewife conduced, that the chief of 
the Moors, who conftituted almofl: the half 
of the fubjedts of the famorin, and whom 
Hyder had left in his office, upon his 
paying a large lum of confideration-money, 
had now revolted from the conqueror, 
and had gone over, - with his people, 
to the mountains, where he had joined the 
nairs. 

Laftly, Hyder faw that the fortifications 
we had made at Cranganore and Aycotte, 
together with the Travancore XnKS, were of 
fuch a nature, that he could not attack them 
with much hopes of fuccefs; and, confe- 

quently, 
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^uently, not penetrating to Cochim, that he 
could not prefcribe his own terms to the 
Company. 

I have before hinted, that the principal 
objedl of our Company, in expelling the 
Portuguefe from ‘this coaft, was in order to 
become pofleifed of the pepper-trade, exclu- 
fivcly of all others ; to which, perhaps, other 
reafons of political expediency might be 
added. 

They, however, early met with much dif- 
appointment on this head, both by the bad 
faith of the Malabar princes, and by the con- 
ftantly encreafing competition of European 
rivals, who adopted a furer mode of obtain- 
ing as much pepper as they wanted, by al- 
ways following the marketprice, or even 
paying fomething above it, while our Com- 
pany continually infilled upon the perform- 
ance of the contrafts, that no pepper Ihould 
be furnilhed to any others, although a fixed 
price was never Hated in them, and they 
only fpeak of the marketprice, as the rule to 
go by *. 

*• Secra Cnjiieraiim ef thi Cowittndant Ds JoNc, of the 
ajth ofOftober, i7«j. S, 

The 
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The felling of pepper to other nations was 
ftigmatized as a contraband trade, which 
ought to be put a flop to by compulfion, if 
other means were not fufficient ; and force 
was reforted to at different times for that 
purpofe ; but thefe attempts were as little 
prodiiftive of the effefts propofed, as they 
_ were expeulive ; for the princes themfelves 
were not able to reftrain their fubjeifls from 
carrying on this trade with other nations, by 
which they made double the advantage that 
they did in felling to us *. 

By all thefe viciffitudes and occurrences, 
the Malabar coaft has been rendered, from 
the period that it was conquered, to a few 
years ago, one of the heavieft burthens of 
the Company in India ; and this it was that 
made the governor general, Mossel, ad- 
drefling himfelf to the direftor general, Go* 
lONESSE, who maintained that the Malabar^ 
where he had long been ftationed as com- 
mandant, was one of the moft important 
polfeflions of the Company, ufe thefe words; 
“ I am fo far/from being of your opinion, 
“ that I rather wifh that the ocean' bad 

* Secret Confiderathns of the Cmmatidunt De Jong, of the 
25th of Oilober, 1757. S* 


fwallowed 



[ml 

‘‘ fwallowed up the coaft of Malabar an 
‘‘ hundred years ago*/’ 

The obfcrvatlons of Mr. Mossel on the 
ftate of the Malabar coaft, need only be at- 
tentively perufed to obtain a conviftion of 
the great detriment which our eftablifliments 
upon it have already been to the Company ; 
they have not'fo much been intrinfically pre- 
judicial as baneful, on account of the con- 
tinual clifputes and wars which v/e have been 
engaged in with the native princes, and not 
a little by the infidelity and peculation of the 
iervaiits who have been employed hcre'f*. 

Since 

* Hiftoire Phlhfophlque et Politique de Kh. Tom. 

T. p. 261. Edition tie Ja 1774. S. 

M. Raynal, in this place, gives an opinion, in a note, 
that the eftablifliments of the Dutch on the coaft of MMbar 
might, by a more enlarged commercial policy, be rendered of 
benefit to whoever poiTefled the raaftery of the pepper trade 
from Java^ Sumatra and Borneo ; “ for this purpofc, it would 
merely be requifite to piirchafc the pepper on the coaft of 
** Malabar^ at an advanced price, fay one that would compel 
“ other nations to abandon the trade; the benefits which 
would accrue upon the immenfe quantities of pepper fur- 
“ ni filed at a veiy low rate, by thofe more eaftern pofleflions, 
would more than compenfate for the facrifice recommended ; 
“ and, by this operation, the exclufivecommerce might beob- 
“ tained of a fpice which has now become an article of unif 
veiTal confumption in moft parts of the globe.” V*. 
f Mr. Mossel, however, was of opinion, that, by a better 
VOL. III. T management. 
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$Iiicc the accommodation of the laft differ- 
ences refpefting the famorin^ the Malabar 
has, however, again begun to make a toler- 
able figure in the Company’s ftatements ; 
we do not mean to take into confideration 
the fum written off in the year 1767, to 
make good the deficiency occafioned by the 
infidelity of the perfoiis employed; the ba- 
lance, clofed on the 31ft of Augnft, 177I1 
Ihews, that the expences of the Malabar had 
amounted in the book-)ear, 1770-1771, to 

inanngemenf, the MJabar might be rendered a profitable 
pofieliion to the Dutch ; not fo much by the pepper trade, as 
by the gains upon the fpices, lugar, arrack, and Japan cop- 
per, which may be difpofed of here. He fuppofes that the 
profitsupon thefe might annually be /.25o,ooo, and the charges 
of the who!e/:23»,ooo, or/. 1 8,000 (about ^.6,636 fterling) lefs 
than the gains ; to which is to be added, what might be gained 
upon the pepper ; in 1778, 1,000,000 lbs, of pepper, from the 
coafi: of Malabavy wcre fold in Holland^ at 17 ftjvers (nearly 
i.f. 7<'/.) per pound; the purchafe-coff on the coafi, is, by the 
treaties, from four to five ftivers per pound : the pepper, how- 
ever, mu ft then be fent to Ceylon,, and thence conveyed to 
Europe, whereby much expence is incurred, but not fo much 
as not to leaveaconfiderable profit. Mr. Mossel’s calculation 
of the charges is, however, made upon the fuppofition that 
the Company’s cfiablifliment on the Malabar amounts 
to no more than 300/Or 400 peifons, and we have before feen, 
page 233, that in 1776-1777, there were 867 Euro()eans, 
and 405 natives, in the Company’s fervice here. T* 

/•205,57o. 
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f20£,^yo. 17 . ; aud,,Qii the other hand, the 
profits amounted to 17. .8, leav- 

ing a handfome advance v\pon ithe whole of 
yi 1 20, 117. o. 8 * j and theic profits would, 
under the difinterefted adminiftration of Go- 
vernor Moens, have been larger, had not 
the unhappy difputes, which I have before 
detailed, been the means of greatly augment- 
ing the charges -j-. 

The articles which arc of the moft cur- 
rent vent, of thofe fent hither by the Com- 
pany, are cloves, nutmegs, and xnace ; but 
the lead: part of them is confumed on the 
coaft, for a much more confidcrable quan- 
tity is exported by country-vclfels, who trade 
hither from the northern parts of the Ara- 
bian fea, Mufeat, and the gulph oi Perjia, 
where fuch an advance upon the prices is 

* About jf. 10,920 fterling. T, 

fin the year 1779, however, the charges of the Malabar 
eftablifliment were /.489,645, while th^ profits amounted 
together to no more than 7.4 14,9 7 7; or 774,668 (about 
7.6,606 fterling) lefs than the charges, exclufive of the ex- 
pences of the conveyance from Bata^m of the articles fold. 
Befides pepper, fome cardeinom, and caflia lignea, is furniflied 
for Europe from Malabar- and a confiderable number of 
flavcs are yearly fent, in private trade, io Batavia, and the 
Cape of Good Hope* T, 
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obtained, as defrays the charges and rifk of 
conveyance ; thefe veffels bring, on the other 
hand, capok, which is difpofed of to ad- 
vantage at Coeb'm. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Pnrther Stay on the Coajl. — Departure from Co- 
ck i m . — P^Jfuge • through the Channel (?/ M a - 
MALA. — A lunar Eclipfe. — Singular Whitenefs 
ohferved in thf Seawater — Seen by other Naviga^ 
tors, — Account of a ftmilar Phenomenon from Va- • 
LENTYN. — Defcription of a curious Species of 
Shellfjh, — Of Infebfs in the Sea occafioning a lu* 
minotis Appearance, — View of Cape St. John. — 
Arrival at Surat. — Changes that had taken 
Place there, — Termination of the War between the 
Maraitas and the Englijh, — Optional Ceffion of 
Salsette to the latter — Repented of by the for^ 
mcr—Who complain of ill Faith in the Englifh, 

The ihip Ojitverkerk having undergone 
fome neceffary repairs, and taken in water 
for the profecution of her voyage, was in 
rcadinefs to fail on the 26th of December ; 
but the conftant apprehenfion that the fleet 
of the nabob would make an attempt to ef- 
fect a landing on the ifland of Baypin, made 
the government at the Malabar determine to 
keep the (hip ftill on the coaft, till a two- 
mall bark, expeded from Ceykn^ or the Ihip 
T 3 from 
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from Batavia^ ITiould arrive. I received 
orders to fail with the Ouwerkerk to before 
Aycotte^ there to relieve the fhip Hoolwerf 
(whofe cargo, if fhe ftaid longer, would 
have been fubjeft to be fpoiled), to remain 
there till further orders •, and, in cafe any 
hoftile veffels ihould appear, to ufe my befl: 
endeavours to refift and prcV'Uit the execu- 
* tion of their defigns. 

I remained at anchor there till the 9th of 
January, 1777, when 1 received my dif- 
patches on board, with permiffion to purfuc 
my voyage to Suraf, upon which I imme- 
diately weighed anchor, and fet fail ; but I 
was obliged, by contrary wind and ftream, 
to anchor again at funfet. In the mean 
time the (hip, Hoolwerf ^ replaced mine in the 
ftation before Aycotte^ and the Groenendaaly 
which had left Batavia on the 20th of No- 
vember, and had arrived the day I received 
permiffion to depart, lay at anchor before 
Cochhiu 

About midnight, when the land-wind be- 
gan to blow, we again got under fail, fleer- 
ing for the channel of Mamkf intending to 
ruti through it between the Laquediva and 
the Maldivt iflanis, and to purfue our voyage 

to 
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to Surat to the weftward of the former. 
Although this was a circuitous route, as the 
northeafterly winds blew ftrong, yet there 
was 110 other means of fulfilling the objedl 
of our voyage, for we were commanded by 
our inftruftlons from the governn^ent at Ba- 
tavta^ to keep out of light of the land, on 
account of tl^e Maratta fleet, till we were 
in the latitude of Cape St. John^ and we 
could not, therefore, avail of the ufiial alter* 
uate fca and land winds, which do not blow far 
out at fea, and with the affiftance whereof 
we might other wife have efFcded the pafTage 
with great quickiiefs. 

For the firft eight days, we met with very 
ftrong currents, which fet us fometimes to 
the north, and fometimes to the fouth, with- 
out that we difcovered either the iflands on 
one hand, or thofe on the other. On the ' 
1 8 th of January, we perceived but a very 
feeble current, and by the encreafing north- 
wcfterly variation of the compafs, we com- 
-puted that we had already paffed the weft- 
’ernmoft of the Laquediva iflands ; we then 
fleered as high up to the n.w. as the fcanti- 
nefs of the wind would allow, in order to 
get into higher latitudes, 

T4 
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On the 23d, we faw another eclipfe of 
the moon. P'ull one-half of the planet was 
obfcured, on its foiith fide ; the beginning 
could not be obferved, bj rcafon of the hazi- 
iiefs of the weather. 

On the 30th, we met, at night, with a very 
fingular appearance in the colour of the fea. 
It alfumcd fo great a degree !bf whitenefs, 
that it was pcrfcftly like milkJ During the 
day, we had obferved that the water was 
darker and browner than ufual, and had loft 
that azure clcarncfs Avhich it almolt always 
has in the open fea : in proportion as the 
evening twilight diminifned, it became 
whiter, and encreafed gradually in white- 
nefs till nine o’clock, when it was fo white, 
that the whole fea appeared as if covered 
with a white (hcet, or exactly like the ap- 
pearance, in the night-time, of a flat coun- 
try overfpread with ihow. The horizon 
was not diftinguifhable, except to the north- 
weft, where the line of diftinftioii between 
the fea and the Iky was difccrnable, from the 
latter being fomewhat dark and gloomy. 
This phenomenon was entirely diftinft from 
the luminous appearance which is frequently 
obferved in the water of the ocean, as, in- 

ftead 
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(lead of giving any light, the whole was of 
a deadly palenefs, excepting clofe to the 
veflel, where it feemed mixed with fomc 
fparks of light. While it was at the flrongeft, 

I had the lead cart feveral times, but we 
found no ground with a line of one hundred 
and fifty fathoms. I had fome of the water 
taken up, andlexamined it direftly with the 
microfeope, but could not lee any thing in 
it, with a glafs of th6 greateft magnifying 
powers ; to the naked eye, it appeared as 
clear as cryftal ; and, on tafting it, it feemed 
to have loll fomething of its briny and bitu- 
minous talle. 

The fame appearance was obferved by the 
Englilh captain Newland, in the fame 
part of the ocean, with the difference, how- 
ever, that he faw it intermixed with black 
. ftripes running in a ferpentinc dircclion 
through the whitenefs, which 1 did not fee in 
it. He likewife difeovered animalculae in it, 
by putting a glafs, with fome of the water, 
in a dark place, and holding his hand dole 
over it j but' neither did I obferve any 
thing of this kind, although I likewife filled 

^ See Hjedcndaagfchc V adtrlandfche Letieroeffeningen{z. Dutcli 
periodical publication), vol. iii. no, V. art. Mifcellaniesy page 
*04. S, 

'<x glafs 
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a glafs with the water, and put it in a dark 
place, but without holding my hand over it. 

The account given of this phenomenon 
by Mr. Nuburk, volume ii, page 84 and 
85, agrees perfeftly with the above. 

About midnight, when the moon rofe, the 
water refiimed, by degrees, its* former dulky 
. colour, and on the following 4 orning it ap- 
peared the fame as the day before. 

We were then, by eftimation, fixty leagues 
from the coaft of Arabia Felix, which was 
the neareft land. Our north latitude was 
16®, and our compaflfes (hewed a iiorth\veft- 
crly variation of five degrees. 

We' had a light breeze of wind, chiefly 
from the northeaft, varyii>g, however, from 
3E.N.E. to N.N.E.; the thermometer flood at 
i the (ky was, in general, (lightly 
clouded ; and the ftars were vifiblc : I had 
no reafon to fuppofe that the moon had any 
influence upon this phenomenon, or had con- 
tributed to it, it having been in the quarter 
the day before ; and the more, as we did not 
difeover any flrong current. 

I remember to have read fomewhere in 
Valentyn, that this fame appearance is 
alfo fometimes obferved in the fcas between 

Amboyna 
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Amhoyna and Banda* j but I am well affurcd 
that it could never be more diftinflly feea 
that! when I obferved it. 

On 

* It appears from Valektyn, that this phenomenon, 
which he calls bet •oiitwhter (the white water), occurs twice 
every year in the fcas around Banda the firft time, when it 
is denominated th(j little wifwater^ it takes place at the new 
moon, in June; it ^ but flight in July, but does not entirely ^ 
fubiide before the fame appearance occurs again at the new 
moon in Auguft, when it is called the great ivitmoater. la 
the day-time, the fea appears as nfual ; but in the night, it 
aflumes a milkwhite hue, and the refle(5lion of it in the air is 
fo great, that the (ky cannot be diftinguiflied from the water* 
Land is very eafily difeerned by night, in if, for the land 
appears very black in the middle of the whitenefs. Very 
little fifn is caught during the time that it lafts, but afterwards 
fo much the more'; the fifli do not like the water, and the 
clearnefs of it makes them eafily fee the fifhing-tackle and 
boats, and confequently avoid them. It has likewife been ob* 
ferved to rot the bottoms of vefTcls which iic much in it. It 
throws up, on the fliores where it reaches, a great deal of 
Hi me, and filth, and likewife different fpecics of blubber or 
piollufcAy bezaanijes {boktburia phyfalis, or PortUguefe men*of- 
vvar), &c. It is dangerous for Iniall veflels to be ^t fca in the 
night, where it comes, as, ^though it may be calm, the fea 
always rolls with heavy furges, enough to oveifet fmall 
velfels; and it feems as if they Were occalioned by fubaqueous 
exhalations preffing upwards for a vent. It is chiefly feea 
between Bandu, and the foutheaftern iflands, to the fouth- 
ward of the iflands of Aroe and the Ktjs, down to Tenimber, 
where the heavieft rolling of the fca is obferved, and Timor 
Laut ) it runs weftward as for as Timor \ and to the north, it 
is met with on the fouth coaft of'Craw, keeping, however, to 

the 
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On the following evening, and part of" 
the night, we faw this phenomenon again, 

the fouth of the Uliaffers and Amhoynay where it appeal’s irt 
large ftripes. I'his milk-fea, as Valentyn emphatically calla 
it, is clearly feen in the night, from the hills at Amboyna^ 
ilretching towards Banila\ for at Amhoyna itfclf, it does not 
properly occur, having only been known once to have 
reached that ifland, namely, in 1656. |Vhen it begins to 
abate, it runs along the iflands of Qmo^ iid Bnde^ or Florisy 
and finally, in ftripcs as far as Bouton^ And even to Saleyer^ 
and the coaft of Celebes^ where it gradually lofes itfelf in the 
other feawater, or mixes with it. The more tempeftuous 
the weather proves, the more it rains, and the harder the 
foutlieaft tradevvind blows, the more this white water is feen. 
Jt is entirely unknown whence it proceeds ; but it has gene- 
rally been fuppofed to come from the gulph of Carpentaria* 
Some have confidered the whitenefs as occafioned by myriads 
of animalculae ; and others have aferibed it to a fubtle, ful** 
phureous, marine exhalation, which they have fuppofed to 
arife from the bottom of the fea, and to become condenfed in 
the water. But though brimftone be produced in confidera- 
ble quantities, at Amboyna and Banda^ and likewife upon 
A/ 7 tf, Teenier, Datnmer (three iflands, fouth of the two for- 
mer, and between them and Timor, little known to any but 
the Dutch), and elfewhereiii thefe parts, yet, fays Valentyn, 
if the white water were caufed by that circumftance, it 
would be obferved, wherever fulphur is found in large quan- 
tities : but, unable to affign any other reafon, he leaves the 
folution of this phenomenon to be determined by future dif- 
coverers and naturali^s. He likewife fays, it has been ob- 
ferved at the Mayotte or Comora iflands, to the northweftward 
of Madagafcary and between it and the main land of Africa, 
Valentyn Befehryving vaa Oof Indien^ vol, II. page 137 and* 
138, ^nd vol. II [. part a, page 10 and u . T, 
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jjind every night till the 3d of February, but 
in a flighter degree every fucceeding time, 
and on the evening after that day, it was 
not vifible at all ; there was, however, ^ 
ftrong luminous appearance in the water j 
we were then, ‘by eftimation, thirty-five 
leagues from the neareft part of Arabia 
Felix y being in the north latitude of 17® 30', 
and our compalTes ftill Ihewing a northweft-*' 
erly variation of five degrees. 

During the time that wc faw this white 
water, the Iky was fometimes entirely clear, 
with a fine ftarlight down to the very hori- 
zon, and fometimes it was cloudy, and even 
quite overcaft; fo that it does not appear 
to me that the ftate of the weather had any 
influence upon it : the thermometer conti- 
nued, for the moft part, at the point at which 
it was the firft evening. 

On the I ft of February, and the day after, 
we took up out of the lea a kind of little 
Ihellfilh, univalve and fpiral, which floated 
on the fur face of the water ; the fliell was of 
a beautiful azure colour beneath, gradually 
becoming lighter towards the opening ; they 
were of various fizes, the laro-eft beins; as bis; 
as a little gardeu-fiiail, and the fmallcft of 

the 
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the fize of a common perriwuxkk ; the ani- 
mal that inhabited the Ihell had the lame 
Ipiral form ; but inftead of the horny cover- 
ing, or cap, that clofes the opening of the 
perriwinkle, this animal had a large hollow 
bladder, perfedly white, and filled with air, 
about an inch and a half in length, and half 
an inch in thicknefs ; it was ofjan oval fhape, 

' and ferved to keep the little animal, with its 
fragile habitation, floating on the waves ; this 
membrane was attached to the fore part of 
the animal, and, upon being carefully fepa- 
rated from it, there appeared a little oval 
head, from which projeded two little horns, 
like thofe which fnails generally have. Upon 
being bruifed, the animal yielded a beautiful 
purple liquor, which, when viewed in the 
microfeope, had an appearance of very I'mall 
animalculse, of a vermicular flrape, like thofe 
which are met with in ftagnaht rainwater, 
tranfparent, and comparable for fizc, or 
ra.her for minutenefs, to the trkhoda, or 
wheel infed. I evaporated this liquid, and 
■obtained fro^ it a dry powder, which, when 
rubbed down, and mixed with gum- water, 
made a beautiful purple paint. 

I believe, as we were then not far from 

the 
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the Gulph of Arabia^ that thefe animals were 
driven by the currents out of the Red Sea, 
where, I think, they are met with. 

To feveral of thefe (hells adhered a num- 
ber of very minute mufcles, of the fame 
fliapc and appearance, as thofe which wc 
vulgarly call longnecks, uid which adhere to 
the bottoms of (hips, or to timber that has 
been long in the water ; fome very fmall 
crabs likewile were feen upon the (hells. 

Although I had many times in vain ex- 
amined the feavvater, in order to difeover 
what might be the caufe of the luminous ap- 
pearance which it fometimes alTumes at 
night, I was fortunate enough, on the loth 
of February, to difeover in it thofe animals, 
whofe rapidly varying and (hooting motion, 
occafion, in my opinion, this circumftance. 
Their length was about two lines, and their 
breadth one line: they are flau, and perfectly 
tranfparcnt : the animal confifted of nine 
annulae, or rings, the fmalleft of which was 
the head, out of which two little horns pro- 
jefted; the rings encreafed in fize and breath 
to the ninth, or laft, which alone made one- 
third of the whole length, and formed the 
pofterior part of the animal ; a gut, ojr duft, 

jail 
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ran through the whole length, in the middle 
of the body, which was narrow at the head, 
but encrcafed in width till about the middle 
of the ninth divifion, where it fpread out into 
many little branches : in the middle of this 
duft a fubldance appeared; which had a kind 
of pcriftakic motion from behind to before, 
and which I looked upon as the principium 
vttce of the animal : quite a/t the extremity 
of the ninth annula there were two fmall 
openings, round which four little legs, or 
arms, were difceraiblc, and there appeared 
to be leveral more, but they were lo very 
minute, that I cannot with certainty affert 
that there were more. 

In the fame water I alfo found an infeft 
of the fame fize, which, when viewed by 
the glafs. No. IV, had the lame lhape as 
that of which a drawing is given in Captain 
Phipps’s Voyage to the North Pole, in plate 
XII, figure 2, and deferibed under the name 
of fea-loufe 

Wc 

* Fig 3, plat/ XII. in Phipps’s Voyage, is cancel vugax^ ma- 
Cl ourus, articulaiis^pedibusquatuorJecim JimpH'cibus^ laminis femorutn 
/ex pr/wimum dilatatis fubiotundo coidatis. It is added, that this 
animal, which had not before been deferibed, fliould be inferted 
in the Sjjma Natuiit near cancer pikx] it was taken in tlje 

trawl 
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We ftruggled with contrary winds till 
the 8th of February, before we could reach 
twenty degrees of north latitude 5 we then 
got better opportunities of gainir^g an calling, 
as the winds veered to NiN.E. and north, and 
when we were beVore the mouth of the Gulph 
of Perfta, they even run to N.w. and w.N.w. 
with which we purfued our voyage with 
tolerable fuedefs ; on the 19th of that 
month, we ftruck foundings, for the firft 
time, in forty-nine fathoms, black Tandy 
clay, with fmall Ihelk and gravel, aiKi af- 
terwards a greenifli nard clay bottom, and 
on the 2ift wc let drop our anchor, at two 
o’clock, A.M. in twenty-one fathoms, as the 
current was againft us. 

At eight o’clock, when the ftream had 
fubfided, and the flood began to rife, we 
again got under fail, and at half pall nine, 
we came in fight of the high land of Cape 
5 /. Jobn^ finding ourfelves/* by obfervation, 
at noon, twenty-nine kagues and a half 
more to the weliward than by the lhip*s 
reckoning. 

trawl near Mtffen ifland. The tamer pulexy wa$ taken up in 
the fame trawl. It^is iingulir that fimilar animals fhould be 
fotmd to exifl \n the and in the tropkal Has* T, 

vofc. iij. u At 
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At three o’clock, p.m. when the flood. had 
left us, and the wind became contrary, we 
anchored again, and fo on, working up with 
the tides of flood, and lying over when the 
counter-ftream began ; we were, the fol- 
lowing morning, before T^rnapour; in the 
evening, U'e had pafled the city of Daman ; 
on the 23d, in the morning, we were be- 
yond the little hill of Balzany ' ; and, in the 
evening, in fight of the road of Surat. 

We anchored there on the 24th of Fe- 
bruary, and having motored the fhip at night, 
I went up to Surat on the following day, 
and reaching the town at four o’clock in 
the afternoon, I landed at the Dutch wharf, 
where I fixed my quarters in a houfe not 
far from it, which had been hired for me. 

On my arrival, 1 found that many 
changes had taken place in our direftion, 
fince I had been here laft. The late^direc- 

ror, B , had been recalled by the fupreme 

government, and being fearful that, if he 
went to Batavia^ he would there meet with 
his deferts, as he was perfeftly confeious of 
his negligence, if not of his mifeonduft, in 
his adminiftration, he refolyed, as foon as 
Mr. VAN D£ Graaf, who had been ap- 
pointed 
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pointed his fucceflbr in the dircdtorlhip, ar- 
rived in an Englifh fhip from the Malabar , 
where he had been the fecoi]d in command, 
to put himfelf under the protcdlioii of the 
Englifh Company! and to take his palTage to 
Bombay, by the veflel that had brought 
Mr. VAN DE Graaf. 

Similar apprehenfions were entertained by 

the fecond, Mr. S-; who equally, a few 

days afterwards, fought the i)rote6Hon of 
the Englifh ; it was, however, only for one 
night, as on the following morning, Mr. 
VAN DE Graaf fucceeded in perfuading 
him CO return back to the Company, 

On the loth of March, a report was 
received here that the nabob of Myfore, 
Hyder Ali, had obtained a fignal vidtory 
over the Marattas, in which that nation 
were faid to have loft full forty thoufand 
men killed on the field of battle, and that 
the vidlor had advanced, with his army, 
within twentycofs of Poonah ; but no con- 
firmation was received of this news befcfl'c 
my departure. 

The war between the Marattas and the 
Englifh, of which I have before made men- 
tion, had been terminated the preceding 
V z year, 
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year, by a treaty of peace, by which noi 
adequate advantages were obtained, on the 
part of the Englith, in the proportion that 
might naturally be expefted from their con? 
quells and fuccefles. Thip has even laid the 
foundation of a renewal qf hoftilities. 

The lall article contains a ceflion, by the 
Marattas, to the Englilh Company, of the 
ifland of Salfette, near Bombay (the poffeffion 
of which is the main fpring upon which 
the welfare of the Englilh Company, on this 
coall, turns, both becaufe the illand is only 
feparated from Bombay by a narrow river, 
and becaufe, being very fertile, it is con- 
fulered as the granary of that eftablilh- 
ment), with a claufe, that if the Englilh 
Company did not prefer this place, they 
Ihould have the option of a diftrift in the 
Baroche country, yielding an annual revenue 
of three lacks of rupees. The choice was 
not a matter of hefitation, or difficulty, to 
the Englilh j they abided by the ceflion of 
Salfette. '^But in this, fay the Marattas, the 
Englilh, or rather the prefidency odengal, to 
whom the ratification of the treaty, and the 
option contained in it, were referred, afted 
deceitfully; for they allege, that both parties 

had 
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had agreed, by a fecret article, that this op- 
tional ceflion Ihould be made on the part of 
the Marattas merely to favc appearances, 
and for the honour of the Englifli Company, 
that they might have the name of making 
choice of one the two, whilft, in the 
mean time, the Englifli had folemnly pro- 
mifed that they would take the beforemen- 
tioned diftrift in the Baroche country, and 
reftore Salfette ,to the Marattas. On this 
account, the MaWtas would not fuffer the 
Englifli envoy to leave Poonah, and fent 
word to Bombay, th^t Vhey infifted upon hav- 
ing Salfette reftorcd to them, or clfe upon 
the war being renewed. 



CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Jmmy hy Land from Suallt to Surat.— 
of SuALLY. — Hackeries. — ^andhills, — Inlet of the 
Sea, called the Bafon of S\s A ly .— f he Village.^ 
.Hofpitable Conduit of the Perfee Chief. — Departure 
from Surat.— ilrnW at CofCnm.— Departure 
again.— Doubling of Cape ^/-Jmorin. — Signs of 
Land. — Fiew of the Nassau — Account, 

of that, and other If an jf on the weft Coaft of Su- 
matra. — Arrival at Batavia. — "Lhe Ouwerkerk 
appointed to return to Europe. — Death of the Cover- 
nor General, Van Riemsdyk, and Elelfion of 
Mr. DE Klerk his Stead— Ref olutions taken by 
the Government at his Inftance. — Death of the King 
^Bantam, and Coronation of his Succeffor hy a 
Deputy from Bay avia. —T our up the Country, 
and to the Seat of the Governor General. 

C)n the 23d of March, I went, early 
ill the morning, on board of my (hip, accom- 
panied by ^he comptroller of equipment, 
Boelen: the next day, leaving her again, 
we landed in the Korry-h?Ly, juft within the 
river’s mouth, in order to go by land thence 

to 
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to dually ^ and further to Surat ; for that pur- 
pofe, we had the day before given orders 
that five haqkerles fhould be ready to re- 
ceive us. 

Before we got into them, we firft went to 
fee the tower (d{\Sually^ which ferves as a 
beacon to make tl^ road of Surat ^ and points 
out the anchoring- place. 

It is ereded^npon one of the little fand- 
hills which lie Vbout two miles from the 
banks of the riverS It was built many years 
ago, as a tomb, over%he grave of an Englifli 
captain, who lies buriell here ; it appeared to 
me to be between twenty-five and thirty feet 
in height, fquare, and covered at top with a 
cupola. As the entrance to it was fhut, we 
could not take a view of the infide ; but I 
was told, that there was a pleafant apart- 
ment in the upper part of it, where the En- 
gli(h fometimes met on parties of pleafure. 

At half part fix o’clock, we each got into 
a hackery, though there is fufficient room in 
one of thefe carriages for two perfons ; the 
other three were intended for our fervants 
and baggage. 

The weather was cxceffive hot that day, 
and we had nothing to ih^ld us from the 
^ 4 fqorching 
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Icorchlng rays of an eaftern fun, as thefc 
carriages had no kind of covering or awning } 
moreover, there was not the leaft breeze of 
wind, to mitigate the fervency of the air. 

We firll: rode to the nortbeaft, through s 
iandy and uncultivated olain, in which 
there was nothing to reli'ive the eye, but 
here and there a dwarfifli, faded, and droop- 
ing bulh or Ihrub. Having jjurfued this di- 
redtion and road for about, two hours, we 
•then turned more to the ^rtbward and weft- 
ward ; here we rode ^jui'ofs a valley, which 
appeared to me to bea< all the figns of having 
formerly been the main bed of the river, or, 
at leaft, to have been a branch of it. 

Wc then came again to fome fandhills, 
from the tops of which we had a plci fant 
view of an arm or inlet of the fea, formerly 
called the Bafon of Suatty, and where it is 
faid, our Ihips ufed to lie at anchor in former 
times *. 

Upon thefe fandhills there was ftill one of 
the tombs of our people in exiftcnce ; it flood 
upon four pillars, rifing about twenty feet from 

* In Valentyn’s time, the (hips that frequented the port 

Suratj lay at anchor in the Bafon of Suallj, whence moft 
joods were carried up to the city upon oxen. T» 


the 
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the ground ; we could not dlfcover by whom, 
or for whom, it was eroded, as there was no 
infeription upon it. On an adjacent fandhill, 
were the ruins of another. Under the firft, 
was a vault, in which we faw a great num- 
ber of bones, and fomc pieces of wood. 

About a quarter of an hour’s walk from 
here lies the village of Suallyy which we 
reached at half part twelve o’clock. It con-* 
fifts merely of \rty or fifty houfes, or huts, 
built under the liade of a grove of trees. 
All the inhabitants dte Perfees. 

The chief of the village, called Caffoualby 
the Moors, and Peti/ by the Perfees, received 
us at his houfe, with every mark of refped 
and hofpitality; he brought the water to 
wafli us, and poured it upon our hands him- 
felf ; he brought us as much milk as we could 
drink, and faw us provided with whatever 
elfc we flood in need of. 

This village, which, I reckon, lies three 
or four Dutch miles north or n.n.e. from the 
tower of Suallyy is very populous for its fmall 
fize ; and the great numbers of the children 
we faw, afforded proofs of the prolificnefs of 
the women, although it is frequently expofed 
to the incurfions and ravages of the Coolies 

and 
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;md the Marattas, by whom they have latterly 
been twice plundered of their all, within the 
Ipace of one year ; and to thefe depredators 
they dare not oiFer any fhew of refiftance, 
which would coft them their lives as well as 
their property. ^ 

We flopped to reft our^lves here till half 
pafl three o’clock in the aiternoon, when wc 
.again fet out on our journey to Si/ra^. 

We travelled, as before, ^irough a barren, 
fandy plain, without anw/crees or verdure : 
the heat was nearly intolerable, and we were 
deprived of the leaft air of wind : we were 
entirely expofed to the ardency of the fun, 
till five o’clock, when we came into a road, 
which was a little (haded, as far as the village 
of Baffa, When we came to the riverfide, 
oppofitc to we found a veffel lying 

ready to receive us, and to carry us up to the 
city, where we arrived at half pafl feven 
o’clock in the evening. 

As foon as the bales of piecegoods were 
arrived from Baroche^ in the beginning of 
the month of A/pri], all expedition was uied 
to haften my departure, as the bad monfoon 
was at hand ; and I had, befides, to touch at 
Cociimy to deliver there one lack of rupees, 

which 
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which I was to take with me from here. I 
ihipped likewife one hundred Moors for 
Batavia. 

I went on board, with ''my final difpatches, 
on the 7th of April, and, on the next day, 
we weiarhed anchor at four o’clock, p.m. and 
got under fail; Wj; Ihortly afterwards palfed 
Cape St. Jobn^ and got out to fea. 

On the 1 5th, we had fight of Cape Ramas, • 
a few leagues fiJyth of the Portuguefe city of 
Goa ; further we did not meet with any thing 
remarkable on the voyage, till on the 19th 
of that month we caft anchor before the city 

I 

of Cochim. ^ 

I went on fhore the day after my arrival^ 
to pay my rcfpedts to Governor Moens, in 
whofe houfe I took up my refidence, in con- 
fequence of his friendly offer. 

Having landed here th« hundred thoufand 
rupees, and taken in a frefh fupply of water, 

1 urged my departure on account of the ad- 
vanced ftate of the feafon. I received my 
difpatch on the 24th of April, and I imme- 
diately got under fail. 

Since the i6th of this month, we had 
had, almoft every evening, dreadful ftorms of 
thunder, lightning and rain ; is not unu- 

fual 
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^ual in tbefe latitudes ; the lightning was fo 
fierce, that the Iky appeared in one blaze of 
fire ; they, however, were fomewhat abated 
when we pafled Cape Comorin, on the 27th 
of April. This bad weather was a prognoftic 
of the approaching bad raonfoon. 

We took our departure^from that promon- 
tory, being the laft land which we Ihould 
» probably fee, till we approached the weft 
coaft of Sumatra. I 

We firft fleered B.syL intending after- 
wards to bear away E.^by s. or as much more 
fouth, or eaft, as would be necelfary for us 
to pafs the line in the longitude of 113®. 

, On the 9th of May, being, by computa- 
tion, in longitude 106®, we met with much 
feaweed, pieces of bamboo, wood, branches 
and leaves of trees, &c. which were figns 
that we began to aear the land ; although it 
afterwards appeared, that we were then ftill 
at a great diftance from the weft coaft of 
Sumatra, which made me think, in the 
fequel, that all thefe might have come from 
the little ifland, which is laid down in the 
map of the Indian ocean, in longitude 105®, 
and which is called the Low IJland. Upon 
meeting, however, with tbefe figns of land, 

we 



( 3 °^ ] 

we determined to pafs the line as fpeedily as 
poffible, in order, agreeable to the Company’s 
faiiinff-orders, to make the illand of GooJ 
Fortune as being bold and free from flioals ; 
but we were deceived, for inftead of fooner 
making Sumatra, it was not till the 25th of 
June that we got^fight of the ifland Najau : 
we had run down, with the northcall winds^ 
into 8®, fouth\ latitude, where we drove 
about feveral days- in calms ; we then got the 
foutheaft winds, with which we failed large 
till in 3®, and when we deferied Najau, we 
were, by the fhip’s reckoning, beyond the 
longitude of Batavia. 

Our mifreckoning, upon difeovering the 
ifland of Najau, we found to be 8° 29', ot 
one hundred twenty-feven and a half leagues 
of longitude ; which g»^at error \Ve aferibed 
folely to the force of the currents fetling 
to the weftward, together with the frequent 
calms and light airs of wind, which had ob-» 
ftruAed our real progrefs. 

I regretted much my not having tables of 

* One of the largcfl of the iflands that lie parallel with the 
^eft coaft of Sumatra ; it is called Pulo Porahhy the Malays, and 
is lituated between the idand Mintaon, or Mantawave, and 
- Jho Po^^ee or Najfau iflands. V*. 

the 
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the dlftanccs of the fun and moon, by which 
I fliould foon have been enabled to difeover 
this important error. 

The ifland of NaJfaUy the largefl: of the 
range of iflaiids that lie before the weft coaft 
of Sumatre^y is middling high, although not 
mountainous, and in cleaft* weather' can be 
'difeerned at the diftance of eight or nine 
leagues The foutheaft print, called FiJIj- 

point, 

* Puh Poggee^ or the Najfau iflands, are two Illands which arc 
feparated from each other by a narrow channel ; the inhabitants 
of them, and of the itland MdAta'wjf, are univerfally tattooed 
in the fliape of birds and hearts, and their ikin difcoloured. 
Neither of the Nojfati iflands is the largeft of the range : Puh 
iWflj has the greateft circumlercnoe ; it is, except Pw/o bahee, 
the northernmoft, and is not far diflant from Kaial, on the coaft 
of Sumatra, where there is an Englilh fettlement, and whence 
a great trade is carried on to the irtand of Neai ; the articles re- 
ceived thence are rice and fTives, of the laft not lefs than four 
hundred and fifty annually, befides about an hundred and fifty 
which go to the northern ports \ in catching thefe unfortunate 
vidims of the avarice of the chiefs, it is computed that no 
fewer than two hundred are killed, which together form a con- 
fiderable number for fuch a countiy to fupply. The people of 
}^eai are fmall in their perfons, of a fair complexion, particu- 
larly the women, who are moftly fent to Batanjia j but a great 
proportion of both fexes are infefted with a fpecies of leproly, 
which covers their bodies with white feurf, or fcales, that render 
therrf loathfome to the fight 5 but this diftemper, though dif- 
agrceable, does not appear immediately to affeft the health, 
ilavcs, in that fituation, being daily bought and fold for field and 

other 
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point, runs out very low, and one or two 
leagues to the fouth of it, lie two fmall, and 
about four or five leagues farther, one fome- 
what larger, ifland ; this laft has, by fpme, 
been taken for the ifland Me^ de Reeven, or 
i?^{/-ifland which is an error that might 
^ have 

other out-door work ; it is communicated from parents to their • 
offspring, but though he-ediiar}^ it is not contagious. Their ears 
are made to extend in fo prepofterous a manner, with an aper- . 
^ure large enough, in many inftances, to admit the hand through, 
as often to be near touching their fhoulders, though the pur- 
chafers of females fometimes get them trimmed to the natural 
fize. Thefe iilanders are remarl^ble for their ingenuity in 
handicraft works j and, as an inftaiK^ of their fkill in the arts, 
they pra(!d;ice that of letting blood by cupping, in a manner 
peculiar to themfelves, and fimilar to ours : their principal 
food is pork, and the chiefs make a pra 6 tice of ornamenting 
their houfes with the jaws of the hogs, is well as the fkulls of 
the enemies, which they kill : they arc rivengeful in their tem- 
pers, and efteemed dangerous as doj^ftic haves, a defeat in 
their character which philofophers will not hcfitate to cxcufe in 
an Independent people, torn by violence from their country 
and connexions. Earthquakes arc frequent in Suniatra, and 
extend to thefe Iflands) in 1763 3 n entire village was {wal- 
lowed up by an earthquake in that of Keas. T, 

* Puh Mrgo: this, with foine other of thefe iflands, arc 
uninhabited, except by rats and fqtiirrels, who feaft upon the 
cocoanuts which are produced in them, without controul, un- 
lefs dihurbed by the crews of vcfTels from Sumatra, that go 
thither occafionally to coIle<fl cargoes of cocoanuts for market. 

All thefe fmall iflands are fkirted near the feabeach, with 

cocoanul- 
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have very dangerous confequences ; the 
miftakc, however, may eafily be avoided 

or 

eocoanut-trecs, growing fo thick together, that they almoft 
choak each other, whilft the interior parts arc entirely free 
from them ; this is occafioned by the accidental floating of 
the nuts to the fliore, where they are planted by the hand 
of nature, flioot forth, and bcaif' fruit, which falling, as it 
comes to maturity, fprings up in like manner, and caufes a 
fucceffive reprodudion. Mr. Mar^den furmifes that this 
chain of iflands may, probably, have once formed ^ part of 
the main, and have been fe para ted from it, either by fome 
violent effort of nature, or by the gradual attritioo of tlie 
fea. A circumflance prefents itfelf on the coaft of Sumatra^ 
which affords fome ftron^er colour of proof, than can be 
ufually obtained in fuch inftances. In many places, and 
particularly about Pally and Laye^ detached pieces of land 
are obferved ftanding fingly, as iflands, at the diftance of 
one or two hundred yards from the ftiore, which were head- 
lands of points runn|' ng out into the fea, within the remem- 
brance of the inhabitants. The tops continue covered with 
trees, or fhrubs, but\he fides arc bare, abrupt, and perpen- 
dicular. The progrefs of infulation here is obvious and 
incontrovertible j and the larger iflands, at a greater diftance, 
may have been formed, in the revolution of ages, by the 
fame accidents. The probability is heightened by the direc- 
tion of the iflands, the flmilarity of foil and produdions, and 
the regularity of foundings between them and the main, 
whilft without them, the depth is unfathomable. We have 
been particular in collecting information refpeCling this chain 
of iflands, as they are but very little known to Europeans, 
and little is mentioned of them by any writers except Mars- 
PEN, to whom we are chiefly indebted for thefe particulars. 
Of EnimOi the fouthernmoft of them, wc have introduced a 

curious 
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or difcovered, for the latter lies in the fouth 
latitude of 3® 55', and the former in 3* 
30'; and when ’you are in fight of Reef- 
ifland, you cannot fee any thing of the ifland 
Najfau,&% \ experienced myfelfin February, 
1769 ; whilft, when near the other, you can- 
not fail to fee the ifland of Najfau. I have 
diftinguiflied this^fmall deceitful ifland, in 
my Ihip’s journal, by the appellation of Falff 
iJf^ifland. 

We continued loitering within fight of 
NaJfau-'iQznA till the 2d of July, when we 
lofl: fight of it, with a light gale of wind 
from the northweft. \ 

On the fame day w^faw a great deal 
of filth floating in the water, which being 
viewed in the microfcopA fhewed merely 
like a colleftion of darkiflj Ipiral filaments, 
but we could not difcot6.,r any figns of life 
in them. 

On the morning of the 4th of July, at 


curious account in chapter xi. t to this we may here add, that 
it is fo little known, even to the very neareft inhabitants of 
Sumatra, that the people of Lampoon believed its inhabitants 
to be all females, who were impregnated by the wind, like 
themares in Virgil’s georgics j and they ftyled them, in the 
Malay Language, ana Sajtan, or imps of the devil. T. 

VOL. ni. X daybreak. 
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^aybrcaky we faw the land of Sumatrans 
weft coaft, fouth of Benc'oolen, and found,' 
that in the few days fince we had loft fight 
of the ifland Naffau, we had again been 
driven by the current eighteen leagues to 
the weftward. 

On the 9th, we at length entered the 
ftraits of Sunda-, we anchored the follow- 
ing noon in the bay of Anjer ; and on the. 
1 6th of July in the road of Batavia. 

On my arrival here, I learnt that the 
Ihip Ouwerkerk was appointed, by the go- 
vernment, to fail as a return-flilp to Europe, 
in the firft divifion of the homeward fleet ; 
and Captain John Abel, of the 
(the Liberty) was afterwards appointed com- 
modore of the flc( t. 

The mofl: rer'^arkablc occurrence that 
took place, duriiig^^my laft refidence at 
iaviay was the death of the 2;overnor se- 

o o 

neral, Van RiEMsoYK, on the 3d of Odo- 
ber. 

On the following morning, at fix o’clock, 
all the bells in the city were tolled for half 
an hour, as likewife at one o’clock in the 
afternoon, and five o’clock in the evening. 
This was repeated on the day of interment, 

and 
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and the flags on the fliips in the road wertf 
hoifted half-ftafFhigh. 

At half paft eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing, all the members of the fupreme go- 
vernment of India, who were prefent at 
Batavia, aflembled together, and unani- 
moufly elefted to the vacant office of go- 
vernor general *of the poflefllons of the 
United Provinces in India, the direftof 
general, Reinier de Klerk *, and Mr. 
William Arnold Alting, of Groningen, 
to fijcceed him as diredfor general. This 
nomination being effected, the keys of the 
caftle, and of the cityWates, were prefented 
to the new governor, who again put them 
into the hands of the eftef of the military. 
In the fame feflion of tha alfembly, it was 

♦ Some particulars will be* given in the appendix of 
the life of Governor De Kleek, abftra^ted from ArY 
Huysers* Biographical Account of this extraordinary cha* 
rafter. He was a man, who, from the loweft ftation,.that 
of a common failor, arofe by the progreflive operation of 
merit, to the h gheft dignity in point of grandeur, and ex- 
tent of power, in the Indies, and, perhaps, in the world* 
Like fome of our own eaftern great men, he performed the 
mod eminent ferviecs for his employers, though fometimes at 
the expence of juftice and humanity. T, 
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rcfolved, at the inftance of the new gover- 
nor : 

I. That the Javanefe princes and regents, 
who, according to ancient cuftom, were 
obliged to come to Batavia to do homage to 
the newly- elcfted governor general, fhould 
thenceforward be cxculed from doing fo, as 
their coming to Batavia generally coft the 
Company an expence of a ton of gold 

IL That, thenceforward, when the gover- 
nor general was abfent, the counfellor of In- 
dia, who had the guard of the city, fhould 
give the parole. 

III. That no counff iW of India, on meet- 
ing the governor general in his carriage, 
Ihould, thenceforward, be obliged to ftand 
ftill, till he had pdlfed, 

IV. That wheilthe governor general en- 

^ /.1 00,000, or about 9,090/. ftcrling. Th,« chief of 
marangi however, was appointed to receive the homage of the 
Javanefe regents, on the northeaft coaft. A political reafon, 
likewife, concurred to occafion this refolution : Batavia was, 
at that time, but thinly inhabited, or garrifoned ; and as the 
native princes ufually brought with them, on fuch occafions, 
a large nunaber of followers, whilif the Javanefe were always 
looked upon by the Dutch as a treacherous people, apprehen. 
iiont were entertained for the fafety of the city. T, 

tcred 
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tered a church, during the performance of 
divine fcrvice, no perlbn, either man or 
woman, fhould ftand up, as had heretofore 
been required of them. 

Thefe refolutions being taken, the af- 
fembly broke up, and the ncwly-ele<5ted 

governor general was conduced to his 

country-feat, by all the 'members of the 

government in a body, where the ceremony 
of congratulation was performed; after which 
the new dire61or general was equally ac- 
companied to his houlc, by all the other 
members of the government. 

A mourning for li.x weeks, for the de- 
ceafed governor generaiU was direfted, by an 
order of council, to be Aorn by all the quali-' 
fied fervants of the Company. 

The body of the late ^governor, was con- 
veyed, in the evening 'of that day, from his 
country-feat to the caftle, and laid in ftate 
in one of the apartments of the government- 
houfe, which was hung with mourning on 
the occafion ; a guard of halberdiers were 
placed over it, till the day of interment, 
when it was committed to the arth, in the 
Dutch church, and the obfequies werd*per- 
formed with great pomp. 
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On the I ft of Auguft, the envoys from 
Bantam left Batavia, who had come in or- 
der to impart to the fupreme government 
the death of their king; and to requeft that 
they would fend a commiffary to Bantam, 
with full powers to crown as king, in the 
room of his father, the prince who had been 
already chofen as fucceflbr to the empire, in 
the year 1768. To this commiflion was 
appointed the ordinary counfcllor of India, 
Mr. Henry Breton, who failed on the azd 
of that month, with a fccond Bantam em- 
bally, amongft whom was the pangorang 
•warm, or prince prir^e minifter, who had 
been difpatched for ihc purpofe of accom- 
panying the Dutch /ommUTary. Mr. Bre- 
ton went by the mip Concordia, and was 
accompanied by a qinfiderable fuite of fome 
of the higher qualified fervants of the Com- 
pany, who embarked partly on board of the 
fhip Hoolwerf, that was equally going to 
Bantam. The coronation having taken place 
with great Iplendour, the commiffary and his 
fuite, accompanied by a fre(h embaify from 
Bantam, returned to Batavia, qp the 14th of 
SeptSbber, 

Not having any particular occupation at 

Batavia, 
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Batavia, I went a tour for a few days up 
the country, and afterwards I went upon a 
vifit to the country-feat of the governor 
general, De Klerk, which is fituated upon 
a little river, full two Dutch miles above 
the city. Around it, the agreeable fliade of 
a number of ever-verdant trees fufficiently 
mitigate the rays of the fun, to give much 
pleafure in viewing the furroundiug rice- 
plantations. The lands which belong to 
this feat, and which extend two Dutch 
miles farther upwards, are let by the pro- 
prietor, for the tenth part of their produce. 
Having taken a view of this diftrid, and 
higher up, as far as B^ndong t-'^abe, I re- 
turned to Batavia, in C^der to make pre- 
parations for my voyage to Holland: but be- 
fore I proceed to relate >the occurrences of 
my homeward pafla^e, I will give a detail 
of further obfervations refpedting the idand 
of Java, g^id the city of Batavia. 
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BOOK IV. 


CHAPTER I. 

r 

f 

Situation of]A.yA,*^Faceofik Country North 

Coaft. — fbo South Coafi lefs known, — Weathtr,^ 
Bivers,-^SoiL— Agriculture, '^ProduSlions, --Rico 
•—Two Sorts, upland Rice, and lowland Rice , — 
Tepper—^antities furnijhed- to the Company » — 
Sugar— Chiefly encouraged and manufa^ured in 
jACCATKAr^Numhir of Sugarmills. — Their efli- 
mated annual Income, — Sugarworks, and Method of 
making Sugar^ — Djfferent Slualities of it, — Coffee, 
^^antities and Prices of it,— Cotton,— Quantities 
md Prices of CoUon-yarn.—Salt—An Article of 
Trade to StJUAiinA,— Timber,— Large Forefls, 
— Indigo— ^antities and Prices,— Other Arti- 
cles, — Minerals, 

In my former voyage to Batavia^ Bantam^ 
and Bengal^ I have made fome mention of 
the ilknd of Java^ and devoted an entire 
book to details and obfervations, refpefting 
this excellent country, which may, with 

juftice, 
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j^lce, be confidered as the moft precious 
jewel in the diadem of our Company. But 
^ my plan did then not allow me to be very 
ample on this fubjeft, I fliall here enlarge, 
on fuch matters as I before flightly touched 
on, or communicate others to my readers 
which I then purpofely omitted. 

The ifland of 'Java, conftituting, together, 
with Sumatra, Borneo, and Celebes, thofe four 
large iflands, which were formerly known 
by the appellation of the Sunda iflands, 
is the fouthernmoft of them. According 
to the moll recent and bell obfervations, 
it is lituated between 5“ 50' and 8° 46' 
of fouth latitude, and extends from 120® 5' 
to 129“ 50' longitude call of Teneriffe, 
thus full one hundred and eighty Dutch 
miles in length; and at' the broadell part, 
from the point of Coedoes, near Japara, to the 
Ibuth coall of the province of Mataram, it is 
td}out fix and thirty Dutch miles over. Its 
longell diameter lies in the direftion of w, 
by N.j’N. and e. by s.f^s. To the call, 
it has the ifland of Bali, from which it is 
feparated by a llrait of the fame name : to 
tfie north, it has the large ifland of Borneo, 
i(nd thofe of Billeton and Banca» at the dif- 

tanco 
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tance of forty or forty-five leagues : to the 
northweft is Sumatra, from which it is di- 
vided by the llraits of Sunda ; thefe are no 
more than feveii leagues over at the nar- 
rower part, namely, from the Varkens, or 
Hog-point, to the oppofite land of Bantam, 
and they are here ftill more contracted by 
the ifland Dwars-m-den-weg, or T'bwart-tbe- 
*ivay, which lies in the middle of the paffage: 
to the weft and fouth, its lliores are wa(hed 
by the waves of the foutheni ocean, 

A chain of high mountains, commencing 
to the eaft, in the province of Balambouang, 
and running through it to the weftward, 
though gradually decreafing in height, di- 
vides this ifland, Icngitudinally, into two 
parts, of which the northern portion is the 
largeft and the beft. The north coaft has 
almoft every where a low and woody fore- 
land, although it has hills in fome places, 
for inftance, a little to the weft of Bantam, 
where the high land ftretches down to the 
fea coaft. 

The ifland has feveral deep inlets, or 
bays, on this north fide, as thofe of Bantam, 
Batavia, Cherihon, Samarang, "Joana, and 
Sourabaya, where there is every where 

good 
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good anchorage, in little depths. Indeed, 
the whole coaft affords both good anchorings 
ground, and a fife road for the veffcls that 
pafs and repafs, during the good or foutheaft 
monfoon ; but in the bad monfoon, when 
the northweft wind blows in hard gales, 
and raifes a high fea, it is dangerous to an- 
chor near the coaft, which is then almofl ^ 
every where a lecfliore. 

The iouth coafts of Java are much lefs 
known than the northfide, for the Company 
have not hitherto taken much trouble to 
have them examined, fo that the greateft 
part of what is known concerning them, is 
gathered from the fcattered information of 
the navigators who have accidentally failed 
along them, as 1 did from the 5 th to the 
15th of Oftober, 1774, of which 1 have 
before given a detail^. 

In 

* In Valentyn’s map of Java, which contains five 
(beets and a half of large paper, the fouth coafts of Java are 
pid down, feemingly, with great accuracy j the appearance of 
the land is every where deferibed, and the track of forne navl^ 
gator who coafted along it at a very lliort di fiance, from 
a-ifiand to Balambcuang, with his foundings, anchorages, 
nature of the bottom, &c. is marked down in it; but it does 
not appear when, or by whom, this voyage was performed, 
though, from its direction, it appears probable that it was under- 
taken 



[ ] 

In the good monfoon, the Iky is here 
almoft always clear, although fometimes in 
the evening a thunder-cloud comes down 
over the mountains : but this does not fre- 
quently happen, except near the time of the 
breaking’ up of the monfoon, when many 
and violent thunderftorms rapidly fucceed 
each other. 

In the bad monfoon, the then prevailing 
weft winds bring with them heavy rains and 
violent thunderftorms; yet this makes but 
little alteration in the degrees of heat or 
cold; in the warmeft part of the day, the 
thermometer generally ftands at between 
82° and 88®, and is feldom higher. 

This degree of heat, if accompanied by a 
motionlefs ftate of the air, would, by conti- 
nuance, become intolerable, but all-bountiful 
Nature has afforded her aid to the gafping 
inhabitants of this torrid clime, by the alter- 
nate land and fea breezes, which blow here 
every day, in regular rotation ; and, if they 
do not wholly moderate the exceffive heat, 

taken by the command of the Company, for the exprefs pur* 
pofe of exploring the fouth fide of Jjtqja, Comparing M. 
Stavorinuss account of part of this coaft, in chap. 3. of 
book I. with this map, they fo far perfectly agree* 


yet 
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yet they make It more Ihpportablc, and not 
very uncomfortable to thofe who have not 
to make any confiderable ftay here. 

The weight of the air Is nearly the fame 
throughout the year; the barometer feldom 
varies more than two or three lines; but the 
air did not feem to me to polTefs fo much 
elafticity as in the worthern regions. Ex- 
periments in eledricity, likewife, do not fuc- • 
ceed here fo well as in Europe. 

Java is watered by a great number of 
rivers, which all defeend from the chain of 
mountains that divides the ifland into two 
parts ; but none of them are fufficiently na- 
vigable for fhips, or large veffels, both on 
account of their iniignificance, and of the 
bars which lie before their mouths, and 
upon moft of which there is little more than 
one foot depth at low water. The moft 
confiderable, that I have feen, is that of 
Joanay together with the Sedani or Tan- 
gerang. 

The foil is almoft every where a reddifli 
granulated clay, which, during the dry fea- 
fon, can be little tilled, by reafon of its hard- 
nefs, without a great deal of moiftening. 

The labour that is beftowed upon it, is 

very 
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In the good monfoon, the (ky is here 
almoft always clear, although fonietimes in 
the evening a thunder-cloud comes down 
over the mountains : but this does not fre- 
quently happen, except near the lime of the 
breaking up of the monfoon, when many 
and violent thunderftorms rapidly fuccecd 
each other. 

In the bad monfoon, the then prevailing 
weft winds bring with them heavy rains and 
violent thunderftorms ; yet this makes but 
little alteration in the degrees of heat or 
cold; in the warmeft part of the day, the 
thermometer generally Hands at between 
82® and 88°, and is feidom higher. 

Thi:» degree of heat, if accompanied by a 
motionlefs ftate of the air, would, by conti- 
nuance, become intolerable, but all-bountiful 
Nature has afforded her aid to the gafping 
inhabitants of this torrid clime, by the alter- 
nate land and fca breezes, which blow here 
every day, in regular rotation ; and, if they 
do not wholly moderate the exceflive heat, 


taken by the command of the Company, for the exprefs pur* 
pofc of exploring the fouth fulc of Comparing M. 

SrwoRixus's account of part of this coall, in chap. j. of 
book J. with thU map, they fo far pcrtcdly agree, 'T, 
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yet they make it more fupportablc, and not 
very uncomfortable to thole who have not 
to make any confide rable ftay here. 

The weight of the air is nearly the fame 
throus'hout the vear; the barometer Icklom 
varies more than two or three lines; but the 
air did not feem to me to polleli fo nmch 
elafticicy as in the northern regions. Ex- 
periments in clc(J:tricity, likewilc, do not luc- 
cced here fo well as in Europe. 

Jdva is watered by a great number of 
rivers, which all defeend from the chain of 
mountains that divides the idand into two 
parts ; but none of them are fufficiently na- 
vigable for (hips, or large vcfl'els, both on 
account of their inlignlficance, and of the 
bars which lie before their mouths, and 
upon moft of which there is little more than 
one foot depth at low water. The moft 
confiderable, that I have feen, is that of 
Joana, together with the Sedani or Tan- 
gerang. 

The foil is almoft every where a reddifh 
granulated clay, which, during the dry fca- 
fon, can be little tilled, by rcafon of its hard- 
nefs, without a great deal of moiftening. 

The labour that is beftowed upon it, is 

very 
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very trifling, in coinparilbn with the boun- 
tiful fertility of the land in the prodtidion of 
various articles of neceffity, luxury, and 
commercial importance. 

Ploughing is performed here, as in moft 
parts of India, with buffaloes, which are 
abundant. The plough confifts of a beam, 
or pole, eight feet in length, to which, 
about three feet from the fore-end, is fixed 
a piece of wood, fomewhat crooked, and 
(harp-pointed; this breaks the foil, which is 
afterwards turned over by a triangular iron 
coulter of upwards of nine inches in breadth. 
One or two buflaloes yoked to it, and a Chi- 
nefe, or Javanefe, who guides the plough, 
Icifurcly perform the work of tillage. 

No manure is ufed for the land here, at 
Icaft in as far as regards the fields employed 
in more extended purpofes of agriculture; 
garden-grounds, however, are moiftened with 
water in which oil-cakes have been foaked ; 
which emits a moft horrid excrementitious 
odour, but renders the foil rich and fat. 
The only trouble that is taken with the 
land of the farmer, confifts in burning upon it 
all the weeds and rubbifh which it produces ; 
and when one piece of ground ccafes to yield 

fufficient 
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fufEcient crops, another is rcfoitcd to, and 
the firft is fufFered to lie fallow for fcvcral 
years, after which it becomes again tortile 
of itfdf. 

The articles produced in the iiland of 
are far greater in value than thofe ot 
all the neighbouring countries : they chiefly 
confift of the follow;! ng : 

In the firft place, rice : in the abundance,* 
excellence, and flavour of which article ot 
food, it excels all other countries; atul it not 
only produces fufficient for the fupport ot its 
own inhabitants, but alfo provides the cafteiu 
provinces and Ceylon with this grain. In 
my former voyage, I have given an account 
of this produdion, and it is therefore un-' 
neceflary that I Ihould lay much of it here. 

1 will only add, that there aie tw'o fpccies of 
it ; one, which when planted, is fet nearly 
under w^ater, fo that the tops juft appear 
above the furfacc, as the rice-plants would 
othervvife die, or be deftroyed ; for being too 
weak to ftaiul againft the wind by itfelf, the 
plant Hands in need of the furrounding 
water to fupport it. The other fort, which 
is planted in the rainy feafon, on high 
ground, and upon the mountains, receive.'^ 

the 
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the moifturc it requires, folely from the 
rains ; but it is not fo good as the former fort. 
The lowland rice is called fawa^ and is plant- 
ed in Mav ; while the upland rice, which 
is denominated tipar^ is planted in Novem- 
ber, and rcancil in March; and thefc two 
crops bear (ome analogy to the winter and 
funimcr grain with us : tlie upland rice too 
docs not \icld fo great an cncrcafe as the 
other 


♦ 'IVfe two forts of rir/ nrc alwiss kept fcp-irnte, and will 
nut grow lu'iprorally. Air. MAheDKV terms the uplairl rice 
ladilan^y and llv loul.iud. ja-vcof^r. 'Che 1 >rn'.cr oI thefc, he 
Ivars the higlivi |uiu, being a whiter, licaiber, and bet- 
ter tlavunrL'l giam, nod iuvii’.g Ihi idvantago in iKnut ol keep- 
ing. the latter !•, nnu 1; nvne jtroiil'u fioin the L-'d, and fub- 
je»4 to leN rbk in t!i • mltuie, but is of a watery fubltancc,, 
}irodtuT-, !e(. Ciicieale i;i I- ibiig, and i^ luljecl t > a IwifbT de- 
ray. It i'', hou^\^^^ 1.1 more c<iinnion ub' tli ui llie li;nncr. 
B<'Ud'*.s thi'5 giiiei.il diKi ,,ru.n. the rice (»t each lort, particu- 
larly the uplaii<l, piebiit'' a \.nivt\ ot tjXMe-,. in general, it 
iiu> I e uMuvcd til It the l.’.im-i gi lined liee i.* llic leall edeemed, 
and the liinller .nid whit< r th. mull pil/cd. The ii{ land Ibrt 
is .alio c iileil V(C or mount lin-riee. It w one of 

tlic objcCls ot uiir go\enimcnt in lending C.iptaiu iii.KHi to 
the S(mth Sea, to ptueurc luds of lins mountaiii-ri( e ; and not- 
withtl.mding the difaller'. befallen him, he ubtaiiicd fomc from 
which wetc forwanled to hn Alajelly’s botanic garden at 
S'. Vih.tnt, and to otlicr parts of the Well Indies, where we 
believe it is now culU\atcJ with fuccefs, T, 


In 



[ 321 3 

In the fccond place, the pepper from Java 
is an article which, next to the finer fplces, 
yields, perhaps, the greateft proportional ad- 
vantage to the Company •, for though there 
are more parts where it is produced, and 
whence it is brought into the Company’s 
warehoufes, namely, the coall of Malabary 
the weft coall Sumatniy Pakmhang^ and 
BonieOy yet the greateft quantity of what tlic 
Company receive, is produced in the country 
of Bantam^ and its dependent provinces on 
the oppolite coall of Sumatra^ as appears f rom 
tlie following hil of what popper was received 
at and Onrujl^ in 1776-1 7)^7, viz. 


fi'pin Bnviam ,in.d 

l)la(L pt.j>|u:r 

lb. 

J.71 po'-S 


white ditto 

15,000 

from Eenico, ----- 

t)h< h ditto 



white ditto 

16, -’50 

from Pakni'a)!'^, - - - - 

hlark dilt() 

de;- 5 o 7 

fnjm Sufnaim's well coall, - 

ditto ditto 1 

1,1 '■ 

fium tile pruviiifC ()i Jaccatui, 

ditto ditto 

I/;00 


The quantity of pepper (cut in that year from 
the coall of Malabar to Ceylon^ has not been 


* The quantity of pepper produced in all the diftrifts of 
T.njrmtray under ihc conlioul of the Englifti Kaft-India Com- 
pany, amounts, cemmunthus ann'uy to twelve hundred tons, of 
which the greater part comes to iuropc, and the rcmaiiidci 
i« fent to China, T, 


VOL. in. 
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exaflly afcertaincd, but I think that it was 
about 1,500,000 pounds weight. 

Suf^^ar is a ihiul article, and bv far the 
chief produce of the province of Jaccatra ; 
and althou[;h Chcrilon^ and the northeajl coajl 
of Java, annually produce conlidcrablc quan- 
tities of it, they cannot rival Jaccatra in this 
rt'i^crt; and no w onder,Mor the culture of 
It was earl) cheiillicd by the hii^hcr powcis 
in Jaicatra,, Tho cultnator. of the 
canc enjov many c'.emption. in point of pe- 
cuniary impod':, and they ]Ki\e been encou- 
raged by every ire.ano, not only by thcg()\ ern- 
mt nt of Bafaria, for. to this there miydit have 
bet'll particular motives, but likewilc upon 
p.ofilivc oiders fnnu the eliamber of feven- 
tecn in [lollanil, under date tiic 20th ol 
June, 1710. 

On the other hand, the cultivation and 
manutadiirc of tugar has never been profe- 
cuted v\ ith vigour, or luitably encouraged, 
on the iiortkcajl coajl. The various plans of 
improvement, in this reiped, which have 
been fuggefted, have never been made any 
\ifc of ; and the lad, which was prclcntcd to 
the governor general, Van der Parra, in 
the year 17741 by the rcfident of Japara^ 

I\Ir. 
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Mr. VAN DER Beke, and which contained 
many very good things, was never taken any 
notice of. Nay, lo far from any encourage- 
ment being held out, the importation of fugar 
at Batavia, from the tiortheajl coajl of Java, 
has been as good as interdirted to private 
merchants, by a heavy duty of one rupee per 
picol, which was folely laid up<3n it, in order 
to favour the fugarmills in the province 
of Jaccaira and the Preanger lands ; and 
tluis, the dilcountcnancing of the manufac- 
ture of fugar in the other parts of Java, is, 
probably, the cauf'c wliy the common Java 
Uigar has never attained to be equal in quality 
to that of Jaccatra, the latter being much 
more iublKintial and better granulated. 

In the year 1710, there were one hundred 
and thirtv-one fugarmills \\\ Jaccatra ; their 
number, however, dccrealed confidcrably, 
before, during, and after, the war of Java, 
fo that at the cad of December, 1750, there 
were no more than levcnty-lcveii left, of 
which only fixty-fix were in a condition to 
woik ; thcl'c, with feven in the kingdom of 
Bantam, eight in that of Cheribon, and thir- 
teen in the province of Java s northcajl coajl, 
made the number of fugarmills cxifting, at 
Y 2 that 
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that time, in the whole ifland of Javay one 
hundred and five. Hut, at prefent, 1777, 
there arc ftill confiderably fewer. 

Mr. Afo:,sEL has made a calculation what 
profit tlicle feventy-feven fiigarmllls, in the 
province of Jiiccatray might annually yield 
to their pioprictorj, or jcflccs : he reckoned 
tliat a yearly quantity of ten millions pounds 
Wright ot lugar might be pioduced by them, 
which he took at lour i ixdol la rs [)er pieol, 

- - “ - jnCjCOo 

and nil equal qiiaiuitv of irKdallcs, 
from which aftei war is, eitlici an 
inferior fugar is made, or arrack 
dlftillcd, at one rixJollar [ er picul, 80,00a 

together, rixdullars, ^oo,oco‘- 
The whole may be mi^rc amply fun bv rc- 
Icrring to his {)hfcr:dtkr,i on the Sii^tincorks 
in tic n>'igl'hourh:od of BatLveidy &c\ dated the 
31ft of December, 1750. 

The liigarcane, which, in general, grow$ 
here very luxuriantly, is planted from Sep- 
tember to April, and flands twelve or fifteen 
months in the field, according as the land 

♦ Upwards of jf. 87,000 Veiling, or nearly £o,2co for cacU 
fugar null. T. 

be 
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be rich or poor, before it is cut. If the (oil 
be good, and adapted to its cultivation, it can 
be cut four litues ; on (bmc grounds Ids oiten^ 
and on others only once. 

The fugarvvorks here, arc not near fo well 
or lo folidly conftruJlcd, as thofc which I 
have (ecu in the Weft-Indies. The cane is 
here brulfcd bctwT'cn two rollers, and is 
therefore twice put through before all the 
juice is expre rted ; the iugarniills in the 
Weft-Indies have three rollers, to that the 
fame quantity of cane can be rqiicczed in 
half the time that is taken for it here : the 
latter mode, howevej-, rupiiies a propor- 
tional greater degree of ftrength ; one or two 
bullulocs arc here lliltieient, hut four hoiies 
arc, at lead, required there for tinmiigthc 
mills. 

The juice is twice boiled, and afterwards 
put into pots, upon which a la)cr of clay, 
diluted with water, and kneaded into a paftc, 
is laid, and it continues in this ftatc (or 
about twenty days, during which time the 
clay is once or twice renewed ; and by this 
operation the lugar acquires a tolerable degree 
of whitenefs ; it is then fet in the drying- 
place, which is a Ihcd, covered with 

V 3 where 
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where it remains until it is perfectly dry, and 
the molaflcs have entirely trickled out of it, 
through an opening at the bottom. 

When a fugarmill is in good condition, 
and has no want of workpeople, or of buffa- 
loes, about fifteen thouf^nd canes can be 
bruifed c very four-and-twenty hours ; thefe 
yield from nine to eleven pots, containing 
each fifty pounds weight of fugar of the firft 
and fecond qualities, twelve pounds of the 
third quality, and from fixtccn to twenty 
pounds of molalfes^'. 

Mr. Mossel calculated that all the canes 
which the fixty-fcven fugarmills annually 
confumed, covered four thoufand fix hun- 


• I\hny attempts have been made by the Englifli, at B(n- 
to bung to peileiflion the matiiif.n'^iirr of fiigar and 
airark, fiom the rants abounding on the coafl of Sumafra: 
but the cxpeiifcs paiticuKuly of the Haves, were always 
found to exetul the advantages. When one time, however, 
the plantations and woiks wcie committed to the management 
of Mr HrNUY Uotham, it manifdtly appeared that the end 
was to be ol laiucd, by employing the Chinefe in the woiks of 
the field, and allowing them a proportion of the produce, for 
their labour. The manufacture had arrived at a confidcrabic 
extent, when the breaking out of the laft wai gave a check to 
its prv^grtfs : but the path is pointed out, and is worth purfu- 
ing with vigour. The turns of money thrown into Bafavta^ 
for arrack and fugar, have been immenfe. T, 

dred 



f 327 3 

drcd morgen (9,200 acres) of land, to which 
adding the fame quantity of four thouland 
fix hundred morgen^ for pafturc-groimd for 
the buffaloes, and ten thoufand morgen for 
wood for fuel, the whole extent of ground 
wanted for the profecution of that manufac- 
ture, with that number of mills, would not 
amount to twenty “thoufand morgen (40,000 
acres), which is but a fmall part of the pro- 
vince oi "^Jacciitra^ north of the mountains. 

The firft quality of the fOgar differs only 
from the fecond and third hv its greater 
whitenefs. The firft fort is that which is 
alone (ent to Muropc ; the iccond goes chiefly 
to the weftern parts of India; and the thiul, 
which is the brownell, to 'Japan, There is 
like wife another fort, which very brown, 
and much Icfs dry ; it is called ^////)^w-fugar, 
bccaule it is moflly delivered by the difpenjiers^ 
or purveyors, from the provifion-vvarehoufcs 
of the Company, to be uied on board of their 
Ihips 

Coffee 

Dr. Th BN HERO ftates, that, on twarti of the fltipby which 
he went t<0!n Bjravta to they were fiirnifhed with 

very wretched, coarfc, brown fugar, inftead of white. When 
lie rcmonaiaied, in behalf of the lick, with the captain ou 
Y 4 the 
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Coffee is likewife a produ6l yielding much 
profit to Java^ and great advantage to the 
Company, The cultivation of it is performed 
ill the fame manner as in the Weft-India 
iflands. Jaccatra and Cheribon are the two 
diftrifts where it is moft vigouroufly profe- 
cuted, though the article is equally grown 
qri the northeajl coajl of Java. Java^ where 
it is not indigenous, is indebted for this pro- 
duftion to Mr. Zwaardekroon, who was 
governor general from the year i^lSto 1725, 
and who j)rocuied the cotfcc-plant from M?- 
eba, and after paying a very high price for 
what was firft produced (fifteen rixdollars per 
picol), he continued to encourage the culti- 
vation ot it by all the means in his power. 
His endeavours were fo well feconded by his 
fuccclfors, that in the year 1753, 1,200,000 
pounds weight of codec were furnifhed from 
C/jeribon, at the rate of 2 divers perpound ; 
and full as much from Jaccatra, and the 


the fubje<a, his reply was, that it was not iinufual for the 
fliips to be fupplifd with brown and coarfe fugar, inftead ot 
white Uigar ; and that the ditVcicnce between the prices of thefe 
two foits went into a common pui fc, for the benefit of ihc 
fiipcrintendants of the warchoufes, where they were packed 
\ip. f \ 


Prean^er 
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Vreanger lands, at 2 t^ ftivers per pound: 
and, in the fcqiiel, the quantity produced 
grew fo large, that, in the year 1768, the 
quantity of 4,4.65,500 pounds weight of 
codec, was deliv'cred to the Cotnpany from 
Jaccatra and the Preanger lands ♦, at the 
reduced rate, •according to the beft of my 
rccollcdlion, of fonr rixdollars per picol of 
one hundred and twenty-five pounds al- 
though the native ailtivator muft deliver one 
hundred and fixty pounds for a picol, which 
cxcedcnt in the weight is an emolumetit 
partly accruing to the commiflary of inland 
affairs, and partly to the adminiftrators in 
the warchoulcs. 

But the rcalon why Jaccatra appears to 
furnifli fo large a proportion of coffee, is, that 
a conhdcrablc quantity of this produce that 
is grown in the parts of the province of Che-> 
riboftt which are nearefi: to Jaccatra^ come 
down through the laftmentioned country to 
Batavia ; the income of the cornmiffary for 
inland affairs is hereby greatly enhanced, and 
it is pretended, that it is more convenient to 

^ Joitrnah if the Ccunal of India, 30th December, 1768. S, 

f Equal to about 14/. 5</« derling per cwt* See note to 
pa^e 233 of vol, I. T., 


the 
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the natives: it was the governor general 
Van ber Parra who fettled it in this 
manner. 

Cotton is likcwife a produftion of Java* 
The fhrub * that produces it, is cultivated in 
almoft every part of theifland by the natives ; 
the kingdom of Bantam, however, excepted, 
where little of it is found ; fo that the yarn 
tVhich is fpunof it, in the province of Cieri- 
Ion, and other parts, yields a confidcrable de- 
gree of gain, on being clandeftinely imported 
into Bantam, 

The Company, to whom the greateft part 
of it is delivered, pay for it, according to its 
qualities, forty-five, thirty-five, twenty-four, 
and lefs, rixdollars pcrpicol, of one hundred 
and twenty-five pounds -f*. 

"Jaccatra and the Preanger lands furnifh- 
ed, in the year 1753, the quantity of about 
two hundred picols, or tucnty-tive thoufand 
pounds of cotton-yarn ; and in 1768, no more 
than 133 picols, or 16,225 pounds. The 
largell part of the cotton-yarn produced is 
lent to Holland ; the reft is emploved by iIk 

♦ G'Jfy^ium berhactun. 

I Equal to the refpeilive rates of 1 13!/ and 

Rerling, per pound. V*. • 


natives, 
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natives, in weaving of cloths fur their own 
confumptioii. 

Attempts have likewife been made to in- 
troduce the manufafture of cotton cloths, as 
an article of trade for the Company, and to 
fuperfede part of their large Importations of 
tlic article from Hhtdojlafi^ but, as it appears, 
with very little fuccefs hitherto. 

Sixthly ; Java yields to its poflcflbrs Flic 
article of fait, though it is not one of very 
cxtcnfivc commercial importance. Moft of 
it is brought from Rembang^ where the Com- 
pany piirchafc it at the rate of fix rixdollars 
[)cr five thoufaad pounds, and they export it 
to the weft coaft of Sumatra^ where it is dif- 
pofed of, generally, ^it the rate of between 
thirty and thirty-five rixdollars for three 
thoufaiul pounds weight^. 

In the Icvcntli place, the northcajl coajl 

of 

* The purchafe-prire here rtated, is equal to about los, lod, 
ftciling per ton Englifli, and the felling-prirc from qu, 

i07f. ptr ton. The natives of the fea-coaft of Sumatra ex- 
change their benjamin and camphor for iron, ftcel, brafTwirc, 
and fait; of which lart about one hundred ihoufand bamboog 
{gallons) are annually taken off in the biy of Tappanccly alone. 
Thefj they barter again, with the morcinjind inhabitants, for 
the products and manufadurcs of the country, particularly 
datir conon cloths ; of which article very little ii imported; 

tod 
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and part of the diftricl of Cherlhon^ 
furnifti a very large quantity of timber, logs, 
beams, boards, knees, &c. which is not only 


anti the file of piece-goods in the bay is very inconfiderable. 
Having no coin, all value iscfiimated among them bv ceitain 
commodities. In trade, they calculate by tampai^gi (cakes) 
of benjamin ; in tianfa^lions amongfl themfelves, more rom- 
monly by buH'aloes: foireiiines bralTwire, and fomctiiTics 
bc»d^, are ufed as a medium. //, or iing of bralUvire, 

re j)rcfcnts about the value of a dollar. Hut for fmall payments, 
fait H the mofl in ufe. A meafure calied a /h/cr/, w(ighing 
about two pounds, is equal to a /..vm/;, or twopence halfpenny : 
a bailiff another rinallcr meafure, goes for tour or 

thrcc-lilths of a penny. Tht demand for lah is niofily fup- 
plicd by cargoes imported, although in one of the earlicll let- 
ters from BeitiAl'Hy to the pitfidcnry of it is m?n- 

tioneil that faltcoiild not he difpofVd of .is an article of trade ; 
and tliey alfo mamdaiflurc it themlelves; but their method is 
tedious. They hmdic a file ilofe to the feabenh, and pour 
Wjion it feawater, by degree i. When this his been rontiniRd 
for a ceitain time, the water eviporating, and the fait being 
pucipitateil among the aflits, they gather tlutc in bilkcts, or 
in funnels made o' the huh or le.ivebot tree'-, and .igiin pour 
feawater on them, till the particles of fait are well fepaiatcd, 
and Nvitli the water, into a vefi'el placed below to receive 
ihcni. This water, now ftrongly impiegnited, is boiled till 
the lalt adheres, in a thick cruft, to the bottom and^ides of the 
velfel. In burning a Iquare fathom of fiiewood, a flvilful per- 
fon procures about tivc gillons of fait. Whit is tlius made 
has fo confiderablc a mixture of the fait of the wood, th.it it 
foon dilfolvcs, and cannot be earned far into the country. 
The coarfert giain is preferred. 3lARiDBNh Sttmnt>a^ p <ge: 
155 and 30;. 


fufficient 
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fufficient for the wants of Batavia^ for flilp- 
building, the conftruflion of houfes, and 
domcftic ufes, but a very confidcrable quan- 
tity of it is annually exported to Icvcral of 
the out-fa6lorics, and, in particular, to the 
Cdpe of Good Hope. 

The lai "c forefts which arc met with in 

O • 

the above dlllrifls, belong to the Compai^y; 
the natives arc obliged to fell and prepare 
the timber, as a kind of feudal fervicc, fo 
that no other emolument is made by them, 
on this fcoic, than the l)irc of the dratt- 
oxen by whicii it is conveyed to the fca-^ 
Ihorc ; and l!iis, together with the freight 
by fca, form the whole of the purchalc- 
money and c!iargcs of the timber. 

Thofc fou fts, however, begin at prefenC 
to be coiiiiderably diminilhed ; but it is in 
agitation to provide againfl the probable fu- 
ture want of timber, by new plantations. 

Next, and as an eighth article, is reckon- 
ed that of indigo, which, although not an 
original produdion of has been cul- 

tivated with tolerable fuccefs, fince the 
Company have been cftablilhcd here ; in (o 
far, that, whereas formerly that article was 

obliged 
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obliged to be fent for from the empire of 
the great mogul, and fpecial firmans were 
obtained with fome difficulty for that pur- 
pole, as appears by the lecond article of the 
fecond firman,M\ preferved at iSartf/, which 
I have before detailed, that trade has now 
been abandoned in Hindojlan, and inftcad of 
being purchafers, the Company have been 
able to be fellers of a conliderable quantity 
of the article. 

The Company pay for the firll quality 
thirty ftivers per pound, and in proportion 
for the Iccond and third qualities. The in- 
digo is forted upon its delivery at Batavia, 
by a perion fpccially appointed for that pur- 
pole. In the year 1768, Jaccatra furnilhed 
2,875 pounds of indigo, though the inhabi- 
tants had been alfelled at the quantity of 
6,125 

Turmeric *, long pepper f , and cubebs 
are equally produdions of Java j but the 
colledion and exportation of thefe articles 
is not of great importance. The two laft 
are moft in demand for Surat. 

* Civriimi. f Piftr hfpim. t Pif/r (uMt. 

With 
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With minerals and metals Java is the 
lead of all provided ; as far as I know, none 
are met with, but a little iron ore and ftar- 
ftones*, which is called, iathe Malay tongue, 
or by the natives, maafouron. 


* Jjltrias, 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER 11. 


Livt/m of ]kw general PopuMon.-^Hk^* 
TAM. — Boundaries, — Government . — Population, 
—Dependencies. — fhe Country of Lampoon.— 
Eftablijhment of the Company at Bantam.— 
Expences.--Ijlands in the Straits of 'dc. 
— Peculiar Unbealthinefs of Bantam.— Jacca- 
TRA, and its Pre anger Lands. — Boundaries, 
— Population^ — Adminiftration. — Rivers. — I'he 
Mookervaart. — Canals and Drains cut by the 
Dutch.— Productions, — Cheribon. — Bounda- 
ries.— Population, — Prcdutlicns, — Kftak'iJJoment, 
— Expences and Profits. — Lhe Empire of the 
SoESOEHOENAM.-'f crWcT Extent and Grandeur, 
— Prefent reduced Situation. — Ehc Dominions ofi the 
Sultan. — JJland o/Madura.— ////:’; of the reign- 
ing Soefoeloenam, and ofi the Sultan. — Political Re- 
lations of the Company with thefe Princes, 

When the Company firfl: eftablKhcd 
thcmfelves here, Java was divided into 
three large empires, namely, Bantam^ Jac<^ 
catra^ and the empire of the Soefoeboenam^ 
which laft was the moft extenfive, and 
potuprehended full two-thirds of the whole 

idand^ 
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ifland, Cbtribon being feudatory to it.— ^ 
Times have now fo far altered, that the 
ifland is at prefent divided into five Hates, 
or empires, which altogether contain one 
hundred and twenty-three provinces, or go- 
vernments, amongft which the kingdom of 
Bantam is confidered but as one. 

Each province^ or government, confifts of 
a certain number of tjatjars^ or families, the 
number of which, throughout the whole of 
Java^ including Bantam, amounted, in the 
year 1777, ^ 5^,0 14. 

Thefe are calculated, upon an average, 
throughout Java, to confift of two men, 
two women, and two children, forming, 
therefore, a population of . fouls 912,084*^ 
but if to this we add the inhabit 
tants of the principality of Ma» 
dura, which, though a feparatc 
ifland, is always taken together 
with Java, and which contains 
ten thoufand families, or . fouls 60,000 

the whole population of Java 
and Madura, will amount to . 972,084 

* HuYsiftt gives the populatioa of exclufirc of 
Htuiiira, as follows, vix. 

TOL. 111. Z in 
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afTuredly a very flender number of inhabi- 
tants for fuch an cxtcnfive ifland. It was, 
however, formerly much more populous; 
but the long and bloody wars with which 
this country has been affjifted, for nearly a 
century and a half, before the Company 
fuccccded in eftablilhing themfelves in that 
firm manner in which their power here is 
at prcl’ent rooted, is fiifficiciit to make us 
ceafe from being furprized, at the paucity 
of the number of the inhabitants of this 
extremely fertile ifland. The laft war 
waged againll the empire of tlic foefoehoe^ 
mniy feems, in particular, to have produced 
a great degree of depopulation. According 
to the ftatement of the population, made in 
the year 1738, the number of families in 


in the kingdom of Bantam 

5,000 

tjatjars, or families 

in jMcatra .... 

33 ^ 9^4 

ditto 

in Chtiihon .... 

15,000 

ditto 

in the Mataram, or empire 



of Java proper 

94,200 

ditto 


in all 148,114 familifs, reckoned at fix individuals each, 
makes the whole number of inhabitants 888,684 ; but he 
adds in a note, that, according to more recent accounts, the 
population of is calculated at one million and a half, 
or two millions of people. Thcfc ftatements, however, do 
not include the iahabkants of Batavia* T, 


the 
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the territories of the foefoeboenam alone, 
amounted to 309,700, or . fpuls 1,858,200 
and at prefent (1777), the fame 
lands, which were then under 
the dominion of the foefoeboenam j 
part of which arc now, however, 
taken from him, contain no 
more than 1 1 8,ieo families, or 708, 6qp 

1,149,600 

making a difference of more than the half, 
which would appear to me too improbable 
to be believed, had I not had gic infpedion of 
the authentic documents relative thereto 

The 

* Valbntyn’i ftatement of the population of Jttvas la 
his time, Ihcws a ftiU greater difproportion j his account, in 
which he takes every tjatjar^ or family, at five perfoni only, 
gives— 

in the kingdom of Ban*‘ 
tam^ exclufivc of the 

oi Bantam . families £,0OOf or perlons 40,8^9 
in Jaccatra^ exclufivc of 

Batavia , . ditto 19,390, or ditto 96,959 

in Chertbtn and its de- 
pendencies . . ditto 63,1^0, or ditto 303,600 

in the countries belong- 
ing to the emperor of 
Mataram, or the 

fmhtnam . . . ditto 4*3, 5,0, or ditto 0,417,830 

*• % m 
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The aflual five divifions of Java, arc : 
Bantam, Jaccafra, Cheribon, the empire of 
the Joefoehoenam, and that of \)atfultan. 

The kingdom of Bantam, which forms 
the weftern divifion of Java, is about one 
hundred Dutch miles in circumference, each 
being of twelve hundred Rhineland roods. 
The Indian ocean walhes it on the fouth ; 
to the northweft and north it has the llraits 
of Sunda, and the iflands fituated in them ; 
to the eaft, it is divided from the empire of 
Jaccatra, by a narrow flip of land, called 
Grinding, lyinga little to the weftward of 
the Sedani, or river of Tangerang, and by a 
chain of mountains, known by the name of 
Goenong Ijeberum, which terminate to the 
Ibuth in the bay of Wynkoopjbergen. 

in the county of Balam^ 
huangy by a rough cal* 

culation, full . . 50,000, or perfons 500,000 

and in the Ifland of Ma- 

about • . ditto 50)000| or ditto 150,000 

total 3,3x1,250 

A decrcafe in this ifland from upwards of three millions to 
Jefs than one million of people, in about fixty yean, is an 
tmazing inilancc of the deilrudive agency of war. T» 

Bantam 
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Bantam became ftridlly connefted with 
the Company, in the year 1680, by means 
of the afliftance afforded by them againft 
Sultan Aoon, who had formerly abdicated 
the throne, but who had refumed the feeptre 
again ; his fon folicited and obtained the 
aid of the Company, towards eftablifliing 
him in the government. Yet the couiUry 
remained, in a manner, independent, and its 
trade continued free ; but upon this, en- 
croachments were praftifed from time to 
time, and it was fought to draw the bands 
of connexion with Bantam more clofe, by 
giving our afliftance, towards reducing the 
revolted province of Succadana^ in Borneo^ 
which formerly belonged to Bantam^ and is 
ftill an appendage of that kingdom At 
laft, in 1751, Bantam became wholly a fief 
of the Company, occafioncd by the fortu- 
nate iffue of the commotions there ; the 
king was then privately taken hold of, and 
continued a prifoncr, while a prince of the 

* Sweeadana^ together with Lmndak^ another province b(« 
longing to Bantam in the ifland of Borntc, were ceded, in pro* 
petty, to the Dutch Company, by the king of Banttm, in 
the year 1778, and i»ken pofleflwa of bjr them. 8te vol. i. 
page 34}. r. 

* 3 
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blood royal, who had been kept in exile at 
Ceylon, was exalted to the throne in his 
ftcad ; and a yearly tribute of one hundred 
bhars of pepper, amounting to thirty-feven 
thoufand five hundred pounds weight, is 
now paid to the Company from Bantam. 

The rule of fucceffion was, at the delirc 
of the king, regulated 'by the Company, 
who choofe and appoint the heir apparent 
to be hereditary prince, as was done in the 
year i 767 : this hereditary prince fucceeded 
to his dcccafed father in the month of Sep- 
tember, 1777, and was formally crowned as 
king of Bantam, by Mr. Breton, the mi- 
nifter plenipotentiary deputed by the Com- 
pany for that purpofc, as I have related in 
the lafi chapter. 

Although the fultan, or king, of Bantam, 
is a vaflal of the Company, he is, neverthc- 
lefs, a fovereign prince, lord and mafter of 
life and death, and uncontrouled in his au- 
thority over his own fubje^ls ; he lays taxes, 
augments, or lightens, them, according to 
his own good pleafure ; and has all other re- 
galia, and marks of fovereignty, appertaining 
to a free monarch, excepting that he is re- 
ftrided from entering into any alliances, 

or 
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or engagements, either with any European 
powers, or with the Indian princes^, us likc- 
wife from felling any of the produOious of 
his territories to any other than to the Com- 
pany ; and this reftrl6lion as to trade relates 
not onlv to his kins^dom of Bantam,^ but alfo 
to the articles produced in his dependent pro- 
vinces in Borneo Sumatra \ thofe in the 
laftmentioned ifland are the two Lampons ; 
dillinguifhcd into Lampon Samanca and Lam- 
pon Toulang Bauwang 

Bantam 

* Tlie rountr)’ (jf Lan'.pson l:<*gin9 on the well coall, at the 
river ot' Pa.iiiii^^oochie,\\\\\c\\ it from Vnjfuinniaht anii 

extends a< rofs the fjuth extremity of Sumtitra, as far at> Pa^ 
limhang, on the noitheall lidc. Oii the loulh and call fidcs, it 
15 warticd hv the Tea, ha\ing fcvtral poits In the (traits of 5 “ onlay 
particnlarly Kfixen, or Empervn, and LatrJ'^on bays • and the 
great riser Tculang hauwang runs thiongh the heart of if, 
nfing from a ronliderable lake between the ranges of moun- 
tains. The conntr)' of Lampoon is Ijcll inli.ibited in the central 
aiifl mountainous parts, where the people live iixlepcndcnt, 
and, in Ionic mcafure, feeure from the inroads of their calteni 
ncighlKMirs, the Javans. It Is probably within but a few centnric.i, 
that the fouthwcll coall of this country has been the habitation 
of any conhderablc number (;f pco]dc; and it has been Hill lei's 
vifitcd by ftrangers, owing to the unllultercd nature of the Tea 
lhcrealK)uls, the want of foundings, in general, which render 
the navigation wild and dangerous for country- vcilels, and to 
the rivers being fmall and rapid, with fliallow bars, and almolt 
continually a high furf. If you afk the Lampoon people of 

Z 4 ' tkefu 
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Bantam has the finalleft population of all 
the divifions of Java ; its whole extent com- 
prehends no more than five thoufand tjatjars, 
or families, and, confequeiitly, only thirty 
thoufand inhabitants. 

The Company keep In Fort Spcelwyck, 
including the guard which is ftationed at 
Fort Diamond, an eftablilhment amounting 
in number, when complete, to three hun- 
dred men *. 

The 

theft! parts, where they originally came from, they anfwcr, 
from the hflls, and point out an inland place near the great 
lake, whence, they fay, their forefathers eniigTatcd ^ and further 
than this, it is impoflible to trace. They, of ail the Sumatrans, 
have the Itrongcft refcmblance to the Chinefe, particularly in 
the roundnefs of the face, and conlira<Jturc of the eyes, They 
arc alfo the fairctl people of the illand j and the women arc 
the tallcft, and cltccmcd the mult handlbme. Inland of Sa^ 
memta, fay the Lampoons, there is a diliriid, inhabitc<l by a 
ferocious people, who arc a tciror to the neighbouring country. 
Their mode of atoning for oflenecs agalnli their own commu- 
nity, is by bringing to their doo/ocn, or viliag( , ihc heads of 
Grangers. The account may be tme j but without further au- 
thentication, fuch ftoricsarc not to be too implicitly credited, on 
the faith of a people who are tend of the marvellous, and ad- 
,di6tcd to exaggeration. MARSDEN i Sumatra, page 26% and 
264. T. 

* In 17)6-1777, the cftabliflimcnt of the Dutch’ Company 
at Bantam, confided of twenty civil Tenants, one clergyman, 
fire furgeons and aflirtants, feventeen belonging to the artillery, 
thirty feamcD> 199 foldicrs, and ten mechanics j in all 282 Eu- 
ropeans. 
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The air is, in general, here very un- 
healthy, and the mortality pretty confidcr- 

ablc. 

ropeans. On account of Its vicinity to Batavia, no revenues, 
either territorial or commercial, are drawn from this place j but 
the charges of the elUbliihment are not heavy } in they 

amounted to (about £.7*115. ftcrling), which is 

a very nothing in comparilbn with the benefit derived from the 
pepper fumiihed by Bantam. To the dominion of the king of 
Bantam belong all the iflands in the ftraits of SauJa, from 
Pr/W/ ifland to Puh Baht, or iifo^-ifland, clofe to hia capital 
cky. Many of them arc inhabited, and produce pepper j 
others arc defert, or arc the refort of pirates and fmugglcrs, 
who are dexterous in carrying on an illicit trade in pepper 
with foreign nations. In No^cml)er, the Dutch Com- 

pany's cruifmg gral) the Zrtlceirw (the Sea-lion), was attacked, 
taken, and the crew malfacrcd, in the bay of Lampoon, by thefe 
j>i rates. The Klappcr, or Coc?«-i{lands, which lie on the foutli 
Coal! of Java, near the fi rails of Sunda, arc uninhabited, and 
arc only occafionally reforted to for the fake of the edible birds'- 
neds which are found there ; but they arc faid to l>c greatly in- 
feded with enormous fnakes, Pr/ffcer-idand is called, in the 
Malay language, Pulo Selart-, and in the language of its inhabi- 
tants, Pulo Paneitan, It is woody, and a very fmall part of it 
only has been cleared. Valentyn landed on it in 1694, and 
found it then uninhabited. He adds, that there is good an- 
chorage in the fouthwed bay, in nine and ten fathoms, and 
tvk'o fmall ficdivt^tcr rivulets running into it. Lieutenant 
Cook, in the EnJravout, tiy ten days on the foutheaft fide, in 
eighteen fathoms. There is a town upon it, called Samadaag^ 
of about four hundred houfes, divided into two parts, by a 
river of brackjfh water. There is no remarkable hill upon it, 
yet the Englilh call the higheft eminence uj>on it, the Pike. It 
was formerly much frequented by the India ihips of many na- 
tions. 
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able. In the year 1768, that is, from 
the beginning of September to the end of 

Auguft, 

tlons, cfpccially the Englifli, which have, of late, forfaken it, ai 
it U faid, becaufe the water is bad, and touch either at Kmtb^ 
iiland, a fmall ifland that lies on the coall of Sumatra, at the 
cart entrance of the ftraits, or at A'rto-bay, which lies only a 
few leagues from PriWj-ifland, at neither of which place.** any 
confiderable quantity of other refrefhments can be procured. 
At Prince may be had turtle, with which the firft, the 

fccond, and perhaps the third, fliip that conics in the feafon, 
may be tolerably fupplied; thofc bought by the Endeavour^s 
people coft, upon an average, a halfpenny or three farthings per 
pound; large fowls, a di^ten of them for a Spanilh dollar; 
fmall deer, not larger than a rabbit, twopence a-picce ; larger 
deer, about the fize of a fhcep, but of which only two were 
brought down, a rupee ; many kinds of fith, tolerably cheap ; 
'cocoa-nuts, at the rate of a hundred for a dollar, if picked, or 
one hundred and thirty, if taken promifcuoully ; plaintains 
jn great plenty; fome pineapples, watermelons, jacks, and 
pumpkins; befidcs rice, the grcalcll part of which is of the 
mountain kind, yams, and fcvcral other vegetables, at very rea- 
fonable rates. The other iflands in the ftraits of Sundj, ap- 
pertaining to the dominions of Bantam, are loo infignificant 
to have l)ccn j>articularly defer! bed. They arc moftly entirely 
level, founded ujxin beds of coral, and covered with trees. A 
few, however, have fteep and naked Tides, fuch as the illand 
Dwars in den W’eg, or Thwart-tbe-way, and the two very fmall 
round ones, called by the Dutch, Brabandfcb Hoedje, and 
^oppeu Ihedje, and by the Engllfti the Caf, and Button, 
The gentlemen accompanying Lord Macabtney in the Uon, 
had occafion to vifit the two laftmentioned ; they were fo fteep 
and rugged, that it was difficult to get afliore on them : at a 
UttU diJUnce, they might be taken for the remains of old caf- 

tldi 
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Auguft, out of the complete number of the 
Company’s fervants, including pennifts, ma- 
riners, and military, being three hundred and 
feventeen, the deaths amounted to fixty, 
which is about one in five. 

The divifion which follows next in geo- 
graphical order, is that of Jaccatra^ with its 
Preanger lands ; Pfeanger lands is the deno- 
mination given to thole diftrids which Jid 
not anciently belong to the kingdom of Jac^ 
catra^ but whieh have been united to the 
Company’s polTeflions fince the year 1677: 
with refpeft to their adminiftration, they are 
divided between Batavia, and the relidency 
of Cheribon 


tics, mouldering into ruins, with tall trees already growing up- 
on the tops; but, upon a nearer view, they betrayed evident 
marks of a volcanic origin : in the Cap were found two ca- 
vcnis, running horizontally into the fide of the rock, in which 
were a number of tliofc birds’-nefts, fo much prized by[the Chi- 
nefe epicures, llic fituation of thefe places was, on that occt- 
lion, determined with the greateft nicety, viz : 

South lat. £ait long, from Lomhn, 
Thwart‘thi-*way . , 5® 55^ . . 105® 43' 

North illand ... 5 38 ... 105 43 30^ 


Cap 5 58 30" . 105 48 30 

Button 5 49 . . . X 05 48 30 

r. 


* S:c Mossel’s OblcnratioQi upon Jaccatra, and the 
PftoMgtr lands, page i . 

This 
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This divifion is full one hundred and ten 
Dutch miles in circumference. To the weft, 
it borders upon Bantam^ with the d ift rifts of 
Greending, Badak^ and Pagadongan\ to the 
fouth, upon the fouthern ocean, for the moft 
part witli the diftrift of Jampan^ and partly 
with that of Soekapouray belonging to the 
Chcribon Preanger lands ; to the eaft, upon 
the government of Cheribon itfclf, with the 
diftrifts of 1 ‘impangantcn, Samadangy Paga- 
deeUy and Pamanoekang \ to the north, upon 
the fca, with the di(tri£ls of Pamanoekang^ 
XjaJfeHf Crawangy and that of Jaccatra pro- 
per, under Batavia, 

The country of Jaccatray with its Prean- 
ger lands, comprizes, upon the whole, thirty 
diftrifts, containing logcthcr 33,914 tjat- 
jars, or families, thus 203,484 inhabitants, 
of which the diftrift of Batavia alone con- 
tains 19,469 families, or 116,814 inhabi- 
tants; this (hews that the other diftrifts arc 
proportionally much Icfs populous, where- 
by a great extent of excellent land remains 
uncultivated and neglcftcd, and even what 
is tilled is owing to the induftryand per- 
fcverancc of the Chinefc who are fettled 
here. 


The 
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The paucity of inhabitants in the country 
of Jaccatra, cannot, like that in the em- 
pire of the fof^foehoendfJif be attributcil to the 
ravage^ of a deftruaive war ; for Jaccaira 
has, fmee the lafl: ficge of Batavia^ in the 
year 1629, been very little fubjeacd thereto, 
except in the infurreflion of the Chinefe, in 
the year 1740, when even the Javans of 
Jaccatra were the Icart: concerned in it ; b\it 
it may principally be alcribed to the circum- 
ftance, that, after the arms of the Company 
were vklorious over the kingdom of Jacca^ 
tra, and they had taken the capital, having 
Jikcwii’e defeated the army ot Bantam^ all 
the inhabitants of the country were carried 
away into the kingdom ot Bantam ; whereby 
Jaccatra remained, for a confiderable fpacc 
of time, nearly. in an uninhabited ftate. 

It appears, liowcver, according to the 
ftatement of Mr. Mossel, that thefe lands 
contained only, in the year I753» the num- 
ber of one hundred and fifty thouland fouls ; 
fo that, in oppofition to the other parts of 
Java, the population has here been confidcr- 
ably augmented 

* Sec Memoriiil of Mr. Mossel, rcfpc£ting the ftate of 
the Eaft-India Company, dated the 30lh of November, 
«7S- 

Every 
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Every diftrid has its regent, who arc all 
appointed immediately by the fupremc In- 
dian government at Batavia, Thefe re- 
gents decide in civil matters of little import- 
ance, but affairs of confcqucnce they muft 
lay before the commlffary of inland affairs, 
or before the governor general. 

yaccatra is watered and fertilized by fevc- 
ral rivers, moll of which, however, arc little 
better than fmall rivulets, in the good or dry 
fcafon. The largcll of thei’e are the Sedani^ or 
the river of Tangerang^ and that of Crawang\ 
they defeend from the high mountains in- 
land, and flow into the fea, in a northerly 
direftion. 

The river of T*angerang runs into the fca, 
not far from the point of Ontong Java, and 
near its mouth there is a Imall port of the 
Company, called the KwaL Juft below that 
poft, the river gives a part of its water to the 
Mookervaartf which is a canal cut from that 
place to Bataviay in order to provide the 
canals and moats of the city with water; 
but as, in the rainy fcafon, this river fwells 
up very high, and too much would then be 
conveyed through that cut to the city, a lock 
was made, in the year 1770, at the upper. 

end 
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end of the faid Mookeroaart^ which coft full 
feventy thoulaiid rixdollars and whereby 
now no more water than is wanted is fuf- 
fered to come to Batavia. 

It is not the water alone of the river of 
danger ang that fupplies this canal, but like- 
wife that of the rivers of Ankee^ 
rang, and Grogoh, and it is through the 
Mookervaart that Batavia receives mod of 
its water ; for that which comes down by 
what is called the great river of Jaccatra, is 
very trifling in quantity compared with this. 
The drain, called the Slokbaan (the glutton, 
or cormorant), which was dug in the year 
1746, a little to the caftward of the river of 
Jaccatra, receives the water from the upper 
grounds, and thus deprives it of its grdateft 
force f . The conformation of the country 

likewife 


About 15,270/. fterling. V*. 

f The Dutch fecni to have pitched ujwn Batavia for tht 
fonvcniciicc of watcr-carriage ; and, in that rcr|>c6l, it is, in-‘ 
deed, a fccond Holland, and fnperior to every other place in the 
woiM. There are very few llrccts in the city that have not si 
canal of conliderablc breadth running through, or rather ftag- 
nating in them, and continued for fcvcral miles beyond the 
town, intcii'ediug, tijgcthcr with five or fix rivers, in almoll 
every dirciilion, the dead flat in which it is fituated ; nor is this 
llw word, for the fence of every field and girden is a ditch ; 

and 
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likewife requires that Batavia fhould receive 
its water from the weftward, as, oa that 
fide, it is more elevated than on the other, 
according to feveral obfervations made by 
furveyors. 

The rivers, the Sontar, the Bacajftt, and 
the Tjikarangt find their way into the fea, 
to the eaft of Batavia . , 

The produdions of Jaccatra are princi- 
pally coffee, fugar, and rice; likewife in- 
digo, cotton-yarn, turmeric, and cadjang, or 
lentiles, from which lafl: oil is preffed *. 

The 

and interfperfed, among the cultivated ground, there are many 
filthy fens, bogs, and luoralfcs, as v/cll frefli as fait. Nay, 
fuch is the inlluence of habit, l>oth upon the taltc and under- 
llanding, that (fovernor General Van der Parra, whofe 
country-houfe W'as iituated upon the only rifing ground near 
contrived, at lumc trouble and cxpcncc, to inclofe his 
own garden with a ditch. T. 

* In 1778, were fold, in Holland, the following articles, being 
produ6tic)n3 of the colony of Jaccatra : 

3.000. 000/1^/. of fugar, at four divers. 

2 .000. 000!&s. of cotfec, at eleven ditto. 

500,000/^/. of pepj)«r, at feventeen ditto. 

100 leagcrs of arrack, 
lOfOOolh, of candied ginger, 
cotton-yam, to the amount of /•jo,ooo, and 
indigo, to the amoant of /.looo. 

This may be taken as the annual quantity of what JatcMtra is 
tbl* to furailh for Europe, and the gain upon thclc articles ii 

coniidcrable, 
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The Company poffefs this empire by right 
of conqueft, having taken it from its king, 
who was obliged to yield to their arms in the 
year 1619 ; and Batavia was founded on or 
near the feite of his capital city, Jdccatra, 

The third divifion of yava is Cheribon^ 
which, together with its Preanger lands, 
may be about half the fize of Jaccatra and 
its dependencies. It borders, to the weft, 
upon yaccatrdy with the dlftrids of Ltm- 
bangan, Tjauris, Impanagara^ and Indramayo ; 
to the fouth, upon the fouthern ocean, with 
the diftri^f of Sockapoura ; to the caft, upon 
the province of Banjoemaas^ or Panjoemag^ 
belonging to the fultan, with the diftrift of 
Soekapourdy upon the country of the foefoe^ 
boenamy with the diftrids of Oetame and Ga- 
bangy and upon the ftrand-regency of Brebesy 
with the diftrid of Lajfary ; and to the 

confidcrablc, a« none of them coft much ; the pepper and 
coffee fcarcely aj, and the fugar ffivers per pound. Of 
fugsur, the Company tiirthcr difpofe c\'ciy year of full four mil- 
lion<i of jrtjunda weight, in Japan ^ Surat ^ the Mafahar, and 
other eftabljlhmenta, ujwn which they likcwifc make confidcr- 
jblc proffts; and about the fame quantity, t^yooofioolbs* b 
tiporltd in private trade, together with immcnlc quantities 
of arrack, rice, and other Irticlea. The revenues and cxpence<! 
of Jaccatra, are includcrl in thofc of Ba/a*via, which we add to 
the account of that city given in chapter iv. T. 
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north, upon the fea, with the abovemcn- 
tkined diftrift of Gabang, and thofc of Che- 
rihon proper, and Indramayo. 

It comprizes in all nine diflrifts, contain- 
ing full fifteen thouland tjatjars, or families, 
being fikapo, or fixed inhabitants, befides 
the boedjango, or unmarried, and ftrangers. 

Thefe lands are divided between two- 
princes, the fultan Anom Soepoe Chbri- 
BON, and the Panam Bahan, both of 
whom are feudatories of the Company. Of 
the laft, it is a rule, that the children fiic- 
ceed to the father in his dignity, provided 
they are inclined to do fo; and if they do 
not choofe to be burdened with the cares of 
authority, they have the right of nominating 
a deputy to excrcife their hereditary power, 
in their Head. 

Formerly, there were three princes of 
Cheribott', but in the year 1769, one of 
them, not treating his fubjefts well, was fent 
in exile, by the fupreme government, to 
Amboyna, where I faw him, in the year 

1775 * 

Thefe princes arc obliged to deliver all 
the produce of their country, for certain fixed 
prices, cxclufively to the Company ; and 

neither 
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neither the princes, nor their fubjefts, arc 
allowed to have any communication with 
ftrangers, much lefs to carry on trade with 
foreign nations in any of the articles pro- 
duced upon their lands. On the part of the 
Company, as much care is taken as pcfliblc, 
to prevent the contravention of thefe condi- 
tions ; and they Have a rcfident here, with 
a garrifoii of feventy Europeans, ftationed 
in a fmall fort, in the diftrift of Chertbon^ 
whilft there is alfo an outpoft flationed at 
Indramayo, 

This empire put itfclf under the protec- 
tion of the Company in the year 1680. In 
criminal matters, the adminiftration refts in 
the combined authority of the two princes, 
united to the Company's refident. 

Its productions arc coffee, timber, cotton- 
}arn, areca, indigo, fugar, and alfo a little 
pepper ; this laft article grew formerly here 
in fuch abundance, that in the year 1680, 
the bhar of three hundred and feventy-five 
pounds was paid for at the rate of no more 
than ten Spanifh dollars 

Before 

* This, at the rale at which Spanifh dollars arc current in 
thefe parU of India, is equal to about i6s. (Icrling per cwf. 

AAa hngbih. 
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Before the war of the year 1740, the 
foejoebomm^ or the emperor of as he 
was called, was the foie proprietor of all the 
country, lying caftward of the laftmentioned 
empire of Chmlm^ which was the weftern 
boundary of that of the foefoehoenam. This 
comprized all the reft of the ifland, and was 
inclolal, on the other Tides, by the lea, and 
the narrow ftraits which Icparate Java 
from the idands of Bali and Madura. It 
extended in length, from caft to weft, one 

1 Chcrihn dors not contribnti* a fow, nr iminiporlant, 

articlt's to the conl’ui.iptlon of India, and to the trade to ?Xi- 
rnpe. It yields )».arl), fur the funrer, at leal: nnc thoufand lalls 
ot lice, and gm mill. on pounds of fugar, at i i or 2 divers per 
pound f and for Kun pc, .at lead 

^Qfioolbi. of rotton-yarn, of letter A, at 14 llivcrs f i;. ^d.) 
lo , OZolh . of indigo, at 30 loveis . (2/. 9^.) 

and [,200,coo/^;. ufcort'ce, at 2j 

Vet, in 1778, no more than i,oQoxoo'ls. of the Chcribon 
lolfec were fold in Holland, at eleven (fivers per pound. 
The intrinlic revenues of this fcttlement arc amply fufficicnt 
to defray the cliaigcs. In 1779, the lad amounted to 
/. 12,584, and the former to /.35,76i, fltewing a favourable 
balance of 723,177, or 2,107/. A^rling. In 1776-1777, the 
eftablifhment of Chmhn confided of ninety*cight Europeans; 
namely, fourteen civil fervants, one clergyman, three fur- 
geons two artillerymen, fifteen fenmen, fixty foldiers. and three 
mechanics. The refident at Chcuhon is faid to mike no lefs 
than 70,000 rixdollars (upwards of i j,ooo/. fterling, per an' 
nutn. r. 


hundred 
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hundred Dutch miles, and in breadth, upon 
an average, about five-and-twenty. It con- 
tained fifty-fix provinces, or diftrids, large 
and Imall; and, as we have before ftated, 
three liv.ndrcd and nine thoufand feven hun- 
dred tjatjars, or fatnilics. After that period, 
thirty of thofc provinces, all fituated on the 
feacoaft, were cede*d to the Company, foe an 
equivalent in money; and levcn, amongfl 
which was the Mataram^ to the lliltan 
Manko Boeni. This empire, anciently fo 
formidable to the Company, is now fo re- 
duced in power and extent, that its monarch 
can at prefent (1777) enumerate no more 
than fixtcen provinces remaining under his 
dominion, containing only thirty-three thou- 
land two hundred tjatjars, or families. On 
what occafion, and in what manner, the 
empire was thus torn afunder, and how part 
of it came to be given to the fultan Manko 
Boeni, to the prejudice of Masseyd, who 
is now under the prefent reigning iiiltan, 
has been detailed in another place 

The dominions which fell to the lot of 
the fultan Manko Boeni, who is ftill 

See page 1 30-123, of volume II. 7 *. 

A A 3 living, 
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living, confift of feveii provinces, which lie 
interfperfed between thofe which have re- 
mained with the foejoeboenam j and this in- 
termixture of the territories of thefc two 
monarebs, makes them, individually, much 
more feeble, than if the poflertlons of each 
were adjoining to one another, and formed 
one com pad country. The feven provinces 
belonging to the fultan contain, together, 
fifteen tlioufand eight hundred tjatjars, or 
families; the moft extenfive and moft im- 
portant of them, is the province of Mataram^ 
which is waflied by the fouthern ocean. 

Although the principality of Madura is 
now folely confined to the illand of that 
name, which lies to the northeaft of Java^ 
from which it is fepaiated by a narrow ftrait 
of fcarcely a league and a half over, it has 
always been reckoned to belong to the 
government of Java’s mrtbeajl coajl: the 
whole illand is divided into three diftri^, 
and contains thirty thoufand tjatjars, or fa- 
milies; it is thirty Dutch miles in length, 
and, upon an average, fcarcely fix in breadth. 

All thefe princes polTefs their dominions 
in the quality of vaflals of the Company, 
whofe pretenfions to the paramount autho- 
rity, 
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rlty, itt grounded upon a voluntary ceffloa 
of all his dominions, allegtfe to have 
made in favour.of the Company, by the late 
deceafed foefoeboenam^ upon his death-bed, 
in the year 1746: this, at leaft, is what is 
pretended, for the fake of appearance, as it 
is otherwife pretty well underftood, that the 
emperor was dead, before this pretended 
ceffion was made known to the grandees of 
the court ; but this is kept as much a lecrct 
as poffible; though what could they have 
done againft the Company, who were pof*^ 
feffed of the power of maintaining the 
validity of the cefllon|^ by force of arms ? 
The empire, thus weakened and diminiflicd, 
was afterwards given, as a fief, to one of 
the princes of the imperial race, to the pre- 
judice of Masseyd ; who, however, was 
quieted with a certain appanage, and the 
promife, that if the preleut JoefoeUmam 
died without iffuc, his children, in the right 
of being the neareft of blood, (houlJ I’uc- 
cced to the imperial ignity. There is, 
at prefent, however, no probability that this 
will ever come to pafs, as the foefoehoenam 
has not only fevcral children, but one of 
them hai already l]ecn appointed his fu:* 
A A 4 cc 
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ceflbr in the empire by the Company ; and 
a fimilar favour was equally granted in the 
yeai- 1776, to one of the fons of the fultan 
Manko Boeni. 

The titles which the prefent reigning 
JotJoehoenam has alTumed are as follows: 
Soefaehoenam (monarch, or foie ruler), Pacoe~ 
hotana (axis of the globe^ literally nail or 
fpike of the earth), Senepatty Hiengalaga 
(commander in chief of all the armies), 
Ahdul Racbman (holy prieft, literally Have 
of the moft merciful God), Sabudien (fovc- 
reign king), Panatagama (prince of the 
faithful) : thofe of the fultan of the Mata- 
ram, are, Sultan (prince or king), Hmin 
Coeboeana (regent of the world), Smpatty 
Hiengalagay Abdul Racbman, Sabiedien, Pa- 
natagama, Calif, Attu lacb (vicegerent of 
the Almighty). 

All thefe princes bound themfelves, in the 
year 1756, not to deliver any of the pro- 
dufls of their refpedtive countries to any 
other than the Company ; and, in every cs^e, 
to both defeufively and offenfively, in 
conjunAion with the Company, againft their 
enemies. 

The Company arc pretty well fecured 

againft 
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againft the departure from thefe fttpulatioas, 
on the part of the Javanefe princes, by 
being in the absolute pofieffion of almoft aU 
the provinces that border upon the fea, 
which have partly fallen to them by the 
fortune of war, and partly by ceflion from 
the emperor ; as a compeiifation for wbieh, 
they have to pay an annual fum of fifty 
thoufand Spanilh dollars, from which, hov^> 
ever, thirty thoufand are dedufled, for the 
charges of the detachment of European mi« 
litary, that attend the emperor at his court 
at Djoh, or Soweatarta, Thefe provinces 
have each their regent of their own nation, 
under the title of tmmagong patti, who are 
refpedlively fubordinate to the feveral refi* 
dents. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

hptrtann tf ^Jata U the Jhtch Eofi-India Cm- 
piuy.—ReJledims m the Ceniiulf ef the Qompny 
towards the mivt Priras-^And towards tbebr 
JavaiuJit Suijeds . — Nettffity ^ Reform in theft 
fmt%. 


From «1I that has preceded, the great 
importance of the iiland of Jffoa, to the Eaft- 
India Company, will have very evidently 
appeared. It ii fertile in produflions, which 
have now, by the progreflive iiicrcafe of 
luxury in the world, become articles almoft 
of the firft neceflity, whereby this colony is 
adequate to bring as much, if not more, 
wealth into the coffers of the Company, 
than the fpice-iflands, which have hitherto 
been confidered as the chief means of the 
profperity, if not even cffential to the cx- 
iftence, dj that body. But fava can only 
hope to be equally precious with the fpice- 
iflands, by a change of circumftande?, by 
cordial exertions to promote the cultivation 

of 
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of it$ highly fertile foil with iaduftry and 
vigour, by ceafing to depreli end impo- 
v€ri(h the natives by conftant .injuftice 
and continual extortion, and by avoiding, 
in future, every fpecies of war, whicb, by 
producing a ftill greater depopulation, would 
bring deftruiftion to the Indians, and ruin to 
the Company. 

The princes of the country, although fovo* 
reign over their own fubjedls*, arc, never- 
thclefs, thfe one more, and the other lefi, 
vaiTals of the Company j and in lb far jub- 
jedled to them, that the mode of fiicccffion 
to their thrones is regulated, and the heira 
cf their dignity arc nominated, by the Com- 
pany. The difmemberment of the empire 
of the fee/aeboenamy and the poffcffion of the 
feacoalh, render the Company fecurc from 
that power, formerly lb redoubted, and 
from the conlequcncet of fuch prejudicial 
engagements and ‘alliances, as might be 

* Y«t, whenew the Compaiqr h»w judged U npedimt, 
they tu,ve not hcfiUtcd to interfere in the intanud govermiwt 
of thefe dependent princes: an inftance of thia occurs ip the 
left chapter, where we are informed, that one of the princes of 
tttnim was depofed by the Compuy, for mifeonduft to. 
Vllda hit w 
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entered into, by the native princes, with 
European powers. And, although thofc 
princes bow themfelvcs with reluftance 
under the yoke that has been impofed upon 
them, yet they arc wife enough to confider, 
that, if they were even fortunate enough to 
difengage thcmfclves from their prefent 
bondage, their power has been fo broken by 
the depopulation of the country, that, freed 
from the Dutch Company, they would ftill 
be obliged to yield to the firll foreign nation, 
that fhould have the inclination, and the 
ability, to cftablifli themfelvcs upon the 
iiland, and, perhaps, be reduced to a more 
cruel ftate of fervitude, than they now expe- 
rience under their aftual talkmafters; of 
which they have a ftriking example before 
them, in the mogul empiic. 

I am of opinion, therefore, that, if the 
government at Batavia were to cheriih, 
proteft, and favour, as much as poflible, the 
fcvcral princes of Java^ giving them every 
indulgence in matters of fmall moment, 
without, however, fuffering any diminution 
of the power and influence that has been 
attained over them, thofe princes would fee 
the lound policy, of rather maintaining the 

Company 
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Company in their pofleffions on the ifland, 
than allowing them to be transferred to 
other hands, without oppofition on their 
part. 

If it be ncceffary for the Company to 
attach thefe princes to them by the bands 
of political intereft, it is no lels an objed of 
importance for their ‘welfare, and perhaps 
of neceflity to their fafety, that they equally 
aim at fccuring the attachment to them of 
their Javanefc fubjeds ; by rendering their 
lives at Icaft fupportable to them, and oppo- 
fmg and preventing the fhameful treatment 
and crying injuftioc, which thefe poor peo- 
ple experience at the hands of the governor, 
refidcnts, and regents. The common Ja- 
vanefc are in an abfolute Hate of flavery; 
they arc no more mafters of what little they 
fecm to pofTefs, than an unconditional Have, 
who, together with all he has, belongs to 
the mafter who has purchalcd him, his 
labour, and his pofterit), for money. The 
common Javan, is not only obliged, at fixed 
periods, to deliver a certain quantity of the 
fruits of his induftry to the regent placed 
over him, in behalf of the Company, for 
whatever price the latter choofes to allow 

him, 
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liinii« and that pric^i moreover^ paid irt 
gpoda, which are charged to him att teu 
tim^ their real value ; but he Hkewiie ean* 
not confider what may remain to him as 
his own property, not heii^ permitted to do 
with it what he mif think fit, nor allowed 
to fell it to others, at a higher, or a lower 
rate j and he is, on the contrary, compelled 
to part with this alfo, as well as what was 
claimed of him in behalf of the Company, 
to the fame petty tyrant, for himfclf, at an 
arbitrary, and frequently at an infamous 
price. The regents experience, in their 
turn, though, perhaps, in a lefs iniquitous 
degree, the oppreflion of the refidents; 
wbilft in the country of Jaccatra, the com- 
mifiary for inland affairs afts the fame part, 
in a no lefs unjufiifiable manner, under the 
immediate eye of the governor general, to- 
wards the native regents and common Ja- 
vanefe in that province. 

The. continually decreafing ffate of the 
population in Java, which, from the year 
1739, to the prefent time (1777), has 
diminilhed more than one half, may, in 
my opinion, be attributed to the natural 
operation of this abjedt ffate of deprefiion 

and 
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and fcrvitudc, iii which the common pco* 
pic of Java live, as well as to the ravages of 
a war of nearly twenty-five years, to which 
it has been the cuftom Iblely to aferibe 
it; though this war, and the various civil 
commotions which have happened befides, 
have, undoubtedly, greatly contributed to 
this confidcrable wdfte of the human fpecics. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER U'. 


CbaraSier cf the ^avaneje. — l^heir Indolrnty not 
merely the Rejult of Climate, but alfo of the arbitrary 
Government, — Proved by, and contrajlcd with, the 
Indujlry of the Chimfe hei‘e. — Food cf the Java- 
neje, — I'beir Dwellings, — Iloufehold Conveniences. 
— Ufual Period of Life, — Peculiar Dijeaje, — Re- 
ligion. — Mofques. — Jcccunt of a famous Maiijoleum 
near Cher i bon. — Cuftoms of the JavaneJe , — 
Laws refpetling Inheritance, — Their appearance, 
Drejs, 

The Javanefc arc laid to be of an indo- 
lent difpofition, and that much pains muft 
be taken to excite them to the performance 
of any labour. This is, in general, tiaie of 
all the nations who inhabit the torrid zone, 
and who live under del'potic governments, by 
which they are deprived of their property, 
in an arbitrary manner. But \vould not 
this vice, which is reprefented as a national 
blemifli in the charafter of the Javanefe, 
be, in a great mcafurc, amended — would it 

not 
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not be removed, if arrangements were made, 
that to thefe miferable people might be left 
the property and uncontrouled difpofitioit of 
only that portion of the fruits of their la- 
bour, which might remain, after they have 
furniflicd to the Company the quantities 
and qualities required at their hands. Af- 
furcdly, I flatter myfelf, that the beft of- 
fers would refult herefrom. The inhabi- 
tants of Java poflefs, in common with all 
the reft of mankind, a natural and innate 
delirc of having the free command and dif- 
polal of tlicirownpropertyj and, like others, 
liicy would, to obtain this, fubmit to heavy 
labour, and be more induftrious, in proportion 
as they had the more certain profpedt of 
earning a property, and of fecurity in the 
pofleliion and enjoyment of it. 

But now, deprived of the moft diftant 
prolpedd, and not encouraged by any hope 
of bettering their fituatiou, they fit down 
fullenly contented, as it were, with the 
little that is left to them, by their defpo- 
tic and avaricious mafters; who, by this 
unwife, as w'cll as unfeeling, condudt, cx- 
tinguilh every fpark of induftry, and plunge 
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their fubjefts into the gloom of hopclefs in. 
aftivity. 

The climate, it is alleged, influences upon 
their difpofition, and compels them to a life 
of indolence. But docs not the fallacy of 
this afTcrtion appear in the Chincic who 
refidc here ? Thcfc inhabit the fame iflancl, 
opc.ii their variegated Ihops next to the 
tlwclling of the javanefe, and till with la- 
borious induflry the neglected foil around 
the wretched habitation of the native. In 
diligence, pcrlcvcrancc, and manual labour, 
they furpafs ma:iy of the induftrioir; claries 
of the community in Europe. But they 
arc comparatively unlhackled, and are free 
mailers of what they can earn by trade, or 
procure by agriculture, bc\onJ the pecu- 
niary or other allelhncnts levied upon them 
by the government. 'J'his encourages them 
readily to undertake the moll laborious occu- 
pations, and diligently to perfevere in them, 
while they feel a rational hope of obtaining, 
ill proper time, the reward due to their 
exertions. 

The Javanefc, therefore, poflefiing nearly 
no certain property, are fatisfied with little^ 

Tli^ 
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The ufual food of thofc who inhabit the 
level country, is rice, with a little fifli ; but 
thole who dwell in the high land, and in 
the mountains, and who plant little or no 
rice, make life of a certain root, called 
tallas^ which the earth affords them, and 
fome fair, which they make out of the afhes 
of wood. 

Their dwellings are little huts, generally 
conftruded of bamboos, plaiftei ed with mud, 
and covered with atapy or other fimilar 
leaves. 

The convcnicncies of houfliold furniture 
arc unknown to them. The whole of the 
apparatus to be fecn in their wretched ho- 
vels coiifirts of a kind of bedftead, two or 
three feet from the ground, made of bam- 
boos, one or two pots to boil their vicdualg 
in, a hollow block to pound their rice in, 
and a few cocoanutlhclls for driiikino- vef- 
fels. 

Generally fpeaking, their period of life 
does not much exceed half a century ; and 
few of them arc found to attain to the age 
of threefcore. 

They are fubjeft to a fort of ulcers, which 
is a difeafe peculiar to the ifland, and to its 
B B 2 in- 
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inhabitants, and which has thence received 
the denomination of the Java pox, from 
Europeans. It is a fort of lues, but of a lets 
malignant nature. 

Their religion is that of Mamomed ; yet 
it is accompanied by many fuperftitious opi- 
nions and obfervances, retained from the 
religion of their idolatrous anceftors. In 
the interior parts they have no abftraft ideas 
of religion, and can, indeed, form none, hut 
fuch as arife immediately from the grols 
obiervation of their fenfes. The mahomc- 
daii religion was introduced into Java by 
the Arabians 

In ihc yi’.ir 140/1, IiiN Moi \n othrnvlfc (wllfl 

lus' IsuM L, :in Ariln.'n. who hul routiflnit..! to [hr 
fifMi (if tho nhilionicd.in .it ,1 Jr j utlirr p] u -'S 
in the (Mil, i.iinc to Juvaf .uni np hi^ nr.ir t'le 

pi, ICC where altfrv..Ui!'' llie riiy ot C ui <cn w.i i u'!! . t)i • J.i- 
malioniedans upon iiim .i^ t' t tuui,'li I't l!uu‘ i, 'i- 
<;ii*n in the ill.uul ; hut it apj'cars tioin VM.i;N'nN, tlMt the 
LXuna'x ami li.ul lx\n eonvertod lualinimd* 

auiun, ix'iiire the arrival of C'nr.jK Ibn ^Ior.^N,\, to wlvun 
t'ui Kin*; of Dc.tn tk eave li:s tlant;hter in and with 

! er, a-i a pation, tlie country ol Crrhon; the ( itv of that 
nunc was hn.lt alKnit the fame time, ami Cmhk Ibn Mob-'- 
N\i't’iMme Injlh a powerful I'lverclgn, and a \enernted ajjofde 
ol lllamilm i>oth the Kings ot tUwtnn;^ ind the prime'' of 
Ch r:l' ’ , d.nl^c th« ir oilgin loan him, and niahomcdan', li. m 
all part.-' of 7“ perform pilgrimag* ^ i(j hi 3 tomh, a., to that of 
one of their grealcll l.iiiits. T. 
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Tlieir mofqiies, or places of prayer, arc 
dilperfed all over the country. They arc 
molHy built of wood, and have neither ex* 
terior appearance, nor interior ornament, to 
recommend them to the curiofity of ftrang* 
crs. Near Cheribon^ however, I underftooJ 
that a very handfomc morque was crefted 
near tlic grave of oiie of their faints ^ . 

They 

* The tomb, or maufolcum, of Cheik Ihn Molana, 
near Cbetibon, with the mofquc belonging to it, h deferving 
of particular defeription. It may rank among the moft cu- 
rious and magnificent antiquities, not only of Java t but of 
the call. Jt is called by excellence, ajana, or the palace of 
the jlnoiLctnatn gCi'nong djati (monarch of the mountain of 
djatj. tiers). It is a vail Icmicircular fpare, or amphithcatie, 
fccming’iy cut out of a rock, the mountain of djati trees, 
an i divided into five ditferent areas, or courts, each rifing 
above the otlur, and communicating with fteps. The front 
is guardtd by a row of pallifadots ; beyond thefe there is 
a wall of .-bout five feet high, faced with little white and 
painted Chinefe ti cs, in the middle of which, feven fieps 
lead up to the firfl coiiit, which is the largeff and broadeft 
of the five, being one hundred feet in front ; on the wall 
are ranged nine luperb, and inconce vab!y large, china 
vafes, with floweis, and two large frees grow on the left 
fide of thi. n*ea. Another wall, cxa«ftly fimilar to the firfl, 
divides th.Oiom the firond court; at the foot of this wall 
Hand, on the right hand, kven, am! on the left hand fix, 
large and btamiful china vafe^, with flowers; the afeent to 
the fecond court is by five flcps ; and upon the wall arc placed, 
pn each fide, four fimilar large china vafes, and eight trees 
s B 3 aro 
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They do not bury their dead in coffins, 
as the Europeans or their Chinefe neigh- 
bours 

arc planted in this court, fo difpofed that each vafe (lands 
between two trcC", except on the left fide, where the irre* 
gularity is obfervable of two trees Handing together ; in this 
court, there arc two handfomc Javanefe hoiifes, intended 
for the reception of the princes, or great men, who may 
corpe upon a pilgrimage to this facred place : four china 
vafes, with flowers, arc alfo placed in the upper part of this 
court, at the foot of the third wall. All thefe vafes are the 
gifts of fimdry mahomedan princes, the kings of Bantam, 
Macajfet, Valcmhang, and others, who have, at various times, 
vifited the tomb. A neatly paved path leads quite acrofs 
the fecond court, to the entrance of the third, which is 
through a handfome gate, and up four Heps; but this court, 
which is much fmallcr than the other two, and is guarded by 
a fimilar wall, has nothing in it. No chriflians are allowed 
to go higher than this place, although fomc of the upper 
officers of the Company arc faid to have penetrated as far 
as the fifth and laH court. There is no wall before the 
fouith, but mcicly an afeent by five fleps cut in the rock ; 
in this there is a magnificent moorifli temple, or mofijuc, 
with tliue roofs above each other, aii dccreafing in fizc up- 
wards, and the area is planted with trees on each fide o( the 
niolqiie. 'I he afi ent from this to the laH and fmallcH ot 
the couits is, piob.»bIy, likewife by Heps, but the)' arc hidden 
by the mofque and trees in the fourth : this farthcH and 
moft elevated aie.a, leems to be only eight or nine paces 
bioiul on each fide, but it runs confnlerably back, in a femi- 
eucuhr flia{>e ; upon it appears nought but the tomb itfdf 
of ll;e holy man ; this, by reafon of the great height and 
diHantc, cannot be accurately deferibed; it appeantobea 
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hours do, but they fimply wrap them in a 
piece of white linen, and depolit them in 
the grave, placing two ftoncs upon it, one 
at the head, and one at the feet. They 
believe that thefe ftoncs are to Icrve for 
feats to the two angels, who, after their 
death, examine into tiicir condu61, w'hilc in 
this world. 

The laws of Java determine the right 
of inheritance as follows : when a man dies, 
leaving a widow, a child, either fon or 
daughter, and a brother, his liib hance is 
divided into eight equal fliarcs ; the child 
receives four of them ; the widow, one ; 

hanclfomc and lofty ftrxi(fture, with a large arched gate ; and 
feme pretend to diftingulili a profufion of gilding upon it. 
It is neceflTary to ohferve, that the whole is formed in a 
floping diie^ion, and that each court ha^ a confiderablc ac- 
clivity before i caching the entrance of the next, which len- 
ders the feite of the tomb itfeU, vci*)' elevated ; thefe entrance! 
arc all clofcd by little railed gates. Both the tomb, and the 
buildings appertaining to ir, are kept in very indifferent re- 
paii, and run to decay from day to day. This dcf iiption 
is dated in 1*722, and is inlciicd in ValeniynS wo'k, vol. 
IV. page 15 and 16; but though, in ihc lapfc of time, many 
things may h.ivc changed ihcir appciraiue, yetth. gund out* 
Jincsof this lh]|>enHousmommicntmuft!c nain the fame, and 
are well worthy the enquiiicsand examination of future tia- 
tellers. T. 
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and the brother, three. If the deceafed 
leave two, three, or four widows, then that 
lhare which is otherwife given to the one 
widow is divided, in equal portions, among 
all the claimants of the vidual inheritance, 
let the part that falls to each be ever fo 
Imall. If the deceafed have two, three, or 
more brothers, the fame is done with rc- 
ipeft to them, and the three-eighths which 
would have fallen to the lhare of one, is 
divided equally among them all, provided, 
however, that they be all fons of the fame 
father. 

Thefe laws, however, are lomctinies de- 
parted from, when circumftaiices afford in- 
ducements to favour one of the heirs more 
than the others. 

Thus, the high priefts of the provinces 
of Patty and "joana, certified to the refidcnt 
of "^oana^ that they had fixed the fliai'c of 
the widow of a man, who had died there, 
at one* third part of the whole injieritance, 
and had divided the remaining two-thirds 
into eight portions, one of which they like- 
wife adjudged to the widow, four to the 
daughter of the deceafed, and three to his 
brother; giving as a reafon for this de- 
parture 
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parture from the ufual mode, that the wife 
had, by her own diligence and induftry, 
gained the greateft part of the property thus 
left to be divided, and being therefore the 
occafion of the prolperity of the family, 
ought to be the greateft lharer in the divifion 
of the eftate. 

Thejavanefe arc, in general, well fliapcci, 
of a light brown colour, with black eyes and 
hair ; their eyes arc more funk in the head 
than is generally obfcrvc4 in the nations 
living fouth of the line ; they have flattilh 
Holes, and large mouths ; they are moftJy 
thin, yet mufcular ; a few corpulent men 
among them make no exception to this ge- 
neral defeription. The women, when young, 
have much foftcr features than the mc*n, 
but when they grow old imagination can 
not well conceive more hideous hags. 

The drefs of the men conlifts of a pair 
of linen breeches, which fcarccly reach half 
way down their thighs, and over this, they 
wear a fort of Ihirt, made of blue or black 
coarfc cotton cloth, which hangs loofe about 
them, down below the knees. The hair of 
the head is bound up in a handkerchief. In 
the form of a turban. 
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The drefs of the women confifts of a 
coarfe chintz cloth, wrapped twice round 
the body, and faftened under the breafts, 
hanging down to the midleg, or lower; 
over this they wear a little (hort jacket, 
which reaches to the waift : they have no 
covering to the head, but wear their hair 
bound in a fillet, and faftened at the back 
pari of the head with large pins : they 
fometimes adorn their hair with chaplets of 
flowers. 

Children, both boys and girls, often rim 
about entirely naked, till they are eight or 
nine years of age. 

What I have mentioned with refpeft to 
drefs, relates alone to the lower fort of Ja- 
vanefe ; the higher orders, and rich people, 
wear much more coftly garments. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER V. 


Batavia . — Its Situation, — Harbour, — Canals , — 
lyalls. — Cajlle, — HbuJeSy ^c, — Inhabitants, — 
Rrjcnues and Charges^ (3c, — Cbaralfer of the 
Inhabitants. — Mcde of Living, — Marriages, — 
Slaves. — Treatment of them, — Their Pajfton for 
gamhig — Not duly reftrained, 

BAfAVIA lies, according to the beft ob* 
fervations, in the fouth latitude of 6 ® 5 ', on 
the northern fliore of the empire of Jac^ 
catra, in the deepeft part of a bay which is 
formed by the points of Ontong, Java^ and 
Crawang ; from which points^ it lies, name- 
ly, from the former, about four Dutch 
miles foutheaft, and from the latter, about 
five miles fouthweft. Ten or twelve fmall 
iflands, at the diftance of from two to four 
leagues from the city, (belter the bay from 
N.w. to N. by E. from the fwell of the fca ; 
the road is between a quarter and half a 
league from the city. The ground, upon 
which the city is built, bears evident marks 

of 
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of having been left, or thrown up, by the 
fea ; as is the cafe with a great extent of 
the land fituated on each fide, the Ihore of 
which is almoft always foft mud, for a good 
way up, and which encreafes every year. 
Above, or to the fouth of the city, towards 
I'anabang and Wehnreeden, the ground rifes 
by degrees, and the foil becomes firmer and 
drier the nearer you ajiproach the moun- 
tains, which lie twelve or more Dutch miles 
inland. 

I have before mentioned, that re- 

ceives the greateft part of its water by the 
drain which has been made from tlic Se- 
dant, or river of Td/igerang ; but neither is 
this, nor the water of the other rivers, 
which, communicating with the Mooker- 
vaart, is brought to the city, added to the 
great river of Jaccatra, that runs through 
the middle of it, altogether nearly iufficient 
to give a proper degree of circulation to the 
inner and outer canals of the city, whereby 
moll of them have only one or two feet 
water in the good monfoon, or dry feafon ; 
and in the crofs-canals, there is no current 
whatfoever perceptible ; and it is very pro- 
bable, that, if no greater force of backwater 

can 
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can be brought to ad upon them, many of 
both the longitudinal and the crofs-canals 
will, ere long, run perfcdly dry. 

The form of the qity is an oblong fquare, 
longitudinally interfered by the great river. 
Its circumference, including the calllc, is 
about twelve hundred roods, or one Dutch 
mile ; the longeft fides, which lie in ‘the 
diredion of s. by e, and n. by w. arc about 
three hundred, and the fhortcll fidcs two 
hundred, roods in length. Befidcs the city- 
moats, which run entirely round, each di- 
vifion, on cither iide of the river, has two 
canals, running parallel with the longed 
. fidcs, and iiucrfetkd, at right angles, by 
icvcral crofs-canals. 

TIic city is furrounded by a wall of coral- 
rock, I'crving as a facing to the rampart 
behind it, which occupies but a very nar- 
row jpacc of ground in many places. It 
is defended by twenty or onc-and-twenty 
bafeion , if the greater part of them may 
be fo called, as they arc modly of a fquarc 
or Icmicircular fhape, projecting beyond the 
cui tains, which, with the wall itfelf, arc 
built nearly perpendicular, and arc in fo 
ruinous a condition, as to threaten to fall 
down every day, for which rcafon no ocher 
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cannon arc placed upon them but fuch as 
are very light, and intended only to fire ge- 
neral falutes. 

The caftle, which formerly lay by the 
fcafide, but which is now, by the con- 
tinual cncreafe of the mudbanks before it, 
full one hundred roods from the lb, ftands 
on the call bank of the river that divides 
the town into two parts ; it covers about 
two hundred roods of ground, and is a re- 
gular fquare fortrefs, with four baflions, built 
of rock-ftonc. For thefc regions it might 
be confidered as a tolerably ftrong fortifi- 
cation, were it not full of buildings withiii- 
fide, that muft obftru6t, if not render im- 
prafticablc, the defence of it. Kclidcs this, 
Governor (icneral van Lmhof has ren- 
dered it entirely iifclels as a citadel, by 
breaking clown the curtain which formcrlv 
conneded the two baftions, looking towards 
the city, in order to make a roomy efpla- 
nade before the government-houfe, and the 
other buildings in the caftle ; indcfenfiblc, 
therefore, on that fide, whoever is in pollcf- 
fion of the eaftern part of the city, is equally 
mailer of the caftle. 

I (hall not detain my readers with a further 
defeription of the city, as I have given fome 

particulars 
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particulars refpedting it in the account of 
my former voyage ; and many others have * 
publifhed more ample defcriptionsof it, which 
arc accurate enough to afford a tolerable good 
idea of the place, 

Bcfidcs the public buildings, the following 
number of houlcs, of all deferiptions, large 
and fmall, are found here, viz. 


in the city itfclf, .... 
in the foiithcrn fuburb, 
out ot the RaterJam or yf//yW-gatc, . . 

out of the tZ/rre^z-gate, 

ant) in the Chinefe campon, which may be 
confidcicil as a fuburb, 
fo that Batavm and its fuburbs, contain, in all, 5,770 houfes. » 


3,441 houfes 

559 

73a 

760 
»»277 


The 


^ We fiifpca a miftake in this ftatement, which feems 
copied, with a dirtcrcnce of looo houfes, from Valentyn’» 
account ; which is as follows: 


M tl.c c.ty 67H 1 itgc ) 
564 ^ 


Duf. ii houfrs 


997 Cli iiffc duty 

ao3 Dutch ditty, taunted by Chin«fv.— -In alJ 
and out of the city, 


.wiaclt 

large 

Imail 

Chinefe 

• tuUl. 

i.OUft't. 

Dutch ho. 

d.ittf. 

ditto. 


at the 6 

61 

Jlii 

3»9 ' 

559 

at tlx Dry/.gAtc, I 

7 

33 



at thr 5 

no 

501 

ic6 

73 > 

at lli.. Uirtthf-^Atf 0 

»7 

*35 

589 

75 * 

cy4i.!).tK.u c», 

. 
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IX 

3|6 

850 

1,240 

1,328 



in all, 

withvut the 

ciry, 


rotpj 4J7<, 

and 
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The number of the inhabitants were, in 
the year 1768, viz. 


European free merchants and women, . 1,652 perfoni* 

Native chriftians, 4>57* 

Slaves, 8,866 

all the fervants of the Company, exclufive 
of thofc who are upon the iflands of Oniujl, 

Edam^ See. and the other outpofts of Buia^ 
fyiaf 4,000 

total in the city and fuburbs, 19,089 perfons. 


Jt is further calculate i that, in the outer town, 
witliin the outpofts olAmjol, Ankit, Nmd- 
‘ivj', :^r\d Pv/ivykt as well in their campan 


js tlfcwhere, there are Chinefe, . . , 30,000 
n.Ujvc chriftians, oiitof the .-^//^oZ-gatc, . 10,000 

Moors out of the r///tr 7 »/*gate, .... 1,000 

[avanefc, difperfed in eighteen campons 
wulun the outpofts, 30,000 

making altogether the number of . 91 ,089 ^ 

Among 


and tlub account appeared to the gentlemen who were theic in 
1769, in the EnthiTouif to be greatly exaggetJtcd, erperially 
With n fpe(ft to the number of houfes within the walls. Hu v- 
sF.Rs ftates the number of houfesiii Batav a to be 3,500, but 
docs not add whether he includes the fuburbs. In 1778, there 
were, in the neighbourhood of Bataxnay fixty brickkilns, 
thirty-four tilekilns, eighteen limekilns, feven manufactories 
of earthen ware, twenty arrack diftillcrics, and aboutfeventy 
fugarniills. 7*. 

* From the more particular ftatements of Huvsers, we 
can form a better idea of the number of inhabitants, and the 
diverfity of nations, forming the population of this metro- 
polis of the caft. He informs us, that, in 1778, the numbered 

inhabitants 
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Among the abovemcntipncd Europeatis, 
arc likcwife comprehended the pofterity of* 

Europeans 

inhabitants of Batavia were as follow, viz. 468 Euro* 
pean burghers, 5,584 native eh riftiaos, 41873 mardykers, or 
manumitted flave« of all nations, 23,309 Chinefc, 289 Ain* 
boynefe, 278 Bandanefe, 96^1 Moors, 254 Gentoos, 1,85a Ma- 
hj-s, 344 Boutonncri, 1,983 MacalTcrs, 3,707 Bouginefe, 104 
Tintorefe, 189 Mandharefe, eighty-five Sumbauwers, 13,073 
Balicrs, 33,408 Javans, and 20,07a flaves; making, iif all, 
1 10,8 r6, exclufive of women and children, and of the Com- 
pany’s fervants. The Company’s rftablifliment of Eatttvta 
confified in 1776-1777 of 613 perfons in civil, and thirty- 
five in ccclefiafiical, employments, ninety-nine furgeons and 
afiifbnts, 125 belonging to the artillery, 875 Teamen and 
marines, 1,571 foldicrs, and 903 mechanics; in all, 4,221 Eu- 
ropeans, befides 703 natives in their fcrvicc. The important 
revenues arifing from the import and export duties, See. and 
the valuable piodui^^ions which the country around it alfords, 
might indiicc the fuppofilion, that uatavia^ or rather the 
colony of Jaccatta, for that is the account in the books of the 
Company, to which all that rtlates to Eatavia is carried, weic 
adequate to its own fuppoii ; yet this is far from being the 
cafe, Batavia is the metropolis of the Dutch Indian polTcf- 
fions; it is the feat of their government ; a large ganifon is 
conftantly maintained in it ; moft of the Company’s fliip* 
touch here, both outward and homeward-bound ; their 
cargoes arc landed and (hipped; all recruits are received, 
mainuined, and paid htre ; in fliort, almoft all the charges of 
the marine and military cfiablifiiment of the Company, art 
carried to the account of Batavia \ and it cannot, thcieforc, be 
but that a coniiderable balance mud appear every year againfl 
it. The famous Mossft, it is true, in his Mcmoriid of 
Economy, maintains, that Batavia might be rendered a fourct 
VOL. ill. C C 
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Europeans born here, and of thcfe, the moft 
confiderable number are women 

Both the free merchants, or burghers, and 
the Company’s fervants, who are natives of 
Europe, are compofed of all the different 
nations who inhabit that quarter of the globe. 
The fewe/i:, in number, are Dutch ; and the 
moft, Germans. 

of grfat revenue to the Company, even after defraying all 
thcfe charges. Taking, as a bafis, the books of the year 175a, 
he formed a calculatory ftatement, making the profits and re* 
venues of Batavia amount to /.j, 300, 000, and the charges to 
/a, 800, 000 per annum, leaving a yearly fuiplus of /. 500,000 
(about 45 i 45V- ftcrling). hut the books have not been 
clofcd fo favourably fincc hii time: in 1767, indeed, a 
favourable balance appeared of/.233,33o (about 21,212/.) ; 
but In the peaceful \ear 1779, the colle^Uvc receipts amounted 
10/1,8:0,327, and the charges to 72,384,9^0, or/.564,6o5 
(about 5i.327/*)» than the reieipts, which is vaftly dif- 
ferent from the calculations of Mossel, T , 

* There arc not many women at Baiaiia that were born in 
Europe, hut the white women, who arc by no means fcarcc, 
art defeendents from Euiopean parents, of the third or fourth 
gmeration, the gleanings of many families who have fuccef- 
lively become e.xtinff, in the male line; for it is certain, that, 
whatever be tliccaufe, this climate is not fo fatal to the ladies, 
a> to the other fex. The female Europeans, at Ua^uvia, fcldom 
expofe ihcmftlvesto the heat of the fun, make fiequent ufe of 
the cold bath, and live nuie tempi lately than th‘c men, which 
may be the reafons of their fuffci ing Id's from the iolalubrity 
of the clnratc. T. 


The 
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The various opinions and habits which 
have been imbibed, by the different modes of 
education, and manners of life, of fo many 
individuals, from fo many different countries, 
arc here all obliterated, or blended into the 
finglc paffion of amaffing riches, which feems 
to be “ their being’s end and aim” j and to 
attain this objedi, they leave no means un- 
tried that lie in their power. With whatever 
ideas of virtue or honefty, they may ftep on 
fhore, they can fcarcely be faid to have paffed 
the threfhold of their firft abode, before thofc 
unfuitable notions are difmiffed from their 
minds * ; there are very few who refift the 
temptations that affail them, and who do not 
deviate from the paths of integrity. And yet 
there arc very few who, although tlicy have 
facnficcd every conlideration, for the fake of 
the obje(51 of their unwearied pui fuit, attained 
the wifhed-for goal, and acquire fufficient 
wealth, to fatisfy their defire of riches ; dif- 

* OriNOTOM, > traveller of the laft eentury, relates as a 
eommon proverbial faying in hij time, that, » ihofe who 
“ fail from Europe to India, leave their confeiences on this 
“ fide of the Caf< j and in returning thence to Europe, they 
« leave their confeiences on the other fide of the So 

that, eacept in doubling the Cafi, an Eaft-lndian was not 
fuppolcd to have any coafcience at all. T 

C C 2 


appointed. 
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appointed, therefore, in their expeflationSf 
difeontented with their fituation, and diffatif- 
fied with themfelvcs, they fall into a ftate of, 
melancholy and dejedion, which, added to 
the influence of a noxious climate upon their 
health, and the want of their cullomary 
viands, exhaufts their animal fpirits, and 
renders them a prey to the death that alone 
extinguifhes their boundlcfs luft of wealth. 

Moft of the people who live here, and even 
many rich ones, who, it might be fuppofed, 
had attaiiicd the iummit of their wilhes, have 
Ibmething in their countenances expreflive of 
difeontent and dejeftion, and which feems a 
certain fign, that all is not right within. 
The climate, may, undoubtedly, contribute 
much to this appearance ; the animal fpirits 
do not flow in that free circulation, nor do 
the powers of the mind pofTcfs that ftrength 
and elafticity, which animate the human 
frame, and give energy to the exertions of 
the I'oul, in more temperate climes. I have 
experienced this mylelf ; and I liave found 
that I did not here poffefs that flow of fpirits, 
and chcarfulncfs of difpofition, which I was 
feldom without in other countries. This is 
not ail ; for, after a (hurt rcfidcncc in this 

debilitating 
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debilitating atmofphere, a ftatc of languor, 
and love of inaflivity, is foon feen to over- 
come all the aftivc powers of the mind, and, 
occafioning a total ncglcft of cxercifc, ruins 
the conftitution, and fuperinduces an abfolutc 
repugnance to every kind of occupation. 
The only refource for thofe who arc in this 
ftate of liftleflTnei?, approaching to torpidity, 
is, to feck for fome relief by company, and 
to endeavour to kill the heavy hours, as they 
pafs, in the moft frivolous manner : Imoak- 
ing of tobacco, a little unintcrefting and ufe- 
lefs converfation, drinking, and card-playing^ 
form thefum of their amufcmeiits ; and hav- 
ing, in this manner, fpent the day and part of 
the night, they rife the next morning, utterly 
at a lofs how to pafs the many tedious hours 
of the day they enter upon ; and devoid of all 
inclination for reading, either for amufement 
or inftrudkion, they are compelled to go the 
fame dull round, and are only felicitous to 
make choice of fuch ways of killing time, as 
interfere the leafl: with their beloved ftatc of 
motionlcfs repofe. 

That happy focial intcrcourfc, tempered 
by friend (hip, and foftened by love, which Is 
the rcfult of a rational nuptial connedlion, is 
c c 3 litU« 
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little fccii or known here* Moft marriages 
are made with the fordid views of obtaining 
riches, or fccuring preferment ; and the few 
matrimonial engagements, that arc entered 
into on account of perfonal qualifications, 
afford inftances of alienation in a very Ihort 
time after the hymenial knot has been tied : 
this is greatly caufed by tfce erroneous edu- 
cation which parents here give to their chil- 
dren, but more efpecially to their daughters, 
I have, in the account of my former voyage, 
enlarged on this fubjed, and likewife refpeft- 
ing the manner of living, difpofition, drefs, 
&c. of the Europeans of Batavia^ both men 
and women, and it is therefore fuperfluous 
for me to fay more,* on thofe points, in this 
place. 

There is another clrcumftance, which docs 
not a little contribute to render the domcftlc 
lives of the inhabitants of Batavia difagree- 
able, or unhappy; this is the fervicc of 
flaves ; which, as no European fervants can 
be procured, or are allowed to be kept, has 
become a neceflary evil. Every year full 
three thoufand of both fexes are brought to 
Batavia^ as well from the coaft of Malabar^ 
Bengali SumatrCi and other parts, as from 

Celebes ; 
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Cdebes ; from which laft place, however, the 
greateft number arc imported. A duty of 
twelve rixdollars * per head, is paid upon 
all flaves who enter Batavia for the (nil time, 
excepting upon thofc, who are brought by 
the commanders of velTcls, from the places 
where the flaves come from, on their own 
account ; and whifh, with refpeft to the 
fhips coming from Celebes or Macajj'er^ is 
fixed to the number of twelve flaves, who 
arc permitted to be brought at one time, 
without paying any duty upon them. 

They are employed in every kind of do- 
meftic and menial fervicc, in which they arc 
inftrufled by thofc who have been longer in 
the family, or have had opportunities of im- 
provement ; and they become, in time, good 
cooks, taylors, coachmen, &c. and do not 
yield, in their acquired qualifications, to the 
beft of European fervants. They experience, 
in general, better ulage, at the hands of their 
mafters, than what the negro flaves in the 
Weft-Indies meet with from the colonifts ; 
although inftances fometimes likewife occur 
here, of barbarity and inhumanity in the 

* About /orty-feven fltiliings ftcrling. T, 

c c 4 treatment 
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treatment of them : but thefe are not fre- 
quent, and thofe who are guilty of fiich con- 
dii 61 , feldom fail of meeting their due reward, 
and are generally murdered, or poiloned, by 
their exafperated (laves ; or elfe the flaves run 
away from their mafters, who thereby lofe 
a valuable property, and are puniflied in 
thc^r purfes. When tfie flaves are well 
treated, they polfcfs fidelity enough, and con- 
fidence may be repofed in them, provided 
they do not carry their palfion for gaming, 
to which they arc exceedingly addided, to 
cxcefs; for if they have once abandoned 
themfclves to this infatuating vice, they not 
only play till they lofc all they may have of 
their own, but likewife all they can lay their 
hands on belonging to their mafters, continu- 
ally flattering thcmfelvcs with the idle hope 
of retrieving their former Ioffes by a lucky 
throw of the dice ^ in which they are, gene- 
rally, mifcrably deceived ; for the Chiiiefe, 
who are here accuftomed to keep gaming- 
houfes, and among other games of hazard, 
one denominated top-tables, are too great 
adepts in the art, and much too ciinning for 
the poor flaves, to allow of their regaining 
what they may have loft. 


It 
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It cannot cafily be conceived why the (u- 
preme government do not put a flop to thefc 
baneful proceedings, by prohibiting, or de- 
ftroying, thofe dangerous haunts of gameftcit 
and (harpers, which are the caufes of the 
fedui^Iion and ruin of the largcft part of the 
flaves in the city ; for it is the officers of 
jufticc of the munifipal government, that 
fare the beft by them, receiving from the 
keepers of the gamlng-houfcs, a monthly 
confidcration for their proteftion and con^ 
nivance'^; whence it happens, that thefc 
officers will never receive, or attend, to 
any complaints, wdiicli may be made to 
them of the fedu^lioii of tlic Haves, on the 
part of their owners : even the confcirion of 
the Have himfclf, who has loH all his own, 
and his maftcr’s property that he could get 
at, and the teftimony of the mailer, who 
has found his (lave at the gaming-table, do not 
fuffice to procure the convidlion or punKh* 
meiit of the Chinefe, if the*Iatter merely 

* Thf officers, who have the controul over the Chinefe 
gaining-houfes, arc required to pay to the Company, as a 
confidcration for the profits thty make by them, a monthly 
contribution of 3,100 lixdoUau, oiupwaidsofjf.8000 ftciling 
per oiinum* T. 


pcrflils 
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pcrfifb In fwcaring that he never faw the 
flave in his houfe : ‘‘ I can do nothing in the 
bufmefs ; the Chinefe, you hear, denies it,** 
is the only anfwer, and the only fatisfaftion, 
that can, in fuch cafes, be obtained from 
the executor of the law, as I have myfelf ex- 
perienced. 

What, however, is the moft difagrecabic 
cifcumftance attending a rcfidence at Bata- 
viaj is the infalubrity of the climate, and 
the great degree of morjality which prevails 
there, cfpecially among tranfient vifitors, or 
people that firft arrive ; this is apparent to 
fuch a degree, "that the Englilh, who circum- 
navigated the globe (1768-1^70), and had 
experienced almoft every viciflitude of cli- 
mate, declared that Batavia was not only 
the moft unhealthy place they had feen, but 
that this circumftance was a fufficient defence 
or prefervative againft any hoftilc attempts, 
as the troops of no nation would be able to 
withftand, nm would any people in their 
fenfes, without abfolute ncceflity, venture 
to encounter this peftilential atmofphere. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Cau/tt of the Unbeallbine/s of Batavia.— A f«/. 
hmh thrown up by the Sea.— Morajfts.— Farm- 
liarity of the Inhabitants with Difeafe and Death. 
—Want of Circulation in the Canals.— DefeHei 
and untenanted Houfes. -^Depreciation in the Value 
of lloufes.— Other Caufes, originating in Europe, 
applied to explain the great Mortality at Bata- 
via. — Periods when the Number of Deaths fuc- 
ceffively encretfed. — Regijier of the Deaths in the 
Ilojpitals, Idc. — Comparative and calculatory Stat^ 
ment rejpeaing the Number of Men loft by the 
Company every Year. 


Sound reafon, and the united experience 
ef ages, have incontrovertibly demonftrated, 
that low, fwampy land, fuch as has been 
abandoned, or thrown up, by the waves of 
the fca, and countries overgrown with trees 
and underwood, arc all extremely unhealthy, 
and frequently fatal, to the greateft propor- 
tion of their inhabitants. And the infalu- 
brity of the air has been found to augment, 
or decrcafc, in proportion as the habitations 
of mankind have been placed nearer to, or 

farther 
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farther from, moraffes, or ftagnant waters, 
or woods, which, bj their fwoximity, pre- 
vent the noxious exhalations from being 
diflipated by a free circulation of air. 

. All thefe caufes of difeafe and death com- 
bine, in a greater on Icfs degree, their bane- 
ful influence, to render Batavia one of the 
moft unwholefomc ipots upon the face of 
the globe. 

They make their appearance throughout 
all the neighbouring foreland ; and from the 
point of Ontong Java^ on one fide, to two 
leagues beyond Ansjoly on the other, where 
the firm fandy beach commences, a difmal 
fucceffion of (linking mudbanks, filthy bogs, 
and ftagnant pools, announce to more fenfes 
than one, the poifonous nature of this dread- 
ful climate. 

Along this (horc, the fca throws up all 
manner of filth, (lime, mollufca, dead fi(h, 
mud, and weeds, which, putrifying with the 
utmoft rapidity, by the extreme degree of 
fieat, load and infeft the air with their of- 
fcnfive miafmata. This aggregation of mud 
and putrifkdion, receives a more peculiar 
cncrcafe during the bad or weft monlbon, 
dian at another time ; and the conftant pro- 
longation 
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Iqiigatlon of the pierheads of the rivef^ 
contributes alfo a lhare towards this accre^ 
tion. The mudbanks, thus recently thrown 
up, arc fbon covered with fuch bufties and 
(hrubs as arc proper to moraifes, whereby 
frefh fupplics of mud and filth are caught 
and retained, and the accretion and noxious 
exhalations are augmented and ftrengthened^ 
^while the northweft winds convey the wholii 
of the putrid effluvia to the city. 

Near Batavia are likewife found feveral 
very low trads, efpecially to the weft of the 
city, which, although they lie far enough 
from the fea, not to be fubjed to be inundated 
by it, yet, by the continual and licavy rains 
which fall in that fcafoa of the year, often 
ftand under water ; and even include in their 
circuit, fwamps covered with high trees, 
which augment the corruption of the atmof- 
phere, by their fouleft vapours 

All 

^ It is not Hrangc that the inhabitants of fuch a country 
lliould be familiar with difeafe and death. Preventive medi* 
cincs arc taken almoft as regularly as food, and every body 
experts the returns of (icknefs, as we do the feafons of the 
year. In the words of a late intelligent and polifhed travel- 
ler, ** the European fettlers at Baiavia commonly Ippetr wan, 
** weak, and languid ; as if labouring with the * difeafe of 
** death.* Their place of relideoce, indeed, ia fituitei 

in 
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All this would, alone, be fufficient to render 
Batdvia a moft unwholcfome place of abode, 

and 

in thf midft of fwamps and flagnated pools, whence they 
** arc every morning faiuttd with ‘ a congregation of foul and 
** peftilential vapours,* whenever the fea-breeze fets in, and 
•* blows over this morafs. The meridian fun raifes from the 
(hallow and muddy canals, with which the town is intcr- 
fci^ed. deleterious miafmata into the air ; and the trees, 
with which the quays and ftretts arc crouded, emit noxious 
** exhalations in the night. There arc few examples of 
“ ftrangers remaining in Batavia long, without being at- 
“ tacked by fever, which is the general denomination, in 
“ that place, for illnefsof every kind. The diforder, at firft, 
“ is commonly a tertian ague, wliich, after two or three pa- 
*' roxyfms, becomes a double tertian, and then a continued 
remittent, that frequently carries off the patient in a (bort 
" time. The Peruvian bark is feldom preferibed in any 
** ftage of the difeafe; or is given in fuch fmall quantities, as 
** to be prodti^ive of little benefit. The chief, or rather tlie 
** foie, medicine adminifterrd, is a folution of camphor in 
** fpirit of wine. The practitioners of phyfic, at Batavia, 
where the prefence of the moft flcilfnl certainly is neceifary, 
** not having had the advantages of a medical education, are 
** fatisfied, as to theory, with confidcring the nature of the 
“ fever as being to rot and corrupt the human frame ; and, 
** as to practice, that camphor being the moft powerful anti- 
feptic known, it is proper to truft to it, by a rule more 
Ample even than Moliere’s, and to exhibit it in every 
variety and period of the complaint. The intermittent 
“ fever docs not, however, always prove fatal; bnt conti- 
** nucs, in fome inftanccs, even for many yean; and the pa- 
** tient becomes fo familiarized to it, as fcarccly to think it a 
** difeafe, attending, in the intervals of its attack, to his 

affairs 
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and the mortality greater here, than at any 
other fpot of the Cmnpany’s pofieffions; 
but to thefe, more than adequate caufes, 
which occur in the environs and fituation of 
the city, may be added another no lefs pre- 
judicial, namely, the prefent interior ftate of 
the town itfelf, whereby the deftrudlivc un- 
healthinefs of the climate is carried to tjic 
very pinnacle of corruption. 

^ affiiirs, and mixing in focicty. A gentleman in that pre- 
dicament, converGng upon the nature of the climate, ob- 
“ ferved, that, in fa£t, it was fatal to vaft number! of Euro* 
pcans who came to fettle there ; that he loft many of hit 
friendi every year; but, for his part, he enjoyed excellent 
health. Soon after, he called for a napkin to wipe hig 
“ forehead, adding, that this was his fever-day ; he had a 
“ fliocking fit that morning, and ftill «x)ntinucd to perfpire 
** profufely. Upon being reminded of his late alTcrtion of 
being always healthy, he replied, he was fo, with cxcep- 
tion of thofe fits, which did not prevent hkn from being 
“ generally very well ; that he was confeious they would dc* 
flroy him by degrees, were he to remain in the country long, 
“ but that be hoped his affairs would enable him to leave it 
“ before that event was likely to take place. It is fuppofed, 
“ that of the Europeans of all claffcs, who come to fettle in 
“ Batavia, not always Iialf the number furvivc the year. 
“ The place refemWes, in that refpea, a field of battle, or a 
“ town befieged. The frequency of deaths renden familiar 
“ the mention of them, and little figns arc Ihcwn of emotion 
and furprife, on hearing that the companion of yefterday is 
« to-day no more.'" When an acquaintance is faid to be 
dead, the common reply is, « WeU, he owed me nothing," 
or 1 rouft get my money of bit executors," r. 
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Two principal caufes are to be met with 
within the city, and a great part of its in- 
falubrity is, in my opinion, to be aferibed to 
them, namely, the little circulation of water 
in the canals which interfeft it, and the 
diminution of the number of its inhabitants. 
The former is occafioned by the river, which 
formerly conveyed mo.'l of its water to the 
city, being now greatly weakened by the 
drain, which has been dug, called the Slok- 
haan, which receives its water from the high 
land, and carries it away from the city, fo 
that many of the canals run almoft dry, in 
the good monfoon *. The latter derives its 

origin 

* The flagnant canals, in ihc dry feafon, eahale an intoler- 
able llench, and the trees, planted along them, impede the 
eourfe of the air, by which, in feme degree, the putrid efflueia 
would be dilSpated. In the wet feafon the inconvenience is 
equal, for then thefe refervoirs of corrupted water overflow 
their banks in the lower part of the town, and fill the lower 
ftories of the houfes, where they leave behind them an incon- 
ceivable quantity of (lime and filth : yet thefe canals are 
fometimes cleaned ; but the cleaning of them is fo managed, 
at to become as great a nuifance as the foulnefs of the water j 
for the black mud that is taken from the bottom is fuffered to 
lie upon the banks, that is. in the middle of the ftreet, till it 
has acquired a fulGcient degree of hardnefs to be made the 
lading of a boat, and carried away. At this mudconCfts 
chiefly of human ordure, which is regularly thrown into the 

canal. 
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origin from the decay of trade, which was 
formerly fo flourifhing in this place, that 
there ufcd to be fcarcely a poffibility of pro- 
curing a houfe within the walls of the city j 
at prefent, on the contrary, thofe houfes 
in which anciently the greateft merchants 
dwelt, their eountinghoufes, where they 
carried on their bunnsfs, and the warehoufes, 
which received their immenfe ftocks of mtr- 
chandize, are now either defcrted and un- 
tenantcd, or changed into ftables, or coach- 
houfes. The ruined (quare, the Lepel, or 
Spoon-ftrect, and other parts of the lower 
town, afford the moft vifible teflimony of 
this decay. 

The buildings remaining thus uninhabit- 
ed, and uncleanfed, fpeedily contrad, in this 
low, warm, and roarfhy place, an infedious 
and foul air, and contaminate even the houfes 
that are adjoining; and that this both caufes 

canals every morning, there fcarcely being a nccelTary- 
houfc in the whole town, it poifons the air, while it is drying, 
to a confidcrablc extent. Even the running ftreams become 
nuifanccs in their turn, by the negligence of the people \ for 
every now and then a dead hog, or a dead horfe, is flranded 
upon the iballow parts, and it being the bufinefa of no par- 
ticular perfon to remove the nuifance, it is negligently left to 
time and accident. T» 
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and augments the unhealthinefs of the place, 
is evident from the clrcumftancc, that the 
mortality is greater in the lower town, or on 
the north fide, than in the other parts of the 
city that arc more fully inhabited. 

The caftlc, which is now efteemed the 
moft unhealthy part of the whole place, ufed, 
thirty and more years* ago, not to be more 
fo than any other fpot around it; but at 
that time the buildings in it, which are ap- 
propriated for the governor general, and for 
the firft fervants of the Company, were in- 
habited by them ; thefc ilaiid at prefent 
empty, are negleftcd, choaked with dirt, 
and ninning to decay: the poor office-clerks, 
who have not the means of procuring an- 
other abode, and are compelled, therefore, to 
dwell in thulc buildings erefted for them in 
the caftle, arc the vitlims. I'he military, 
who are, for the moll part, quartered in the 
barracks built for them, and the people be- 
longing to the marine department, who 
rclide upon, or near, the admiralty-wharf, 
which is oppofitc to the caftic, are no Icfs 
expofed. 

Mofl people, not fatisfied with having left 
the lower town, in order to go and live 

higher 
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higher up, have abandoned the city alto- 
gether, and rcfide in gardens without the 
walls and as far removed from the town, 
as their circumftances, or the employments 
which they have to attend to in the city, 
will allow them ; letting their houfes in the 
city ftand empty, or occupying them only for 
a /hort time of the year, and no longer than 
is abfolutely neceffary. This goes on en- 
creafing from year to year, and will proba- 
bly, in the lapfe of time, produce the total 
abandonment and ruin of Batavia. The 
amazing depreciation in the value of houfes, 
is but too clear a proof of this all'ertion : 
fuch as twenty-five or thirty years ago, fold 

* The Dutch, who arc fo fond of gardens in Holland, 
have transferred that taftc, where it can, certainly, be cul- 
tivated with more fuccefs, and indulge it to a great extent, at 
their houfes a little Uom Batavia \ but dill within that 
fenny didrift, concerning which, an intelligent gentleman on 
the fpot ufed the drong cxprefEon, that the air was pedilcn- 
tial, and the wafer poifonous. Yet the country is every where 
fo verdapt, gay, and fertile; it is inteifpcrfcd with fuch mag- 
nificent houfes, gardens, avenues, canals, and drawbiidges; 
and is fo formed in every refpeft to plcafe the eye, could health 
be preferved in it, that a youth coming jud from fea, and en- 
raptured with the beauty of every objeft he faw around him, 
but mindful of the danger there to life, could not help ex- 
claiming, ** What an excellent habitation it would be for 
** immortals!’’ T. 
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for fixtccn hujidred, or two thoufand rixdoU 
lars, would not, when I was laft there, fetch, 
at moft, one quarter of that fum. 

I have here pointed out the chief caufes 
of the greater inialiibrity of Batavia^ than 
any other place under the fame {wallels. 
But yet I think it wrong to aferibe folely to 
thelc the amazing mortality among the Eu- 
ropeans who come hither. There are other 
caufes, which are iiulepcndent of Batavia 
and its climate, which contribute greatly to 
this mortality. Thefe I Oioiild chiefly con- 
fulcr as originating in Europe, fince it is cer- 
tain, that the lupplies of men arriving in the 
Indies from Europe, have not, for Icvcral 
years pafi:, been found to bring with them 
thofe healthy conftitutions, which they did 
half a century ago. The continual cncreaf- 
ing dearnefs of provilions in Europe, fince 
the year 1740, has, as is naturally the cafe, 
moft afFcfted the loweft clafTcs of fociety, 
w ho have, in confequcncc, been obliged to 
take up 'with coarfer and Icfs nourifhing 
food, which muft undeniably have a propor- 
tionate prejudicial cfFeft upon their animal 
frame. Thefe, for no other fort of people, 
a very few excepted, take fcrvice with the 

Company, 
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Company, when conveyed on board of the 
^ ftips, deteriorate their conftitutions, which 
have been already fundamentally fliaken, by 
the hardfhips which accompany a fea life, 
the clofe and narrow places where they arc 
lodged, and the melancholy with which moft 
of them arc altacked^ on account of leaving 
their natiye country. ♦ 

Arriving thus at Batavia^ the moft un- 
wholefome fpot that could be pitched on, 
with a broken conftitution, which has re- 
ceived new (hocks from their Jong voyage, 
it can fcarcely be expelled, when to this 
is added, a fcanty and infipid diet, to which 
they are unaccuftomed, confining of rice 
and fome dried filh, together with the ex- 
treme .plenty and cheapuefs of fruit, and the 
eafy accefs to ftrong liquors, that thev ftiould 
long furvive the fatal moment when they 
firft fet foot on this dangerous (horc. This 
is fo far as it regards thofe who have en- 
gaged as foldicrs. 

But it is not only from the military, that 
the muftcr-rolls of death are fwcllcd : the 
fame mortality likewife takes place among 
the feafaring part of the Company’s fervanrs ; 
yet the above is not fo much, in every le- 
D D 3 jpeft, 
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fpcft, applicable to thofc who are really 
fcamcn, and having from their youth been 
bred up to the profefTion, have, in general, 
fubfifted upon better food, and have acquired 
a more hardy temperament, but, with rc» 
fpeft to thofc who are merely nominal failors, 
and who have never before flood upon a 
dedc, who conflitute the greatefl number of ' 
the mariners in the employ of the Company, 
thefe, I fay, muft be looked upon as on an 
equality with the foldiers. 

I’hus, when it is faid that the mortality 
is general, both in the military and marine 
departments of the Company’s cflablifli- 
ment, it muft be confidcred, that the greatefl 
number of the individuals engaged in the 
Ica-fefvice, confift of fuch as differ from the 
military, upon their firfl coming on board, 
in nothing than in name. Many years ago, 
a fufficient number of able feamen could be 
procured, not to be compelled to have re- 
courfc to landfmen for filling up a (hip’s 
complement; but, ever fince the year 1740, 
the many naval wars, the great encreafe of 
trade and navigation, particularly in many 
countries, where formerly thefe purfuits were 
little attended to, and the confequent great 

and 
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and continual demands for able feamen, both 
for jfhips of war, and for merchantmen, 
have fo conliderably diminiflied the fupply 
of them, that, in our own country, where 
there formerly ufed to be a great abundance 
of mariners, it is now, with great difficulty 
and expence, that any vefTcl can procure a 
proper number of able hands to navigate 
her. 

Many people, who have never vifitcd the 
countries between the tropics, and are too 
apt to credit the mifreprefentations of tra* 
vellcrs, have been led to believe, that cxcef- 
live heat is the caufe of the unhealthinefs of 
Batavia ; but the healthinefs of many other 
countries, where the fame degree of heat 
prevails, is proof enough of the contrary. 
At Suratj and in Bengal^ which are efteemed 
the moft falubrious parts of India, I have 
more than once found the thermometer of 
Fahrenheit rife above loo® in the months 
of March and April, while at Batavia I have 
feldom fecn it higher than 90^, and gene- 
rally below that point ; which is a degree of 
heat that is not unufual even in our own 
country : and this is moreover confidcrably 
mitigated by the refreftiing land and Tea- 
D D 4 breezes, 
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breezes, returning alternately at ftated hours 
in regular rotation; the fca-brceze begins 
about eleven o’clock in the forenoon, and 
blows the ftrongeft from two to five o’clock 
in the afternoon, while at eight or nine 
o’clock in the evening, the land-wind com- 
mences, and continues throughout the night, 
and till feven or eight o’clock in the morn- 
ing. 

The intermediate calms, however, taking 
place before thefe breezes relieve each other, 
are not wholeibme. The ftagnation of the 
atmofphcre at thofe times, and efpecially iu 
the evening, befoie the land-wind begins to 
blow, and when the vapours exhaled during 
the heat of the day hang low over the earth, 
is hurtful to refpiration, and the evening-air 
is, in confequence, more efpecially pernicious 
at Batavia. Yet many of the inhabitants 
are, neverthelefs, accuftomed to fit out of 
doors in the evening, becaufe the warmth 
within furpafles that without. 

There may, perhaps, be other caufes, bc- 
fidcs the various difadvantageous circum- 
llances attending the local fituation and ac- 
tual Hate of the city, above adduced, which 
may give occafion to the prevailing difbrder 

and 
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and great degree of mortality that have, ^ 
thefe many years paft, been pbferved at 
Batavia, and which arc either not yet diG. 
covered, or cannot be pointed out with luf- 
ficient accuracy o^proof; for this is certain, 
that many of the circumdapees here enu- 
merated, were in exifteuce at thofc times, 
when the city was not reckoned a more un- 
healthy place of abode tl)an any other, flo- 
ated under the fame climate. 

An unufual degree of mortality firft made 
its appearance in the year 1733, and in that, 
and the five following years, the deaths 
amounted annually to more than two thou- * 
fand among the free merchants, or burghers, 
and Company’s fervants, and ful^ fifteen 
hundred (laves befides. 

From 1739 to 1743, the mortality was 
not quite fo great ; for I find that, in thole 
five years, no more than five thouland fivf 
hundred and fixty-two of the Company’^ 
fervants, died in the hofpitals, whereas thf 
number amounted* in the preceding fivf 
years, to eight thoujand two hundred and 
eighty-fix; but it afterwards encr/^ed pgain, 
fo that from 1744 to 1771, thp dpatl^ 
in the hofpitals alone (into which, by the 

bye, 
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bye, no others 'are admitted than fuch as are 
in the Company’s fervice, and of thefe only 
the common foldiers and Tailors, who have 
not money to provide themfelves with better 
accommodation, are the only perfons who 
avail of them) amounted in number, to 
forty>eight thoufand and thirty-lix. In the 
year 1769 alone, there died, both in the 
hofpitals and out of them : 

2,434 Company’s fervants, 

164 burghers, 

681 native chriftians, 

833 Mahomedans, 

1,331 flaves, and 
1,003 Chinefe. 

6,446 together. 

And of the latter the number may at leaft be 
augmented by one>third, as To much may 
be taken for the deaths that are concealed, 
in order to avoid payment of the tax impofed 
upon funerals; and the numbers mentioned 
above, are only fuch as have been declared. 

The dead, in the hofpitals, amounted, 
from the beginning of July, 1775, to the 

end 
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end of July, 1776, to the number of twp 
thou^d five hundred and ninety-five*. 

On 

^ The following li a corrcfSl lift of the numbers that have 
died in the hofpitals at Batavia, from the year 17x4 to 
1776, viz. 

Year Dead Tcar^ Dead Year Dead 

1714 459 1735 1568 175^ * 4*7 

1713 469 1736 1374 *757 * 44 * 

* 7*^5 453 X 737 *993 * 75 ^ *^ 3 * 

* 7*7 494 * 73 ® * 77 ^ *759 *337 

1718 5yi 1739 998 * 7 ^ * 3*7 

* 1719 660 1740 1134 * 7 ^* *0^^ 

1720 750 1741 1073 *7^» * 39 <> 

1721 614 1742 1083 17^3 *75<> 

1733 730 1743 1383 1764 *757 

* 7*3 ^57 *744 *595 * 7 <J »5 *754 

* 7*4 7 ^ * 74.5 *^04 * 7 ^^ *®39 

* 7*5 9*5 * 74 ^ i 5^‘5 ' 7^7 ^404 

172(5 904 1747 j88i 1768 1855 

1727 676 1748 1261 1769 174^ 

1728 6^6 . 1749 *47® '770 3434 

1729 626 ♦ 17^0 2035 1771 2480 

17J0 671 1751 1969 1772 2066 

1731 780 1752 1601 1773 **®7 

I7J2 781 i7«;j iO'i8 1774 1957 

1733 ***'^ *754 * 5*7 *775 * 7 ®® 

1734 1375 *755 »*09 > 77 ^ 2877 

It was in 1733, that canals were chiefty begun to be dug 
around Batavia, by which the water was diverted from taking 
its courfe through the city, and from that time, the number 
of dead has conftantly encreafed. In 1744, a fecond hofpital 
was erefled by Governor van Imnovv, and in order to defray 
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On making a comparlfon between the 
number of deaths, and the remaining fer- 
vants of the Company, at Batavia^ and thofc 
at the other fettlements, it appears, that out 
of five thoufand four hundred and ninety 
Europeans, who were prefent at Batavia, 
according to the annual mufter, on the 30th 
of June, 1 768 (of which number, however, 
one thoufand three hundred and thirty«cighr, 
were patients in the hofpitals), two thoufand 
four hundred and thirty-four died in the 
fpacc of the enfuing twelve months: and 
that the number of the Company’s fervants, 
at all the out-fcttlemcnts, was found equally, 
on the laft day of June of the fame year, 


the fxpencci, the regulation introauccc^ in both hofpitali, 
tha^thc wages of alt the fick who were admitted into them, 
fliould be withheld from them, while they were under cure, 
and applied to the benefit of the indiliitbns, whcRce, it Is faid, 
many more patients died from the chagrin this regulation 
cauied thcn\; and we accordingly fee that that, and the fuccced* 
uig years, arc marked with a greater mort;ility than l)eforc. 
In 1761, they began to flow in the hofpital, without the city, 
more fick people than the two hundred convalcfccnts, who were 
fonncrly attended ttfcrcj^aml the years immediately following, 
ihew another period of cncreafe. In 177^ an hofiiital fliip 
was \M up in the raid, in confequence of which, as well in 
that as in the next year, the number of dead was greater than 
ever. 


according 
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according to inuftcr, to amount to fourteen 
thoufand four hundred and feventy Euro- 
peans; of whom, one thoufand fix hundred 
and thirty-feven died in the year following : 
whence it appears, that the proportion of the 
dead to the living, is, at Batavia, as twelve 
to twenty-feven, which is almoft one-half, 
and at the out-fettlements, as eleven, to 
one hundred, or fomething lefs than one- 
ninth. The Company, therefore, lofe, in 
general, every year, one fixth part* of 
their fervants. And they experienced a lofs, 
in the. fame proportion, during the fame 
period of twelve months, upon the crews of 
thirty-feven fhips navigating in India ; and 
of the crews of twenty-feven fh ps that 
failed from Europe, in 1768-1769, which 
altogether amounted, by their mufter-rolls, 
to five thoufand nine hundred and feventy- 
one hands, the number of dead was nine 
hundred and fifty-nine, which is equally very 
near to one in fix. 

This comparifon may certainly appear 

» If out of 5,490 at there < 3 icd 2454 

and out of 14,470 at the (nit-fa£bric8 . i, 6 ^y 

then out of 19,960. the whole number • 4,07 1 ia one 
year, which U full one*fifth, inilead of oae*iixth, f. 
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In different lights in different years, but not 
fo much fo, but that this calculation may in 
general be taken for what has, for feveral 
years paft, been the refult that has been an- 
nually’ experienced. 

Even if no wars occur, by which the 
number of thofe in the pay of the Company 
may be diminiflied, the extraordinary mor- 
tality above ftated, is alone fufficient en- 
tirely to depopulate, in time, the Company’s 
fettlements ; for, fuppofing that all the Com- 
pany’s European fervants in the Indies, in- 
cluding thofe in the civil, and in the mili- 
tary departments, together with the crews 
of thirty-feven fliips employed in the coun- 
try-trade, each taken at one hundred and 
fixty-fivc men, amount, together, to twenty- 
lix thoufand ; of thefe, one fixth part annu- 
ally die off, is 4,333 

And, fuj)pofing that Batavia receives 
an annual reinforcement from Hol- 
land, by twciity-fcvcn fliips, each 
calculated at two hundred and fifty 

men, of 6,750 

from which muff be deduc- 
ed, for each (hip, returning 
to Europe, and carrying 


back, 
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back, upon an average, one 
hundred and fifteen men a* 
piece, for twenty-four fliips 2,76 


(4.334) 


Remain at Batavia 3,990 


343 

fo that the fupply fails fhort every year, at 
Icaft, three hundred and forty-three mcjii 
This is not, however, an infurmountablc 
annual deficiency 1 it might be overcome, 
and the lofs of men would not appear fo vi- 
fible, were the fupply of people from Eu- 
rope more regular, and were it but main- 
tained upon the footing which I have dated; 
but how often docs it not happen, that, in 
the room of two hundred and fifty men, as 
I have fuppofed to be brought by each fhip, 
fcarcely two hundred, and even lefs, arrive 
at Batavia f There have even been years, 

* From the lall note, it appean, that this calculation (hould be 
formed by taking onc-fifth of the landmen, and onc-fixth of 
the feamcn, in the Corapan/s Indian fervice, or, out of 
about 20,000 landmen, 4,000 dead 
and out of about 6,000 feamcn, j,ooo 
thus making the yearly lofs by death, about 5000, inftcad of 
4,333} and the fupply being only 3,990, the annual defici- 
ency is about 1000, inlicad of only 343 . T. 

not 
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hot fince, tliat out of upwards of eight 
thoufand hands, Ihippfed in the fpace of one 
twelvehnonth, by the outwardbound India- 
fhips, riot four thoufand have reached Bata- 
vitti in which years, the Company’s Indian 
lettlcihents have accordingly experienced an 
annual defalcation of three thoufand men. 
And vi'hen to this is ftperadded the cafual- 
ties of war, fuch as the Company are at pre- 
fent engaged in, hi the ifland of Ctlehes, and 
on the coaft of Malabar, together with the 
difficulty of railing the complement of men 
in Hollahd, to be able to fend out the Ihips 
at their proper time, duly manned, the dif- 
mal afpeft of the Company’s prefent fitua- 
tion Will not requite a more convincing 
proof. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


Gentyal Review of the Decline in fye Cmpanfs /if 
fairs. — Rccapitulalion of the Receipts and Expen* 
diture of each Settlement, — General Statement y idc, 
— Reflections on the Decayed State of the 'Cm* 
pany *, 

Were the profperity of the Eaft-India 
Company onjy in a llate of decline, from 
the circucnftanccs wc have mentioned, hopes 
might be entertained of relief and reftora- 
tion. A fortunate chance of war, or a 
favourable peace in Europe, might afford 
fufficient opportunities of engaging meu 

enough 


* Ai this chapter is devoted to a general confideration of 
the affairs of the Company, it may not be amifs to infert 
here, a recapitulation of the receipts and expenditure of .ij) 
the cffabliftimcnti of the Dutch Eaft-India Company i the for- 
nitr, comprizing ihtir territorial revenues, and proHts upon 
thcfountry.iradc ; and the latter, ail the cxpcnccs of each efta- 
blilhmtnt per yr, taken from the booki of the year 1779, 
that is, from the firft of September, 1778, to the 31ft of 
Auguff, 1779 : the order in which the enablifhmcnts are 
placed, is that in which they arc arranged in the books of 
VOL. III. E E the 
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enough to fupply, in a very ample manner, 
the deficiency of people now laboured un- 


d^f. 


But 


tht Company, and wt have diflinguiibed thofe aSuaily 
kno .vn to be in the bands of the Englilh l>y thf mark f . 

Charges. Expendifure. 


JaccatfOy inrluding Batavia /. 1 , 820, 317 /• 2 ^ 384,930 


^ Anboyna 

■ 48.747 

101,081 

1 Banda 

• 9.350 

146,170 

Ttrnatt 

**4.997 

119,406 

Mftcnjtr 

63,190 

163.137 

T tmor 

. 13,619 

11,711 

Bofjermajpng 

. 

11,091 

PaUmhang 

3,911 

49.677 



. 106,802 

96.356 

1 Malacca 

. 162,520 

'' 3.»35 

{■ Patiang 

74 .J 77 

53,67s 

f Bengal 

385.'59 

*65,517 

1 C*rmandtl 

4 * 7 . 13 ' 

45».‘33 

f Ceylon 

611,704 

',*43.038 

t Malabar 

• 4 ' 4 i 977 

489,645 


. 283,207 


. . , . . 


i Caft of Giod Hope . . . . , 

. 195,168 

5051*69 

Java ' t northtaft coajl . • . 

• 43^.874 

*81 , *73 

Chtrihn 

• 35.761 

'*, 5*4 

Bantam 

. 

73,26* 

Landak and Succadana 

1.764 

9,7*6 


Total / 5 , 209 , 796 / 6 , 799,518 
5 , 109,796 


leaving an cxccdcnt in the charges of . / 1,589,71* 


or 
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But many other circumftances concur, if not 
to render the reftoration of the Company’s 

affairs 

or 144,520/. $s, 8</. fteriing. The Indian poflciSons of the 
Company were not always a charge upon them j In 1689, 
the balance, drawn in the fame manner, on the other fide, 
and (hewed a favourable fuqdus of /. 937 > 3 < 5 i* 10. 5 (85,214/. 
*3^* 5^’)* and in 1744, an ^dvance appeared of /.779>056. 
(70,823/. 5/. (W.). Mosiel, to whom we have fo fre- 
quently had occafion to refer, calculated, in his time (1753), 
the whole yearly receipts at / 8, 79 1,000, and the expenditure 
of /.^>5i7»5oo, which would leave a favourable furplus of 
/•2>273,5oo (about /.2o6,68o llcrliiig), and which is amai- 
ingly different from the later refuits. 'fhe deficiency is fup- 
plied by drafts from India, upon thedlrcdion in Holland; and, 
together with various other obje^, the cxpcnccs of ccpiipping 
twenty-five or thirty (hipa anuually, the pa)Mnent of the wages 
and premiums (fee page 370, of vol. 1.), to the returning 
crews, the falaries of the diredors, and cxpcnccs of the admi- 
nifiration at home, the dividends to the proprietors, &c. form 
the general debit of the Company, againft the profits upon the 
merchandize they difpofe of in Europe. Thefe gains have 
been calculated, upon an average, at from ten to eleven mil- 
lions of gilders, or about one million fteriing, per annum j and 
this computation appears to be juft, from the following ftatc- 
ment of the invoice-prices, and net proceeds, of the cargoes 
received from India, for the ten years, from 1750 to 1759, 
viz. 


Y«rl. 

Ship*. 

Invoice*. 

|SaIei. 

1750 . 

. 21 

•/• 7 . 37 ».i 77 • 

. /. 19,024,209 

* 75 ^ • 

. 24 

• 9. <’30,68 2 . 

16,670,614 


20 

• - 

• 23,133,580 

* 

. 22 

. 10,259,866 , 

• i 7 » 3 i 7 »od 7 


. 22 

. 5,859,297 . 

. 19,840,766 



E E 2 

I 
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affairs, a matter of inipoffibility, at leaft^ to 
afford the moll unfavourable prolpeds re- 
fpefting them. 

It is not only for a few years pall, that 
the decline of this great body has been ma- 
nifell, but from much earlier times: “ It 
cannot, by any means, be denied,” fays 
Mr. VAN iMiioF, in his Confid^rations of the 
year 1742, “ that the prefent Hate of the 
“ Eall-lndia Company wears a much more 
difadvantageous afpect, and is not, by far, 


Yurs 


In.oVi 

Sale 

* 

, 22 . 

’ • 

. 19,806,077 


• . 

, 8,421,419 . 

. 19,890,066 

^757 • 

, 2 f ^ , 

' 8, 9, '<5,7:0 . 

. 14,829.767 


• 22 

. ^:A 7 l 7 . 

' r8, 9, 34. 786 

^759 ■ 

. 28 

• 8,437.4^^9 , 

. 18,817,328 


W'c fulthcr, (»u this refor the airioiis rea<ler to thr 

ttatonients conlaiiicd in the appendix vi/. No, IV. An ac- 
('ount of the returns made to Holland, from the Indies, from 
the lime they tirll traded thither, down to the year 1721. V. 
An ammnt of the thips fent out, their crew^, the fpecie they 
carried, the fliips returned, the proceeds of the falcs, and the 
dividends on the dock, from 1720 to 171^. VI. A Ibtcment 
of the capital Hock of the Company, and of the refpedive pru- 
portion^ in which each of the lix chambers were origiiwliy in- 
tcrelled in it. VII. An account of the dividends from 160^ 
to 17H0, and ot the rcvidi^tions in their value, from 1723 to 
and, \III A ftatement ot the various articles, and 
quantitiis of vMch, fold at the Dutch iiall-Jndia fates from 

t;7.P‘»‘7:9- 7'- 

‘‘ iu 
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“ ill fo flourifliing a condition, as in former 

times”, Mr. Mossel writes to the fame 
efFcft, in the year 1752; and very little 
reflexion is required, at prefent, to dilcover 
that, in the year 1777, the fituatioa of the 
Company has, in the hift five-and- twenty 
years, become much work ; and that their 
affairs threaten a difaftrons termination at 
no very diftant period, if more clfcdual 
mcafures of redrefs arc not fuggelkd, and 
relbrtcd to, than thofe which have hitherto 
been emjiloycd. 

The common coiirfc of events, in tins 
world, teaches us, both from ancient and from 
modern hiftory, that there have been, or are, 
no empires, ftates, republics, or public bodies, 
but what have all, after rcaoliing the liim- 
mit of their greatnefs, declined conlidera- 
bly, though the one more than the other, 
in power and confideration, without that 
the means which have been reforted to, 
have ever had the wiflicd-for clfcd, of 
wholly preventing their ruin; and it has 
been fortunate, when, acling as palliatives, 
they have ferved to procraflinatc the 
fall. Thefe licillitudes muft be alcriued to 
the infcrutable defigns of Providence ; and 
E E 3 It 
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it fliould feem, that, by them, the Ruler of 
the univerfe hath, for the accomplilhraent 
of his allvvife purpofes, intended to manifeft 
to mankind the utter inftability of every 
thing in this fublunary world. 

The primary caufes, which fap the foun- 
datioib of a ftate or fociety, whilft in its moft 
flourKhing vigour, and pave the way for its 
decline and fall, arc very feldom known* 
The fcemingly unimportant commence- 
ments of ruin, are nearly undifcernible, and 
they do not appear, till long afterwards, and 
when the evil is fo deeply rooted, and has 
railed itfclftoa height vifible to all, while it 
is like wife, in general, too late to remedy it; 
or if fome appearances of the latent fourcc 
of ruin be difeovered, the fatal confequenccs 
that may arife from it, are feldom duly 
appreciated. In this, the body politic rc- 
lembles the animal frame, and is like a man 
in the bloom of life, who, enjoying an. unin- 
terrupted ftate of health, poffefled of a firm 
and unlhakcn conftitution, pays no regard 
to the firft invidious attacks of a flight indif- 
polition, which he prefumes will'eafily be 
overcome by the natural ftrength of his con- 
ftitution ; till, too late, he finds, that, with 

unmarked, 
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unmarked, but hideous ftridcs, the direful 
difeafe has advaticed beyond the grafp of 
medicine, and at length bids bold defiance to 
every attempt of nature, or of art, to check 
its fatal progrefs. 

The evil which has its origin in the con- 
ftitution of the body politic itfclf, is irre- 
fiftibly augmented, ^^hen accidental extra- 
neous circumftances concur to drag to per- 
dition, the Hate or inftitution which thus 
totters on its bafe. 

Both the interior Icven of corruption, and 
external adventitious evils, have taken place, 
and ftill exift, with regard to the Company. 

On the latter I Ihall not inlift, they arc 
evident to every eye; with rclpcft to the 
former, 1 place the firft germination of thofc 
feeds of deftrudion, in the period, when the 
conqueft of countries, and the cncrcafc of 
territory, were more the objefts of the Com- 
pany’s attention, than the profecution, in- 
creafe, or improvement, of their commerce 
and navigation; and this period is, in my 
opinion, to be defined, as having chiefly 
cxifted from the year 1660 to 1670, during 
which time, it was, that the Company made 
thcmfclvcs matters of the Portuguefe ella- 
E E 4 blifhments 
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bli(ihinents on the Malabar coaft, and of 
the ifland of Celebes, both which acquifitions 
coft them a great cxpencc of blood, and in- 
calculable treafures, and have never been of 
any other than an imaginary advantage to 
their interefts. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VIIE 


Departure from Batavia. — Pajfage through the 
Southern Indian Ocean ^Ohjervations rejpellitig 
the Variation of the Cmpafs, — Vie^ of the Land 
<j/ A frica. — Anchorage under Tkotnz's-^ifland, 
— Driven out to Sea again. — Arrival in Table- 
hay. 

The crew of my fliip, being miiftered, 
was found to conlfft of one hundred and 
t\Venty hands, including the pafTetigcrs ; but 
there were very few able fcameii among 
them, and they moftly c^onfilted of mere 
bo)s, and Were, bcfidcs, in a fickly con- 
dition. 

Wc left the road of on the iptb 

of November, anchoring at noon under the 
ifland Ofirujl.^ and the next day near the 
idand Middlebunghf where the Ihip 0^- 
Capelle, coming from Ceyhn^ parted by us, 
bringing intelligence from the coaft of Md- 
labar, that all was there in perfeft train 
quilllty, and that the difp\ttes between the 

Company 
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Company and Htder Ali, been ac- 
commodated. 

As the mon/bon had already broke up» 
.and the wefterly winds blew hard every 
day, it was the 25th, of that month, be* 
fore we got as far as Bantam, whence we 
crofled over to the coaft of Sumatra, and 
anchored, the following day, under NortA- 
ifland, in order to avail of the northweft 
winds, which generally blow at this time of the 
year, to keep the Ihore of Sumatra on board, 
to /larboard, and to clear the land, by pre- 
ferving the pa/Tage to windward of Prince's- 
ifland. But we waited, in vain, for three 
days for fuch an opportunity, as the wind 
came from the weft and fouthweft, whereby 
we were obliged fo crofs over again to the 
Java /hore, and to work up along it, out 
to fea. We found the Company’s /hip 
Hooherf, that had failed from Batavia on 
the 8th of November, ftill at anchor here. 

At length, on the 5th of December, we 
got, in company with that Ihip, to windward 
of ?m«’s-ifland, and, clearing the ftraits 
of Sunda, out to fea j but it was not till the 
yth, that we took our laft ob/ervation of the 
land of Java, and loft fight of it. On the 

9th 
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9th wc loft fight of the fliip Hooheerf } and 
on the 1 ith, wc met with the regular fouth- 
eaft tradcwind, in the fbuth latitude of to®, 
whence we let our courfes to run to the 
eaftward of the CofW'iflands, and after- 
wards, according to the Company’s lailiiig- 
orders, w.s.w. till in^ fbuth latitude ayi®* 
and longitude 77®; then w. by s. till in 3p|* 
fbuth latitude, ’ and longitude 6o® ; then 
again w.s.w. till in the latitude of Cape 
jinguillas ; and laftly, weft, in order to ftrike 
foundings on the reef, and run in fight of 
land. 

When in the latitude of Madagafcar^ we- 
met with a violent ftorm from the north- 
eaft, the wind veering afterwards through 
eaft to fouth, and farther on to weft, which, 
in thefe feas, very feldom happens, as the 
winds generally chop about, in a contrary 
direflion, and run through the north to 
fouthweft. 

The greateft variations of the compaflet, 
which wc obferved, were 27* and 28* 
N.w. in the fouth latitude of 33!“ to 34}®, 
and between the longitudes of 56® and 45*, 
whence they became left, till within fight 

of 
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of Cape Anpiillas, when the variation was 

22i^. 

It appears from the obfervations of na- 
vigators, that the line of the greateft va- 
cation of the compafs gradually removes 
from eaft to weft, and is every year found 
to be more wcftcrly than the preceding ; at 
iS/ynr/, fof-mftance, there was, a hundredyears 
ago, a northwcfterly variation of 7® or 8®, 
and now no more than ij®, at the higheft, 
obfervable : and in the fame way, in fight 
of the Cape of Good Hope, the variation has 
incrcafed, in the fpace of the laft twenty 
"jrcars, from 18® or 19®, to full 2i®. 

On the morning of the 4th of February, 
at funrife, we faw land, which we fiippofed 
was that of Africa, appearing in one round 
hummock ; and a better view of it in the 
evening, together with our ftriklng found- 
ings on the reef, firft in feventy-feven, and 
afterwards in fifty fathoms water, rendered 
it certain. On the 6th, we made Cape 
Anguilla:, and the next day, both the eaft 
and weft points of Fj^-bay ; and we found 
ourfelves twenty-five leagues more to the 
caftward than by the (hip’s reckoning. 

I'hc wind being fair that day, we flat- 
tered 
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tercd ourfelvcs with the hope, that 
fliould reach T^abk-hzy in the evening, and 
at eight o’clock, we were fo far advanced, 
that we only were in want of one hour’s 
continuation of the favourable opportunity 
which wc then had, to accomplifh our defircs; 
but vve Avcrc unfortunately firft becalmed 
for a whole hour, and afterwards driven^ on 
a fudden, lo far from the fliorc, out* to fca, 
by a violent flaw of wind from the fouth- 
caft, which burft upon us with dreadful 
force, from over the tops of the mountains, 
under the lee of which we lay driving 
without a breath of air, that wc loft all 
hope of gaining the road that bout. 

This hard gale from the fouthcaft, lafted 
for fcvcral days, till at length it gradually 
fell away ; and the \vind coming round to 
the foiithweft, afforded us an opportunity, 
on the 15th of February, of approaching 
the Ihore, and wc were within half a league 
of the road, when the foutheaft wind again 
burft upon us, and fruftrated our attempts a 
fccond time, yet it did not now blow with 
inch fury, but that we were enabled to 
reach the road of Roiien, or Seal ifland, 

where 
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where we let drop our anchor, at cljjht 
o’clock, P.M. 

,Thc next day, the poft-keeper of the 
illand came on board of us, and brought 
with him a rcfrclhment of twelve fheep and 
feme greens. 

We were forced to remain at anchor here, 
for this and the next day, on account of the 
continuing foutheaft wind, which encreafed 
to fuch a degree, on the evening of the 17th, 
that the cable of our beft bower broke, and 
our fliect-anchor coming home, we were 
again driven to leeward. Againft this ad* 
verfe fortune we had no remedy but pa- 
tience, and perfeverance, in ftriiggling, as 
much as poflihk, againft the raging fouth- 
caft wind, and we continued beating up, in 
hopes of a favourable change, in which we 
were long diiappointed • and though, on the 
4th of March, vve again made the Habk- 
mountain, yet wc could not reach the road, 
but were anew compelled, by the hard 
foutheaft wind, to come to an anchor, in 
the evening, under Robben-ld^nd, On the 
following day, at eleven o’clock, a.m. a 
wcftcrly breeze fprung up, and we in- 
ftantly weighed anchor, and ftccreJ K r the 

road 
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road of the Cape^ where we caft anchor 
at two o’clock, P.M. faluting the road with 
eleven guns. We found lying here, the 
flagfliip of the return-fleet, the Breedenbof, 
Captain Leonard van Coopstad, who 
had been driven from her anchors from un- 
der JRo^^r«-i(land, three weeks before us, 
and, after beating abofit for twenty days, had 
at laft fucceeded in getting into the road. 

Having moored the (hip in fafety, I went 
on Ihore, in order to pay my refpedls to the 
governor, and to tranladt what bufinefs I 
bad to do here. 


CHAP- 
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CHAITER IX. 


Ten^erature of the Air at the Cap£ of Good 
IIoPK. — Tides,— Soil. — IVater, — Dijorders , — 
Charatlcr of the Inhihitants of Capetown. — ■ 
Their feljijh Difpofitm. — Their deceitful Ho/pi- 
tality* — Utile cr no Education among them , — 
Accomplijbmcnts and Blandijhments of the Ladies, 

' — Their further Chamber, — Contrajkd with the 
genuine Hofpitality^ and open, ingenuous DiJpofUm 
of the Farm.rsy or Country-colonifis, 

In the further account which I now in- 
tend giving of the Cape of Good Hope, 1 
/hall not enlarge much concerning it, and 
what is remarkable about it, as I have, in 
the account of my former voyage, and in 
tile beginning of this, been ample on the 
fubjefl i and I /hall therefore confine myfelf 
to llich new obfervations as prefented them- 
fclves to me, or to what I before omitted to 
mention. 

The temperature of the air is not only 
very different in the good, and in the bad 
* monfoon, 
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monfoon, but likcwife varies confiderably 
at different times of the fame day, in pro- 
portion as the cold foutheaft wind blows 
more or left hard ; the thermometer rifing 
fometimes 7* or 8^, upon the wind falling : 
in the fummer, it is generally between 72* 
and 80®. Somctimes,jDeforc funrife, a thick 
and damp fog comes on, which makes it very 
cold, in general coming with a wcfterly or 
fouthcrly wind; upon which not unfrequently 
follows, a day or two afterwards, a ftiff gale 
from the foutheaft. The tide rifes twice in 
the twenty-four hours. Full and new moon 
make it high water at three o’clock ; and 
it generally rifes and falls five feet. 

The whole fhore, from above, or weft of 
the town, to paft the Zeu/e, or Sa/f^river, 
is lined with rocks, moft of which appear 
above water at the time of ebb. Between 
thcfc, and farther to fcavyard, are produced 
a confiderable quantity of thofe marine pro- 
diiiilons which our feamen call trumpets 
and which occafioii a very difagreeable fmell 
ill the town, in warm weather. 

Tlie foil around the Cape is, for the moft 

* F'ucui huccinalu, 

VOL. III. F F part, 
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part, of a ftoiiy nature : under the firft ftra- 
tum of caith appears a bed of rock, frona 
five to fix feet deep, which when cut through, 
or blown up, (hews, in many places, a hard 
whitini cLiv, whi:h has lomething of a 
gritt^, or (lony texture. 

'file uater, wlurh the inhabitants drink, 
and with which tlic (Iu[)S that touch here arc 
lupplied, proceeds from a Ijiring, fituated 
about half an hour’s walk tioiu the town, at 
the foot of the in a piece 

of ground, which, from it^ owner, is called 
the Garden of Breda^ not far from the Com- 
pany’s garden^; it is inclofed in a wall, 
with a little door, or window, in the front, 
in order to keep the water from dirt and 


** Xo. IX. In thr Appcndit, contiunb an abftrata of t!ie 
f .atin (Icfi I ijitioiij, mthe f 'in f'ku!, oi Hei b.il, of Oj.df.. 
f \Nf), vOu> \va<i fiipcrintfrulant of the Coinpr.nv’i garden at 
tl>e Cape, in the year 1695 : this herbal e\tciukd to fourteen 
lirge folios ; and the Flora of thr then known, is fuf- 
ficiently indicative of the vaft botanical lieafines which this 
countiy affords, and which, in later times, have excrcifed the 
diligence and abilities of Sparkman, Thunberg, I’ateK' 
SON, c\'c. It will not be an Hninterefiing talk to the pratflical 
botanill, toeomjwrc the modern i efcai dies of thofe gentlemen, 
with this curious fpecimen of the diligence and fcience of the 
Uft century. T. 

impul ity ; 
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impurity ; it is thence led to the town, 
through wooden pipes, which lie three feet, 
and, in feme fpots, fix feet, under the ground, 
in order the better to preferve it. 

The diforders which are mofl: prevalent 
here, are tho(c that may be denominated 
rheumatic ; they projictd fr^m the incon- 
ftancy of the weather, and are moll rife 
when the fouthcaft wind prevails. 

Although the firft colonifts here were 

O 

compofed of various nations, they are, by 
the operation of time, now fo thoroughly 
blended together, that they are not to be 
difiinguilhed from each other ; even moft of 
fuch as have been born in Europe, and who 
have refided here for fomc years, have, in a 
manner, changed their national charafter, 
for that of this country. 

There arc few European, or Indian, women 
here ; and tliofe of them that do live here, 
drels, in genera), according to the cuftomsof 
their native country. 

Wherever I fpeak of the general cha- 
mber, and manners, of the inhabitants of 
the Cape, the country-people, or farmers, 
mull: fiot be included, who, in many rc- 
fpecls, are very different, and I mean only 

F F 2 the 
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the inhabitants of the town, or chief fettle- 
ment. 

The chief trait in their charafter, which 
appears the moft evident to a ftranger, af- 
ter a little reflexion, is the love of money ; 
and this is lb palpable and univerfal amongft 
them, both in, mei/'*and women, that one 
mul^ be more than prejudiced in their fa- 
vour, to attempt to deny it. Flattering 
words, infinuating carelles, the allurements 
of frlendlhip, love, and holpitality, nought 
is omitted, or neglefled, that can contribute 
to gain the hearts and infurc the confidence 
of the wandering Grangers who touch at 
the Cape ; this appears to me the probable 
rcaloii, why moft people, who have been 
here once or twice, and have, without re- 
flexion, taken the bafe metal of lelf-intercft 
for the ftcrling gold of unfeigned courtefy 
and fricndfliip, are fo profufc in their en- 
comiums on the Cape, as if it were the 
moft agreeable abode upon earth, and the 
center of every iatisfudion. 

But view the other fide of the pidure, 
and examine into the principles, and mo- 
tives, which give rife to this abundance of 
allurements ; and the promotion of felf- 

intereft 
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intcreft will appear to be the main fpring 
that excites this exercife of teeming hofpi- 
tality. 

A coiifcqiiencc, which naturally flows 
herefrom, is the mutual envy which they 
chcrith towards each other, efpecially to- 
wards thofe that piolj^ either in trade, or 
in accommodating ftrangers with boarc^ and 
lodging, by which moft of the inhabitants of 
the Cape earn their fiibfiftencc. 

Thefe views, as before faid, arc common 
to both fexes. With refpeft to the in- 
dividual charaftcr of the men : they are 
remarkably diftinguifhable from thofe who 
inhabit the poliflicd parts of Europe, by an 
utter ignorance of whatever does not daily 
ftrike their outward fenfes; exclufivc of this, 
they can form no ideas ; abftradl fpecula- 
tions arc unknown to them ; and they do 
not poffcls any inclination to exercife their 
underftanding by reading, or to become ac- 
quainted with the manners and cuftoms of 
other civilized people, and to reform their 
own. 

The love of repofe and inactivity, or, in- 
deed, what may be denominated lazinefs, 
they have in common with the orientals; 

F F 3 and 
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and they delight in a ftate of cafe and 
floth, to a degree that would not be ex- 
pefted, from a people, inhabiting a tempe- 
rate climate. 

The ladies, on the contrary, are by no 
means deheient in life and fpirits ; and na- 
ture may, with be faid to have been 

more liberal to them than to their male 
companions, although much of their viva- 
city and plcalingncis may be aferibed to 
education. I’hc mothers endeavour to in- 
llil into tlic tender boloms of their daugh- 
ters, from their carlieft youth, the idea that 
they are formed to pleafe the other fex ; and 
the fnft Iclfon they learn, is how to make 
thcmfclves agreeable to the men, and efpe- 
cially to ftrangers. The aids of ornament 
and drefs, are not negleded ; and no ex- 
pence, that the parents can afford, is fpared, 
to give them every accomplifhment. Mu- 
fic, dancing, finging, whatever can add 
grace to the luftre of beauty, nothing is 
omitted that can render them elegant and 
attiadive. When they have pafled the 
)cars of childhood, and enter upon the con- 
dition of fpinfters, or as foon as they enter 
their teens, they are taught to be free and 

unreferved 



uurefervcd in their manner, and carefHng 
in their converfatiqn. Their endeavours Icl- 
dom fail of fuccefs : a few innocent liber- 
ties granted to their temporary lovers, arc 
the means of cementing their conquefls, and 
of retaining the homage of their adorers, at 
Icaft as long as the (Hip lies in the road ; 
and it docs not unfrtqucntly happen, that 
the pafling feaman forms an attachment 
here, that leads to a matrimonial conneo 
tion, before he is himfelf aware of the cir- 
cumftance. 

Unfortunately, however, mod of thefe 
amiable and lovely girls, arc no fooner mar- 
ried, and get children, than they become 
grofs and corpulent, and lofe thofc charms, 
which captivated all hearts, and Iccured 
tliem a hufband ; they lofe, at the fame 
time, their attention to neatnefs in dreffing, 
which they always afliduoufly cultivate be- 
fore marriage* 

When they are met with early in the 
morning, in their houfes, their flovenlincfs 
is immediately apparent ; and thole who 
might, the evening before, be viewed with 
plcafure, now become objefts of difguft. 

The fathers do not take the fmallcft 
F F 4 trouble 
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trouble to inftru 61 their Ions in any thing. 
What the children learn in their fehook, 
they feem to think a fufficient ftock of 
knowledge to laft them during their whole 
lives. Few give themfclves any trouble to 
afford them any other opportunities of im- 
provement ; otherg^, have not the means i 
and others arc too fond, to fuffer their chil- 
dren to go to a more civilized country, for 
obtaining a better education. 

The number of the inhabitants, therefore, 
is augmented, but not the number of ufe- 
ful members of fociety ; neither do the me- 
chanical, or the fine arts, make any pro- 
grefs here. Young people marry early, get 
children, and refort to the fame means of 
maintaining a family, as moft others, name- 
ly, the keeping of a lodging and boarding- 
houfe for ftrangers ; when thefe go away, 
the family live as well as they can, and as 
fparingly as poflible, till others arrive : and 
the cheapnefs of provifions encourages this 
mode of life above all things. The men 
are devoid both of fufficient courage and 
emulation to feek, or better, their fortunes, 
in the naval or military fervicc; perhaps 
thefe profeffions are too repugn^t to their 

fo 
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fo beloved rcpofc, and nfual cafy life. What 
utility the encreafe of a population, of fuch 
a defcription, can bring to the public, in 
general, or to the improvement of the co- 
lony, in particular, may cafily be conceived j 
and luch an encreafe ought not, therefore, 
to be looked upon a§;*:i progreflivc pro- 
motion of the general welfare. 

It is very differently fituated with refpeft 
to the country-people, or farmers. Their 
wives arc no lefs prolific than thofe of the 
inhabitants of Capetown, Their children 
arc brought u]) in the occupation of their 
parents ; if their land is not large enough 
to afford a proper portion to each of their 
children, cxtenfivc, and yet uncultivated, 
trafts of country, wait only to open their 
fertile bofoms to whoever will beftow upon 
them the labour of tillage. Thelc agricul- 
turers, inftcad of being a burthen upon fo- 
ciety, augment the numbers and importance 
of that refpedablc body of men, from whole 
labour arifes originally the profperky of every 
country. 

The charafter of thefe people is likc- 
wife very different ; an ingenuous cordiality, 
which vilibly proceeds from the heart, 

makes 



E 44 * ] 

makes them fulfil the duties of hofpitality 
and humanity, without any motives of felf- 
iihnels to Ipur them on : their words may 
be confided in ; to break their word, or to 
aft deceitfully, with any one, is unknown 
among them, at leaft amongft by far the 
grcatell portion of thefe happy ruftics. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER X. 


Extent of the Colony, — ProJuffions. — Com, — Rafa^ 
dty cf the Company's Servants towards the Far- 
mers. — Price of iFheat fj The Company. — ’Tithes 
paid in Kind at the Town. — Refections refpeSling 
the Encouragement of /Agriculture^ and the Ex^ 
portation of Produce. — Refpetling the Government, 

- — Reform ohvioujly necejfary. — Difcovery of a 
large and navigable River in the interior Parts^ 
by Colonel Gordon. — Account of the Country ^ 
Temperature^ Animals^ in that Neigbboj^r- 
Iced. 

TThE extent of the colony is very great, 
and the bounds arc removed at picafure ; fo 
that the exaft line of demarcation between 
the territory of the Dutch, and that of th^ 
native inhabitants, is not cafy to be foun4 
out, or laid down. But this large diftrift if 
very far from being entirely compofed of 
pafture-grounds, and arable land ; only thr 
fmalleft part of it is adapted to tbofc pur^ 
pofes, becaufc the valleys, aqd moft pf the 
flat country, have little or no water ; it is, 

therefore, 
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therefore, only at the foot, or on the tides, of 
the hills, where the farmer is enabled to 
profecute, with advantage, the cultivation of 
corn, and of the vine, that farms have been 
laid out ; and to thefc muft always be adjoined, 
a large extent of pafture-ground for the 
cattle, which muft equally, in order to avoid 
the. want of water, be fituated near the hills. 
This is the realbn that the farms lie at a 
great diftance from each other, and a coun- 
tryman fometimes calls another his next 
neighbour, who lives one or two leagues off: 
the farther you go inland, the greater inter- 
vals of uncultivated country oequr between 
the farms. 

By this means, every family, centering, 
as it were, within itfelf, approaches, in 
time, and in proportion as they are at a 
greater diftance from the Cape, to the fim- 
plicity of nature j fo that even the fartheft 
fettlers, who refidc thirty or forty days’ 
journey from Capetown, more refemblc Hot- 
tentots than the pofterity of Europeans. 
Captain Gordon, who returned from one 
of his journies, when I was her6, told me, 
that they even went dreffed in the Hotten- 
tot faftiion. 


The 
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The prodaftions which this part of Africa 
yields, are, corii^j wiiic> butteri and tallow. 
Corn, and efpecially wheat, is now produced 
in confiderable ‘quantities, and would, per- 
haps, be more and more produ6live, if pro- 
per meafures were reforted to, to encourage 
the cultivation, and to regiove the obftacles 
whicli operate to reftrain its extenfion. 

0 

* The kind of com, moft generally cultivated, is wheat; and 
it richly repays the labour of the hufbandman. W heat yields, 
in general, an encreafe of eight and ten, and frequently tiftcen, 
twenty, and twcnty-fiv^ for one : in many places, it is faid, the 
produce is Hill more abundant ; in the neighbourhood of 
bay, where, however, little wheat is fown, the foil is faid to be (o 
fertile, that every grain always produces feveral cars ; frequently 
twenty, nay, as far as eighty can, proceeding from one root. 
Dr. I'm UN BERG, who conceived this to be fcarccly credible, 
counted them himfclf in the field, and found that a great many 
^ars had frequently fprung Up from a finglc grain, though the 
highcH numlicr he met with, amounted to no more than forty- 
one. (Sec pages 70 and 78, of vol. II,) Baricy is cultivated 
chiefly fur the horfes, and is mowed once or oftener, before it is 
in the ear, and given to them for provender. Rye is fcarcely 
ever lown, except in fmall quantities for plcafure, or by fome 
farmt-r who choofes to ufe the draw f^r thatching. The oats 
bnjught to the Cape from Europe, arc lfx)kcd upon as the 
word of weeds ; as the grains are caflly fliaken out of the cars 
by the violence of the wind, and fowing thcmfclves, choak up 
all the other com. It is to no purpofc to lay a piece of land, lb 
fpuileJ, fallow for fcvcral years, for when the field comes to be 
ploughed up, the oats, having lain unhurt in the ground, flioot 
np afrclh. 'T. 
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I have before detailed what the country- 
people told me on this fubjeft, founded on 
their experience; and what the obftaclcs 
were, wliich ftood in the way of the cul- 
tivation of wheat; I /hall not, therefore, 
repeat it here, but merely add, that many 
are averle to thf delivery of their corn to 
the Company, and that this is even forae- 
tirhes rendered impo/Tible to them, by the 
rapacloufncli of the Company’s fervants at 
the Cape. 

Not fatisficJ with the twenty pounds fur- 
plus-wcight, allowed them upon every mud^ 
which the farmer muft deliver at the rate 
of one hundred and eighty pounds, and 
which the receivers deliver again to the 
Company at only one hundred and fixty 
pounds, the farmers muft, befides, fill their 
hands, in order to be allowed to deliver 
their corn to the Company ; and the fame 
takes place with refpeft to the wine : this 
can be done by thofe who are perfons of 
proj)erty, and who do not live far from Cape- 
town^ where the corn muft be delivered, but 
not by thofe whofc farms lie farther inland, 
and many days’ journey off, on account of 
the expcnccs of conveyance. For each wag- 


gon 
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gon-load, reckoned at ten mud, or J* of a 
laft, the Company pay eighteen rixdollars, 
or/43. 4 *• If chance 

to die during the paflagc, or any accident 
happens to the waggon, the whole of what 
the poor farmer would have to receive for his 
corn, is loft ; and thofe who live at a diftance 
frofti the Capfy and arc poflefled of a little pro- 
perty, can not carry on the cultivation of grain 
in a greater proportion than what they want 
for the confumption of their own family. 

There is another thing that is very op- 
pre/Iive to the farmer, and cfpccially to 
thofe who live far off; namely, that they 
are obliged to convey the tithes of their 
grain, which are due to the Company, as to 
the proprietors of the foil, to the Cape, at 
their own ri(k and cxpence, without any 
confideration, how far their farm may lay, 
or how difficult the roads over the moun- 
tains may be ; in which, fometimes, the 
corn is forced to be unloaded from the wag- 
gons, and carried on the backs of oxen, 
through defiles, and over precipices, for 

* Equal to about 20/. ftcrlingpcr quarter, Englifti. Twen- 
tv-feven mud make a laft of Ainfterditn, which U equal to 
abmt lof quartcri. T. 
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more than one or two leagues, becaufc a 
loaded waggon cannot pafs through fuch 
ways, or, at moft, only with half a load, or 
one of five mud^ at a time. 

It is, therefore, not enough to have fought 
a vent for the produfllons of this colony, 
above what are required for its own con- 
fumption, or the occafional fupply of the 
vcflels that touch here, in order to render it 
more flourifhing; but the agricultural in- 
tereft ought firft to have been put upon 
a belter footing ; the farmer ought to have 
been liberated from thofe galling bonds 
which difeourage his induftry; better op- 
portunities for the interior conveyance of 
his produce ought firft to have been pro- 
vided \ granaries for depofiting it, ought to 
have been eftabliflicd in difFcrent parts ; and, 
finally, the rapacity of the receivers at the 
ought to be curbed, and put a ftop to. 

The dircClion at home have certainly 
tonfidered the corn-trade of the Cape, in 
another point of view ; and feem to have 
been milled by the plaufibility of a new 
plan (although it was before fuggefted, in 
the year 1753, by Governor Mossel, in his 
Memorial of the State of India) y grounded 

upon 
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upon ftatcments, which, perhaps, (hewed 
every thing in the moft favourable light, 
and which proraifed to afibrd immediate 
fruits, although the feeds of it were not yet 
(own. 

I allude to the promifes, or alTertions, 
that were mad^ that thd wheat might be 
provided for the low price of thirty-fix gil- 
ders per laft, and that contrafts for fuch de- 
livery might be entered into j it being pre- 
tended to be known, as a certainty, that, in 
the year before (1771), wheat had been 
fold at the rate of nine rixdollars of forty- 
eight (livers, per laft, 

I made enquiries among the farmers, and 
cfpecially among thofe who had, for many 
years, frequented, or refided at, the town, 
both refpbding the price of the wheat, and 
that of the tallow, as it was alleged that 
a hundred pounds of candles bad been fold 
for five gilders ; and all of them declared 
to me, that they never knew wheat to have 
been cheaper than nine or ten rixdollars, fay 
from yi2Q to y’,24 per waggon-load of tctl 
mudy or eighteen hundred pounds weight ♦ ; 
but that this had continued but a very (hort 

* Equal to 10/, or i it, flcrlmg, per quarter. T. 
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time ; and the greafe, of which the tallow 
candles were made, they never knew to be 
lower than four rixdollars, or f.<) 12, per 
hundred pounds *. At prefent the waggon- 
load of wheat fells for thirty-two rixdollars, 
or /yb 1 3 i and tallow for fix rixdollars, or 
/14 8. per hundred pounds f. 

It does not appear cither, that hitherto this 
fetching away of the produce, has brought 
any advantage to the colony ; and this year 
(certainly alfo partly occafioned by a failure 
in the harveft), not even the flyboat from 
Batavia could procure a cargo, although the 
government of the Cape, in order to difguife 
this want of grain, thought fit to order that 
vcffel to Batavia with troops, though there 
were (hips enough at hand, or upon the point 
of arriving, by whkh the convcjaucc of the 
troops might hav« been effeded, with more 
propriety and convenience. 

To render this a flourifliing colony, it 
would be neceflary to give to it a mixed 
government, and one that is adapted to the 
nature of the country, and the difpofition of 

^ About 181. fterling per cwt. Engliih, T i 
f Refpeftively equal to about 35;, 6^. fterling per quarter 
for wheat, and a;/, per cwt. for tallow. T. 
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its inhabitants ; a government that mud not 
be thwarted by the controulments of arbitrary 
power. It is at home that the means of put- 
ting this in praftice, muft be fought for. 
The adminidration of the goverment of this 
colony ought not to be put upon the fame 
footing, as that of the Company's Afiatic 
pofTeflions, where the greateft part of the;r 
fubje£ls confids of a fervile and cullavcd peo- 
ple, who mud be compelled, by violence, to 
cultivate their country, and to deliver the 
produce to the Company ; or where policy 
requires that date-pra^ices of expediency 
diould be reforted to, with refpedt to the 
neighbouring princes, their allies, in order 
to contain them within due bounds, and t* 
keep them quiet. • 

The fird mode of adminidration is both 
praAicable and neceflary here ; and for the 
latter, there is no appearance or even Ihadow 
of reafon. The numbers of the yet remain- 
ing Hottentots are too inconfiderable to be, 
in any ways, an objeft. The nature of the 
laws ought here, as well as every where elle, 
to be moulded according to the nature of the 
inhabitants, and of their method of life, dnd 
means of fubdftence. The inhabitants are 
o G 2 all 
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all Europeans, or defcendants of Europcano 
(the fmall number of Haves does not here 
come in confidcration), who have not yet 
loft the lemcmbrance, or the love, of liberty j 
to govern thefe with the iron rod of oriental 
defpotifin, and to fubjeft them to arbitrary 
and iilframed laws and regulations, can never 
afford a permanent fecurity, or muft termi- 
nate in the entire ruin of the colony. 

They earn their bread by agriculture, 
which we are taught by tlie examples laid 
before us by hiftory and obfcrvation, flouriflies 
no where in greater luxuriance, than under 
a mild government, and this, therefore, is of 
greater uccellity here, where the cultivation 
of the foil may be faid to be yet in its infancy. 
It was in this light that it was feen, by 
the father of this country, the worthy pro- 
moter of the welfare of tliis African colony, 
governor Tulbagii, who, by a refidence of 
upwards of fifty years on the fpot, was fully 
acquainted with the true interefts of the 
colonifts, and the nature of the country ; and 
who attached every heart to him, by his 
mild adminiftration, and his paternal atten» 
tion to the welfare of all : although death 
has, for many years, deprived the colony and 

the 
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the Company of the benefit of his fcrViccs, 
he ftill lives in the grateful memory of the 
inhabitants ; and the remembrance of his 
truly paternal adminiftration will never be 
cxtinguiflied among them, and never will 
they forget the thoufand times blefifcd name 
ofTuLBAGH. 

The dlfcovcry lately made by Captain 
Gordon, of a large and navigable river in 
the fouth latitudeof about 29®, mightproveof 
great advantage to this colony in particular, 
and to trade and navigation in general, if, 
as appears probable, it be found to extend to 
the northeaftward ; as by that route a trade 
might be carried on into the heart of yffrica^ 
or into the rich country of Sofa/a, and a com- 
merce eftabliflied there, in gold and elephants* 
teeth. Or if it be found to run to the weft- 
ward, and thus, probably, to difembogue 
itfclf in the Atlantic Ocean, a fcttlcmcnt 
might be formed at its mouth, and a bay or 
harbour eftablifhed, where (hips might re- 
main in fafety on the weft coaft of /Ifrica. 

Gordon met with this river very acci- 
dentally and uncxpedcdly, and did not per- 
ceive it, till he was upon its banks, which 
were very fteep. He told me that the breadth 
G 6 3 t of 
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of ihe river between them, was like that of 
the Maefe at Maejlricht, Alcending a hill, he 
faw that it divided itfelf into two branches 
towards the eaft. The water of it was very 
clear, and well tailed ; and the land in that 
neighbourhood was grafly and hilly 

* Compare this with what Sparman fays, voi ii. page 
I §2.* “ Crw/tf-rmVr, or C?rM/-river, is faid to be the largcft 
“ river in Africa^ and to be no otherwife known than from 
*' the accounts of the Hottentots, It is reported to contain a 
gicat number of fracows, or riverhoifes, which arc very 
** b»)ld and daring ; fo that it cannot, without danger, be 
“ navigated for the purpofe of further exploring the country. 
“ It is fuppofrd to lie direjfily to the noithward, at the dif- 
»* farce of eight or ten days’ journey from the Sneeuw-hergen, 
It was faid to rife in the eaft, and run ftrait on towards the 
•* north. It is probable that this river foon after turns off to 
the weft and foulh, and is the fame Gtooie-tivier which I 
“ have infetted in my map, on the authoiity of Mr. Hensy 
“ Hop’s Jmnal of an Expedttm to the Dijhidof Anamaguaj, 
** publifljcd in a compilation called SouvelU De/crifition tk 
“ Cap de Bonne F/perance, This river, however, muft not 
•* be confounded with another of the fame name, which 
♦* empties itfelf at the caftern Ihorc of Africa^ and the Ca|fTc^ 
coaft.” Thisriveris, probably, that called, by Colonel Gor- 
don, the river oiOrange^ and mentioned in Le Vaillant’s 
fecond journey. It is to be hoped that the death of Colonel 
Gordon will not deprive the world of the invaluable re- 
fills of bis rcfeaichcs; and that, in whatever hands his 
papers may be, they will not be configned to oblivion, or 
withheld from the public, who might juftly form great cx- 
pcAations from his long refidence at the Co/e, his frequent 
journics up the country, and his well-known zeal for the 
promoiit|| of knowledge. T, 
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Not meeting with any place which was 
fordable, to carry over his baggage and arms, 
he found himfclf obliged to put a flop to his 
expedition, and after travelling a day’s jour- 
ney along its banks, to let off on his return 
to the fouthward. 

The height of the barorfieter in the plain 
country, at the foot of the hills, he found to 
be twenty-three inches, fo that the rifing of 
the land to the northward, muft be very con- 
fiderablc. 

The feafons feemed here to be reverfed, 
for, while it was, at that time, the good nioii- 
foou at the Cape^ with dry weather, he there 
met with much rain, thunder, and lightning. 

In this river he met with a great number 
of leacows {hippopotami)^ and he Ihcwed 
me fome very curious drawings of them ; as 
likewife feveral ikcletons, and the reprefen- 
tations, as well of the hyena, or tiger-wolf^, 
as of an animal that has much analogy with 
the zebra, but is diftinguilhed from it, by 
the black ftripes being in a more fcrpcntinc 
direftion towards the haunches, and that the 
head more refembled that of a horfc, than an 

* Hjftna maculata. 
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afs, which was, indeed, the cafe with the 
whole body 

*Moft likely the quagga (equuj ^uai^a)) thefc animils 
caabe tamed and broke in; Sparimaw fays he faw one 
driven in a team, with five horfes, at the Cape, The zebra too, 
if we may believe Le Vaillant, is capable of being tamed 
by man, notwithftanding all that travellers asd naturalifti 
have afierted with refpea to its indocility : he relates, that 
having hunted down a female zebra, he got upon her back ; 
her refinance was feeble, and lefs than that of a horfc not yet 
broke in, and flic foon went as tractably as his hoife; he 
rode her for about a mile, but his hounds having, in the chace, 
bitten her fcvcrcly In fcvcral places, and as he could not 
afford time to flay the drefling of her wounds, he was obliged 
to abandon the projcdl he had formed of keeping and taming 
htr, and to g^vc her up to his Hottentots, who difpatchc(| 
her, and fcafted on her flcfli, T, , 
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CHAPTER XI. 


Expenditure and Receipts of the Colofsy. — EJtaHiJh^ 
ment. — Articles of trade — to and from the Cape. 
— Revenues of the Company. — Means of rendering 
ibis Colony lejs burtbenfme. 

The colony of the Cape, confidcrcd by 
itfclf, is an objeft of confidcrable expcnce to 
the Company, as it colls them annually 
about three bundled thoufand gilders more 
than it yields, by reafon of the little trade 
which they carry on, and the ftrong garrifon 
which is obliged to be kept here. 

In the year 1770, the expenditure of the 
colony amounted to the 
fum of • . /452,oio 15 o 

and the net receipts to ^ 57»S56 1 1 8 


thus, in that year, there 
was a deficiency of 294,454 3 8^ 

without 

* 16,768/. 1 Xi. ^d. ibfiing. In 1779, the chatfee tmoonted 
to /.5 o 5,269, and the receipts to/ 195,168, making the baJanoi 
agaiflft the Cafe amount to /.3io,iai (4.28,191 fterfing). 

Gojffxofr 
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without taking into confideration the intcreft 
of a capital of /904,004 8 8*, for which 
this colony then flood debtor, for balances 
of fpccie, amounts of ammunition, flaves, 
cattle, &c. and which is not now (1778) 
diminiflied. 

The articles of trade which are fent from 
Holland to the Cape by the Company, con- 
fift, for the greateft part, in iron, coals, and 
nails. 

Many complaints arc made refpefliiig the 
fupply of the two firftmentioned articles, in 
which no regularity, or due proportion, is 
obferved. The ftores are fometimes amply 
provided with iron, and no coals to fupply 
the forges for its preparation ; and, at other 
times, the contrary takes place; and, in thofc 

Governor Moss el calculated, in hU time, that the charges 
might amount to /.404,ooo ; againft which he took, for the re- 
venues, a fum of/. 1 40,000, which would leave a balance of on|y 
f, 264, 000 (about /.24,ooo) : but he calculated upon an clla- 
bliihmcnt of no more than 900 men, including the civil, medi- 
cal, military, and ecclcfiaftical departments. In 1776-1777, 
however, the cftablilhmcnt of the Dutch Company at the Cape 
was as follows : 506 perfons in civil, and fixteen in ecclcfiaftical, 
employments; fixteen furgeons and afTidants, thirty-nine be- 
looging to the artillery, 326 fcamcn and marines employed on 
ftore, 872foldien, and 206 mechanics; in all, 1,981 Euro- 
peans. T, 

* About 82,182/. 4/. (J. llcrling. T. 

cafes, 



[ 459 3 

cafes, the inhabitants, but more particularly 
the farmers, are compelled, by the purveyor, 
to take more than they want, of what hap- 
pens to be moft abundant ; and this is again 
a grievance that prelfes hard upon the agri- 
cultiircr. 

In former times, I was told, that the 
Company ufed to fend to the Cape fuch wood 
as was required for the conllruflion of wag- 
gons ; but as there has been a want of fuch 
wood in Holland, as well as in other parts of 
Europe, the exportation of any to this colony 
has not, for many years, taken place. 

The articles of trade which the Company 
fend from India to the Cape^ are, a few 
coarfe cotton cloths, a quantity of arrack, 
and eight or nine hundred thoufand pounds 
weight of rice: but the whole docs not yield 
much profit. 

Different articles are likewife brought in 
private trade from India, as coffee, fugar, 
and cfpecially timber, together with fomc 
cotton cloths. Individuals alfo bring with 
them various trifles from Holland, but no 
articles of any confequencc. 

On the other hand, the Cape furnilhes to 
India, a cargo of wheat, fome butter, and 

four 



four or five hundred Icagcrs of wine. The 
firft and the iaft article are now likcwifc fent 
to Holland •. 

The chief revenues of the Company arife 
from the duties upon exports, imports, wines, 
&c. the tithes of the produdions of the field, 
and the tax upon farms,, which is fettled at 
twemy-five rixdollars annually ; wealthy far- 
mers pay this tax in ready money ; but thofe 
who are poor, or who live at a difiance, and 
cannot procure cafh for their produce, or 
fuch as arc peculiarly favoured by the col- . 
leftors, arc aUowed to pay it in kind, that 
s, in cattle, or" in wheat -j-. 

Although 

♦ Between fifty and fixty awnis of ConHantia wine, was the 
'Ijnantity ufually fdd every year by the Dutch E.ill-Indu Com- 
|iawy, It their mtumn-fales. T, 

, f Bcfidetthe annual tax for his farm, the farmer paid alfo for 
wax candles four rixdollars a year, for every horfc one ftiver, 
and for every hundred fheep one gilder. Each farmer, whether 
rich Of pool*, or pofleffed of a large or fmall farm, pays for 
manding the roads ; and all pay fcrry-raoncy alike, let thei 
road lead thim that way or not. A tax was likcwifc levied by 
the Dutch Company, under the denomination of lion and tyger- 
rooney ; this tax was paid by each burgher, at the rate of four 
TixdollaiB for lion, and two gilders for tiger-money \ mit of thi* 
fund, at the time when the colony began to extend itfelf, 
and when the colonifts were much infefted by wild bcafts, 
4 certain premium was paid to every one who killed or 
axught any of tfaefe animals. At firit, government paid 
4xteea rildollan for a lion, and ten gilders for a tiger, 

after 
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Although the colony is thus a yearly heavy 
charge upon the Company, it amply com- 
penfates for the expenditure of three hun-' 
dred thoufand gilders per annum, by its ex** 
cellent pofition, for a place of refrcfliment, 
for the outward and homeward bound India 
Ihips. It is likewife much frequented for 
that purpofc by (hips of other nations, which 
do not contribute, in a flight degree, to the 
advantage of the colony, both by their daily 
expenditure at the Cape, and by their afford- 
ing a vent for its produftions ; and which, in 
my opinion, ought rather to be encouraged 
than difcountcnanced, as they, in general, 
pay ready money, and we, by that means, 
draw the fpecic of other nations into our 
hands. Indeed, the prohibitory regulations, 
in this refpeft, ferve, at prcTent, no other 
purpofc than that of filling the pockets of 
thofe who are appointed to prevent a clan- 
deftine trade. 

after which, the fum was diminifhea to ten rixdollara for a 
lion's, and fix gilders for a tiger's (kin. But when thefe ani- 
mals were fo far extirpated, that feldom any were to be fecn, 
the premium was difeontinued, excepting in cafe they were 
brought alive to the Ca^, which is hardly practicable. But 
the tax remained in force, and aflhiucd the nature of a per- 
manent impoB. T. 

jl^olitical 
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Political confiderations have, probably, pre- 
vented the Company from granting th« free- 
dom of trade and navigation to the colonifts 
of the Cape', for I imagine that they cannot 
have failed to perceive that nothing would 
more contribute to leffen the charges of the 
fettlement, or to.encreafe the revenues 
againft them, and to add to its power and 
importance, tlian fuch a meafure. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Departure from the Cape of Good Hope. — View of 
the IflandSj, Helena. — Of the J/land of Asctu^ 
SION. — Narrow Bounds prefcribed to the Cm- 
path's Ships. — Reafons why other Nations fo far 
outjlrlp the Dutch in naval Improvements. — A Ball 
of Fire. — Pajfage of the Une. — Council affmhled 
on hard the Commodore. — Meeting with a Fleet of 
fix teen Ships of IV at, — An Eclipfe of the Sun . — 
View of Lizard-Pw;//. — Meeting with the 
crutfing Frigates. — Pafage of the Straits of 
Dover. — Arrival before Flushing, and in the 
Road ^Rammekens. 

The departure of the third divifion of the 
return-fleet being fixed for the 2d of April, 
the fhips crews were muftered on the firft of 
that month, and, on the day after, we re- 
ceived our difpatches on board, in the morn- 
ing. At four o clock, p.m. the flagfliip made 
the iignal for getting under weigh, and we 
were foon under fail, with a light breeze of 
wind from the foutheaft. In the evening, 
it fell pcrfcdly calm, with the appearance of 
variable weather in the (ky, while a heavy 

Tea 
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fea rolling into the bay from the fouthweft, 
fet us ftrongly towards the call Ihore, and we 
had much to do to avoid being driven upon 
it during the night. This made us deter- 
mine, as foon as the day broke, to run again 
into the outer road of the Cape, and, at ten 
o’clock, A.M. all the Ihips of the fleet lay 
again at anchor in the road. 

\Ve did not, however, Hop long ; for, at 
half paft one o’clock, p.m. the foutheaft 
wind again coming on, the flaglhip made the 
■flgnal for getting under fail ; which had a 
better ifl'ue, as at four o’clock we had all 
pafled Robben or iSMAifland, and were out 
at fea. 

The foutheaft wind, with which we had 
left the Cape, kept fteady, and blew hard, 
fo that on the 11 th of April, we had already 
pafled the tropic of capricorn, and entered 
the torrid zone. 

On the 1 8th of April, all the captains of 
the fleet went on board the flaglhip, by 
fignal from the commodore, where we re- 
ceived information that we were to purfue 
our voyage to Holland, through the Chan- 
nel j and two days afterwards, we law, at 

break 
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break of day, the iftaiid Sl Helena, pafling 
it at four o'clock, p.m. 

The weather began now to grow very 
hot, and the thermometer was fomctiines, in 
the afternoon, as high as 87^, while the 
coolnels of the night made it fall no lower 
than to 81®. 

On the 26th of April, at daybreak,^ we 
run in fight of the ifland Afeenfion, pafling it 
in the afternoon, and lofing fight of it in the 
evening. 

This ifland lies 1® 37' too much to the 
eaftward, in our maps, according to the 
obfervations of M. de la Caille made in 
the road ; but the latitude agrees with the 
obfervations made by us. Wc had, in fight 
of it, a northwefterly variation of 1 1 which 
differs one degree from the obfervation of 
the variation, when in fight of the fame 
ifland, on my former voyage, being now 
one degree more, fo that the line fliewing 
10^ variation, was removed in fevcii years 
one degree to the weftward. 

Hence we fleered for the equinodlial line 
N.w. by N. although the general failing- 
orders, and particular iuftrudlions of the 

VOL. Ill, H H Company, 
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Company, dircft that it (hould be N.w, 
The rcafon of this our difobcdience, was, 
that a N.w. by n. courfc was materially 
(hortcr than the other, which would, at 
Icaft, have led us one hundred and thirty or 
forty leagues farther; for this reafon, the 
(hips of other nations, when they have a fair 
oppprtunity, never ftecr more to the weft- 
ward, than they can help, and keep in a 
northerly courfe ; thefe, not being bound to 
follow any particular inftrudion or failing- 
orders, with refpeft to their navigation, ge- 
nerally perform much (horter voyages, both 
to and from the Eaft-Indies, than the (hips 
of the Company. Hence too, the com- 
manders of Dutch (hips, impeded and fet- 
tered in their proceedings, cannot pofTibiy 
make as much progrefs as others, in the im- 
provement of navigation; and to this it 
may alfo, in my o])inlon, be greatly attri- 
buted, that the JCnglllh, the French, and 
others, lb far outftrip us in the making of 
improvements, new dlfcoveries, &c. although 
our Eaft-India tj ade might reafonably be fiip- 
pofeJ to be an excellent nurfery for feamen, 
and a fchool for the gieateft nautical im- 
provements, 
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l^rovcmcnts, on account of the number of 
Aips and men it employs, and the diftancc 
and diVerfity of the voyages. 

It is cafy to refute the objc«5tion, that this 
liberty of proceeding might be abuled to the 
prejudice of the Company’s Intcrefts. In 
order, however, to prevent the ftoppage of 
wages and premiums, the feizure of goods, 
and other difficulties^ which would enliic to 
the fhips’ officers and crews, from this devi- 
dtion from the ftrid letter of the Company’s 
inftrudions, we, the five commanders of the 
(hips, agreed to let die courfe ftcered be 
noted as n.w. in the (hips' journals, and I 
accordingly followed this method in mine, 
till the eight of May, after which time, the 
true courfe was noted down. Tins gave a 
difference of full lixty leagues, which we 
ought to have failed more to the weftward, 
if we would afterwards have had to bear 
away to the eaftward again. 

On the 28th of April, a little after cighf 
o’clock in the evening, we faw a ball of 
fire, about the fiz^ of a cannon-ball, (hoot- 
ing from call to weft, and which left be- 
hind it a broad, undulating, fiery ftripc, 
which continued vifiblc for a quarter of an 
H H 2 hour 
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hour after the ball had difiippcarcd, and 
feemed gradually to be driven by the wind 
to the weftward ; the iky appeared at that 
time with patches of lowering and ftormy 
clouds the wind was at s.e. and the ther- 
mometer ftood at 82^. 

On the 3d of "May wr palTcd the line, 
ami die commodore was welcomed in the 
northern hemilphere by a (alute of eleven 
guns from each ihip. 

On the following day, we loll the fettled 
(outlieafterly tradcwiiuh and vve met with 
light and variable airs, calms, and heavy 
Ihowers of rain, not, however, accompanied 
with much thunder and lightning ; the heat 
cncreafed confiderably at the fame time, 
although we did not fee the fun for fcveral 
davs, the air being, for tlic moll part, very 
liazy, and the iky cloudy. The medium 
height of the thermometer, from the ift to 
the 9th of May, including both day and 
night, was 83^, and at noon it was fome- 
times 89^. This continued till the nth, 
when wc met with refreihiiig gales from 
the northeaft, and afterwards clearer wea- 
ther, in the north latitude of 6^ and 7^. 

On the 17th vve were in I2l® north lati- 
tude, 
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tude, when wc edged away from n.w. by N. 
to north, as clofe as wind and weather would 
permit, in order, if pofliblc, to run in fight 
of the iflands Corvus and F/oris, 

Here the northcafi: and eaft wind began 
to blow in frefh gales, frequently with a 
ftormy Iky, and much ram, till in the north 
latitude of 30^, when the wind vccrc^ more 
to the foutheafi, till in about 40^, when it 
changed to weft, though only for two days ; 
after which it chang-ed aijain to northcaft, 
with ftiff gales and lain, by which onr pro- 
grcls was much retarded, '.rhc thermome- 
ter flievvcd that wc had left the torrid zone, 
and were approaching our native climate, 
as it fcldom rofe, in the warmeft part of 
the da\, higher than 65° or 66^, and in the 
morning, before funrife, it was at 59^ 
and 60®. 

On the 26th of May, we faw a ftrange 
fail, for the full time, being a little French 
frigate, coming from Katites^ and going to 
St. Domingo. 

On the next day, 1 went, together with 
the other captains, on board of the commo- 
dore, who had made the lignal for our alfcm- 
bling on board the flag-lhip; where, after 
II H 3 having 
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having formed a council, and finiflicd onr 
matters of bufinefs, we were entertained 
during the remainder of the day, and re- 
turned in the evening, on board of our refpeq- 
tive (hips. 

On the 29th, I had the pleafurc of enter- 
taining them on -"board of my fliip, where 
wc alj dined together ^ and on which occa- 
Jion, fomc alterations were made in the 
falling-orders. Wc were now in that part 
of the ocean called the grafs-fea. 

On the ill: of June, wc fuw, in the after- 
noon, a fleet of fixtecn Ihips of war, bearing 
down upon us from the eaft, who clofed 
round us in the evening, and forced us to 
keep in company with them, till midnight, 
after which, they again allowed us to conti- 
nue our voyage. When the day appeared, 
they Ihewcd Englifli colours ; but, from all 
the circumftances, it appeared that they^ 
xvcrc a French fleet, cruifing to intercept 
the Englifli homewardbound Eaft-India- 
men. 

On the 9th, one of our failors fell from 
the mainyard upon the deck, and died fhortly 
after, by the fall. He was the third man 

th^t 
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that we had loft fincc our departure from 
the Cape. 

On the 24th, we faW an eclipfe of the 
fun, of which I could not obferve cither the 
beginning or the middle, but the end was, 
according to fcveral obler vat ions, in the af- 
ternoon, at eleven minute# part four o’clock, 
true time; and as, according to the^ Con^ 
noijjhnce dcs l*emps^ it was to be at Paris at 
forty-fix minutes paft five o’clock, which 
gave a difference in time with us, ol one 
hour and thirty-five minutes, and Ihewed 
we were in longitude 355^ 7 > ''^hile, by 
our reckoning, wc were in 47^ 
Tenerife, by which it appeared, that wc 
were 5® 40' more to the weft ward, than wc 
had computed ; this agreed with three ob- 
fervations of the diftanccs pt the fun and 
moon, which I^had made four days before : 
and although, on the 7 fd of July, on feeing 
the Lizard-poiuit wc perceived no more 
than two degrees of wefterly mifreckoning, 
yet I truft, that the obfervation approached 
very near the truth, and that, in failing eaftr 
ward with ftiff gales of wind, wc had calcu- 
lated too little ; for three of the other Ihips, 
H H 4 in 
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in the diftancc of fifty-five leagues, between 
the firft meeting with foundings, and the 
view of the land, computed to have failed 
a degree more than wej and which, on 
feeing the land, was found to be right *. 

On the 29th of June, we firft ftruck 
foundings, at fouro’clock, a.m. in one hun- 
dred .fathoms, atid on the 2d of July, we 

♦ The D\itch manner of navigating, is peculiar to them- 
fclves. They ftcer by the tnic conipafs, or rather endeavour 
fo to do, by means of a fmall moveable central card, which they 
fet to the meridian : and whenever they difeover the variation 
has altered 2i degrees fincc the laft adjuftjiient, thcj' again cor- 
reft the central card. This is lleering within a quarter of a 
point, without aiming at greater exa^^nefs. ITie officer of the 
watch, likewife, corrc6ls the courfe for Ice-way, by his own 
judgment, before it is marked down in the log-board. They 
heave no log. Their manner of computing their nui, is by 
means of a meafured diftancc of forty feet, along the (hip’s fide : 
they take notice of any remarkable patch of froth, when it is 
abreaft of the foremoft end of the meafured diftance, and count 
half fcconds till the mark of froth is abreaft of the after-end* 
With the number of half fcconds thus obtained, they divide 
the number 48, taking the pr<xlu<^\ for the rate of failing in 
geographical miles in one hour, or the number of Dutch miles 
in four hours. It is not ufual to make any allowance to the 
fun’s declination, on account of iKing on a different meridian 
from that for which the tables arc calculated : they, in general, 
compute the numbeis juft as they are found” in the table. 
From ill this, it is not difficult to conceive the rcafon why the 
Dutch arc frequently above ten degrees out in their reckon- 
ing. 7*. 


faw 
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faw the i/2tfr</-point, bearing w.n.w. ani 
ou the 3d, at fix o’clock, p.m. we met the 
States’ cruifing frigates, the W lakzaambeidt 
(the Vigilance), and the Venus, the former 
commanded by Captain Matthew Sloot, 
and the latter, by Captain Jacob Peter 
VAN Braam, with whicli-lafl: we purfued 
our voyage on the following day, for. the 
haven of our deftination. 

On the 8th of July, we all anchored be- 
hind the Shingles, as the wind was too 
much to tlie northward, to pals the ftraits 
of Dover, and to run into the North-fea. 
We remained here till the loth, when the 
wind coming round to the s.w, and s.s.w. 
we got under fail ; palTed the ftraits in the 
afternoon ; parted from the frigate, and the 
three other fhips, on the following day, at 
four o’clock, A.M. ftccringfor the illand of 
Walcheren, in company with the ftiip Gan~ 
gesi came in fight of the ifland at lioon; 
and anchored at feven o’clock p.m. at the 
mouth of the palfage called the Deurloo. 

The day after, which was the 12th of 
July, wc entered the Deurloo, call anchor at 
half pall nine o’clock, clofe to the buoy 
N® 2, and the following day, at noon, be- 
fore 
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fore the town of flujhing^ where we were 
oUiged to remain, by calms and contrary 
winds, till the 2 ad, before we could get the 
fiiip as far as the road of Rammkent ; and 
on the 23d, wc were difeharged from the 
Company’s fcrvicc, by the directors Radeb^ 
f«ACHER and V^N de Perre. 
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No. I. 


REGULATIONS and ORDERS, 

j t 

^cfpeOing the coirimiflions and emoluments to be en- 
joyed by the fervants of the Company at Batavia^ atijil 
m the undermentioned adminiftrations, ordained in the 
council of India, by refolvti.ons of tlie 26th and 28th 
of Auguft, 1755. 


Section, i. Of iht Capms. 


yVRTiCLE I. 13 Y this denomination is hereby folcly 

13 underftood, the grand cafhier of the 
Company, holding the general daily calh, and the cafhier 
of general receipts j the cafhier of the paymafter's office 
^ing confidered rather as a diflributer of wages, and thus 
^ot comprehen^led in the following orders ; no more than 
the keeper of the Corhpany's fpecic; or the fenior mer- 
chant of the caftlc, who has the keeping of the gfeat 
treafury ; or the refpedive fecretarics of any boards, or 
others, a£Iing as cafhicrs to fubordinate focietics, already 
cflablifhed in this city, or hereafter to be eftablifhed. 

Art. II. The grand cafhier, or the keeper of the 
daily cafh, fhall receive of all monies paid into his hands^ 
or which he fhall pay away, one-half per cent, which 
fhall be contributed by the payers and receivers } but the 
objects fpecified hereunder, fhall not be fubjc£I to the 
faid half per cent, but fhall be paid, received, and ac- 
counted for i/f namely: 

I, The fabrics and houferents of the members of this 


government, and their fecretaries, and of the brigadier, 
and the two fenior merchants of the caftle ; and alfo the 
houferents of the members of the council of juflicci and 
of the reformed clergymen of the city. 


2. The 
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1. The monies transfened, from time to time, to the 
great treafury, by warrants from the governor general, or 
received by him for daily expcn<Hture. 

3. All that is paid to the chief of the foldycomptoir^ or 
paymaftcr^s office, for payment of board-wages. 

4. All that is furniihed to the chief ivinhliery or pur- 
fcyor, for payment of wages, &c. 

5. The monies arifing from the duties, collcded by 
the colle£Iors of excife and cuftoms, and which are paid 
into the Company’s treafury. 

6. 'I'he monies paid out of the treafury, by refolution 
of the government, to the board of /dn-epens of the city, 
for c4y-ufes, clcanfmg the canals, &c. 

7. llic produce of DankriipM:ftatespaid into the Com- 

f any’s hands, by their affignccs, for tlte benefit of their 
uropcan creditors. 

8. The capitals taken upon intcreft, from the orphan- 
chamber, board of dikes and fluices, commilTioncr-> of 
cllatcs, churches, and hofpiuls, and the intcrell paid up- 
on them by the Company. 

9. The monies remitted by bills of exchange to H'U 
latidy or to the Cape of Goed Hope. 

10. Ivoans from individuals to the Company, if any 
neceffity Ihould arife for negociating fuch. 

11. 'I'ransfcrs of capitals .at intereft. 

12. Penfions allowed to the widows of clergymen. 

13, Penfions to the fervants of the Company who have 
retired. 

14. Cafli paid to the Company’.', fervants, in lieu of 
their emoluments. 

15. Monies paid to the Company on account of any 
old debts. 

16. Money remitted by the curator ad litesy out of the 
cflates of the dcceafed fervants of the Company. 

17. Cafh arifing from fales out of the diiTercnt admini- 
ftrations, includiug the falc of liquors, &c. in the provifion- 
magazine, unferviceable goods in the ambiv^tjUvarlifry 
and goods belonging to the Company, fold by the ven- 
duemaftcr. 

18. Whatever is paid, or remitted, to the hofpitals, 
the feminarium thcologlcumy and the marine academy. 

10. Whatever is paid to, or for the maintenance of, 
the Indian envoys, ftate-prifoners, and native princes, to- 
' gether 
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gether widi all others who may be reckoned to belong to 
than# 

20. Portages of letters. 

21. What is paid to the officers of the native militia, 
or trainbands, and to the city-officers *, namely, to the 
weighmarter, furveyor, fupermtendent of the filhmarkct, 
fuperintendent of the ricemarket, affizer of the lhambles, 
and die govcrnels of the houfe of corredion for females. 

22. Wliat is paid to the writer at Ta/tgeran^ for pur- 

chalc of See, for thofc who lie in garrilon there. 

23. What is paid at the amhapjlnmrt'itr^ the ifland 
Onn 4 j% .nul the admiralty-wharf, tor* die maintenance of 
flaves, he. 

24. Tiie board of tlie government-flaves. 

2v riic money wliich the fervants of the Company 
receive, for provilions, upon their departure for Holland. 

26. 'The Ipecie that is delivered to the captains of 
fliips, upon leaving India, for the purchafe of rcfrelh- 
rnents, upon touching at foreign ports. 

27. Penaities and forfeitures incurred by fcntcnccs of 
the refpedlve courts of jullicc, and paid into the treafury 
of the Company. 

28. .S..lc-> of rice at the bazar^ for the relief of the in- 
habitants. 

29. P.iyments to bakers, for bread, &c. furnilhcd to 

llic government. 

30. Whatever payments arc required to be made, to 
the captains of (lilps, for purchafe of falt-fiUi, cadjang^ 
iKMns, tamarinds, &c. for their crews, upon the failure 
of fupply of any of thofc articles from the Company’s 
it ores. 

3 1 . And altliougli tlie Palembangers, by refolution of 
the 23d of Auguit, 174H, are liberated from the payment 
of the afoTciaid onc-lialf per cent, upon the pepper and 
tin which they furnifh, yet the cafhicr fliall continue to 
receive the func, and it lhall be carried to the account of 
thofe articles, conformable to the tenor of the aforefaid 
refolution. 

Akt. hi. Of all wlut is not included in the above 
exceptions, the cafhicr lhall receive the faid one-half per 
cent, and fliall be hound to keep due note thereof, and 
(lull deliver a (latemcnt thereof every year to the direc- 
tor general, upon the dote of the books, in order that its 
amount may be divided, among thofc to whom a fhare 

therein 
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therein has been granted; namely, to tlic cafhier himfelft 
one-fourth ; to each of the two fenior merchants of the 
caftle, one-eighth ; to the fecond in the great treafury, 
one-eighth; to the negotie-comptoir^ or board of trade, 
three-fixteenths; to the office of thedire£Ior general, one- 
eighth; and to the examiners of the bybooks of Batavia^ 
one-fixtccnth. 

Art. IV. The cafhier of general receipts, fhall equally* 
receive one-half per cent, upon the amounts of the farm- 
ed duties, that is, to be paid by the farmers, fo that the 
whole amount of th^ duties fhall be made good to the 
Company. But the faid one-half per cent fliall not be 
paid-r 

1. Of the further revenues, which are accounted for at 
the general monthly offircckoning of the receipts; 

2. Not of the money jfaid into the Company’s grand 
treafury. 

Art. V. The above half per cent fhall, at the termi- 
nation of the year, be divided, two-thirds to the receiver 
general, and onc-third to the cafhier of general receipts. 

Suction ii. 0/ the Adnnn^rators in general. 

Art. i. In this general denomination arc included, 
not only thofe who are ufually called warehoufekeepers, 
or fuperintendents of the Company’s warehoufes, ftores^ 
and magazines, hut likewife all thofe who have any ad- 
minillration over the Company’s efteds ; as, the chiefs of 
the admiralty-wharf, of the iwihagtJJiwartlcry of the arfe- 
nal, of the armoury, and of the (Lbles, or the command- 
ant and comptroller of e<|uipment, the fahrieky the chief 
of the artillery, the wardcir of the armoury, and the fta- 
blekceper, all whom ihali enjoy the following advantages, 
and be fubjed^ to the following obligations and relfridions, 
which .are common to them all. 

Art. ir. 'Fhe common emoluments of all the ad- 
minilfrations of the commercial warchoufes, the wharf, 
tl\e amhgt/hiuirthry the provifion-magazine, the grain- 
magazine, the medical dilpenfary, the armoury, the ar- 
tillery-yard, and the ll.iblcs, fhall confiit in the follow-* 
ing: 

I. That, although the five per cent formerly allowed 
on purchafes is wholly abolifhed, the adminiihators lhall, 
nc\’erthelcfs, be permitted to be the ppovidcis of fuch 

goods, 
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goods, TLS arc wanted in their rcfpc£llve wafchotifcs, and 
muft be purchafed for fending olF, &c. provided the fam- 
ples thereof be laid before the direftor general, aiul tlic 
prices of them approved of by him. 

2. They ihall all likcwifc have, to be paid by the pur- 
chafers of goods, diat arc fold for ready money, out of 
their adminirfrations, five per cent Upon the amounts, but 
not upon what is furniflied, on account of payments to 
the members of the government, and other privileged 
perfons, to tlie diderent boards, and to the hofpitals, who 
ihall continue to account for what they receive from the 
refpc£livc admmiftrations, according to the prefent cui- 
tom, tw'icc every year, upon the cuftomary warrantij. 

Art. III. Notwithftanding the ufual annual oatli of 
purgation has been mortified and aboliflicd, yet the atl- 
minillrators in general, all together, and each one in par- 
ticular, fliall be bound diligently to obferve, and accu- 
rately to .attend to, the following duties of their offices : 

1. That they (hall have, each in their refpe 6 fivc ad- 
miniftrations, to adf as c.ircfully and economically, as if 
they were attending to their own individual concerns. 

a. That, with refpe^f to the goods they furnifh to the 
Company, tlicy Avail have ftridly to attend to the orders 
which are given to them, as well in regard to the prices, 
as to the qualities i and further, on this head, tJiat they 
Ihall not only be fatlsficd with their juft dues, but Aiall, 
as much as lies in their power, and as far as they can in 
their refpe£tivc departments, take care, that others da 
not a£t difhoncAly towards the Company. 

3- 'I'hat, in regard to the overweights and ovcrmcafurcs, 
they fhall not cxccctl the limitations made on that fuhjedt, 
and that in thefe, and aifu in the undermentioned oA* 
reckonings and deficiencies, both at the receipt and de- 
livery, and which arc allotted to dicni as an honourable 
means of fubfiAcncc, they fhall have to behave themfclvcs 
asporfons of honour and honcfly, without defrauding any 
one, or exading, or taking, any thing more than what is 
juflly due to them, or charging any one more than is 
right, much Icls defrauding any one in weights or mca- 
furcs, or being guilty of ar\y adulteration, cornmixtion, or 
fubflitution of goods \ neither fhall they fufFcr, if they can 
prevent it, any one to be guilty of any of thefe cnormltici} 
but, on the contrary, fliall as carefully watch againft, and 
endeavour to prevent them, as tlicy could or might do in 

their 
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thc’r own affairs *, the whole upon pain, that, whoever 
lliall be found to have ofTendal againfl this article, fhall, 
without the lead favour or refpedl of perfons, be difmiiTed, 
and declared incapable of ferving the Company *, and fur- 
ther puniflied as Hull l>e judged fit and ueceihiry, accord- 
ing to the tircumllances ot the cafe. 

Ari'. IV. And in order that the aforefaid adminillra- 
rors, and efjKcially the warehoufekeepers, be the better 
able duly to attend to the difeharge of their fcveral duties, 
they fhall be bound, either at the receipt or dilpatch of 
good^, to be prefent, as often as their fcrvice (ball be re- 
quired, without ref^tf of days or hours ; and for the 
performance of the ordinary w'ork of their ofliccs, they 
are required to attend on tjie four principal workingdays 
of the week, munely, Mondays, 'rucfdaySjThurfdays, and 
Fridays, from feven to eleven o’clock in the forenoon, 
and front two to five or fix o’clock in the afternoon, as 
aUb on tlie mornings of Wednefdays and Saturdays at 
the fame hours, on the aftcriKwns of which days they 
fhall likewife be bound to attend, if nccefliny, on tlte pain 
of forfeiting one month’s w'ages for every inltance of ne- 
glccf, to the benefit of the common purfc of tlte pen- 
iilfis. 

Art. V. TJie commandunr and comptroller of equip- 
ment {equipagiemcej}er\ the phruk^ and the chief of the 
artillery, fhall not only be ct)nrulcreil as adminillrators of 
many of tlic warchoufes ami Itores in ihcir fcveral de- 
partments, but flull likewife he rcfponfible foi the con- 
dii^l of their fubordinatc adminiitrators, mailers, and 
W'ardcns, with the provilb that they Ih.dl be at liberty to 
take fuch precautions in tliis reiped as they may judge 
proper for their fccurity ami dilclnirgc, and alfo to make 
Inch complaints and rcprcfentarions as may be nccefl’ary, 
refpeding any inattention, ncglccl, onnllion, or other evil 
practices of diofc inferior oliicers, w liich fliall be imme- 
diately attended to and redrcfled. 

Art. VI. Finally, all the aforefaid adminillrators, in 
general, fhall have to take care, that the quantities ariling 
upon the overweights and mcafures, cither upon receipt, 
or delivery, of fuch gooils as the Company referve cx- 
clufivcly to thcmfclves, fhall not fall into the hands of 
private individuals, although the tlifpofal of them to fucJi 
perfons may be more advantageous^, but much as they 
(hall have been able to favc by tlie allowed oveiwcigats 
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upon fuch articles, namely, Japan copper, whether in 
bars, plates, or wire, all other copper, pepper, tin, coffee, 
faltpctrc, and the finer fpices, among which are included 
long pepper and cubebs, (hall every year be delivered to 
the Company } ncvcrthclefs, if various prices for any of 
the above articles are given by the Company, the highell 
lhall be paid to them •, yet, with this provilo, that, witli 
refpedt to tlte pepper which is delivered to the Company 
hy the adminlitrators, they fhall receive for that whicn 
they gain by the allowed overweights and offreckonings, 
in the fainc manner as heretofore,* twelve rixdollars peJ- 
picol, provided that they infert in the warrant of pay- 
ment, or aimex to it, a Ipecific account, proving that the 
quantity delivered at that price docs not exceed the al- 
lowed overweights and offreckonings ; and with rcfpcdl 
to tiie pepper which they further purchafi; out of the over- 
weights and offreckonings allowed to the commanders of 
veffels, they lhall only have to pay for it, at the rate of 
nine rixdollars per picol. But all the other goods which 
they may obtain out of their allowed overweights and 
mcafures, they fliall be at liberty to difpofe or as they 
think proper, either hy fale to private perfons, by Ihipping 
them off* to other places, or by delivery to the Company. 


*®ECTiON III. Of the Admmijlrators in partieu/an 

Art. 1. Befides the above emoluments, which Hull 
be common to all the adminillrations, the refpedlivc ware- 
houfekeepers lhall further enjoy thofe that follow, each 
according to the circumftances of his office, and to be di- 
vided in the manner preferibed, and fubjed to the re- 
llridlions added to them. 

Art. II. The commercial warchoufes. 

By this denomination are undcrftixxl the warchoufes on 
the well fide, at the water-gate, on the i Hands Onruj} and 
Kuypery and the fugar and cloth warchoufes, conftituting 
five different adminillrations, over very different fpecies of 
merchandize. 

Art. III. The warchoufes on the well fide and at the 
water-gate fliali, with refpcdl to the advantages, be 
combined, and the following emoluments, allowed to 
the four adminiftrators, lhall he annually divided among 
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thfm in equal portions, each having an equal degree of 

r.’fponfibility. 

1 . llic coffee dclivererl to the Company from the pro- 
vince of jacentra^ fliall lx; houfed in thde warehoufes, ac- 
cording to the orders of the diredor general, and whether 
more or lefs lhall be received at each, the profits upon 
the whole lhali be on the common account, and for the 
common benefit of all the adminiilrators, and fhall con- 
lift, acconling as the cullom is at prefent, in an allowed 
overweight, namely, that the cofice received at the rate 
^,f one hundred and forty pounds per picol, lhall be de- 
livered by bales of two picols, or two hundred and fifty 
ponnils, with two pounds for draft, out of which diiVer- 

, enec the aforefaid adminiilrators lhall have to make good 
all lofs m weight by drying, during the time that it lhall 
lie under their cave, likewife all damage and wafte, ex- 
cepting fueh as may occur by extraordinary circum- 
Itancrs, or by accidents, which they could not prevent, 
and irlpecfing which, the autiiority for their being al- 
lowed, lhall depend upon the fpecial approval of the go- 
vernment. 

2. Tea on freight, forwarded to Holland, (liall hence- 
forward pay one tkilling, or onc-eighth of a rixdollar, per 
picol, for the trouble which the laid warehoufekeepers 
have concerning it, whether it be received into the ware- 
houfes on the well fide '.none, or both in them, aiB in 
thole at the water-gate, as circumftances may induce i 
and, on the other hand, the (aid adminifttators lhall he 
relponliblc for the damage and lofs which may happen to 
the tea, and which might have been prevented by proper 
care, irom the time of the receipt, till that of the de- 
livery. 

2. l .he aforefaid warchotifckcepers lhall not have to 
claim anv bonification of oftVcckonings, or diminutions, 
beyond ttie aforefaid allowed emoluments, upon goods 
which they dull receive in titeir adminiftratlons, accord- 
ing to the prefent regulation, but lhall have to anfwer for 
them, piece for piece, and pound for pound, excepting 
the fpiccs, the underweights of which lhall, if required, 
be teilified upon oath before tlie fupremc government, 
and be in conrcquencc allowed, according to circum- 
tt.mccs, by fpccial refolutious; and of which the furplus- 
weights Hull be to tlic advantage of tlic Company ; and 
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refpedlmg which, all private trade, and all indire£I con- 
dud, is prohibited, upon pain of corporal puniilunenti 
and of death, according to drcumdances, agreeable to 
the ^atutes which, in this refped, arc left in their f\ill 
force 5 as likcwifc the ancient order, that the adininiftra- 
tors of the weftfide warehoufes, on quitting their em- 
ployments, or on being appointed to other offices, (hall 
take an oath that they have aded with fidelity and ho- 
nefty, during the time of their adminiilration. 

Art. IV. The fugar-warchoufe. 
r. Ail the goods received therein fhall be delivered o 2 l ^ 
again, free of all deficiency and underweight. 

2. Excepting, the long-accuftomcd allowance, 6f one 
pound per hundred for draft on the copper in plates, &c. 
Uicctlctd, piglcad, and vcrmillion. 

3. And tliere (hall be no further emoluments received 
there, than fix (livers per picol, to be paid by the de- 
liverer of the powder-fugar, which is delivered to the 
Company, and (erving for the purpofes of trade, tliat is, of 
the^ two forts cahejfa and bari^a ; and nine (livers upon 
each picol fugar-candy, without any overweight or fur- 
ther charge upon ilic deliverer of any kind or fort what- 
ever. 

4. The approval and valuation of the fugars which arc 
fumifhed, (hall ncvcrthclefs remain, according to the pre- 
fent and ancient culloin, with the director general. 

5. Lailly, thofc of tlie aforefaid warehoufc (hall have 
to lake care, that the fugar furniihed to tlic Company, be 
not adulterated, mixed, or changed. 

Art. V. The wardioufcs upon the iflands of Onrufl. 
ViAdiKuyper, 

I. Rcfpc«fling the article of pepper, which is one of 
the chief articles of tliis adrainiftration, the adminiftrators 
(hall— 

fl. Have to take care, together with their fubordinate 
officers, that, according to ancient cufiom, the duft of 
fuch pepper as is received unharped, and is harped in their 
warehoufes, be immediately, that is, on the fame day that 
the harping (hall have been cffcdlcd, or at fartheft within 
the fpace of four-and-twenty hours, either buried, or 
thrown away, at the place appointed for that purpofe, in 
order that it be not again intermixed with the pepper in 
the w’archoufcs. 

h. They 
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h. They ftijll Hkewife, cxclufive of the undermeirttoned 
allowances, not be guilty of any extortion upon receipt ot 
delivery, either by extravagant tares or any other inven- 
tion ; but, with refpecl to the dullinefs of the pepperj 
which is occafioned without their faults, by lying, drying 
up, and turning over, they thall he allowed to continue 
the former method, namely, to make fcveral due trials, in 
order to form from them a calculatory allowance for 
duft. 

, /. Upon their waiyhoufcs becoming empty of pepper, 

f :t1iey lhai! hciu cforw^ird he allowed two per cent at once, 
and ny more, nor any thing upon the (hipment, for gene- 
ral w'.’dle. 

d. On the pepper which is brought from Banfom and 
Palemhattg^ by the Company's thip>, they Hi, ill have the 
one-half per cent overweight with wliicli they receive it, 
and be allowed to deliver it otT, pound for pound, with- 
out any overweight. 

f, (In the other hand, on the pepper wdnch is brought 
by and delivered to them from native veflels, they lhall 
be allowed to take a draft of five pounds upon each 
weigh of about three hundred pounds, to be borne by 
the deliverers, agreeable to the refolution of government 
of the 1 ith of Auguft, 1752, in order to indemnify them 
for the greater hazard they run by pilferage, wade, and 
crumbling, and for the charges they incur towards the 
deliverers; and on the contrary, they Avail he anfwcrahlc 
for all mifeondud of their fervants and inferiors towards 
the natives at fuch receipts. 

2. The Chcribon coffee, which is henceforward to be 
received by the Ihips’ commanders at the original places of 
lliipment, at the rate of one hundred and thirty pounds 
per picol, and dclivercil at the waYchoufes here at one 
hundred and twenty-eight pounds per picol, may be de- 
livered .igain by the adniiniftrators with an overweight of 
one pound, or at the rate of one hundred and twenty-fix 
pounds ; and they (hall, moreover, upon the warehoufes 
becoming empty of cofiee, be allowed ap offreckoning 
of two per cent, and no more, w'hcther it fliall have 
been for a long ot a fliort tii^e under their charge, 

3. Saltpetre fhall hcnceforw'ard be received here, with 
two per cent overweight, grofs, and be fliippcd, fold, ot 
fumiihcd, limply grofs, without overweight; and upon 

the 
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the whole quantity being tkken out of the ^^Tirehoufc8, an 
allowance (hall be equally made of two per cent for walk, 
&c. in this article. 

4. The caliatourwood, from Coromandelt fhall be rc^ 
ccived with one per cent overweight, and the fapanwood, 
from Siam and Bima, together with die fandalwood, from 
other places, with one half per cent, and (hall W de- 
livered neat, widiout overweight ; and upon the whole 
quandty being taken out of the warehoufes, an allowance 

. of two per cent (hail, in the fame manner, be given for 
waftc. 

5, Upon the arcca, the adminlllrators fhall enjoy^r/ 
offreckoning of two per cent upon the parcels which arc** 
weighed off within the year, and three per cent upon 
tho£* that remain in the warehoufes beyond that time ; 
and in die fame manner, in the other admlniftrations 
where this article is received, ns was granted by the rc- 
folution of government of the 28th of December, 1754. 

Art. VI. 'rhe new cloth-warehoufcs. 

1. I'hc ndminiftrator of thefe warehoufes, fliall receive 
for every chcll of opium, w'ithout diftimflion ns to Gzc, 
delivered out of this admiiiillration to the privileged fo- 
ciety, without having any thing to do witn tliofe who 
buy opium from the focicty, one riNdollar and a half, and 
no more, which lliall be paid by the focicty. 

2. As, by Tcfolution of this government of the 9th of 
May, 1752, it was determined, that, from that time for- 
ward, the public falcs of the Company’s goods in the 
city, fhould be held at the houfe of the venduemafter, 
agreeable to that refolution, five per cent of their amount 
fhall be deducted, to the charge of the Company, and 
to be divided in the following manner; namely, three 
per cent to the venduemaller, and one-half per cent to 
his audioncer, provided that they fltall each be anfwcr- 
able, pro ratoy for the debts of die purchafers, that is, 
the former for fix-fevenths, and the latter for onc-feventh; 
and of the remaining one and a half per cent, one per 
cent fhall be given to the fenior merchants of die caftic, 
that is one-half per cent to each ; and the other one-half 
per cent, to the adminiftrator in the cloth-w'archoufe. 

Art. vii. The retail-warchoufc. 

I. 'Fhe adminiftrator in this adminiftraton, ftipll regu- 
late himfelf, in the falc of goods, by the market-price of 
the city, and fhall form a monthly price<urreiu, fubjed 
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to the approbation of the diredor general, provided Eu- 
ropean articles yield an advance of no lefs than thirty, 
and Indian goods an advance of twenty-five per cent; 
but the members of the government fhall be at liberty to 
pay for fuch goods a,s they take out of this adminiftration, 
for their ufc, at the rate of two-thirds of the cuftomary 
advance which would have been made on the falc. 

2. I’he particular emoluments of the adminiftrator, 
fhall confjft in the per centages for wafte, &c. which 
he fhall henceforward be allowed to take, in the (lead of ‘- 

fettled by refolupon of the i6th of January, 1682, 
"^itnd fliall be as follow, to wit : upon woollens, velvets, 
and other European manufadures, which arc delivered 
by the ell, and not by whole pieces, four and onc-^half per 
cent. 

Upon mace, cinnamon, and nutmegs, fold and fur- 
niOied, feven and one-half per cent. 

Uj)on cloves, four and onc-half per cent. 

Upon colours, drugs, ftnrch, and wares of that de- 
feription, feven and one-half per cent. 

3. And although this adminiftrator fhaH be at liberty 
to difpofe of the Ipices arifmg from the above allowed 
overweights, among the articles fold for ready money, 
yet he lhall be fpecially hound not to fell, either on his 
own or any other account, any more fpices, or partici- 
pate tlirc£\ly or indircdly therein *, and he ftiall, more- 
over, be required to keep a ftria watch over fufpeacd 
purchafers, even if the fpices be only fetched by the finglc 
pound, and apinft all frauds, as much as may be in nis 
power, agreeable to the refolution of this government of 
tlvc 25th of July, 1702. 

Art. viif. The gr.iin-magazine. 

The adminiftrators in this magazine fhall, with rc- 
fpc6> to the rice, content thcmfelvcs with the one hun- 
dred pounds allowed upon each laft, by refolution of the 
i6th of Odober, 1744 j and further, upon the paddee, 
cadjang, beans, peas, wheat, rye, and bifeuit, live per cent 
and no more : the paddcc to be made good by the bundle 
or Ihcaf, in the fame way, and of the fame weight, as 
when received, that Is, twenty pounds per Iheaf, or, after 
dedudion of the abovementioned five per cent for wafte, 
nineteen pounds. 

Art# IX. The iron-magazine. 

Inflead of the offreckoning, regulated by the refolu- 
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tsons of the 17th of October, 1691, and the i^th of Oc- 
tobcr,i^5, the following allowanceR lhall be given in this 
adminiaration, and which lhallbe the only fpecul eniolu- 
menu of it, namely : 

four per cent upon iron in bars ( 
four per cent upon iron-hoops *, 
fix per cent upon lockplatcs \ 
two per cent upon Heel j 
three per cent upon nails. 

And th<y)rohihition of the fale, for ready money, of iron, 
Heel, nails, as well the licenfed fale of wroujjht iron 
utenfils, out of the iron-maga/inc, •contained in thejw 4 o-^, 
lution of the 23d of AuguH, 1754, continue both in*^ 
force. • 

Art. X. 'fhe provifion-magazine. 

1. 'The barrels of beef, pork, and butter, the Icagcrs, 
half leagers, whole and half awmsof liquid v/aies, lhall 
be accounted for, by poumls and caius, as by the pielent 
cuftom, without further ojfreckoning. 

2 . In future, likewife, all empty calks, leagers, &e. 
fhall he accounted for, excepting the calks, uliieli are 
fold together with their contents, at the prefent cul- 
tomary quarterly fales, agreeable to the rcfoluiion of the 
23d of Augnll, 1754, as alfo the beer calks delivered to 
members of the guvermnent, iqwii account of eonfumption 
or payment. 

3. The adminiftrators Audi continue to enjoy the 
ancient cuftomary perquilites, confiiling of one barrel of 
Friefland butter, one Icagcr of French wine, twenty-four 
butulles of wax candles, and one hundred and toity-four 
pounds of tamariiuls, for both, every year. 

4. Upon delivery, or accounting for beer, wine, aiul 
other liquors, as likewife vineg.ir, and oil, in as f.ir as the 
latter is received from other places, but not upon train- 
oil, and arr.tck, nor upon the Ci)Co;mut-oil purchafed here, 
they lhall be allowed to write off, fix per cent ■, and upon 
receipt, nothing lhall be Hated differently from what has 
been received, either as to quality or quantity, wliich, to- 
gether w ith a due attention to the unadulterated Hate of 
Dotlt dry and liquid gootls, i^ fiKcially eonfidered as part 
of the duty of their otlicc. 

5. They fliall aifo not receive any thing clfc than good 
liquors, but lhall give up the rcH upon receipt, either for 
fale, or throwing aw'ay. 
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6 . Blit upr n the becoming four of any calks received 
in good order, without tlicir fault or neglect, tlicy UuU 
have to make feparatc declarations thereof, under pre- 
fentation of oath, and requeft an offreckoning thereof, 
and they fliall not reckon any per centage upon fuch 
calks. 

7. Upon liquors received in bottles, they (hall be al- 
lowed to write off, five per cent, and no more. 

8. Upon cotton, wax, and fait, alfo, five per cent. 

9. Upon wax candles, two per cent. 

10. For each leager of arrack fold and delivctU to the 

but not of fuch as arc given in payment of cx- 
•Vife duties, they fiiall receive one ducatoon from the de- 
liverer^ that is, one rixdollar and fivc-ci?hths •, but they 
fliaJl not he .illowcd any thing for leakage or wafte, to 
which they fliall have to pay proper care. 

Art. XI. The armoury. 

The warden fhall not, after the 31ft of Augiift, 1755, 
charge any part of the five per cent formerly allowed to 
him, hy refolution of the 22d of March, 1753, upon 
whk is repaired, nor upon what is purchafed or fold, but 
inflcad thereof, he fliall Jiave, once a year, the fum of one 
thoufand rixdollars, or two thoufand four hundred gilders, 
out of the cafh of the Company, under fuch penalties, 
with refped to infidelity, or fraudulent condudl, as have 
been beiore mentioned, with regard to the adminiflrators 
in general, Sfc r. 11. Art. hi. 

Art. xit. The artillery. 

The chief of the artillery, or the major, fhall equally, 
inflcad of the five per cent formerly allowxd to him, 
by refolution of the 12th of December, 1752, ujwn the 
materials, &c. ufed, receive, once a year, in heu thereof, 
the fum of one tlioufand rixdollars, or two thoufand four 
hundred gilders, out of the Company’s cafli, provided he 
pays proper attention that every tning be done in his 
department to the beft advantage of the Company, and 
nothing ufed needlcfsly, wafted, or ncglcdcd, under fuch 
penalties as are before detailed. 

Art. XIII. The Jtnha^ts^hvntiitr, 

The refpeOive mailers therein lhall continue to enjoy 
the perquifites given to them by refolution of the 6th of 
March, 1752, amfifting, befidcs tlie fixed number of 
coolies, of the following : 

I, To the maftcr-carpcnter, five per cent upon die 

timber 
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timber and nails ufed under his dire^iion, in the ffJT- 
vice «f tl»e Company, and which he Avail have to de- 
liver to the Company at fifty per cent advance, in order 
that if any timber or nails be fouiul to have been other- 
wife difpofed of by him, they may be afeertained to have 
been obtained in an unlawful manner. 

2. 'fo the mafter-bricklaycr, alfo five per cent upon the 
materials ufed under his dirc^ion, in the fcrvice of the 
Company, to be delivered m the fame manner to the 
Company. 

3. To the maftcr-fmith, plumber, and brazier, befulea 
the fettled per centages for waile,* namely, thirteygj* per 
cent upon iron, Heel, and lockplates, and ten per cent* 
upon cop[>cr ami lead, five per cent on the metak, ^c. 
ufed, equally to be delivered, with an advance of fifty per 
cent, to the Company. 

4. But as llie emoluments of the mafter-plumber and 
brazier are rather trifling, and thofc of the mailer-brick- 
layer are very conlidcrable, the latter lliall pay, out of the 
benefits upon his pcrquiiitcs, two hundred rixdoilars to the 
mailer-plumber, and one hundred rixdoilars to die malhr> 
brazier, 

5. 'The mailcr-gunpowdcr-niaker, fiiall be allowed to 
charge twelve pounds tare for ever double bac of falt- 
petre, agreeable to the vcfolution of tlic idtli of January, 
1748. 

Art. xtv. The .admiralty-wharf. 

'rhe fcrvnnts in tlufj department ihall likewife continue 
to enjoy a part of the emoluments granted to them, both 
.It the wharf and at the liland Own///, by tiie refolution 
of the 2d of June, 1 752, namely : 

1. 'I’he mailer at OnruJJi and the inailcr-carpcntcrs, 
coopers, and fmiths, ihall, each in their refpedivc depart- 
incms, have five per cent upon what they work up, and 
an hundred per cent advance thereon j while the mailer- 
cooper, ihall have to make good to the mafter-mapmakcr, 
one-third of hij> iliare. 

2. 'l*he mailer-failmaker, and the fuperintendent of the 
ropc-warchoufc flviil alfo have five per cent, to be de- 
livered to the Company at invoice-prices, and to be di- 
videti, one-half to tlie commandant, one-iixth to the vice- 
commandant, one-fixth to the mallcr-ful-makcr, and one- 
iixth to the fuperintendent of the rope-warehoufe ; with 
tills provifo, that the laid five per cent (hall not be taken 

upon 
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upon cables and heavy cordage, nor upon timber for 
mails, nor upon caiks, an^ors, or grapnels, all which re* 
main exempted therefrom. 

3. The mailer at Onritfti ihall retain, as a perquifite for 
himfdf, die providing 01 the boxes for copper, out of the 
remnants of wood, at the ufual price of fourteen ilivers 
apiece. 

4. The wages of the caulkers employed under the 
mailer-carpenter, at the admiralty-wharf, being aboliihed, 
fifty able menflaves of the Company, ihall he employed in 
that work, who Ihall remain night and day upon the wharf, 
•anePft^, whom a place ihall be appropriated, while no more 
(hall be charged for each of the faid ilaves than /.ay i, for 
clothing, per annum. 

5. 'Ae monthly wages of the ilaves appointed by the 
faid refolution of the ad of June, 175a, tor the fervants 


of the admiralty-wharf, to wit : 

for the bookkeeper of equipment 12 

for the undcr-bookkccpcr 6 

for the deputy of the commandant . . • . .6 

fut* the firft journeyman-carpenter, at the admiralty- 

wharf 6 

for the fecond ditto 4 

for the firil journeyman of the train 5 

for the fccond ditto 3 

for the firil joumeyman-fmith 4 

for the firil journeyman-cooper 3 

for the firil joumeyman-mapmaker 3 

for the firil journeyman-failmaker 4 

for the fccond ditto 2 

for the mate of the wharf 6 

for the boatfwain of ditto • • 4 


fliall' be withheld, if it be found that the abovemen- 
tioned number of ilaves be not adually employed at that 
place, in the fervice of the Company. 

6. The number of hired ilaves, at the ifland OnruJ}^ 
ihall provifionally be fixed at four hundred, and the reil 
ihall be fetched away; and the number of the Company’s 
own ilaves ihall be kept at two hundred and fifty. 

Section IV. Of what the feveral Adminifrahrs Jball 
ha\H to pay out again. 

Art 1. a. Ail the adminiilrators hereunder named, 

but 
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but BO other, fhaU have to make good fund^ payments, 
out of their beforementioned allowed peromfites, but no 
more, than is here fpeciallv detailed, namely : 

h. To the fenior merchants of the caftle, and to the 
commercial clerks, in order to contribute towards afford- 
ing them a proper means of fubfiftence, yearly, the fol- 

Thf’adminiftrators of the weftlide, 225 rixdollars to the 
fenior merchants of tlie caftle, and 25 nxdollars to the 


commercuU clerks. 

Hie adminillrators at the water-gate, 225^ and 2^ nx- 
dollars, as above. ' 

The adminiftrators of the fugar-warchoufe, 27o^and 30 

rixdollars, as above. , » ir 

Tlie adminiftrators of the iflands Onrujt and dt Kuypft, 
540 and 60 rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiftrators in the cloth-warehoufc, 180 and 20 


rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiftrators of the grain-magazine, 180 and 
20 rixdollars, as above. 

The adminiftrators of the provifion-magazinc, 540 and 
60 rixdollars, as above. 

The cafhier of the daily cafli, 2,250 and 250 rixdollars, a^ 
above. I'ogeiher, 4)4 ^ ^ rixdollars to the fenior merchant® 
of the caftle, and 490 rixdollars to the commercial clerks. 

c. The warchoufc-kccpcrs lhall alfo have to pay to the 
commilfioncrs in the warchoufes, fpccially named here-* 
under, and to no others, and likewife not to any extraor- 
dinary commifTioncrs, clerks, or othcr.s, under any den^ 
inination, or pretext, whatever*, in order, that the faid 
commiflioners may equally have an alfillant means of 
fubfiftence, befulcs their .adUal wages j namely : 

to the commiflioncrs of the weftfidc . rixdollars 250 
to the commifTioncrs at the water-gate . ditto 250 

tothelcommiflioncrs in the fugar-warehoufe, ditto 300 

to the commiflioncrs at OnruJI and de Kuyper^(}i\iiQ 30® 

to die commifTioners in the treafury, to be 
made good by the adminiftrator of the 

retail-warchoufe ditto 200 

to the commiflioncrs in the grain-magazine, ditto 20« 

to the commiflioncrs in die provifion-ma- 
gazinc <litto 300 


together, rixdollars t,8oo 


Art. 
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Art. ir. All fees that (hall be given, befidcs the above, 

i ty the aforefaid adminifirators, to European, or other 
ervants, writers, See. in their employ in tne warehoufes, 
lhall depend wholly upon their good will, in order that 
thofc inferior officers may be the more attentive, properly 
to perform their fervicei tlic more fo, as they have to 
anfwer for their conduct, and are refponfiblc for every 
lliing. 


Section v. 0/ the great W'Mier, 

w^'T'hc payment of ihc monthly wages fhall hencefor- 
ward be allowed to be made wholly in ready money, in- 
ftead of half in money, and half in goods, as was for- 
merly cuftomary ; but the rixdollar of forty-eight heavy 
(livers (hall be carried to account, at fixty-four light 
(livers, according to ancient practice. 

2. Inftcad of the fix (livers per rixdollar, formerly de- 
duced, upon the half of the wages paid in goods, in order 
to receive that half likcwife, in fpccic, three (livers (hall 
henceforward be dcdufleil, per rixdollar, upon the whole. 

3. Of thefe three (livers, two (hall be carried to ac- 
count of the Company, and the remaining one is to be 
for him, and his fccond, namely, two thirds for the for- 
mer, and one third for the latter, for their further fup- 
port ; and nothing more (hall he charged or deduced, 
with regard to the pay of the Company’s fervants. 

Given at Batavia^ in the calllc, tins 28th of 
Auguft, anno 1755. 


No. 11. 

GENERAL REGULATION, ,, 

Rcfpefling the commiffions, and emoluments, of the 
Company’s fervants, and fundry orders to be obfcrx’ed 
at the feveral out-fadories, 

SECTio>f I. Of the Fadories i» general. 

Art. I. The refpedive cafliiers (hall enjoy one half 
per cent, upon all monies paid in monthJy payments, 

upon 
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upon warrants ; namely, for coolev-hire, purchafe of ma- 
terials, and other ncccflarics for dailv ufc, and whatever 
has relation thereto 5 but the faid half per cent, fhall be 
wholly borne by the rcfpc£rive providers of goods, or re- 
ceivers of mon^. 

Art, II. TJe adminiftrators and mafters of the work- 
ing people, Oiall, each in his refpedive department, enjoy 
five per cent, either in overweight, ovcrmcafurc, or in 
money, from the provider, upon the purchafe of all fmall 
articles, required for the fervicc of the marine department, 
repairs of vcflels, and likewife for the nocefiary rep^^ and 
additions to the public works i and for ordinary coni^ampti- 
on, provided they charge nothing for lofs in weight br mca- 
fiire; but upon goods, on which the faid five per cent is not 
enjoycil, they may charge five per cent to the Company^ 
provideil, that, in accounting for the ufc matle of the afore- 
laid gocjdi, tlicy Hate die real quantities cmjdoycd. 

Art. hi. 'Ihc governors, and directors, alfo com- 
m uulants, and fcconds In governments, dircdorlhlps, or 
commandcries, but no inferior chiefs or fervants, fliall be 
allowed to take what they want, for their own ufc, out of 
the Company’s warehouics, upon paying fifty per cent 
adv.mce upon Kuropcan, and thirty l>cr cent upon Indian 
commcklitics, fpiccs excepted, provnlcd they make a mo- 
derate life of this privilege. 

Art. !v. 'To the vcfpc^livc adminifirators, warchoufe- 
hfeper*,, or Ihips’ olKcers, who deliver goods at Batavia^ 
ihall be allowed fuch deficiencies as are fi: 'd by this 
regulation, together with the olTrcckonings, fettled by 
refolutionof the 15th of Augull, 1752, and amplifications 
thereof, provideil they do not gain .my thing by the pur- 
clnfe, as it is the intention, that only one oi thefe advan- 
tages, and not both, (hall be enjoyed at the fame time. 

Art. V. The refpeifive mailers Ihall further ^ al- 
low'cd, for wmHc, thirteen per cent upon the iron worked 
up, eiglit per cent upon the Heel and lead worked up, 
and five per cent upon the copper worked up, provided 
that what is wrought be weighed by commiflioncrs. 

Art. VI. The chiefs of the rclpc£livc fadlorics, and 
the comptrollers of equipment, at tliofe places whither 
Ihips arc difpatciicd, to Batavia^ or to other places in 
India, fhall be allow’cd to fhip, for their own account, in a 
fhip of 150 feet, the quantity of two lafts-, In a Ihip of 
136 feet, die quantity of one laft and a halfj and in a 

fhip 
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Ihip of 130 feet, the quantity of one Jaft; in fugar, rice, 
arrack, or any other produce of the country, or articles of 
trade, which are not prohibited; with the faculty, in 
thofc fadories where' piecegoods arc purchafed as men- 
tioned below, for each laft fo allowed, to put on board, 
namely, from Coromandel^ one package of ^ fizc of ten 
corgees falemporcs, and from Bengal^ and other places 
(Surati and the other fa£lories where the Company referve 
to themfcives the exclufivc trade a piecegoods, excepted), 
two pacbges of the fame fize ; the whole, however, un- 
der 4ch rellri£lions, as arc detailed in the amplication of 
the regulation of tlie year 1743, refpe£ling the luggage of 
the feaincn, dated the i6th of September, 1745, and the 
pofterior order, relative to the export and import of piece- 
goods, dated tlic 29th of March, 1754. 

Section ii. Of Amboyna. 

Abt. I. The two firft fervants of the Company in this 
government, fltall enjoy — 

Five per cent upon the falc of cottons, and other 
goods, fold bv au£lion, for guarantee of the money; two 
thirds to tlie nrft, and one third to the fecond in command. 

Art. II. The collciflive fervants of the Company, as 
undermentioned, fliall have twenty per cent, overweight, 
upon the cloves colledcd, provided they deliver them to 
the Company, at the purchafc-priccs ; and the, fame 
fliall be diflributed in the following proportions, viz : 

1 00th parts. 


to the governor 40 

to the fecond 12 

to the captain commandant 4 

to the captain lieutenant 2 

to the lieutenants and enfigns 2 

to the chief of Saparoua 7 

to the chief of Hila 7 

to the fifeal 6 

to the chief of Harouio • . 3 

to the chief of Larihe 3 

to the chief of Bouro 2 

lo the fccretary of the council of polity, 
the garrifon book-keepers, the caihier, 
and the purveyor, each 2, tJms .... 8 

to the refidcnt ot Mampa x 

to 
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to tk fecretary of the council of juftlee 
to the writer of the coitunercial ledger 
to the writer of the jniUtary ledger 
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Section u. 0 / Banda. 

Art. I. The two firft fervants of the Company in this 
government, (hall enjoy five per ^c^t^upon the falc of 
cottons, and other go j is, fold by audVioft> for gftarihtcc of 

the money. ^ ^ * 

Art. II. The colleaivc fervanta of the Company, as 
undermentioned, Ihall have feven |x*r cent, overweight, 
upon the nutmegs colleacd, provided they deliver them 
to the Company at the purenafe prices 5 and the fame 
fliall be didributcil in the following proportions, viz ; 


looth parts. 

to the governor 4^ 

to the Iccond 14 

to the captain 4 

to the captain lieutenant . 2 • 

to the lieutenants and enfigns 4 

to the chief of Pub Ay 8 

to the fiftal 8 

to the chief of IVaycr ........ 3 

to the fecretary of the council of polity . . 3 

to the garrifon-book-kceper 3 

to the rcfident of OurUn ....... 3 


to the firft clerk of the council of polity*! 
to the writer of the commercial ledget, 

and cafhier ^ 

to the writ(,r of the military ledger, 

and purveyor 

to the lecretary of common pleas, See. , 

each, one and a 1^, thus 6 


roo 

Art. hi. Upon the nutmegs (hipped off, (lx per cent 
ftuil be written off, for lofs m weight by drying) and 
w'h.it is profited thereby, (hall, under the rc(hi&on men- 
tioned refpc^ling the overweights, be one half for the 

benefit 
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benefit of the governor, and the other half for the benefit 
of the perfon in whole keeping the nutmegs lhall have 
been, till lliipped off to Baitwia* 

Art. IV. The chief adminiftrntor, together with the 
chiefs of LotUholry Pi/lo Jy, and lhall, with regard 

to the mace and niuinegs colleelcd by them refpectively, 
be allowed the fo!hn\ing cliarges : 

For receiving, {reading down, and cmbalingof a whole 
or an half ficket* of mace, twelve (livers. 

For Ihipping off ditto, fix (livers. 

Forjevery hundr -d tockels, one piece of bagging, and 
one pouna of fealing-w.i\. 

For fach fockcl, .i mat ; and twelve per cent for the 
lofs by treading down ; likev ilV, live bundles of rattans 
of 30 ps. each, (0 bind round tlieni. 

For receiving and preparing with lime, of icoo pounds 
nutmegs, right (livers. 

For garbling of loco pounds nutmegs, three gilders. 

For (hipping oil 3000 pounds nutmegs, two gilders 
eight (livers. 

For burning of looo pounds nutmegs, eight (livers. 

For preparing icoo pounds nutmegs, one barrel of 
*lirne. 

Art. V. Befides which, the chief of Lenihoir fiiall 
have, for the keeping of an ci embay, and the neceffary 
Haves, /'.no per annum, for vvlilch, however, the (bed 
for the orembaV, lhall be kept free of expenec to tlie 
Company. 

For every la(l of goods received at the faclory, f.i 8, 
for difehatging the fame, for which he (hall alfo provide 
tJic neceffary craft. 

For whitewafhing, phiftcring, painting, and cleaning 
of the Company’s buildings, lixiy gilders per annum. 

For bamboos, for dally confumptiun, ^'.36 per annum, 
and /'.24 for cllablllhing a guardhoufc at Bahe Hollandaj 
for the convenience of the people, llationed to look out 
for the (hips that arrive, befides loco pieces of atap, 
which the Company furnilh. 

Art. VI. In the fiime manner, the chief of Puk Jy 
may charge : 

For keeping of an orembay, and tlie neceffary (laves, 


• A kind of feron, weighing about i6olb. 
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/ipi, for which the Ihed flnll be kept ftee of expence t9 
the Companjr. 

For everjf lift of eoodi received at the fadiory, /a 8, 
fOT difcharging the lame, for which he Ihall equally pro- 
fide the ncceflary enft 

For whitcwaflii^, plaidering^ painting, and cleaning 
the Company's buildings, juft as at Lonthoir^f, 6o. 

For bamboos, for daily ure,/36, per annum. 

For the cftabliflmient of a guardhoufe, at the weft 
r^k, for the convenience of the watchmen, as at iLoru^ 
thoiTf cxclufivc ofy'.iooo pieces of atapJ^.'“j| per%|Mm. 

For keeping the fewers in repair, and the cmeniy^an, 
/30, per annum. 

Art. vh. The refident of Wayr^ fliall alfo have : 

For keying an orembay, in the fame manner as at 
Lonthoir^f, i ao. 

For every lad of goods received at the faaory,/2 S, 
for difcharging the fame, providing tlic neceflary craft. 

For whiicwafliing and cleaning the Company's build* 
mgj»,/36. 

For bamlx)os, for daily ufe,/24, per annum. 

Art. VIII. 'Hic refident of Ourtfn, fhall have; 

For whiicwafhing, plaifterlng, &c. of the fort> /.2A 
per annum. 

For bamboos, for daily ufcj/.ip 4, 

Art. IX. The commiflTioncrs annually fent to the 
foutheaftem, and fouthwertern iiles, fhall have, to defray 
tJictr cxpenccs, five per cent unon the falc of piece- 
gwds, and upon the purchafe of goods, and of ffaves t 
likcwifc, when the number of (laves required, for the 
Company, are procured, they (hall each be alloviTd to 
bring with them three or four (laves for themfcivcs : and 
thev may carry backwards and forwards, and trade in 
luch articles as the Company do not traffic in, without 
prejudice to the Company. 

Art. X. The fccrctary of the council of polity fltaJl 
receive, for r^ftcrine, and acquitting the paflea of the 
vdlcl. Monging to free inhabitants and natives, twelve 
Itivcrs for a greater pafs, and two ftivers for a lelTcr 


ftRT. XI. initnd of what was before allowed to the 
^OTor, out of the import-duties, he Ihall hencefor. 
wd^reccive out of |hcm,/j4o per month, for table 

Akt. 
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Art. xii. And, likewife, for the fuperintendencc of 
the affairs and money of the orphanchamber, one-half 
per cent of the interefts of the capitals lent out by that 
body 

SkCTION IV. (yTERNATK. 

Art. I. The two firft fervants of the Company in tliis 
j](overnment, fliall have five per cent upon me fale, by 
audion, of piecegoods and other articles, for guarantee 
of the money, 

Am[ one p^ront ujpon the gold colleded, (hall be 
(!ivid<5?betwvcn the governor and the colledor. 

AR’t. II. The governor fliall, moreover, receive /.2,400 
per annum, to defray his expences, in entertaining the 
native princes. 

Art. in. The fecrctary fliall have twenty-four ftlvci^ 
for the greater, and fix flivers for the Icfier, pafl'es. 

Section v. Of Macasser. 

Art. I. Tlie two firft fervants of the Company in tlii< 
government fliall have five per cent upon the fale of 
piecegoods, &c. fold by audion, for guarantee of the 
money. 

Ar t. II. The governor Avail, moreover, receive in one 
fum, three thouland gilders per annum, in order to 
defray his expences on entertaining the native princes and 
nobles *, and no provifions, or neceffaries, fhall be charged 
in account to the Company, as ufed on fuch occafions. 

Art. hi. Of the overmcafure of grain, the Company 
ftvall be made good for one ganting, one ganting and a 
quarter of 7 Jib. and out of the other quarter, fhall he 
made good the wafte, and the remainder fliall be divided 
between the governor, the head-adminiftrator, and the 
or purveyor, and the latter fliall not be allowed 
to bring in any undermeafure. 

Section vi. (^'Java’s Northeast Coast. 

Art. i. The Company’s civil fervants fliall colledf Ively 

!* The proprietors of the nutmeg-plantations InBoMda have, ge- 
nerally, been adventurers, with iirtle or no capital ; who, favoured 
by the j^overnors, have purchafed the plantations, by borrowing 
one-halt the purchtfc- money of the orphanchamber, and lta>- 
Ipg tt\e remamder upon mortgage of the laud- 


receive 
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receive five per cent upon the farms of the cuftomduties, 
uml other royalties. 

Aki'. ii. Tlie iHftribution thereof, (liall be* made in the 
following manner, viz : * 

Al SiimarnNgi looth parts. 

to the governor 30 

to tJie heail ailminiflrator 10 

to the two merchants 10 

to the four junior merchants 8 

to the tranilator 2 

At Soenii'iirta ; ^ 

to tlie chief 

to the fecond o 

to the military book-keeper 2 

to the tranilator 2 


At Sourahaya \ 


to the chief 10 

to the adminiltrator 5 

to the fifcal 3 

to the tranilator 2 


too 

Art. m. Tlio governor fliall, moreover, likewife re- 
ttin uhat the llr iiul-regents together contribute to him, 
to tlic amount of one thoul'and feven hundred and tliirtcen 
.Spanilh dollars. 

Aa r. IV. 'I'hc particular emoluments of the refidenta 
at the lubordinate factories, Tagnlf Damak^ Joana^ Rem- 
and Gnjie, Iball confift in what they can, 
b\ good cundud and economy, fave out of the following 
allowances : 

1. Of ihc allowed 100 pounds overweight upon every 
c n nig of rice, purchafed for the Company, according to 
the refoluiions of the ^oth of NovemlKT, 1747, and the 
9tli of July, 1754, as no lofs may be brought to account 
upon grain. 

2. Of thc/.5, fixed for charges upon every laft of rice 
fiiippctl off, and the further fixed charges, and freights. 

3. 'I'hc expedition money for the pafles, provided it do 
nor exceeil the amount of the ftamp required for fuch 
pals ; the palTes from Ta^al and Rembatig, to the oppofitc 
Ih'Tr, uinain, however, fixed at five rixdollars. 

K K 2 
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Section vii. 0 / Banjermassing. 

The refideat herci (hall receive five per cent upon the 
pepper purchafed. 

Section viii. 0/* Timor. 

Art. I. The chief of this fettlemcnt fliall have, in- 
(Icad of what was before allowed to him out of the 
duties of import and export, in one fum, two thoufand 
gilders per annum^pr defrayment of his expcnces. 

AKrj.f* the piccegoods fold here by audion, 

the and Ws fecond fliall have live per cent for 
guarantee of the money, two thirds to the former, and 
one third to the latter. 

Section it. 0 / Japan. 

Art. I. Tlic Company’s fervants licre fliall have, for 
defrayment of tJieir heavy expencos, five per cent upon 
the whole of both fales and purchaics, wliich lhall be dif- 
tributed as follows, viz : 

looth parts. 


to the chief going away ...... 44 

to the chief coming on 22 

to the merchant warehoufekeeper ... 14 
to tlic junior merchant, commercial book- 
keeper 

to the pennifls 10 


Art. II. The chief Iball further receive, as a com- 
penfation for the extraordinary charges which he is 
obliged to incur every year, in clothes and otherwife* 
upon the journey to the court of Jfa/of three thoufand 
eight hundred gilders per annum. 

Section x. 0 / China. 

Art. 1. The fupercargoes fhall, henceforward, not 
charge any more for commiflion, than two per cent upon 
the purchafe of goods, and one-half pei cent upon the gold 
collected ; but nothing upon fales, or upon fpecie ; and 
the faid eommiflions mall be divided, as (hall be every 
year fettled by the indru^ion, and the fifeal and fecre- 
tary fhall receive a portion double to that of the pen- 
Jiids. 
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Art. it. The fupcrcargocs, and farther ferwhti, are 
allowed to bring witn them, on their return, one 
fand picols of tea, at the freight of two and a half rix^ 
dollars per picol, feat tea; and on going, th^ (hall be 
allowed to take with tlicm, from here, the 00 lads as 
before allowed, namely : 

the direOor 20 lads. 

the fird fupercargo, as fenior merchant . .13 

the fccond, as merchant 7 

the third, ditto 4 

the fourth, as junior merchant 3 

the fifth, ditto 

the fixth and feventh i 

the eighth and nintli 3 

the red 5 

60 ladi« 


Section xi. Of Cochinchina ♦. 

Art. 1. The fupcrcargocs (hall only charge, for com- 
milfion, hvc per cent, upon the purchafe of goods *, but 
nothing upon falcs, or u^n fpccic. 

Art. II. The didribution therepf, fhall be made 
agreeable to the indrudlions given witli them. 

Art. ih. The fupcrcargocs arc allowed to take with 
them, from here, tlic number of lads before allowed, 


namely : 

the fird, as merchant 7 lads# 

the fccond, if a merchant 5 

if a junior merchant .... 4 
the thjyd, as junior mercliant 3 


Section xii. T/je Voyage between Surat and China f. 

The fupercargo of the (hip tliat goes from Surat to 
China^ (hall, together with the dircflor, equally and 
jointly, receive five per cent upon the goods purchafed at 
Surety but not upon the tin, or other goods, taken in on 
she palTage ; ncitner (hall any thing be received upon the 

» No trade has, for many years, been carried on to CoebMina, hf 
the Dutch. 

t This voyage has equally been long sbaBdone4, 

K K 3 fale, 
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falc, which (hall be under the joint management of this 
fupcrcargo, and thofe in China. 


Section xm. Of Malacca. 

Art. I. The Company’s qualified fervants (hall, 
henceforward, have one fourth part of the fix per cent 
cuftom-duty, not including the Ihnip, anchorage, aiu( 
pafTage duties. 

Art. II. The diftribution thereof, fliall be made in 
the following manner, namely : 

^ ^ ^ tooth parts. 

to tE'gov^nor 40 

to me lecond 15 

to the fifeal iq 

to the fhchandar, or receiver 10 

to the chief of the military . 5 

to the winkelicr 5 

to another junior merchant 5 

to the fecretary of the council of jullice . . ai 
to the comptroller of equipment .... 
to the writer of the commercial ledger . . 2i 
to the difpcnfier 2i 


100 

Art. hi. The governor fiiall, moreover, receive for 
•very picol of tin purchafed, one gilder, including that of 
Pera. 

Art. IV. The commiflioners to cither Ihore of the 
ftraits, fliall have live per cent upon the purchafe and 
falc of goods, alfo one per cent upon the gold they 
colled, and they (hall defray their own travelling cxpenccs. 

Section xiv. Of Sumatra’s Wes r Coast. 

Art. I- The commandant and both the adminiflra- 
tors fhall have five per cent upon the goods fold, upon 
credit, to the Padang merchants, each in equal propor- 
tions, provided they guarantee the debts v but if the firfl: 
mentioned declines to have any fliare tliercln, which (hall 
|)C left to his choice, then both the adminiftrators (hall 
divide the whole equally between them. 

Art. 11. Upon the fame condition, the refident of 

Puls 
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Puk Chhicfi, Oiall have five per cent upon the goods fold 
by him, upon credit, to the merchants. 

Art. III. The rcfidcnt of Baros , (hall be allowed to 
dedud five per cent from the firft quality benzoin and 
camphor, purchafed by him, provided he remain anfwer^ 
able for the goodnefs of the article. 

Section xv. 0 / Bengal. 

Art. 1. Upon the purchafe of opium, a commilTiou 
(hall be charged of five per cent, which (hall be divided 
between the dirc£lor, tne head athniriiftrat^^ and the 
chief at Patnay in the following manner, vill 
To the diredor, four tenths; to the head adminiftrator, 
two tenths ; to the chief at Patna^ three tenths ; and to 
the fccond there, one tenth. 

Item. Upon the fale of goods fold by auction, five 
per cent, for guarantee of the money, two-thfrds to the 
dire£ior, and one-third to the fecond. 

Art. II. The firft in the cloth-warchoufe, (hall have 
one per mil of the amount of all the pieccgoods ordered 
at Hoiigtyy which (liall be carried to accoiuit of charges on 
merchandize. 

Art. III. The materials for packages (hall be charged 
in account, at what they really coll, and five per cent 
(hall be received upon them, by thofc who have to pro- 
vide them; but their account (liall be exhibited, upon 
any alteration in the prices, or, at lead, once every year, 
to the council of polity. 

Art. IV. To the refidents at the mint, is allowed 
the hiring of two peons, one palankeen, and one ^ 
cahars, provided that for the fame no more than /.4lo 
be charged by each, for one year, which (hall be carried 
to account of mint-charges. 

Art. V. To the two firft fervants at Cajfvnhaz,ir^ '\% 
allowed the overweight upon the filk collcc^lcd by them ; 
two-thirds, and onc-tnird. 

Art. VI. The fervants at Patm (ball equally enjoy 
five per cent upon the materials ufed in packages, in the 
fame manner as is fettled by Art. hi. 

Art. VII. For the iiational vifits at Hougly^ the direc- 
tor (hall, each time, be allowed to charge to tlie Com- 
pany five or fix hundred gilders. 

Art. vui. The fifeal (hall have onc^alf of all inter. 

K IC 4 cepted 



and confifcated contraband goodsi provu^d he 
fatisfy the informers; and if the vclTels, guards, and 
fervants employed in the revenue*fcrvicc, amount to 
much more than three thoufand gilders, the excedent 
(hall be borne by him^ 

Section xvi. Of Coromandel. 

Art. I. The fifcals flial! henceforward have onc« 
half of all intercepted and confifeated contraband goods, 
provided thev fatisfy the informers, and pay the neceffary 
guards and (ervants out of their own pockets. 

Art. i; IJjpon-nilly, caliatourwood, and whatever 
clfc the/ aittttiailrators do not purchafe themfclves at 
fixed pices, but which is provided by others, they {hall 
receive from the provider five per cent, cither in over- 
weight, overmeafure, or in money ; further, one per cent 
more upon caliatourwood, becaufe it muft be fiiipped off 
with that allowance for draft \ befides which, two per 
cent fliall be reckoned for lofs in weight by drying, and 
two per cent for fawing, and the lofs occafioncd thereby ; 
which is all that ihall be allowed to be written off upon 
thofe articles. 

Art. III. For materials for packing, provided that the 
packages be duly furnilhed, the warelmufekeeper (hall 
charge : 

For a bale of committers, penafeoes, boelangs, moorees, 
doepetys, failcloth, pattanurapocs, camboys, chintzes, 
tepoys, and the like, three dungarees of eight cobidos, 
fix goenys, eight pounds of cordage; and two pounds of 
yarn ; and if embaled in oilcloth, three gilders lor the oil- 
cloth, one gilder for cotton, and two uivers for fealing- 
wax and oil. 

For a bale of Guinea fluffs, falemporcs, parcalles, dun- 
garees, betellces, chiavonys, &c. four dungarees, fix 
goenys, nine pounds of cordage, and two pounds of 
yarn, or for the whole, ten gilders j item, for what is 
embaled in oilcloth f.4 10, tor cotton, f.i 4, and for 
fcalingwax, &c. two ilivers. 

For a cheft to pack chintzes, four Chinefe planks, and 
one pound of nails. 

For packs of fiffilkins, &c. four goenys, fix pounds of 
cordage, and one pound of yarn. 

For cafes of fpiccs, upon opening and clofing tliem, 

^ peund of nails, and dungarees. 

For 
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For chclls of coppar» f pound of naii$» and for fealing 
of each chcft, eight pcnnings j item, two pennings for 
fealing of the bags. 

For an oilcloth of eight coHdo8,/.a lo. 

For the goenys corpays, or covering-cloths which art 
ufed in the warehoufes, annually, at Negapainam^ /.2oo. 

For the goeny-bags for yearly confumption, /.500 at 

For rtraw, to lay under the rice and pepper, annually, 
/.too; the charges of houfing and delivering, (hall be 
charged in the fame manner as heretofore. 

Art. IV, The plhicrs of the fouthem ft 'Tories, flial! 


charge — 

for a hog of 1 00 pounds o 

and in the northern part of Coromattdei • . 80 

for an ox of 200 pounds *5 o 

for each goat 15 

for firewood, at Negnpatmmy and Portonovoy 

per 1000 6 ^ 

at Sadrafpatnamy per bundle . . 03 

at Palliacatiay per bundle ... 02 

in North Coromandely per thony . 24 o 

Art. V. The difpcnfier, upon purchafing the oil, 
may take five per cent for himfclf, from the provider. 


either in meafure or in money, charging the real price to 
tlic Company, and he (hall, therefore, make good all un- 
dermeafure, while the price mull; be given in, when nc- 
ceflary, or, at lead, once a year, to the council of polity | 
but it (hall not be allowable, without exprefs orders from 
this government, to pay more than one pagoda of 16^ 
per (even meafurcs, weighing 28 pounds. 

Art. VI. The comptroller of equipment may furnifh 
the coir in the fame manner as the difpcnlier of the oil, 
but not at a higher rate than 7 page^das per 4B0 pounds. 
Art. vii. The gunner may bring to account — • 

for a bundh' of draw f-o 6 

for 2\ tok |.'>enak o iQ 

for a bufi’alo . 14 <1 

for charcoal, for making 1 00 pounds of gun- 
powder ^ <5 

Art. vii I. for tlic articles confumed every year 
in the warehoufes, may be diargcd and written oil, ai 
follows ; 


for 
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forgoenyi, ctrpivi, 
or coTerin|.clotni, 

at Mafulipatnam fioo 
at Sadrafpatnam 150 
Palliacatia 100 
at Portonovo 50 
Jaggernaikpofram 50 
at Bemelipatnam . 50 

Art. IX. The chief at Portonovo^ and the caHner there, 
may divide together what they can fave out of the payment 
of the duties. 


for little for ftraw to lay under 
goeny.baga. the rke and pepper. 
/lOO /.20 

100 20 

100 20 

60 10 

60 10 

60 10. 


Section xvii. Of Ceyi.on. 

Art. I. The head admiiiiftrator, and the warehoufe- 
kcepers/fliall have five per cent upon the piecegoods fold 
by auQion, for guarantee of the money, two-thirds to the 
former, and one-third to the latter. 

Art. II. The Company’s fervants fhall have one-fourth 
of the imjiort and export duties at Colombo^ Punto GaUoy 
and at JrmcommaUy but at no other places, which (lull 
be diftributed in the following manner, viz : 

Of thofe of Colombo and Punto Gullo 


to the governor 24 

to the head-adminiftrator 8 

to the defl'ave of Colombo 3 

to the major 3 

to fix merchants, each 3, thus 18 

to twelve] unior merchants at each q, thus 1 8 

to the comptroller of equipment at Colombo . i ] 
to the commandant of Punto Gallo .... 8 

to the tleflave of Punto Gallo 3 

to the fecond of Punto Gallo 3 

to one captain and five junior merchants, at 
Punto Gallo^ each if, thus p 


to the comptroller of equipment at Punto Gallo i h 


100 

Of thofe of Trinmomle, 


to the chief 50 

to the fccond . . * ‘ . . 2Q 

to the fifeal q 

to the chief of the military 15 


100 

Art, 
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Art, III. The ^vernor (hall have five, and the corn- 
mi (Honers for farming the pearlbanks three, per ccnt| 
upon the amount thereof, provided they bring no charges 
to account, and make good their own expcnccs *, alfo 
upon the chaiicos-fifhery, the governor (hall have five, and 
the chief of Alnnnar, or Tuliuorin^ three per cent. 

Art. IV. The governor ftiall alfo receive upon the 
arcca warrants, one-fourth rixdollar per ammonam. 

Ari. V. On the otlier hand, all emoluments which 
were formerly enjoyed, either as coftumado, parefle, or 
for any favours, ofliccs, or titles, fliall entirely ceafe. 
Yet when titles of honour are bellowed upon any of 
the natives, they lhall pay fomething for cullom, cx- 
clufive of a reaibnable charge for the a<^^, to thofe of 
the fecrctary’s ollicc, and a ce;rtain amount Oiall be fixed 
for each dignity, which llnll be for the benefit of the 
poor of Ceylon. No dons, however, lhall be created than 
among the proper calles, ami thofe who may now en- 
joy the title of don among the inferior calles, and cfpe- 
cjally among the Pareas, lhall be deprived of it. 

Art. VI. The dcllave of Colombo lhall, in particular, 
enjoy : 

1. Small fines, not exceeding the amount of five rir- 
dollars. 

2. 'Die tlckkums *, which the inhabitants have, from 
ancient times, been bound to contribute, confiding of a 
few baikets of lingalcfc fugar, pif.ing, and other trifles, 
not exceeding the value of nine or ten rixdollars. 

Art. VII. riie chief of Caliture lhall receive for the 
ferry there, five, fix, or feven rixdollars per month, out 
of which the ferryman and rowers lhall be maintained. 

Art. VIII. The chief of Negombo lhall enjoy ; 

1. The cudomary. overmeafiire upon the arcca, which 
is bought in fmall (juantities, out of which he lhall make 
good the wade*, and the quarter rixdollar, formerly given 
to him upon each ammonam, lhall he abolidicd. 

2. Five per cent upon the oil, upon furnilhing it to 
the Company at the purchafe-price. 

Art. IX. Ihe chief of Han^vclle lliall receive a rent 
of four rixdollars per annum, for a grove of cbcoanut- 
irces, at Old Hangiuelle. 


Art. 


^ A fpccics of tribute, equivalent to capitation -money. 
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Art. X. The chief of J(^mpatnam (hall enjoy j 

f. Small fines, not exceeding the amount of fix rix«* 
ilollars ; item, the forfeitures, detailed in the order re- 
fpc£Iing the nanowing or deflroying of roads, being one- 
half rixdollar for the broad, and one-quarter rixdollar for 
the narrow, roads. 

2. The contributions which the inhabitants of the dif- 
trid of Wanny yearly give to the deflavc out of their 
crop of nilly, exclufive of the tithes to the Company, as 
pradifed from time immemorial. 

Art. XI. The thombo-keeper (receiver of the re- 
Tenues), at Jaffnapatnamy fliall take the feveral fees for 
regifterinff of acts of appointment of native officers, &c. 
fpccified ^low — (then follows a fpccification of fuch fees 
and offices, comprized under eight heads). 

Art. XII. 'Fhe fccretary at Jajfmputnam ffiall re- 
ceive the feveral dues upon all ads and documents ap- 
pointed by the lift of fees of the year 1709, renewed 
in 1744; as likewife fome trifling fees for the ads of 
native fervants, and liccnfes granted there, according to 
ancient pradice. 

Art. XIII. The commandant of Punto Gaik ffiall en- 
joy the revenues of the village of Himviene granted to 
him, twelve pounds of fiffi per day for his table, ac- 
cording to the conditions of farm ; and the pingos 
given by the chiefs of the villages, one pingo per week, 
together with fuch other pingos as may be prciented vo- 
Juntarily by others. 

Art, XIV. The deflPave of Mature ffiall have : 

1. What has of old bi‘en granted to him by the Com- 
pany, confifting in the revenues of a village for pro- 
vifions, and tlic tablc-pcrquifites, for which fuch qua- 
lified fervants, minifters, &c. as come there ffiall be 
lodged and entertained ; item, now and then a few trifles 
from individuals, of the value of two or three, or at the 
moft fix or feven, rixdollars. 

2. Now and then fuch fniall fines of five or fix rix- 
dolhirs as may be impofed upon natives of confidcration 
who miffiehavc themfelves, and wlio may not, accord- 
ing to the laws and cuftoms of the country be punilhed 
with the cane or chiambok. 

* CoAtributions towards furniOxlsj the table of the chief. 

Art, 
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Art. TV. The fccrctary at Punto Gallo, (hall hare, 
befides his fees for preparing of papers, and the profitt 
of the o(Bce of venduemafter, three pounds of fifli per 
day, appointed to be given to him as chief of the 
by the conditions of the farm. 

Art. XVI. The fuperintendent of the di(lri£l of Punt§ 
Gallo, fliall have fifty rixdollars per annum, for travelling- 
cxpcnccs, the paflage-moncy at Mentote, two pounds of fifti 
per day, fuch occauonal pingos as do not amount in value 
to more than one-quarter rixdoUar, &c. 

Art. XVII. The chief at Tutocorin may Veep for him- 
felf two pieces of cotton, of thofe which (haM have been 
prefented to him, by the merchants, regents, and odicr na- 
tives, as pcrquifites, or fees. 

Art. xviii. 'I'o the chief of Calpdiy is granted : 

I. For each country-vcflel that arrives from Coromandel^ 
four rixdollars, and from Colombo, Jaffnapatiuim, oxMafiaar, 
two rixdollars. 

а. For figning the pafles of each country-vefTel that 
goes to Coromandel, Jaffnapatnam, or Manaar, one rix- 
dollar. 

3. For each of the four thonys of the Moorifli fi fliers, 
and inhabitants there, tliat go out annually with pafles, 
according to cullom, to lifh, towards Nanvare, two rix- 
dollars. 

4. For every thony laden with dricib fifli that goes 
from Ciilpetty to Puttdnn^y one-half rixdollar. 

5. For every thony going from Calpvfly to Pntidang^ 
and which belongs to jK’ople of CoromtimL!, two rixdol- 
lars, for the lirft time. 

б. 'Fhe profits of the Company’s garden, which have 
of old been given to the chiefs, for the pnrpofe of lodging 
and entertaining the Company’s fervants who pafs by 
here, amounting to ten or twelve rixdollars per month. 

7. Upon a good fifliery, two or tlirce rixddllars every 
year from each of the four thonys, 

8. Two-thirds of tlie fines, die other third being for 
tlic benefit of the poor. 

9. The Moorifh, or Gentoo fiflicrs, who are free from 
feudal fcrvice, fliall give to him every year, at the new 
year, a prefent conhlling of cottons, or three or four 
rixdollars. 

XQ. When arcca-nut* are brought to Putuhng, and de- 
livered 
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livcred to the Company, the merchants (hall give two 
fmall balkets of thofe nuts as a prcfent. 

11. Alfo one baflcet of fingelee-feed, when brought to 
Puiulang, 

12. The boatmen that come from the coaft, (hall give, 
according to ancient cuftom, a fmall part of their cargo, 
alfo a balket with rice or nilly. 

13. The fifliers (hall give, according to ancient cuf- 
tom, eight pounds of fifh per day ; and, laftly, when a 
thony comes from Putulatig, with grain or other pro- 
vifions, they fliall give, as a prefent, a bunch of 100 
betel-leaves, and two rolls of jaggree-fugar. 

XIX. The chief of Manaar (hall enjoy : 

1. Tne ufual contribution, for renewal or the palTeS 
of all the country-velTels which pafs through the itraits 
there, in order to lodge and entertain fuch of the Com- 
pany’s fervants as may travel that way. 

2 . Of the certificates which are given by the fecretary 
there for feme of the Coromandel (laves brought by the 
boatmen, one-half rixdollar per head. 

3. For the hearts of burthen, fold by the inhabitants 
there to thofe ol Jaffnapaimm^ four (livers. 

4. For permKnon to the coaft-boatmen, or to the in- 
habitants, for the free purchafe of fingelee-feed in the 
village of Bengalfi from three to fix rixdollars, accord- 
ing to the quantity intended to be purchafed. 

5. Fines, of fiom three to fix rixdollars, and not 
liigher. 

6. 'Fhc boatmen of other places, on pafTing Mamar^ 
(hall give, according to cuilom, fomething out of their 
cargo, as a prefent. 

Art. XX. Servants fent out of the idaiid, or going 
into the interior parts, (hall, according to the order of 
the 1 8th of Odober, 1748, receive double wages, during 
the time of their commillion, and no more •, excepting, 
however, thofe who are deputed to the pearl-fifiiery, to 
whom nothing extraordinary (hall be given. 

Art. xxi* The commandant of J^ffuapatnam (hall 
receive : 

I. Upon the death, mifeondud, or dilmilTion of a ma- 
joraal, cajaal, or pattangatje *, and tlie appointment of 

^ Titles of native chiefs of vilbgcs, of whom the majoraal is the 
thief. 
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new onei, ten rixdoUars from a majoraal, five from a 
cajaal, and fo on, in proportion. 

a. When permiflion is given for the exportation of 
cocoanuts, or palm-laths, the exporters fliall give, ac- 
cording to cuftoni, one-half rixdollar; in order to en- 
courage the imporratlon of nilly from the oppofite Ihorc. 

3. When any coalt-boatmen, arriving at Putrio Pedro, 
with a cargo of nilly, requeft to break bulk, on account 
of tlic want of grain there, or for other reafons which 
cojnpel them thereto, they iliall pay, for an acknowledg- 
ment, twenty-five rixdollars for each veflcl. 

Art. XXII. The refpedive fifcals of this government 
fliall, henceforward, have one-half of all the intercepted 
and confifeated contraband goods, provided they fatisfy 
the informers, and pay the ncccfliiry guards and fcrvaius 
out of their own pockets. 

SrcTioN XVIII. Q/*Malabar. 

The commandant fliall have one per cent upon all 
goods imported and exported by private perfons, to hr 
reckoned upon the falcs of tlic former, and invoices of 
the latter. 


Section xix. fySuRAT. 

Art. I. Tlic diredor lhall have: 

1. One-fourth per cent upon all monies paid or re- 
ceived, for purchaie or faJe, from the feller or buyer. 

2. One per cent upon all, goods importetf and ex- 
ported by private per ions, to be reckoned upon the falea 
of tJie lormcr, and invoices of the latter. 

3. One-half per cent upon all privileged gootls. 

But, on the otiier hand, the daily charges of the durbar, 
fhall be made good by himfclf. 

4. He ftiall receive fix thoufand gilders at once, every 
year, and no more, for the native peons and fervants, in- 
tTuding their board-wages, while the director is abfent 
from the lodge. 

Ak r. II. 'I'hc fecond fiiall receive one-fourth per cent 
upon all monies which arc dilburled for the purchafe of 
goods. 

Art. III. The fifea! fiiall have: 

1. Ouc-Iialf per cent upon all goods Impcrt:d and ex- 
ported 
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ported b7 private perfons, to be reckoned upon the falcs of 
the former, and invoices of the latter. 

2. Alfo one-half percent upon all privilege goods. 

3. One-half of all intercepted and confifeated contra- 
band goods, provided he fatisfy the informers, and pay the 
ncccflary guards and fervants out of his own pocket. 

Art. IV. The military lhall collectively receive — 

X25 pounds of pepper every year 
120 maunds (or /.30 for) nrewoodl 
10 ditto (or 6 for) fait and > per month. 

10 pots (or 1 2 for) vinegar 3 

The commanders of veflels, the linith, the cooper, the 
provoft, and the gunner, fliall receive in the fame pro- 
portion 'as the military, or ten lliVers per man, per 
month. 

Each chamber fliall have, for niglit-ufe, (ix pounds of 
oil per month. 

Neither feamen or foldiers, and much Icfs the native 
foldiers, lhall be allowed any extra wages or board. 

Art. V. The warchoufekeeper lhall have, upon all 
weighable goods that are purchaled, the overweight, which 
mult be made good by the deliverer, namely — 
upon cotton, hve pounds per caiuiil, or two-thirds per 
cent *, 

upon cotton-yam, one per cent ; 

upon indigo, one and a half per cent \ ft 

upon w heat, two per cent j 

upon callioo, one and a half per cent ; 

ujH)!! fealingwax, one per cent ; 

upon foap, two per cent ; 

upon poetsjok, galls olibanum, falfe nmber, borax, and 
fuch goods as are imported from abroad, iiotiting ^ 
but upon all others in proportion. 

2dly, For weigh-money, feven Itivers and a half per 
caJidil, of all weighable goods bought and fold. 

3dly, What he can fave out of tlie undermentioned al- 
lowances ; 

1. For keeping in repair the tent for the picceg( 5 ods, 
witji its appurten.inccs,/.825 per annum. . 

2. For 2000 Bengal goeny-bags, fo as they arc ufed, 

/S25‘ 

3. For charges upon receipt of goods for the fubordi- 
mte fadories, when received by water, /.i 10, for fix 

' bales 
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bales of pieccgoods, and tvp^lve bales of cotton-yam, or 
indigo. 

4. For ditto, when received by land, f.i 10, for 
thirty-two of the former, and fixty-four of the latter. 

5. For charges upon examining the goods that come 
fromthe fulwrdinatc factories, y*.! X 4 — for every package 
tlut is really opened. 

6. For charges upon removing tlic goods from the 
lodge or warchoufes to the tent, f,i 10— in the fame 
m.mner as by No. 3* 

7. For ditto, when removed again for fomc caufe or 

other, to the warchoufes,/.! 10 — in the fame manner 
ashy No. 4. , 

8. For charges upon chiapping the goods, fifteen (li- 
vers for every package that is opened and chiapped. 

9. For charges upon weighing the packs, bales, and 
boxes, ^2 

10. for charges upon Hiipping ditto, /i 10 — for fix 
bales of picccgo<xls, and twelve bales of cotton-yarn and 
indigo. 

1 1 . For charges ujxin landing, fortlng, weighing, and 
entering of ilie commodities imported, eighteen llivcrs and 
twelve pcmiingh per candil of 690 pounds. 

12. For charges upon unloading of chcfls, boxes, 5 cc. 
and carrying them into the latty, /.i 28. 

13. F<»r cln'rges upon weighing out tlie commodities 
imptnted, either out oi the latiy, or out of tlie warchoufes, 
/i 10. 

14. For rlinrgos upon conveying of goods out of the 
Litiy Into the warehoufes, and liouling and llowing of 
them there, /. i i o. 

15. For camveying of chefts and boxes from the latty 
to the warehoufes, one with another, for each, /. i 28. 

j 6. For tlurges on garbling loolbs. nutmegs, nine Iti- 
vers and fix penning',, 

1 7. For clurgcs incurred at the annual vifitation and in- 
ventory of the warehoufes,/. 22 10. 

18. For charges upon transferring of warclioufcs, 

fVy 

19. For cliargcs upon weighing and receiving indigo, 
foetsjok, falfc amkr, olibanum, myrrh, borax, gum, 
galls, &c. eleven llivcrs and four pennings per ico 
pounds. 

VOL. HI. L L 20. For 
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2or. For ill od»r fmill charm ttlnite b lui 4 eptn* 
mcnt, and not included in the above, ^^19 per annum* 

21. For packinf and embiHng of cferj bale, ode 
with another, pro^M they ue not bo imafi, and chat 
vmh re^jcfik to the hi|eil, no pad»|c ^ exceed 500 
pounds m weight. 

Againft which he ftall have to pay out of his own 
pocket— 

A. The native wdghera % 

b, A native, for the purpofe of keeping note of the 
cooleyhirc, &c. 

Art. VI. The fccrctary IhtR have, befides the fettled 
fees for the preparing of documents — 

for the fea-letter m a fhrp or vedel of more than 600 
canda,/.7t 5 

fbr ditto, undcf 800 canda,^.37 10 ; 
of which, however, he fhall give one-ebtrd to the firft 
fworn clerk. 

Art. VI 1. The fablers, or chiefs of the fubordmatc 
fadlories, lhall have what they can favc— 

1. Out of the three hundred gilders jper month paid 
for ordinary and extraordinary charges, in which, how- 
ever, are not included die cuftomary annual prefent, pa- 
per, pens, and medicines, nor the charges of the dur- 
bar, which lafl are to be borne by the l^er, or agenty 
and the others by the Company. 

2. Out of the charges in the invoices, or properly 
charges upon mer^ai\|ize, which are fixed at one and 
a halt per cent. 

3. Out of the chargci^ upon packing and cmbalmg die 
goods fent off, which aye to k regtilated in the fame 
manner as is detailed in' Art. v. No. ai. widi refpeft 
to the warchoufekeeper at Surat. 

Of all which emoluments dicy lhall have to give 
third to the feconds in their refpedlive fadorks* 

Art. vin. The comptroller of equipment fliaQ have— 

1. What he can favc for hirofelf upon receiving | 

0. For the monthly expcnces of die Company’s vcflelsy 
or the wages, provifioni, Ire. of the feamen fenring 
therein, including candles and other fmall articles^ viz. 

For feuTtccu hands employed therein, during the rainy 
feafon, or from the lit tn Julyy to die middle of Augufty 
/t4a 10 per mouth. 

Tor 



AfftNDQL Si$ 

For hm the ond of AufMA M 

Ihtps arrive, includiag the fdboancr to look /414 
per month. 

For iixty-dive hands, duiing the time the ihip^ are here» 
or from their arrival lUl 3 ie end of May, /.840 fcr 
month. 

And the ktoentioned /B40 ii 4 o be calovkted as 
follows : 

for a fchooner with ten hands . . • /i30 19 

for four veffeU with nine hands, each 

/.1 17 or 4^8 

for a horry with eight hands . • . • J03 lo 
for a councry-boat with eleven hand* • 138 

/840 


For keeping the fame nnder cover as the Company 
are accuftonIM, viz. 

for a fchooner, /po— every year 

for a horry, jr.30— ditto 

for a country-toat, Ac. /I3o--4>tto. 

а. For keepW in repair the ciftem-mpet in the 
pany’s prden, ^36 per annum. 

Five per cent upon the expences of keeping in re- 
pair, the leathern ba^ for the ciftemsy the leathern pipes 
for the hrc-<ngine, a^ fire-bucke^ and for repair- 
ii^ the roofs, Ac. of the C.ompanv's ou^ufes, Ac. pro- 
vided he charges only the real coU, and renders a yearly 
account thereof to the council of p^ty. 

4. For the bamboos, brooms, earthen pots, Ac. Re- 
quired for the fcrvice of the Company’s gard^ and vb^rf^ 
<Sy rupees, or /.py 10. 

5. For the btUail wanted, viz. 

for a hor^ of 20 lailt, /.i$. 
for one ot 15 ditto, 12. 

б. For heightening the Compass gziden, as alloiltd 
by letter of the 20th of Auguit, 1754, /.jy jo pec 
annum. 

7. For bafleets for puttiiig on board the balkdt, tOtCach 
vdrel,/.6 15. 

8. For lieves for the bailaft,yi4 10 pqT annum. 

p. For all other goods wanted in his department, either 
Ibr the equipment of vcflcls, nr fw Ac reparation of 
Ae Company’s bniidings in the otger town, according 
L L a to 
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the Mtes fixed by a price-current thereof, which fiial! 
b: annually framed on the i ft of February, by the council 

** lo!X' (hall likewife have, or elfe the perfons who m 
out to drag for anchors, onc-fourth of the value of the 
anchors and grapnels belonging to private nierchants, 
wiiich (hall be recovered, but nothing upon thofe belong- 


ing to the Company. 

And, on the other hand, he fliall be bound— 


I ft. To render a proper account every year, 
idly. To keep every thing in due order, 
idly. To charge nothing for cooley-hire, &c. but to 
have alj labour done by the fcamen in the fervice of the 


Company. . ^ 

Art. IX. The difpenficr, or pun'cyor, fliall have what 


he can fave upon being paid — 

1. For the monthly keep of a horfc, /.22 lo. 

2. For keeping a carriage, /iiB per month. 

3. For keeping a draught-ox, /. 1 c per month. 

For the montlily charges of the liable, agreeable to 
the letter of the loth of Auguft, i 754 >/- 2 i- 

5. For providing the oiHces with fealiiigwax, ink, land, 
and tape, /.5 per month. 

L For keeping in repair the gfcat ciftcrn betore th< 
lodge, with the appurtenance^ thereof, alfo according to 
the faid letter of the 20th of Auguft, 1754, /.97 10 per 


annum. , t r 

7. For keeping in repair all the water-bags for the 

draught-oxen , item, the lealliern buckets, ropes, &c. be- 
longing thereto ; /.60 per annum. . . t 

8. For keeping tlic fire-engine in order, together with 
the leathern pipe, and buckets, the real coll flull be 
charged, and he fliall receive tliercon five per cent, alfo, 

agreeable to the faid letter. 

p. For charges to the keepers of the church, for 
brooms, balkcts, pots, &c. /.17 annum. 

10. For tinning and repairing the kitchen-utenfils of 
the diredor, pcnmfts, and military, /.27 per four months. 
1 1* For ftarch, for binding of books, y. 15 per annum. 

12. For heightening and Imoothing the ftreets in the 
city, according to the abovementioned letter of the 20th 
of Auguft, 1754 , /.37 10 per annum. 

13. For keeping the roofs, &c. of Ac Company# 
own and liircd buildings in repair, repairing Ac 
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tnd chlmnic*, &c. the real coft fliall be char^, and he 
(hall receive thereon five per cent, with the fame claufe 
as is infcTtcd in No. 3. of the laft article, with rerpc£l. to 
the comptroller of equipment. 

14. For every ox, or cow, tvhich he fumilhes to t^c 
fltips for refrcfhmcnt, including all charges, /.l8. 

1 5. For every baiket of greens, jT^i 13 12. 

16. For all other goods required in his department, the 
fame as the comptroller of equipment, by Art, viii* 
No. 9. 

And, on the other hand, he ftiall be bound, to keep every 
thing in due order, and to render account annually to the 
council of polity. 

Art. X. Tne hcatl-furgcon (hall receive for board of 
the fick in the hofpital, nine (livers per day per head, pro- 
vided that nothing more be charged to the Company for 
them, and that he provide the cribs in the hofpital for the 
fcrvice of the fick. 

Art. xr. 'Fhofe who arc now and then employed in 
convoying the country-vcfl'els to CambayOi Barocht^ Bau» 
fijgray &c. and command, for that purpofe, the Com- 
pany’s fcliooners and horrys, on account of the number 
of pirates fw.irming in thefe fcas, (hall have one-fourth of 
the freight which they can, on fuch occafions, earn by the 
Clompany’s veiTcls, according to the allowance granted 
by letter of the 20th of Auguft, 1751. 

In the caftle at Batavia, the 31(1 of May, J755. * 


No. II r. 

REGULATION 

Refpefling the receipt and delivery of (hips’ cargoes, as 
well at Batavia, as at the refpe&ive out-fa£lohes, with 
what relates thereto, , 

Akt. I. The commanding officers of (hips (hall, b 
prevent Dl treatment on one fide, and unfounded com- 
plaints on the other, be always themfclvcs prefent at the 
receipt of goods on board their (hips out of the Com- 
pany’s warchoufes, or delivery thereof into them, and 
look to what they receive, as well with refpe^ to qua- 
fc L 3 litjr 
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Kty at to quantity, for the commanders fhall be c’quaHy 
Kable for the inferior quality, or bad condition of th6 
^oods, as for any deficiency m the quantity ; and if, by 
mdifpofition, pr for other fiifficient reafons, they arc not 
able to W tlicmfelves prefent, they lhall appoint thereto 
a lieutenant or mate, 6r other perfon in whofe fitlclity 
and attention they can confide. And even if they, or, 
H beforefaid, thofc who may be pbeed in their (lead, 
(teeTarc that they will receive any thing upon the word 
and good faith of thofc who have to Ihip tlicm, yet it 
(hal! not be allowed them fo to do. 

Art. If. When they receive any thing, it fhall ac- 
euntely.be noted down, and fpccidlly inktted in the 
fell of ‘loading, that the Ihipment is made by grofs or 
ncit weight, by weight, medfure, or tale •, likc^.fe what 
fare is reckoned uoon each box, kw, 8cc. and how much 
feis b^n weighed at once, in order that care may be 
taken at the deliver;', that no goods be required of them 
iri any other mode tnan they may have rcrri\ .*d them. 

A|it. hi. Each weigh (hall not be taken at more 
tKih five or fix hundred pounds, and the fcale (hall ra- 
flW pre^derate in favour of the goods than of the 
and (he overweights noted irt the bills pf load- 
Ififlh^ibe atcounted for. 

Art. IV. Gold and filver, cither in buUioq pr iq 
coin, (hall Ik delivered to the (Idps- commanders iri 
bais, 6r in (p^cie, by tale and by weight, and like- 
wife be fo delivered out by them, although it (hall be 
ponveyed, as cuftomary, in chefts, which (hall be locked 
nnd fealed, and of which the keys (hall be fealed up 
fcparatcly, and fent with riiem, provided that at tlie de- 
livery out, care be taken that as many bars or pieces be 
placed at once upon the fcaJe, as at the receipt, and which 
(hall equally be infer(ed ip the bills of loading. 

Art» V. In the fame manner the commanders of 
^ips (hall reckivc iron, copper, tin, tutenague, lead, fugar, 
gtair^ pepper, and other wcighat|le aniefes, by thdr net 
weiKhta, apd deliver them out fo again. 

Alf. vi. All kinds of piecegoods muft equally be 
b^ ftngifc packages, and deferibed upon the 
gocnf, ’on the fide, where the pkeesand af- 


houfekeeper, 
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by tale, and by tflbrtment, but likewife by 

weight. 

Art. VII. But all packages, bales, chefts, and boxes, 
with coarfe and fine cottons, gold and filver, doth and lace, 
velvets, woollens, and other manufadurcs, filk, and filk 
cloths, (lationary, euriofitlea, toys, as likewife the baficets 
and calks of camphor, colours, nails, &c. the bottles or 
jars of quick filrer ; and in (hort, all fuch goods, which, 
according to the order included in Art. xxi. are packed 
up, and prc^rly embalcd, as well as apnearing Out* 
wardly in good condition, fhall only be weigned by grofs 
weight, and ihc weight fpccified thereon, and fo de- 
livered to the (hips’ commanders, wlio (hall ncvenhclcfs 
have leave, if any one of thofe packs, bales, or other 
package, apjrcar in the Icall fufpicious to them, to have 
them opened, in order, by examination, to find out 
what m^»y be the rcafon thereof, although it IhaJl be 
fufficient for their rcfponfibility, that they deliver them 
unopened and well conditioned, by grols w^jight, ac- 
cording to the bill of loading, or note of weight, to be 
given with each vcflcl. 

Art. VIII. And in cafe fuch bales, cafes, &«. as 
have been carefully and pro|wly (lowed, and which ap- 
pear outwardly in good condition, that is to fay, that the 
weight agrees, and the bagging, cordage, and fcals of 
the packages, arc found ana unbroken, any articles be 
found ilcfcdivc, or (hort, the amount thereof, and the 
lofs thcncc enfuing, (hall be for account of the packers 
or difpatchers, namely, one-half for the adminillraiors, 
and onc-half for the commiirionets in the warehoufes. 

Art. it. But if the packages be not found in g(X>d 
condition, or that they do not agree in grofs weight, 
with the grofs weight when (hipped, or that they have- 
not been carefully and jm^ly llowed, then the com- 
manders of the vcflels (hail be liable for what is fpoiled 
or wanting, and (hall be charged on account for the 
fame, at the felling-pnce. 

Art. X. Tet ujewarehoufekeepett, or adminidratoTs, 
mail in no wife be allowed to receive the damaged bales, 
Ac. unopened into their warehoufes j but they (hall he 
obliged, unmediatcly on their arrival, to open, unpack, 
and examine them, in the prefence of the (hip’s com- 
mander, and of commiillonert fpecially appointed thereto, 
who (hall make an exa£l and iktailed report of the refult, 
in order that the (hip^s commander may be accordingly 
L L 4 made 
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maiic liable, or liberated from being rcfponfiblc for tbt 
damage and lofs. 

Art. XI. In the fame manner they (hall not be at 
liberty to open any found or undamaged packages, &c. 
by themfclves, upon pain of being made anfwcrable for 
whatever may be found (hort, or fpoiled, but the fame 
Ihall equally be done in the prefence of the fhip’s com., 
mander, if he can be found, and of fpecial commilTioners, 
who (hall have to weigh them immediately on arrival, 
and note down, if they find any difference with the grofg 
weight, according to the note of (hipment, and upon dis- 
covering any diminution, or damage, they (hall make an 
lifidavit thereof, which (hall be laid before, or fent up 
to, this •government, together with the note of (hipment. 

Art. XII. The commilTioners (hall thus (land as um- 
pires between the receiver and deliverer ; and no others 
(hall therefore be appointed to that office, than perfons of 
unqueflioned honour, who (hall, at the fame time, poflefs 
fufheient knowledge and ability to diftinguifh truly, whe- 
ther each party be properly dealt by, and whether the 
articles, which the admmifirators may choofe to confider 
as dcfe£livc or damaged, are really, and tona Jide^ de- 
fedive and damaged. 

Art. XIII. Withrefpeft to the (hipment and delivery 
of the four chief fpiccs, viz. cloves, nutmegs, mace, and 
cinnamon, the orders fucceffively iffued on that fubje£l, 
(hall continue to be obferved, 

Art. xiv. When moift or wet cloves, or nutmegs, 
arc landed, all the cafes (hall be feparatcly weighed by 
commi/fioners appointed thereto, who (hall fpecify, in 
their report, how much more they weigh than by the 
invoice, and how much the tares of the cafes arc more 
or lefs, then fuch cloves or nutmegs (hall be fpread out, 
for twice the fpace of fix hours, in the fun, to dry, and 
the day after the drying has been completed, they (hall be 
re weighed, and put into the cafes again, and the real un- 
derweight, if fuch be found to he the cafe, (hall be cal- 
culated, and aded upon accordingly; they fliall after# 
wards be placed upon (lands, in dry warehoufes, with 
fait, and not water, in tlic troughs placed under them ; 
moreover, the (hips* commanders Inall be required to 
render an account how the faid mpiflure occurred, and 
^he dccifion fhall^be referred to the council of. India, to^ 
gethcr with fuch confiderations as may occur on the fub- 
jed } widiotit ;iny prejudice to tlie profecutioa of the 
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fifca!, and immediate indemnification at tKc felling-prices, 
if any fraud be found to have been committed therein. 

Art. XV. But with refpeft to wine, fpirits, and 
other liquids, in cafks, it is hereby ordered, that no calks 
(hall be delivered to the fliips, or fent from here, but 
what contain the following quantity of cans, and are 
branded accordingly, namely : 
a whole leager 400 cans"! 


a half ditto 
a whole awm 
a half ditto 
a bcer-caik 


200 ditto 

ICO ditto 

50 ditto 
1 1 o dltto^ 


of ten muts each can. 


Art. XVI. The above calks lhall be delivered to the 
(hips’ commanders, In good condition, and full, who 
(hall be allowed for carrying them over, fuch diminution 
as is fettled by the regulation rcfpc£ling the oHVeckoning 
of undcr\vcignts, &c. dated tlie 15th of Auguft, 1752. 

Art. xvh. But the diminutions upon calks, al- 
lowed by tlic abovcmciuioncd regulation to die rcfi)c£livc 
adminiftrators, arc hereby annulled, and, inftcad thereof. 


they lhall only be required to make gootl ; 

At 

«n<i Ctyltn, 

for one whole Icagcr . . cans 363 . 

At the other 
Factor iea. 

• 3 ^® 

for one half ditto . . 

. . . 180 . 

. 180 

for one whole awm 

... 90 . 

. 90 

for one half ditto . . 

. • • - 45 • 

• 45 

for one calk of beer » 

. . . 100 . 

. 100 

for one barrel of beef . 

pounds 420 . 

. 400 ■ 

for one ditto of pork 

. , . 340 . 

. 320 

for one ditto of butter . 

. . , 320 . 

. 310 

and for one pot of Bengal butter, 


at Batavujf and other places where it 
is brought dired from Bengal y 10 
pounds iefs, and at fadories which 
receive it from Batavia y or at fccond 
hand, 20 pounds Icfs, than it has 
been fliippcd for from Bengal^ which 
is at prefent, 150 pounds, thus . . 

Art. xviii. What is given to the Ihips for their con- 
fumption, lhall be accounted for by the commanders, in 
th* lame m.inner as detailed above, with regard to the 
refpcdlvc fadories, cjtclufivc of Oe^kn^ without any fur- 
jlierofi’reckoning. 


140 


130 


Art. 
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Art. XU. Ani m ofder that the ‘(hipi* comaMmdeif 
may not allege that they have received bad liquor for 
fflDod, without foundation, they ihall have, upon receipt 
diereof, to tafte the liquor themfolves, together with the 
CommiAionerSf 

Art. XX* Ko cafts (hall be unladen before they hate 
examined, guaged, and tailed, while lying m the 
tier, by commilTioncrs acquainted with the articles, and 
who (hall jgivc a declaration of the (lowage and condition 
thereof ) if the eoods be found not to have been pro- 
perly (lowed in the hold, the (hip’s commander (ha*! be 
anfwerable for the damage accruing thereby ; and no^ 
thine (bail be written off, for loft, broken, or damaged 
tinleft it «^pear, by fuch a declaration, that they 
Have been properly (lowed, and that the xxivth article 
hereof has been (ln£lly fpUowed. 

Art. XXI. At the packing up of the goods, which 
the (hips’ commanders, agreeable tp Art. vii. receive and 
deliver by ffrofs weight, not only two fpccial commif- 
doners (hall he prefcnt, but the warehoufekeepers (hall 
likewife have to put into each pack, cafe, or cheft, a aoto 
figned by them, and by the commilTioncrs, fpccifying the 
auandty of goods a£lually packed therein •, and it will be 
lufficicnt, tnat the adminiftrators render account accord- 
ing to thofe riotes, although a larger quantity may op, 
pear upon the invoice, provided they give immediate ad, 
vice of fuch difference, where and how it behooves. 

Art. XXII. For further fecurity, they (hall have to 
fcal all packs, chefts, and cafes of finer wares, namely, 
the chefts and cafes with a crofs-cord, and the packs or 
bales by means of an inner bag under the goeny, as has 
been cuftomary of old. 

Art. xxiii. And if in fuch packs, cafes, or chefts, 
any thing be found defedive or (hort,-thc indemnification 
thereof mall be borne by the warehoufekeeper, or ware- 
houfckccpcrs, tc^cthcr with the commiffioners, of the 
place where the (hipment was madc^ each one half, agree- 
able to Art. viii. 

Art. XXIV. Upon the difpatch of .the goods from 
Ac (hore, after the perfon that receives them there has 
Sgned a receipt for them, in the (hipment-book of the 
warchoufe, a (calcd and figned note (hall be given to each 
lighter or boat, in which the weight, the number, and 
maikS} and numbers of the packsj cheftii and cafcs> ffta)| 
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be (bperatdy feecifiedi aii4 any thing be found uM 
rew^^ng on boaid^ and confrontation with the note of 
(bipmcnt, not to agiec thowth, or that it appears dai 
any thing have hccortic vfet. been pilfered, or damaged in 
any way, then the perfon vyho may have the comnumd oa 
board, to whom the noteaof flwpmentare dircAcd, (hall not 
only inltaittly give imiinatfon Jhcrcdf, to his captain, and 
10 the people on ihoie, in order that the cauTc ot fuch 
damage or deficiency be immediately djfcovcrcd j but 
Ifkewife, he (hall, if needfery# have a (umci^t declaration 
drawn up by the ofiicers on board, refpeAina the fitua^ 
tion of tne goods} and fuch commanding omcer, (haU, 
if guilty of ncglc^ ot (ilence m Inch caies, be anfwer^r 
able for the lois which the Company may InCUr hi con^* 
(equence. 

Art. XXV. The fame (hall take place redclivery 
of the goods from on board ; when the fii^ft lieutenant 
or mate, of he that fills that ftationt (hall duly weigh off 
to the quartermailers or headmen of the haters, or 
boats, all packs, chdls, and cafes, which are difeharged, 
and make an accurate note thereof, which (hall be figiied 
by the pcrfqn who deliver! out the goods, and by nim 
that receives them, fcaled, and fo adcuelTed to the admU 
fiifirator or warehoufekteper, into whofc charge thn 
goods are to be coipo^itted j and it (hall, therefore, be 
part of the duty of the adminiflrators or warehoufe- 
keepers, when every thing is delivered to them conformably 
to tne note of difeharge, to put thereto the word ” re- 
ceived,” over their fignature, and upon difeovering any 
difimnee l>etwecn the contents of note, and the num- 
ber, weight, of condition of the packages, &c. to give 
immediate advice thereof to the fenior merchants, or 
head-adminifirators, or (Uch as are thereto appointed, as 
(ihewiiei m both cal^s, to keep copies of the notes, in 
fhe warehoufes) and the quarurmailen, or headmen, 
of the lighters, dr boats, foail be anfwcrable for the de- 
fc£ls which (hall appear in the goods. 

Art. XXVI. Saltpetre from Bingal mud be (hipped 
in double goeny4>ag^ and the gochys (hall be ddlivered 
(o the foi^ comimtaders, not by bundles, but by tale, 
^ ht fo inforted in the bub of loadii^ 

Art. xxvn. The oommi&nen in the warehoufes, 
ai^ thofe who receift goods, dial), upoti theif ihipment 
by countty^fHt or Vtifob, to be earned on board t 
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firft attcntlvclv examine the fame, whether they are not 
leaky, and whether they arc perfe6ily in a fit ftate for 
conveying the goods j and finding any thing wrong, in this 
refpect, they mall make the fame known to the chief in 
command, in order that the fame be provided for, upon 
pain that, if they ncgleft doing fo, they (hall be anfwer- 
able for the confequences, equally with tlic warehoufe- 
keeper, and the comptroller of equipment who hires or 
provides the craft. 

Art. XXVIII. Rcfpe£Iing the ftowage within board, 
the fhips* commanders ihall have to take care, tliat tlic 
Icaft valuable goods be placed, under the cookroom, under 
the butlery, and near me mainmaft ; thofe that are moft 
valuable, as, gold and filver cloths, laces, &c, out of the 
hold, in the cabin *, and tliat the pots of butter and calks 
of oil be fo flowed, that, upon any thing breaking, other 
goods may not be damaged thereby j and further, to take 
all pofliblc precautions to prevent leakage, according to the 
tenor of the inftru£lionsof the afTembly of feventeenon that 
head, dated the I3tli of Auguft, 1728, which (hall always 
be confidered as an appurtenance hereto ; upon pain, that 
if the contrary take place, they fhall be obliged to make 
good all the lofs, or damage, that may accrue thereby. 

Art. XXIX. Due time lhall be given to the mips' 
commanders after receipt of their cargoes, to be able to 
examine whether they have adually received what they 
mull fign bills of loading for \ which it lhall be the bufi- 
nefs of the fenior merchants of the callle to attend to, at 
this place, and of the refpedive chiefs, and head admU 
iiiilrators, at the out-fa£lories. 

Art. XXX. The lliips’ commanders, their officers, and 
crews, and the adminlllrators, or warehoufekeepers, and 
their fervants, lhall not only behave towards each other 
with all proper and pradicable civility and good manners, 
but lhall alfo ad with good faith and equity towards each 
other, infomuch, that, neither lhall any fraud or deceit be 
pradifed on either fide, nor any attempt be made, or oc-* 
cafion or confent be given thereto. 

Art. XXXI. And if any one ad otherwlfe, either on 
fiiore, or on board, as, filling up of liquors with water, 
raoill.ning the pepper, fpiccs, cochineal, or other dry ar- 
ticles, or placing in or near them, oil, or wet goods, of 
any kind, the fime lhall be fubjed to corporal punilh- 
ment, according to the circumllances of the cafe. 

Art. 
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Art. XXXII. But efpccially and more fcTcrcljr (hall 
be punifhed, tliofe who may make ufe of falfe meafures, 
weights, beams, or fcales, or even fimply be in poflcflioii 
of fuch falfe inftruments in their adminiftrations; or thofc 
who mcafurc or weigh gootl weights and 

meafures. And the Commiflioncrs tlicmfelves (hall not 
be excepted or exempted from the fame penalties, if they 
can be proved to have had knowledge thereof, and not to 
have prcvcjitctl, or given information of the fame. 

Art. xxxiii. And in order that the (hips* dom- 
manders may be aflured that they lhall not be liable to 
make good any deficiency that may arlfe from a difierenco 
between the weights ufed in one fadory, and thofe^ufed in 
another, which might prove of great prejudice to them, 
particul.iily with regard to copper and tin, a fifty pounder 
of the weights by which they receive thofc tnctals, lhall 
always be put into a feparate box in their prcfencc, fealed, 
and given with them; and at the fadory whitlier tliey are 
bound, the fame (hall be opened in their prcfencc, com- 
pared with the weights there ufed, ami upon dil^ovcry 
of any didcrcncc, the delivery rtiali be made in proportion 
thereto; after w'hich it ihail again be diredly fealed up, 
and fent back. 

Art. xxxiv. Moreover, all nieafurcs, wTiglits, beams, 
and leaks, whlcli t!ie adminilhators have in ufe, or in 
their adminillr.itions, lhall he narrowjy examined twice 
every year, and compared with the ft.mdanis kept by the 
ordm.iry mallei . of alllze, and fpecial commillioners, who, 
upon finding .my thing wrong, lli.ill diiedly feal up W’liat- 
c\cr is defective, and give due information thereof, at the 
proper place. 

Ah r. XXXV. And tlie commiflioners deputed for fucli 
femcllral examination, Hiall have always to be mindful to 
examine whether the meafures, weiglits, beams, and fcales, 
arc memied, or furnifhcii with rings, See. and to make 
mention, in their wTittcn report, both of the quantity and 
cond’.t.on ilicrcof ; and in pirticular to fet down whether 
the meafures, weights, &c. are duly alfizcd, of which no- 
tice flnll al ways be taken, for their information of what 
they have to do, in tlic warrants ili'ucd to them for that 
purpofe. 

In the caflic of Batavia, the 20th of Auguft, 1753. 

No. IV. 
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No. VI. 

Statement of the original capital (lock of the gene- 
ral united £a(l-India Company ol Holland, eftablifhed in 
1602, foccifyinp the refpcaivc proportions in which each 
tf the fix chambers were originally intcrefted in it. 
Amftcrdam . • . /•3><574,9i5. 

Zealand .... i>333»882. 

Delft .... 470,000. 

Rotterdam . « . 177,400. 

Hoorn .... 266,868. 

Enkhuizen . . . 53<^>775» 

together . /6, 459,840. 

divided into 2,153 aftions, or (hares, of /3,ooo. each 
and 1 ditto of 840. 


liU3 
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No, vn. 

Accoomt of the ilivtdcnds uoon the ftock of Ae Eaft- 
India Compuiiei of Holland, from 1604 to 1780;— and 
of the revolutiona in value of the (lock« from 1723 to 
1780. 

The Companv of diftant countries, and the Company of 
Magellan united, divided, in 1604 125 per cent. 

1605 55 

1607 10 

i6c8 . 10 

1613 4 i 

which balanced their accounts 204^ 

The Company concerned in the equipment of fourteen 
(hips in 1602, divided, in - 1605 *5 per cent. 

1606 75 

1607 40 

1608 2Q 

1609 25 

1611 50 

1612 37 

1614 3 

which balanced their a(;count 3 265 

The above dividends were, however, made by the gene-! 
ral United Eaft-India Company, eilablifncd in 1602, tq 
whom the liquidation of tne affairs of the former Com- 
panies was conunitted, and who began and continued 
the dividends upon their own (lock, as follows : 


Years. 

Months. 

1 

Pcrct. 



1610 

i6n 

in April 
in Nov. 

15 ditto 

75 

7 i 

in mace 
in pepper ^ 

in bankmoncy 


1612 

1613 

1614 

1615 
i< 5 i 6 
1617 

in March 

30 

in nutmegs 

1 

at 19, 20, & 22 
(killings per Ih, 


idi8 
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Years. 

Months. 

Pcrct. 



i6i8 





1619 

1620 

in April 

37 i 

in bankmoney 


1621 





1622 

1623 

in Nov. 


in cloves 

at 60 {livers pr. /A. 

1624 





1625 

in Aug. 

20 

ill bankmoney 


1626 





1627 

in Marcli 

12^ 

in bankmoney 


1628 





1629 

in Jan. 

25 

in bankmoney 

• 

1630 





1631 

in Jan. 

* 7 i 

in bankmoney 


1632 





*633 

in June 

I2*r 

in bankmoney 


•634 

'^35 

in Dec. 

20 

in ditto 


in March 

20 

in bankmoney 



15 May 

12! 

in clovos 

.It 80 ft. per /A. 


20 Aug. 

I2[ 

in ditto 

ditto 

1636 

I MarA 

25 

in ditto 

ditto 


1 Nov. 

*2^ 

in ditto 

ditto 

*^37 

I March 


in ditto 

ditto 


I Nov. 

25 1 

in ditto 

ditto 

1638 

I oa. 

10 

ill capalcte 

at 40 ft. per /A. 

1639 

1640 

1 Dec. 

1 

25 

in bankmoney 


1 Jan. 

15 

in cloves 

.U 80 ft. per Ib. 


I Nov. 

25 

in bankmoney 


164J 

15 Feb. 

<5 

in cloves 

at 80 ft. per /A. 


1 1 Nov. ! 

25 

in ditto 

at 50 ditto 

1642 

1 '5 Dec. : 

50 

in bankmoney 


‘<543 

1 1 Feb, 

»5 

in cloves 

at ^0 ft. per lb. 

1644 

1 Nov. 

25 

in ditto 

ditto 

1645 

1646 

I Dec, 

20 

in bankmoney 


l Jan. 

22 s 

in bankmoney 



i Dec. 

25 

in ditto 


1647 





1648 

I Jan. 

25 

in bankmoney 


J649 

1 Jan. 

1 30 

in dit^o 
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YcarsJ 

Months* 

Pcrct. 

T 

1650 

I Jan. 

20 

in bankmoncy 

1651 

I Jan. 

IS 

in ditto 

1652 

I Jan* 

»S 

12 { 

in ditto 

><5S3 

1 , an. 

in ditto 

1654 

15 June 

IS, 

in ditto 

1655 

l Jan. 

I2r 

in ditto 

1656 

1657 

I Dee. 

i 7 l 

in ditto 

1658 

I Dee. 

40 

in bankmoncy 

i6j9 

I Dec. 


1 in ditto 

1660 

I Nov. 

40 

in ditto 

1661 

1662 

15 Nov. 


in ditto 

[ 

1663 

1664 

15 Nov. 

30 

in bankmoncy 

166? 

1666 

1667 

IS Jan. 

27 i 

in bankmoney 

1668 

I June 

ui 

in bankmoney 

1669 

I July 

12i 

in ditto 

1670 

2 June 

40 

in ditto 

1671 

I June 

45 

in ditto 

20 July 

15 

in ditto 

1672 

2 June 

*s ! 

in ditto 

'<573 

1674 

1675 

1676 

1677 

1678 

I June 

33 

in obligations on the province 
of Holland 

1 Feb. 


in bankmoncy 

><579 

1 

I Jan, 

in 

in obligations on the general 
Company, repayable at the option 
of the Company, with 4 per ct. in,* 
terell per annum j afterwards 
reduced to 3“ per ct. 

1680 

1 Jan. 

n 

in ditto 

1681 

I Jan. 

22 

in ditto 

1682 

1683 

1684 

I July 

33 r 

in ditto 

i% 

I Feb. 

40 

in bankmoncy 

| 68<5 1 

I May 

l 2 

in ditto 

1687 
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Yean. 

Months. 

Perct. 

1687 

15 April 

20 

1688 

15 April 

33 ^ 

1689 

15 April 

33 r 

1690 

15 April 

40 

1(591 

1 Aug. 

20 

1692 

15 April 

25 

1693 

I April 

20 

1694 

I April 

20 

1(593 

I Nov. 

25 

l 6 g 6 

I June 

*5 

1697 

1 June 

>5 

1698 

I June 



13 Sep. 

^5 

1699 

I June 

20 

I Dec. 

*5 

1700 

13 July 

25 

1701 

20 May 

20 

1702 

15 May 

20 

1703 

16 May 

25 

1704 

16 June 

25 

1705 

25 May 

25 

i^o 6 

I May 

25 

1707 

15 April 

25 

1708 

I May 

25 

1709 

15 May 

25 

1710 

I May 

25 

1711 

15 May 

25 

1712 

I May 

'5 

1713 

I May 

30 

1714 

I May 

33 r 

» 7 «S 

I April 

40 

1716 

I May 

40 

1717 

I May 

40 

1718 


40 

1719 


40 

1720 


40 

1721 


33] 



3<5 


n bankmoney 
n ditto 
in ditto 
in ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
in ditto 

n obligations on the fcvcnl 


740. 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n bankmoney 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
ill ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
in ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
n ditto 
in ditto 


1713 



S 3 * 

Years. 

Perct. 

AFPEI 

fDIX 

Prices of the ftodu 




'from 

to 

1723 

I2t 

in bankmoncy 

654 per cent 631 per cent 

1724 

*5 

in ditto 

603 

654 

1725 

20 

in ditto 

614 

660 

1726 

^5 

in ditto 

658 

5<^3 

1727 

20 

in ditto 

560 

658 

1728 

15 

in ditto 

^SS 

612 

1729 

25 

in ditto 

628 

679 

1730 

25 

in ditto 

7*5 

650 

» 73 > 

25 

in ditto 

692 

742 

1732 

25 

in ditto 

779 

7**1 

1733 

‘ 25 

in ditto 

644 

788 

1734 

25 

in ditto 

754 

647 

1735 

25 

in ditto 

64J 

7*4 

I 73 <i 

20 

in ditto 

756 

<575 

1737 

*5 

in ditto 

532 

S 8<51 

1738 

*5 

in ditto 

585 

534 

1739 

*5 

in ditto 

494 

572 

1740 

I2f 

in ditto 

506 

403 

1741 

I2i 

in ditto 

39 * 

439 

1742 

1 *2* 

in ditto 

403 

350 

1743 

12i 

in ditto 

350 

434 

1744 

*5 

in ditto 

407 

464; 

1745 

*5 

in ditto 

470 r 

420 

I 74 <^ 

20 

in ditto 

368 

450 

1747 

20 

in ditto 

434 

3<^9 

1748 

20 

in ditto 

366 

455 

1749 

25 

in ditto 

423 

495 

1750 

25 

in ditto 

489 

594 

175 ^ ; 

25 

in ditto 

603 

575 

2752 

25 

in ditto 

580 

546; 

1753 

20 

in ditto 

SS 9 i 

534 

*754 

20 

in ditto 

555 * 

507 1 

1755 

20 

in ditto 

5 * 5 * 

407* ^ 

1756 

20 

in ditto 

4044 

446 

*757 

20 

in ditto 

555 * 

5074 

1758 

*5 

in ditto 

458 

39^5 

1759 

*5 

in ditto 

386* 

• 4*7 

1760 

*5 

in ditto 

4*4 

378 

1761 

*5 

in ditto 

390 

335 

1762 

*5 

4 n ditto 

323 

379 

17<53 

*5 

in ditto 

407 

353 * 
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Years, 

Perct 

1 

Prices of the ftock. 

1764 

^5 


from 

374 percent 

to 

406 per cent 

1765 


406 

585 

l^66 

20 


593 

546 

1767 

20 


580* 

503 

1768 

20 


518 

455 

1769 

20 

m ditto 

47a 

410 

1770 

* 5 . 

1 I2i 

in ditto 

41a 

325 

1771 

in ditto 

3'4 

386 

1772 

I2{ 

in ditto 

3<^9 
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No. IX. 


Abftra^l of the Htrharius Ftvuif or Herbal, of Henrt 
Bernard Oldelard, fupcrintcncknt of the Com- 
pany’s garden at the Cape of Good Hope^ in the year 
1695. 

Abutilon africanum, foliU, rugofis, ct filiculis lanu* 
ginofis. 

Abfinthium africanum frutefeens, foliis latiofibus. 
Ahum africanum, (lore purpurafeente. 

1 Aloe africana arborefeens, montana, non fpinofa, 

folio longiHimo piicatili, flore rubro. 

2 Aloe africana arborefeens, floribus albicantibus fra- 

grantiHimi* 

3 Aloe africana caulefcens, foHis fpinoHs, maculis ab 

utraque parte albicantibus notatis. 

4 Aloe africana brevilftma, craflifTimoque folio, fiore 

fubviridi. 

5 Aloe, africano florc glabro, rigidiffimo, florc fubr 

viridi. 

6 Aloe africana florc rubro, folio maculis ab utraque 

parte albicantibus notato. 

7 Aloe africana, flore rubro, folio, triangulari, ct ver- 

rucis ab utraque parte albicantibus notato. 

8 Aloe africana, folio in fuinmitatc triangulari, mar- 

garitifera, flore fubviridi. 

9 Aloe africana margaritifera, minor. 

10 Aloe africana foliis glaucis, marginc ct dorfi parte 

fuperiore fpinofis, flore rubro. 

1 1 Aloe africana, foliis glaucis, margine et dorfo integro 

fpinofis. 

12 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis glaucis, caulem am- 

pledcntibus. 

13 Aloe africana, folio triangulari longiflim^, floribuA 

luteis et foetibus. 

14 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis magis glaucis caulcm 

ample£lcntibu8, ct in mucronem obtuGorem defi- 
ncnlibus. 


15 Alot 
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1 5 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis minus glaucis, caulcm 

ampledentibus, dorfi parte fuperiore fpinofa. 

1 6 Aloe africana caulcfcens foliis gbucis> caulem am- 

pledentibus latioribus, et undcquaquc fpinofis. 

17 Aloe africana caulcfcens, foliis glaucis, caulem am- 

plcdentibus, dorfo intCCTO fpmofo. 

18 Aloe africana caulcfcens, foliis glaucis brevioribus, 

caulem ainpled^cntibus, foliorum parte interna et 
externa non nihil fpinofa. 

19 Aloe africana caulefcens, foliis glaucis breviflimis, 

foliorum fummitate interna et externa non nihil 
fpinofa. 

20 Aloe africana caulefcens perfoliata, glauca et non 

fpinofa. 

21 Aloe africana, glabro folio, minutiflimis cavitatibus 

donato. 

22 Aloe africana humilis, fpiris inermibus ct verrucis 

obfita. 

23 Aloe africana humilis Arachnoidxa. 

24 Aloe africana humilis, foliis ex albo et viritli va- 

riegatis. 

25 Aloe africana humilis, folio non nihil reflexo, flori- 

bus cx albo et rubro variegatis. 

26 Aloe africana humilis, folio in fummitate triangular! 

ct rigidiifimo, niarginibus albicantibus. 

27 Aloe africana creda, triangularis, et triangularifolio 

vifeofo. 

28 Aloe africana crcd.i, rotunda, folio parvo et in 

acumen rigidiilimum exeunte. 

1 Alaternoidcs africana, Ericx foliis, floribus aJbican- 

tibus ct mufeofis. 

2 Alateraoides africana, Telephini legitimi nuperati 

folio, llore viridi. 

3 Alaternoidcs africana, Lawri ferrate folio. 

4 Alaternoidcs africana, Chamxmcfpili folio rigidiorc 

ct minore, floribus albicantibus. 

5 Alaternoidcs africana, Roris marini lallori et piloflori 

folio, florc cxruleo. 

Althsa africana veficaria. 

Amygdalus africana nana, florc incuiVato rofeo fmi- 
plici, folio Mali perfici angulliorc. 
j Anxmofpermos africana, foliis Cardui benedidi, 
florum radlis intus fulphureis. 

2 Antemofpermos 
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2 An«mofpermo 8 africana, foliis Plantaglnis, flore 

fulphureo. 

3 Anxmofpcrmos africana, Jacobocw maritimjc foliis, 

flore fulphureo. 

1 Apocynum africanum crc£kum, villofo fru(flu, Sali- 

cis folio lato, glabro. 

2 Apocynum africanum ere£lum, Salicis folio lato, 

fubhirfuto. 

3 Apocynum africanum eredum, Salicis folio lato, 

glabro aiigufto. 

4 Apocynum africanum bumilc,aizoides,filiqui 3 erc£lis. 

5 Apocynum africanum ercdlum, fubhirfutum, foliis, 

uiuiulatis. 

6 Apocynum fcandens africanum Vincse pcrvinc® fo- 

iiis, fubincanum. 

7 Apocynum africanum fcandens, Afphodcli radice, 

angulliflimo folio. 

t Apocynum africanum fcandens, Lapati folio. 

Arum xthlopicum florigerum ct frudlum fercns, 
radice magna orbiculari. 

Arum africanum, flore albo odorato. 

Arum maximum lugyptiacum, quod vulgo Colocaflit 
audir. 

1 Afclepias africana aizoidcs. 

2 Afclcpias africana, longioribus foliis minus dentati*. 

3 Afclepias africana, flore pulchre fimbriato. 
Argyrodentros africana, foliis fericis ct argentcis. 
Afparagus fylveftris africanus aculeatus. 

Afphodelus africanus, anguftis foliis luteis, minor. 
Afplenium africanum rainofum, maximum, caulibus 

fplcndentibus. 

1 After africanus, jacoboex foliis, flore aurco; 
a After africanus, Stacchatis foliis, flore aurco. 

3 After africanus ramofus, Hyfopi foliis, floribus coc- 

rulcis. 

4 After africanus ramofus, floribus albis. 

5 After africanus, Hclcgrifi folio, flore rubro. 

6 After africanus frutefeens, foliis anguftis, ct plcrum- 

que conjundlis. 

7 After africanus frutefeens, fplcndentibus par>'is ct 

reflexis foliis. 

S After africanus frutefeens, Lavendulae folio, flore 
purpureo. 

0 Alter africanus annuus, Scnccioni* foliis. 

▼01 m, N 


10 After 
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10 After africaliiis frutcfccns, foliU Scnccidnis craffiorW 
bus. 

Aftcroplatii Carpos africana ffutefcens, Crithmi ma- 
riiii foliis. 

Aftragalus africanus odoratus, florc luteo. 

1 Beilis africana, florum pediculis pcnc aphylis foliii 

incilis. 

2 Beilis africana, florum pediculis foliofis, foliis anguftis 

et integris. 

3 Beilis africana, capitulo aphyllo luteo, Coronopi fo- 

lio, cauliculis procumbentibus. 

4 Beilis africana, Capitulo aphyllo luteo, foliis et cau- 

liculis jiinceis erc£lis. 

1 Bi^onia africana glabra, foliis in profundas lacinias 

divifis, fiuftu minori. 

2 Bryonia africana lacincata, tuberofa radice, floribui 

nerbaccis. 

Calendula, five Caltha africana humilis, flore intus 
aibo, floris violaceo fimplici. 

1 Campanula africana annua, hirfuta, latis ferratifque 

foliis, flore magno violaceo. 

2 Campanula africana annua, glabra, ferrate folio, flore 

pallido. 

3 Campanula africana annua, hirfuta, parvo angufloque 

folio, flore pallido violaceo. 

4 Campanula africana, annua, anguftifolia, florc pur- 

purafeente, major. 

5 Campanula africana annua, anguftifolia, flore pur- 

purafeente, minor. 

6 Campanula africana frutefeens, aculeofa, flore vlo- 

lacco. 

7 Campanula africana minor, Erini facie, flore violaceO| 

cauliculis eredis. 

i C.«npnnula africana minor, Erini facie, flore violaceo, 
cauliculis procumbentibus. 

Camphorata africana umbcllata, frutcfccns. 

Canna. 

Cardamine afrlcai^a trifolia (dicitur ctlam Nafturtium) 
foliis ternis, facie Chriftophoriana:. 

Centurium inajus africanuin, laciniitum, florc aurco, 

' odorato. 

i Centurium minus afrlcanum, Lini foliis et facie, 
flore amplo fuavc rpbente. 


2 Centurium 
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a Ccnturium minus africahum, arborefccns, latifbliumi 
flore rubcrrimo. 

3 Ccnturium minus afiricanum, arborefccns, anguftifli- 

mum, flore rubcrrimo. 

4 Ccnturium minus africanum, arborefccns, tulipife- 

rum. 

Cheirantos africana, flore luteOf 
; Chryfanthemum africauum Stoebes, fbllls angulHori- 
bus. 

2 Chryfanthemum africanum repens, flore aphylo, Co< 
ronopi folio. 

Chryfanthemoides Ofteofjpcrgon africanum, odora- 
turn, fpinofum ct vifeofum. • 

Ciftus humilis aizoidcs maritimus africanus, flore ru- 
bcllo. 

! Colutea africana. annua, foliis parvis mucronatisi 
veGculis compreflis. 

2 Colutea africana annua, foliis cordatis, et Vcficulis 

minus compreflis. 

3 Colutea africana, Senn:e foliis, flore fanguinco. 

4 Colutea africana humilis, flore fanguineo, CrotoJarioe 

Gliqui<i. 

1 Coma aurca africana fruticans, foliis Llnariae an-* 

gurtis, major. 

2 Coma aurca africana fruticans, foliis Linarlyc an- 

guilis, minor. 

3 Coma aurea africana, Linarlae folds glaucis ct lanu- 

ginofis. 

4 Coma aurea africana fruticans, omnium maxima, 

foliis tomentoGs et incanis. 

5 Coma aurea africana fruticans, Eriese folio. 

6 Coma aurea africana fruticans foliis glaucis, et in 

extremitate trlfldis. 

7 Coma aurca africana fruticans, foliis Crithmi marini. 
S Coma aurca africana fruticans, foliis inferioribus in- 

cifis, fuperioribus dentatis. 

X Cony/a africana arborefccns incana, floribus pur- 
puroviolaccis, foliis Salviax odorc, odore Salvix* et 
Roris marini. 

1 Conyza africana humilis, foliis anguftioribus ne:- 
vofis, floribus umbcllatis. 

3 Conyza africana fnitcfcens, folds Salvi«, odore cam- 
phoTX. 

4 Conyza 
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4 Conyza africana fnitcfccns, foliis Eric* hamatls ct 

incanis. 

5 Conyza africana, fnitcfcens, foliis Roris marini. 

6 Conyza africana, Senecionis florc. 

Cotula africana, calyce cleganti c«fio. 

1 Cotyledon africana frutefeens, foliis orbiculatis, lim- 

bo purpurco cin£lis. 

2 Cotyledon africana, terctifolia, florc pulchcrrimo. 

3 Cotyledon africana, foliis oblongioribus, floribus um- 

bel latis flbrofa radice. 

4 Cotyledon africana frutefeens, folio longo ct angufto, 

flore flavefccntc. 

5 Cotyledon africana frutefeens, florc umbellate coc- 

cineo. 

1 Cytifus africanus argenteus, flore atro purpurco. 

2 Cytifus africanus hirfutus, angufli-folius. 

3 Cytifus africanus herbaceus, floribus rubris. 

1 Echium africanum frutefeens, foliis pilofis. 

2 Echium africanum pcreniie, Lycopfis facie. 

1 Elichryfium africanum lanuginofum, latifolium, ca- 

lyce floris argenteo ct ampliirimo. 

2 Elichryfium afric.uium tomentofum, frutefeens, ca- 

lycc argenteo. 

3 Elichryfium africanum lanuginofum, nnguftilfimo fo- 

lio, calycc floris argenteo ct ampliflimo, 

4 Elichryfium afriernum tomentofum, frutefeens, floris 

calycc aureo. 

5 Elichryfium africanum tomentofum, frutefeens, Coris 

folio. 

6 Elichryfium africanum incanum, tomentofum, foliis 

fubiotuiulcs. 

7 Elichrvfium africanum umhcllatum, odoratum lu- 

teiim. 

8 Eliclirylium africanum frutefeens, anguflis ct longio- 

ribus foliis, incanis. 

9 Elichryfium africanum lati folium, fatidum, capitulo 

aureo. 

10 Elichryfium africanum luteum, Polii folio. 

1 1 Elichryfium africanum tomentofum, incanum, anguf- 

tifolium floribus rubris. 

12 Ehcl r/fium africanum latifolium, feetiJum, capitulo 

aureo. 

1 3 Elichryfium africanum frutefeens, foliis Crithmi ma- 

rini. 

1 4 Elichryfi um 
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t4 Elichryfium arboreum africanunii Rons marinf 
folk). 

15 Elichryfium africanum, Plant^inis folio. 

16 Elichryfium africanum fatidiffimum, amplifilmo fo- 

lio. 

17 Elichryfium africanum inodorum, glabrum, Coro- 

nopi folio. 

Ephemerum africanum annuum, florc bipctalo. 

1 Erica africana viridis, anguHiiUmis fdliis^ flurculis in 

capitulum congcftis. 

2 Erica africana, flofculis fubhirfutis, fecundum rnmulos 

dilpofitis. 

3 Erica africana incana, foliis anguftiflimis. • 

4 Erica africana, capillaceo brcviquc folio, florc rotun- 

diori purpurco. 

^ Erica africana, folio minimo, flore rotundiorl albiJo. 

6 Erica africana, Coris folio, flore oblongo fpicato. 

7 Erica africana, Coris folio, florc oblongo, purpurco, 

c foliorum alls prodcuntc. 

8 Erica africana, Coris folio, flore breviori. 

9 Erica africana, Coris folio, floribus vcficariis. 

10 Erica africana, juniperifolia, florc oblongo fpicato. 

11 Erica africana, juniperifolia, flore oblongo uinbel- 

lato. 

Evonymus africanus, folio lucido ferrato, 

F.ibago africana arborefeens, florc fulphurco, frudlu 
rotundo. 

Ferula africana galbanimifcra, frutefeens, Myrrhi- 
dis foliis. 

1 Filicula africana maxima ramofa, pinnulis tenuibus 

difleftis. 

2 Filicula africana, in acutas divifa lacineis. 

1 Filix africana maxima ramofa, pinnulis irenatis. 

2 Filix africana dentata, Lonchitidis facie. 

3 Filix africana ramofa, pinnulis Lonchitidis. 

Focniculum africanum, foliis in fummitatc alro ni- 

bentibus, feminibus angullis et longioribus. 

Frutex africanus aromaticus, florc fpicato, cxiguo. 
Frutex acthiopicua, Portulacae folio, florc ex albido 
vircfccntc. 

Frutex africanus, Erie* folio, glutinofus, florc fpicato 
albo. 

Galega africana, floribus majoribus, et filiquis crtif- 
fiorlbus. 

1 Geniftt 
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I Gcnifta afncana frutcfccna, Rufci nmofi foliis. * 
t Genida africana frutefceng, angudis foliis. 
j Genida africana, Lavcndulx folio. 

4 Genida africana juncea, floribua cxruleis, foliis mini- 

mis. 

5 Genida africana minima, foliis Myrthi, in exquifi^ 

turn microiiem defincntibus. 

6 Genida africana, Roris marini foliis, Hore aureo. 

7 Genida africana arborefeens, argentea lanugine, pu-» 

befeens. 

8 Genida africana frutefeens, fpicata purpurea, foliis 

angudiflimis. 

9 Genida africana frutefeens, foliis Torton^Raire, florc 
. purpureo. 

IQ Genida africana, Laricis foliis longioribus ct lanu- 
ginofis. 

1 1 Genida africana, Laricis, foliis craflloribus et hirfutis* 
Ja Genida africana frutefeens fpicata, Laricis foliis. 

13 Genida africana frutefeens capitate, 

14 Genida africana lutea, fpicata, Laricis foliis, 

15 Genida africana frutefeens, capitulis lanuginoGs, 

Laricis breviffimp folio. 

j 6 Genida africana frutefeens, capitulis lanuginofis, 
Laricis incanit foliis. 

ly Genida africana, camphoratx folio, floribus luteis 
minimis. 

18 Ocnld.1 africana, foliis Gallii. 

19 Genida african.!, Dorycinil facie, 

ao Genida africana arborefeens, Styraeis folio, florc cas 
»uleo. 

j Geranium afrlcaiium arborefeens, ibifei folio rotundo, 
Carllnsc odore. 

% Geranium africanum frutefeens, Malvai folio, lacin- 
cato, odorato, llore purpurafeente, 
j Geranium africanum, Alchimillx hirfuto folio, flo- 
ribus albidis. 

4 Geranium africanum arborefeens, Alchimillx hirfuto 

folio, iloribus rubicundis, 

5 Geranium africanum, Betonicae folip lacincato ct 

maculato, floribus incarnatis. 

Gcratiiuin africanum, folio pfocumbente, floribus 
parvis elcgantcr variegatis. 

7 Ceraniujn africanum no£lu ©lens, tuberofum ^t no^ 
flofum, e| A(juilcgix foliis. 

8 CeraniuQi 
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t Gmnium ifncanum no£k\x oicns, Aquilcgiac folio, 
florc incamato rubcnte. 

9 Geranium afiricanum no£Iu olens, florc rubcrrimo. 
Anemones folio anguftiori. 

10 Geranium africanum no^u olens, florc rubro, Ano- 

mones folio anguftiori. 

1 1 Geranium africanum no£Iu olens, radice tubcrofa, 

foliis Paftinacx incanis, lanuginofis, florc pallido 
flavcfccntc. 

12 Geranium africanum no£Iu Olens, radice tubcrofa, 

foliis Paftinacae anguftioribus. 

13 Gerainum africanum no£^u olens, tubcrofum, Vitis 

foliis hirfutis. 

14 Geranium africaftum minus, Coriandri folio, •floribus 

incarnatis. 

15 Geranium africanum, uvsc, crifpac folio, floribus cxi- 

guis rubellis. . 

16 Geranium africanum majus, Coriandri folio, floribus 

incarnatis. 

17 Geranium africanum, Altbex folio, parvo florc. 

18 Geranium africanum, foliis plcrumque auratis, flo- 

ribus ex rubro purpurafeentibus. 

19 Geranium africanum, Myrrhidis folio, florc albicantc, 

radice rapacea. 

20 Geranium africanum, foliis inferioribus Atari, fupe- 

rioribus Staphydis agrlx maculatis, Iplcndcntibus 
ct acetofo fapore. 

21 Geranium africanum, Aftragali folio. 

22 Geranium africanum frutefeens, folio ocaflb ct 

glauco, acetofofapore. 

Globularia africana frutefeens, Thymclxx folio, ^ 
lanuginofo. 

Ilaemanthus africanus, five Tulipa africana, florc' 
albo. 

Hyacinthus africanus, florc cxrulco, umbellato, tu- 
berofus. 

1 Jacobxa africana frutefeens, Abrotani folio. 

2 Jacobaca africana frutefeens, Honniiti folio. 

3 Jacobxa africana, Sonchi folio. 

4 Jacobxa africana, Dentis leonini folio. 

5 Jacobxa africana, Abfinthii folio. 

6 Jacobaea africana foliis integris, undulatis et crlfpis. 

7 Jacobxa africana laciniata, iatifolia, florc purpureo. 

H N 4 8 Jacobxa 
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8 Jacobaci africana laciniata, aaguftifoHa, flore pur* 
purco. 

^ JacQbaea africana, radice tuberofa. 

10 Jacobaa africina fnitefcens, foliis incifis ct fubtus 

cincraccis. 

11 Jacobaea africana frutefcens, foliis Abfmthii um- 

bclliferi, incanis. 

12 Tacobsea africana frutefcens, Coronopi folio. 

13 Jacobaea afric.ina frutefcens, LavenduJx folio latiori, 

14 Jacobxa africana frutefcens, folio longo et glauco. 

15 Tacobxa africana, Iledcrx terreftris folio, repens. 

16 Ticobxa africana fiutjfccns, cralTis fucculcntis foliis. 

17 Jacobaea africana frutefcens, foliis r’gidis et hirfutis. 

1 Jafiuinum africanuni, foliis folitariis, floribus vul- 

ptiori fimilibus. 

2 Jalminum africanum, ilieis folio, flore folitario, ex 

foliorum alis proveniente, albo. 

1 Ketmia africana, Populi folio. 

2 Ketmia africana, Populi folio, fubtus incano,et caule 
virefeente. 

3 Ketmia africana veficaria, folio tripartite, flore pur- 

pureo. 

4 Ketmia africana veficaria, fruticans, et eredfa, Alni 

foliis latioribus ct majoribus, flore fpirali ful- 
phureo. 

5 Ketmia africana frutefcens, foliis mollibus et incanis, 

flore fpirali fulphurco. 

6 Ketmia africana veficaria, uvx crifpx foliis, flore fpi- 

rali fulphurco. 

1 Laurus africana minor, Querci folio. 

2 Laurus inodora africana, frii 61 u globofo Lauri ferra- 

tje, odoratx Stapelianx fimilis. 

3 Laurus africana. 

Lconurus perennis africanus, Sideritidis folio, flore 
phoeniceo majorc villofo. 

1 Lcucoium africanum, caeruleo flore, latifolium, hlr- 

futum. 

2 Lcucoium africanum, cxrulco flore angufto Coro- 

nopi folio, majus. 

3 Lcucoium africanum, cxruleo flore; angufto Coro- 

nopi folio, minus. 

I Lilio-Narciffus africanus humilis, longifllmis foliis, 
polyanthos faturato colorc purpurafeens. 

2 Lilio- 
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2 Lilio-NarciflUs africanus platicaulU hmnilili flore 
purpurafccntc odorato. 

1 Lothuj africana annua, hirfuta, floribus luttis. 

2 Lothus africana frutcfccns, florc fpicato rubicundo. 
Lychnis Pfeudo-mclanthio fimilis africana, glabra, 

anguftifolia, flore clcgantcr rubello. 

Lycium :cthiopicum, Pyracanth* folio. 

Malva africana fnitcfccns, flow rubro. 

1 Melianthus africanus. 

2 Melianthus africanus minor, humifufus, foliis Pim- 

pinella; crifpse. 

3 Melianthus africanus minor, foctidus. ^ 

Myrthus africana humilis, foliis Myrtilli crenatis, cau- 
liculis nigricantibus. • 

Narciflus africana, Volyanthos. 

Olea africana humilis, fylvcllris, folio duro, fubtus 
incano. 

Orcofclinum aizoidcs arborcfccns, Liguftici foliii 
et facie, flore luteo. 

1 Ornithogalum africanum, lutcum, odoratum, foliia 

cepaccis, radice tuberofa, 

2 Ornithogalum africanum, flore virldi, altcri innato. 

3 Ornithogalum africanum, Plantaginis rofex folio, 

radice tuberofa. 

1 Oxus bulbofa africana rotundifolia, caulibus et flori-( 

bus purpurcis amplis. 

2 Oxus bulbofa africana rotundifolia, virentibus flori-* 

bus amplis, purpurcis. 

3 Oxus bulbofa njthiopica, five africana minor, folio; 

cordato, flore cx albido purpurafccntc. 

Petafites africanus, Calthx paluftris folio, radice fla- 
vefeente crafla. 

Phalangiusn africanum ramofum, floribus albis, pc- 
talis ixflexis. 

1 Phafeolus africanus hirfutus bituminofus, fiUquis buU 

latis, florc flaveo. 

2 Phafeolus africanus, parvo frudu, non nihil albn 

cantc. 

3 Phafeolus africanus perennis minor, florc fuave ru«* 

bente. 

Planta laQaria africana. 

Pimpinella africana faxifraga maxima. 

Pol^odium africanum maximum, acutiflime divU 
fum. 

I Folygala 
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1 Pol)|;akifricafiafrutcfccn« anguftlfllma, maW^ 

2 Polygala africana frutcfccns, anguftiffima, minor. 

3 Polygala zfnam, Lini folio, magno florc. 

4 Po^gala africana frutcfccns, Buxi folio, maxima 

5 Polygala africana arborca myrthifolia, floribus albis, 

intus purpurcis. 

Portulaca africana fcmpcr vircns, flore rubicundo. 

I Pfcudo-di( 3 amnus africanus, Heder* tcrrcftris fo- 
Ho. 

t Pfcudo-di£lainnu$ africanus, foliii fubrotundis fubtus 
incanis. 

Ranunculus africanus feu atthiopicus, foliis rigidis, 
floribus ex lutco vircfccntibus. 

Rapuntium africanum minus, anguftifolium, florc 
riolacco. 

Ricinus africanus maximus, caulc geniculato ruti- 
lantc. 

Salix africana, anguftis ct longiflimis foliis, fubtus 
incanis. 

1 Salvia africana frutcfccns, Scorodoni* foliis, florc 

violacco. 

2 Salvia africana frutcfccns, folio fubrotundo, glauco, 

florc magno aurco. 

1 Scabiofa africana arborcfccns maxima, foliis rugofis, 

ct crcnatis integris. 

2 Scabiofa africana frutcfccns, foliis rigidis, fplcndcn- 

tibus, et fcrratis, flore albicante. 

3 Scabiofa africana, capitulo oblongo, flore albo. 

Scilla africana, flore viridi parvo, bulbo am- 

plillio. 

1 Schrca africana prxcox annua. 

2 Sclarca africana frutcfccns, Helianthcmi folio. 

I Scdum africanum fruticofum, Ericx folio. 

a Scdum africanum arborcfccns, incanum, foliis orbi- 
culatis. 

3 Scdum africanum majus arborcfccns, foliis rotun- 

dioribus glaucis, limbo purpureo cindis. 

4 Scdum africanum umbellatum album, folio viridi 

angufto, mucronatum, florc albo. ‘ 

5 Scdum africanum annuum, Ccntaurii minoris facie, 

florc aurco. 

Scnccio africanus arborcfccns, Ficoidis folio ct facie. 
Sideroxiium africanum, Ccrafl folio. 

I Sifyrinchium 
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I Sirpnchiam tethiopicum feu africanum majtt8> an- 
gufti folium, floribus albis. 

i Siiyrinchium acthiopicum feu africanum majus, la- 
tifolium, floribus albis, hexapetalls lineis purpureis 
ftriatis. 

3 Slfyrinchium jcthiopicum feu africanum minus, U- 

tifoliunif flore hexapetalo albo. 

4 SifyrincMum africanum, flore ex pbocniceo fuavo 

rubente. 

5 Sifyrinchium africanum, foliis Gladioli parvis et 

longis, pallefccnte flore. 

6 Sifyrinchium ramofum acthiopicum feu africanum, 

foliis plicatis nervofls et incanis, radice tuberola 
phocnicea. • 

7 Siminchium majus, flore luteo macula notato. 

8 Sifyrinchium minus anguftifolium, flore minore^ 

variegato. 

I Solanum pomiferum frutefeens africanum fpinofum, 
nigricans, Boraginis flore, foliis profunde lacinia- 
tis. 

a Solanum lignofum africanum femper vircni, laurinii 
foliis. 

1 Spartium africanum frutefeens. Erica: folio. 

2 Spartium africanum frutefeens, Rufei folio, caule 

amplcdcnte, 

I Spirjca africana, foliis cruciatim pofitis, 
a Spiraea africana odorata, floribus plane rubentibuf. 

3 Spinca africana odorata, foliis pilofis. 

Stapfi’odendron africanum Temper virens, foliia' 

(plcndentibus, 

I Tanacetum africanum fruticans, multiflorum, foliii 
Tanaccti vulgaris decuplo minoribus. 
a Tanacetum africanum arborefeens, foliis Lavendulae, 
multifido folio. 

1 Tetragono carpos africana, radice magna oncrofa ct 

caniofa. 

2 Tetragono carpos. africana frutican, foliis longis ct 

angullis. 

1 Thynieixa LinifoHx fimilis africana, floribus palli- 

(lis, odoratllfimis. 

2 Thymclxa Linifolix fimilis africana, foliis lucidis 

latioribus ct obtufis. 

3 Thymclaca africana, foliis Lini, floribus in capita- 

Jum congefiis. 

4 Thymclxa 
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4 Thymelsa africanai Rons marini folioi angu(H{runo 

breviori. 

5 Thymclxa afncana, Roria marini folio, anguftiflkio 

. longiori. 

6 Thymelxa africana, Roris marini folio, fioribus 

longioribus. 

7 Thymelaea africana, Sanamundae facie, Ericx foliis 

anguftiflimis. 

8 Thymclaea africana, Torton-Raire fimilis, floribus in 

capitulum congcftis. 

9 Thymelaja africana, foliis Rufci. 

10 Thymeisea africana frutcfcens, Jafmini florc, foliis 

Polygala:. 

1 1 Thyniclaca africana anguftifolia, Jafmini flore. 

1 Titnymalus aizoides africanus, fimplici fquammato 

caulc. 

2 Tithymalus aizoides africanus, caulc fquammato, 

Clamirnerii folio. 

3 Tithymalus arboreus africanus. 

4 Tithymalus .arboreus aethiopicus feu africanus, 

Mezerci gcrmanici folio, florc pallido. 

5 Tithymalus aizoides africanus, vaiidilTimis cx tuber- 

cidorum intemodiis provenientibus. 

1 Trifolium africanum fruticans, flore purpurafeente. 

2 Trifolium africanum fruticans, folio anguftiore, flore 

rubicantc. 

3 Trifolium africanum fruticans, foliis incanis, florc 

luteo. 

Tulipifera arbor africana. 

1 Valeriana africana fruticans, foliis longis et anguf- 

tifHmis. 

2 Valeriana africana, foliis anguftis, florc macula rubi- 

cantc notato. 

3 Valeriana africana fruticans, foliis Ericx. 

1 Vitis idjca aethiopica feu africana, Myrthi Tarentini 

folio, florc atro purpureo. 

2 Vitis idaea sethiopica feu africana, Buxi minoris 

folio, floribus albidis. 

The preceding are all natives of, and, in general, pecu- 
liar to, Africa; then follow thirty-fix different forts of 
fig-trees, all called flottcntot figs, viz. 

I Ficoides africana, folio Plantaginis undulato, micis 
argcntcis afperfo. 

2 Ficoides 
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I Ficoldes africana acaulos, latKTimis crafTis et lucidifi 

foliis conjugatis, flore autto ampliflimo. 

3 Ficoidcs africana crc6ia^ Ocimaftri folio, micis ar- 

gcntcis afpcrfo, flore rofeo ma^o. 

4 Ficoides africana crc£ta ramofa, Tripolii folio, flore 

aurco magno. 

5 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoidcs africana, folio anguftion. 

6 Ficoidcs feu Ficus aizoides africana minor, multi- 

caulis, flore intus rubente, extus incarnate. 

7 Ficoides africana, folio cnfiformi dilute virenti, flore 

aureo, brevi pediculo infidcntc. 

8 Ficoidcs africana, folio enliformi obfeure virenti, 

flore longo pediculo infidentc. 

9 Ficoides africana, folio enfiformi varie incifo, 

aurco flore pediculo infidentc. 

10 Ficoidcs feu Ficus aizoides africana procumbens, 
folio triangular! enfiformi. 

I I Ficoidcs feu Ficus aizoidcs africana, triangulari folio 

longiflimo, frudu multu capfulari, flore luteo, 
major. 

1 2 Ficoidcs feu Ficus aizoidcs africana, triangulari folio 

longiflimo, frudu multu capfulari, flore luteo, 
minor. 

13 Ficoidcs africana, folio triangulari longiflTimo, flore 

aurco. 

14 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari longiflTimo, flore 

purpurco. 

15 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari longiflimo, florc 

carneo. 

16 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana major, procum- 

bens, triangulari folio, fru£lu maptimo cduli. 

17 Ficoidcs africana, folio longo triangulari incurvo, 

purpurco caule. 

18 Ficoidcs africana, folio longo triangulari recurvo, 

floribus umbcllatis obfolcti coloris, externe pur- 
purcis. 

19 Ficoidcs africana, folio triangulari recurvo, florc 

flavcfccntc. 

ao Ficoides africana, folio triangulari lanccato. 

21 Ficoides africana, folio triangulari incurvo ct den- 

tate. 

22 Ficoidcs africana, folio triangulari, obtufo, in gemi- 

nos aculcos abcunte, florc aurco. 

23 Ficoides 



APPENDIX 

23 Ficoides afndna, folio triangularis apice rubn)| caufo 

purpurafcente. 

24 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoidcs africana minor ere^^a, 

triangulari folio viridi, flore intus aurco, forii 
purpurco, 

25 Ficoidcs feu Ficus aizoides africana minor crc£la^ 

folio triangulari glaucO) flore luteo. 

26 Ficoides africana irutefeens, perfoliata, folio trian- 

gulari glauco, pundate cortice lignofo, tenui, 
candido. 

27 Ficoides africana cre£la, folio triangulari glauco, 

pundis obfeurioribus notato. 

28 Ficoides africana humilis, folio triangulari glauco, 

bflllato, flore luteo. 

29 Ficoidcs africana humilis, folio triangulari glauco, 

dorfo aculeato, flore luteo. 

30 Ficoides africana ereda, folio triangulari glauco ct 

brevi, flore carnco. 

31 Ficoides africana humifufa, folio triangulari longiori, 

glauco flore flavefcentc. 

32 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, folio tereti, pro- 

cumbens, flore purpureo. 

33 Ficoides feu Ficus aizoides africana, folio tereti, 

procumbens, flore cocci nco. 

34 Ficoides africana, folio jtereti, in villos radiatos 

abeunte. 

35 Ficus africana, oculeis longilTimis et foliatis, nafeen- 

tibus exfoliorum alls. 

36 Ficoidcs africana repens, et Ixtc virens, flore pur- 

purco. 

Next, numerous exotics, which have been introduced 
into the country from Europe, Afia, and America, viz. 
Abies. 

Acacia americana, folds colutese Scorpioideg Icgu* 
minofx, filiquis echinatis. 

Acetofa hortenfis. 

Allium fativum, et hortenfe. 

Alnis rotundifolia, et glutinofa, viridis. 

Aloe americana fobolifera. 

Althea indica, feu Rofa finenfis. 

Amygdalus. 

Ananas, five Carduus brafilianus, folds Aloes. 

Apium hortenfe, feu Petrofclinum vulgo. 

Arundo faccharUera. 


Afparagof 
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A^Huram fatiTty et hortenHs* 

Beta n3>ra, ct alba, radicc Rapae. 

Bautas. 

Braffica rubra, ct alba, capitata ct non capiuta, et 
florigera. 

Camphorarla, feu arbor camphorifera, cx que cam* 
phora officinarum prodit. 

Cannabis fativa, et crratica. 

Carduus bencdi£lus, five Cnicus fylvdlris hirfuttor. 
Caiyophyllus. 

Caliia cinnamonca, feu Cinnamonum, dve CanelU 
ccylanica. 

Cailanea fylvedrii. 

Cepa vulgaris. 

Cerafus varii generis. 

Chscrcphyllon fativum. 

Ciccr fativum. 

Cinaria hortenfis, foliis non aculearis. 

Clematis hcderacea indica, foliis fubrotundls, florc 
rubcntc. 

Corylus fativa. 

Criili pavonis. 

Cucumis vulgaris. 

Cucumis diOus flos pafTionis. 

Cucurbita laginaria et rotunda. 

CuprclTus ramis expanfis. 

Cyanus fegetum hortenfis, florc albo, carruleo, etc. 
Cytifus arvenfis. 

Datura, feu Stramonia indica major fcctida, pona 
fpinofo, oblongo. 

Faba leguminofa. 

Ficus communis indica, etc. 

Ficoidcs feu Ficus amcricana, Cerci cflBgic, fpinoft 
et angulofa. 

Fccniculum vulgare. 

Fragaria ferens fragra rubra. 

Frumentum indicum farafcnicum. 

Focla Mocgri. 

Focla quater boras. 

Focla Aros branco. 

Gramen vulgare, item bulbofum et fparteum hoi- 
landicum. 

Croffularia multiplici acioo, five aoa fpinofa, hor- 

unfit, rubra ct albtt. 

Cuajana 
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Guajana alba dulcis, five Gujava promJfcra ndica, 
Hordeum vemum et hybernum. 

Hyacinthus albus, ex hollandia ablatus. 

Intybus fativa, latifolia et crifpa. 

Juniperus vulgaris, baccis parvis. 

Katsjapiring, 

Kajoe amaas. 

La£luca vulgaris capitata, et non capitata. 

Leucoium album, purpureum, flavum. 

Lilium, foil Corona imperialis. 

Majorana vulgaris. 

Malus domeftica, variae dcnominatloncs cjus. 

Malus cydonia, fru^tu oblongo et leviori. 

Maids citria. 

Malus limonia acida ct dulcis. 

Malus arantia indica, frudu omnium maximo, pom- 
pelmocs dido, medulla partim pallcfccnte, partim 
rubefeente. 

Malus arantia lufitanica, feu pomum Cnenfe. 

Malus punica, five Granata. 

Malum fyriacum feu creticum. 

Melifla hortenfis, odorc citri. 

Melo hifpanicus. 

Mentha hortenfis crifpa. 

Mefpilus germanica, folio laurino non ferrato. 
Morus, frudu nigro. 

Myrdius communis italica, et latifolia romana. 
Napus fativa. 

Narciflus albus, magno odorato flore. 

Nafturtium indicum, flore luteo dilutiorc. 

Nux juglans, feu Regia vulgaris. 

Ocyum latifolium maculatum vel crifpum. 

Oka fativa. 

Pieonia, flore pleno rubro minore. 

Pdlma dadylifera, Dadylus vulgo. 

Papaver hortenfe. 

Paltinaca fativa, radice alba. 

Pepo indicus reticulatus, feminibus albis et nigris, 
major. 

Pcrfica malus vulgaris, frudu molli et albo, item 
frudu quafi fanguineo. 

Films fylveftris. 

Piper indkum five balccutium, propendentibus fili- 
quis, oblongig, recurvis, rubris. 

Pilheia 



ftftacli indica, feu pcrfica, fruftu racemofa* 
Prunus. 

Pynis fativa. 

Quercua vulgaris, brevibiis pedlculls. 

Raplunus nigcr major rotundus, ct llaphanus m!no# 
oblongus. 

Paplianus rufticanus. 

Rola centlfolia, fruticc fpinofo, rubra, alba, etc; 
Rofmariiius hortciilis. 

Ruta hortcnfis. 
jSabina. 

8ahl.\< 

Sambuciis vulgaris, 

Sccalc hybcriium five majus. 

Spin.ichia, fciniiie non rpinofo, Ct fpinofo. 
Tamarlfcus fruticofa. 

Targon liortenfis. 

Triticuin hyberiiuin. 

Tulipa. 

Vitis vinlfcra. 

Viola martia* 

It is added, that all thefe trees, plants, herbs, and 
flowers, were to be found in the garden of the Compaiiy4 


No. X. 


Sketch of the Life of Retniee de Klerk, late Gover- 
nor General for the Dutch Eaft-Inciia Company, ab- 
ftra£Ied from Ary Huysers' Lj/I- of R. de Klerk. AmA 
ferdamy 1788. 


•* I hive nude thee a name, like the rime of the great men that art oil 
the caiih,*' f CiiruruCict, eh. xvu. vcr. t. 


Reikiee De Klerk was bom at MiddUbuf^ghy the 
capital city of the province of Zealandy on the aad of 
November, 1710. Hi$ parents were honed and induf- 
flrious, but humble tradcfpeople, and their foil was firft 
tOL. IID 0 o dcfigired 



^figned ^or ttie £ime line of life ; bat to which not hav« 
hg any inclination, he entered, in his fifteenth year, in 
Ac naval fervicc of Holland, and went upon a cruize, on 
hoatd of one of the frigates, fent to look out for the 
honiewardbound Eaft-Indiamen. The year afterwards 
he \^ent his firft voyage to India, as a common failor, in 
'it^hkh ftatlon he performed another voyage afterwards ^ 
and, in the year 17:^1, he went out, fur the laft time, 
as Ahd mate, and never again returned to Holland. 

At Batavhf he was fpcedily promoted to the rank of 
lirft lieutenant, and to the coiiiinaiul of a country-veflcl, 
in which he went feven voyages to Padan^^ on the well 
Coaft of Sumatra, On that coafl, he was frequently em- 
ployed to command the troops and vcflels, which were 
tent to the affiftance of the kings of Baros and Sorkam^ 
two allies of the Company, who were fubje£l to continual 
vexation and opprdlion from the king or Acheeriy and in 
thefc expeditions he condudled himfi lf with fuch bravery 
and condud, as to acquire the title of the have heroy in 
the letters and congratulations of the Indian princes. 
But he was frequently afflielod witli illiicfs, chiefly paraly-* 
tlcal, from the great unhcalthincis of Baroey Sorkatiy and 
the furrounding country. 

His meritorious fendees did not fail to be reported to' 
the goverrment at Bataviay and laid the foundation of 
his future greatnefs. At this period of his life an anec- 
dote is related of him, which fliews his early ambitioir 
and pcrfevcraiicc in afpiilng to the highell dignity iii 
India, 'llic comptroller of equipment, at Padangy wav 
faying jocularly to him, “ De Klerk, you will certainly 
be one day commandant of Bataviay” (or chief of the 
tttilitary there, an office of great trull and importance)^ 
not conceiving that even tins elevation was within the 
compafs of a nope} upon which our hero replied, “ ’'ids 
* not that I want, but I aiii feeking for the door to the 
governor gcncralfhip.” 

In the year 1737, he left the fca fcrvice, and was made 
junior ilierchant, and chief of Lompong Tou/ang Batewang, 
motives that induced the then govLrnor general^ 
VAhKtmtHf to fend him to this place, were, tLt De 
Klse^ being Apfoughly acquainted with the affiiirs of 
Sumatra, would be the ntteft perfon to adflull fome dif- 
that had arifen between the kings of Bantam and 
aboBt their refpeftivc boundaries. The man- 
ner 
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ftiif U \»iiich he fcltled them deferve* being Kcorded^ 
He went up the river of which is verv broadi 

and runs far inland, in an armed vcfTcl, as far as Mcmgala^ 
a village fo called bV the inhabitants. Here lay the fleets 
bf both nstions, and he moored his vcflci betv cen them ; 
and endeavoured, as umpire, to fettle their difltrcnccs, 
but in vain : he remained fourteen months in this fitiia^ 
tion 5 and, at the end of that time, he was allowed to build 
a houfe of bamboos, upon the ftrorc, for the accommoda- 
tion of himfelf and his followers. Hc foon availed of thii 
tircumftance, to biing matters to a cbnclufion} and by 
cannon, the prefent rath ultima hc fnadc the 

coruending parties foon agree. Hc fccretly got, one 
night, from on board his velTcl foUr piecci of artillery^ 
whicli hc placed at each angle of his houfe, behind 1 
brcaftworlc of bamboos. At daybreak, hoifting the Dutch 
flag, hc fired a falute from tnefe guns. The allonilh- 
ment of both parties^ who were very jealous of tlic Com-i 
pany’s gaining a f(»oting there, and who had, therefore^ 
waited fo long before they would allow him to flcq) on 
fhore, may eafily be conceived. But Ds Ki.erK, who 
knew their difpolltion, and, that once intimidated, they 
would be humble and conceding, feiit wonl, by the met 
fengers that came to him from both kings to know the 
reafon of this lioftilc appearance, that hc was determined 
to enforce a fpcedy adjuftment; and, as Ik; could nol! 
aitfwer to hib employers to be longer detained by their frivo- 
Jous condu£t, hc hoped they would fpccdily agreO, without^ 
more ferious interference on his part*, the difputcs re- 
fjppQing the boundaries wctc ftK)n fettled to mutual fatif- 
fadion j and the limits then laid down between the two 
empires, continue ftill the fame. De Klerk afterwards 
built a fort, on the fame fpot w-herc his bambob houfe 
had been crc£ted ; hc named it Valkenocg (Hawkfeyc), in 
allufion to the name of the governor general j and the 
Company hare ever fincc remained in quiet pofleflion 
of it. 

Returning, in the year 1741, to Batavia, he fourid the 
country ftill in commotion, the confcquencc of the revolt 
of the Chinefc, and which had, in the preceding year, 
brought on the dreadful event related in volume i. page 
263. The defperate Chinefe ftill continued their ravage* 
even in the neighbourhood of Batavia^ and a great num- 
ber of them yet maiaumed thcmfclvcs at A body 
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of troops were font againft them, with whom the janiot 
merchant, De Klerk, went as fecrctary. The expedij 
tion fuccecdcd in no farther than in driving the rebels 
higher up the country *, and the war was transferred to 
the northeaft coaft of lava. Thither De Klerk fol- 
lowed the operations of war, in the fame year, 1741 > 
and he ingratiated himfelf exceedingly with the two com-* 
miflaries appointed to attend to the profecution of it; 
efpecially with the firft of them, Mr. Veryssel, partly 
from that gentleman having been commandant of the 
admiralty-wharf at Batavia while De Klerk was in the 
fca-fervice, and who was, confequcntly, acquainted with 
his meritorious conduft, and partly on account of his 
knowledge in the affairs of the natives, aild his enter- 
prifing- fpirit ; of which an inftance occurred fhortly 
afterwards, which procured him great reputation. Com- 
miffary Veryssii. entertained Icciet views of making 
himfelf mafter of the perfon of the general who com- 
manded the auxiliary aimy of the emperor of Javoy dc- 
ftined to a6l in concert with the Company againft the 
javanefe and Chinefe infurgents, but who did more harm 
than good to the Dutch. He gave the powder and fhot 
that were furnifhed to him by the Company, to the 
enemy *, and when his troops, and thofe of the Company, 
were conjointly engaged,^ it plainly appeared that they 
fired in the air. This conduH had been reported at the 
court of the rocfoeliocn.un, and the emperor had long 
known the evil difpofition of his general ; he, accordingly, 
wanted much to be rid of him ; but he hail not the cou- 
rage to make the attempt hunfelf, and committed this 
dangerous bufmefs to the execution of Commiflary Ve- 
rtssel, w'ho was equally at a lofs how to attempt it. It 
happened, however, that tliis general, who was a prince 
of tne blood, and coufm to the emperor, came and en- 
camped with his large army, computed to amount to one 
hundred thoufand men, near Samaranj^, This opportu- 
nity was not to be neglcdcd j but the commilTai-y was at 
a lofs upon whom to fix to begin tlic dangerous experi- 
ment of enticing the imperial general, who was as little 
inclined to the Dutch, a,-* he was ambitious of fitting on 
the throne of his relation, into the power of tlie Com- 
pany. He confultcd De Klerk on the fubjeed; “ I 
know of no one able to fulfil your intentions,” was the 
jnfwer \ “ but if I may be made ufe of, my life, at leaft, 
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is devoted to the fervice of the Company.” He ac- 
cordingly fet out, accompanied by fome native fervants, 
cairying the prefents, which conhfted of two chefts of 
opium, velvets, fine cloths, &c. Upon reaching the 
tent of the javanefe commander, De Klerk, in a looth- 
ing and complimentary fpecch, endeavoured to perl'uadc 
the general to pay a vifit to the commilTary at Scimarangp 
offering himfcif and his attendants as holtagcs, to remain 
in the camp j to this, after fomc hefitation, the general 
agreed ; and, going to Stwiarang, he was received with 
great ceremony and pomp, and with every mark of honour 
and fricndfhip, without perceiving any reafoii for fuf- 
picion or figns of referve In any of the members of the 
Dutch government. On his return in the evening, 
De Klerk was liberated, and font back with counter- 
prefents to the coinmiiTiry. By this means the general 
was lulled into a fatal fccurity, and he was foon induced 
to pay a vifit to the conimiflary at Suwarang without tak^ 
Hig any precautions for his fafety. This time, how'cvcr, 
he had no fooncr entered the fort, than he was told that 
he was a prifoncr, and he was immediately put on board 
a fhip, and fent to Iluavij, whence he was exiled to 6>y- 
4//, w'herr hr died. 


'fhe fortitude and addrefs which De Klerk had mani- 
feded on tliis occafion, gained him great reputation ; and 
he was fciit to command at Setdrahaya^ the cidcrnmon: 
pofiefhon of the Company in Javdy which was, at that 
jundurc, a poll of trull and ir^ortance. The prince of 
Madunjy who pretended to be Tf friend of the Company, 
had nearly gained polf.Hion of tlic whole of the dominioiia 
of the emperor, and It became ncccfiary to flop him in his 
career of aggrandisement. De Klerk was, therefore, 
directed to deliver a letter from the commiffiry to the 
prince, and to defire of him to reflore to the emperor his 
which he had taken pofTefTion 
of. Die prince made, at firft, many objeaions ; but ’ 
upon the flrong rcmonftrances of De Klerk, he, at lafl! 
promifcd to fatisfy the Company in this refpe^; His 
ambitious defigns, however, extending to the maflery of 
the whole caflern part of Javoy as far as BalambouattL it 
became his interefl to fecure, if poflibic, the favour of the 
chief of ^urahya, and he attempted to accomplifh this 
purpofe by the powerful aid of money. But he found 
Welf greatly deceived in this refpe^, and his ambitious 
® ® 3 defigns 
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(icfigM continued to be thwarted and fruftrated by the 
faithful De Klerk. It is ui'ual with many of the Indian 
princes, that, when they have conceived any difpleafurc 
againi^ the chiefs, or refi lcnts, of the Company, with 
wi-om they have to deal, they prefer complaints againft 
him to the iupreme government at Batavia^ requefting 
that he may be removed, and feme otlier appointed in his 
itcad } and, for fake of peace and poLcy, it is fome- 
times rcquiiitc to comply with fuch rrqujiU, although 
the perfon In queftion, be wholly blamelcfs. This was 
the cafe with De Klrrk \ he was ordered, on the ift of 
Augufl, 1743, back to Batavia^ moft probably at the 
Jnftance of tnc prince of Maduroy for no nraladminillra- 
tion coftld be laid to his charge. lie, howevtT, fo clearly 
and wholly vindicated himfclf to Governor Van Imhoff, 
^Ko yas juft come from Holland, that he was ftiortly 
afterwards fent back in a higher oiFice. 

there ftill remained many matters to adjuft with 
the javanefe princes, Mr. Vf.ryssel was again fent 
as commiffary in behalf of the Company, in order to 
direft and fettle affairs in an amicable manner; the 
Chinefc, too, ftill difturbed the country, in diftant corners; 
which, with other tilings, were the obje£ls detailed in an 
elaborate, but clear, memorial, whi^h was given to the 
comiqilhiTy. He left Batavia in the month of Auguft, 
^744, taking with him his friend Df. Klerk, who was 
appointed to the office of firft adnuniftrator .it Samarang ; 
1 ibtion which gave him opportunities of ingratiating 
himfclf ftill more with his patrons and employers. 

It being the obje£l of Governor Van Imhoff to intro^ 
ducc the farming of the territorial revenues in all the re-, 
fidencics along the uortheaft coaft of Javay he made 
choice of Mr. E. Sterrenburg to be commandant of 
that government at Samarnngy being a perfon of great 
ability, in whom he conceived that he could with fafety 
confide, for fiis aid towards the execution of the above 
favourite pi n. This geiulenua appeared to give great 
fatisfaflion during the firft two years of his adminiftra-» 
tion ; but when he began to complain in ftrong terms, by 
letters and rcfolutions, of the conduct of the farmers of 
the revenues, and thereby departed from the views of tlie 
introducer of them, the great attachment of the governor 
towards Stereenbui^C was foon changed into the bit« 
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Van Imhofi, unable to bear to have h\$ 4 efigni thus 
thwarted, refolved to go in perfon to the couft, in order to 
fettle all difputcs, as well as fhc queftion of the farms, t^ 
his own likings 

He went thither in March, 1746; an 4 Stprr^nbdrci 
foon felt tlic weight of his chfoleaftirc. 3jut De KlerIC 
was loaded wifh carefles and fecndlhip. 'fliis naturajlf 
produced a jealous mifunderftanding between Sterren- 
EURG and his fubordmate adminiilrAtor De Kecrk t an 4 
after the departure of Van Imhoff, the hatred, thus ex..- 
cited, was openly manifefted, by every fpccics of ill ufage 
which the fituation of STERR^i^synG enabled him to put 
in pradicc towards De Klerij:, The former, however, 
was dill left in the government, a^ Van Imhoff* flattered 
himfelf that he would after, and blindly ftjilfil the dcfirci of 
his excellency, to pulh the mcafurc of f^ayniing the reve- 
nues, whatever it might co{l| but in this expeiSlation he 
was much deceived. Sterrenburg continually remon<F 
itrated againif the iniquitous extortions of the farmersi, 
and was the vehicle of the complaints and reprefentations 
of the wretched Javanefc. on tJic fubjcfl of die tyranny 
4nder which they laboured. 

The confequehee of this was, that an entire change took 
place in the admin iftration of die ijorthcaft coaft or Java^ 
m March, 1747. Sterrenburg was difmifled from hif 
oiRce with wery mark of difgrace, and commanded to 
come to Batavia^ to anfwcr to the charge of difobedicnce 
and obftinacy, in contravening the orders of the fupremc 
Indian government. On the other hand, De Klerk was, 
on the fame day, promoted to the rank of Iccond in that 
government, by which he might have hopes of foon com-^ 
manding in thief over that rich and favoured country ; 
but he was not long afterwards called to fill another 
Aaiion, in which hb generous and noble charaifler wa$ 
fully difplayed. 

S ri.KRENBUKG was throwii in chains at Bafavl/t, and 
although the diredion at home, informed of thefe maN 
ters, and wanting to bring thefe diHcrcnces to a terminar 
tion, font out an order appointing hifn extraordinary coun^ 
fcllor of India, which w.is rccciveil at Batavia while he 
was under the mod rigorous confinement, yet the gover- 
nor and council came to a refolution not to acknowledge 
this appointment, but fent the unfortunate vldlim of the 
hatred of the governor, in compliance \vith a fcntcnce 
004 pronounced 
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pronounced upon him by the municipal government, 
exile, for five-and-twenty years, to Fort RtvengCy upori 
fhe idaiid of Pulfha^y in the province of Banda, 

Van Imhoff, not conkiitcd with this deep humiliation 
of a man for whom he had before cherilhed the warmell 
attathniCf.t, connived another means by which he hoped 
to render Ids life ilill more a burthen to 1 dm. He knew 
that 1)e Klfrk, wh^n adminiilrator at S.iwnrangy had 
fuffered much indhridty and vexation at the hands of his 
entmv, and that he, tliercforo, could not well fail of 
chcii/l ing an utter hatred for him. I)e Klerk was> 
thereft^re, .ppointed governor of Ihiudny vn the 30th of 
December, 1748, and no other expectations were formed 
than that he would fooii fhorten the days of his adverfary 
b / the ill ufage which he would now have it in his power 
to retort upon him. iSterrinei'uc could fcarcely enter- 
tain any other opinion ; ami cKptOcd the arrival of the 
new governor wiih difmay and dread. But never were 
expec^tations moie deceived. De Kierk, cn his arrival 
at BiifuLiy and when he was entering the haibour of 
received a letter from Ids exiled encmv, couched 
in the following terms : 

Sir, 

I congratulate you on your nnlval in this province. 
I coidiaily wilh and prey th.it the leuntiy may flouriHi 
under your .idmiinllraiiun. In rlie nitaii time I beg 
“ leave ro call to yoir remembrance the wtll-knowil 
faying of Solon ; and I remain, wdih perfed rerpccf^ 
Your moil obedient llrvant, 

“ E. S lEKRENDl RG.” 
The anfwer of De Ki lrk was ecpially in a laconic 
flyle, and in tliefe words ; 

Sir, 

1 am much obliged to you for the friendly congratu- 
htions contained in your letter of ydlcrday. It is not 
my cullojn to attack a ddencclefs encmv, and you may 
depend that I lhall make it a point, to lender ynr rc- 
fidence in this province a« cpmfoi table as polliblc. I 
fend you herewith, by provihon, a cafe of wine, two 
chcefe, and a birrel of butler; alfo the Litell newf- 
** papers from Holland. 'VVliencver you are in want of 
any thing, write freely to 

Your humble fervant, 

;i. De Klerk.’< 
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No Wca can be formed of the effect which this, and 
jmany fucceeding marks of friendfhip, had upon the heart, 
and upon tlic health and fpirits, of the baniflied Ster- 
RENBURG. His placc of cxilc became an abode of com- 
fort and plcafurc as long as De Ki.erk was in the go- 
vernment ; and he lived lor many years after the death of 
his enemy, V an hinoiF, in liberty and eafe. I hc 1‘entencc 
pafled upon him by the municipal government was rc- 
verfed, and he was declared innocent by the council of 
jufticc, before whom he folicited a rcvifion of the affair. 

Governor Di-: Ki.erk arrived in Bamla in good time. He 
found there a great fcarcity of rice, which w^is vciy dillrcir, 
ing to the poor inlrabitants. But he focn tlifeovered tJiat 
it was occalioiK'd by the rapacity of two or thpec mono- 
polies, who had largo quaiuiiics of rice on hand, and fold 
k to the neccllitous at an cimbitant rate. He foon con-f 
grained them to fell their grain at the ufu.il price ; he 
thereby naturally became endeared to the people j and he 
left no means untried to rcuder the province fomilhiiig 
and profitable. He paid particular attention to the parke^ 
riirsy the propiictofs, or Icflecs, of the nutnug-plaiita- 
tlons, aiul larger ijuantitios of nutmegs and mace were 
collided dining his adminillration than in former times# 
In fliort, he did much g(X)d to thoudi at the cx- 

pence of liis own jxickct, .md he left it in the year 1753, 
ainidll the bldlings and regret of the inhahit.ints. 

Returning to iSataviUy he married, on the ill of IVIhv, 
1754, Mib. Vehyssrl, the widow of his late friend, tile 
commillary, and he lived with her tor the fpaec of fix- 
and-twcnty years at Bd/avia, which is a very rare cir- 
cumllance a^ that place, where Europeans very fcldom 
live to celebrate their tiiver, and, almotl never, their 
golden, weddingdays** 

' Ifif a cuilom among the married Dutch, \\h( n they hve toge- 
ther f> I'jng, to celebrate with ijrtai rijoici.'.^, .oi l wnh a, much 
pemp aixl cncumftancc. as ihc fejari h rt the |Mr its will allow, 
tin. two iy-hfib, and tifncth, an uvtrfui ict of thrir noniig, j on 
vhith occilbm b 11 their friends and icltovci who wt c living; at the 
t;mc «f their anion, upd cm be alfcm Died, arc m pincular in- 
vited j .md rhclc jubilees arc called, thr fi»rnier the filvcr, and the 
latter the goltlcn, weddtngddV ; at the fi.ft, the marr.cd pair arc 
crowned with a filver crown, all the uicnfih and ornanunis nftd are 
of liiicr, or fuvtf-j/ilt, and a profufion of filver-paptr, and filver-tin- 
fcl, IS employed in decorations ; while, at the other, a go dt n crown 
i; madip ufc of, a»d every iluog gliitcri, mthc fame manner, with 
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The dircAion at home, well informed of his honour- 
able condu£i in Banda^ ordered him a pecuniary rccom- 
pence fur his zeal aad diligence in the colledlion of nut- 
megs and mace, and indemnified him thereby for the ex- 
pences he had himfelf incurred, in the difeharge of that 
duty. Such a difintcrefted adminiftration is not frequently 
to be obferved in Indi.s and Banda may be faid never to 
have been move llourillung under any former, or fuccecd- 
ing, governor. 

On the 30th of May, 1755, Mr. De Klerk took hit 
feat in the council of India, upon being appointed extraor- 
dinary counfellor. This affembly has the abfolutc con- 
troul over all the faclorics of tlie KalUIndia Company^ 
China aiuj the Cape of Good Hope excepted *, and it is an 
ancient cullom that the correfpondenee with the fcver.d 
fculerncnts is divided among the members, llie leal^ 
troublefome department was not allotted to De Klerk, 
He was cntruilcil with the correfpondenee of CV;/;//, the 
mod important cdabliihment of the Company in the well 
of India i and he managed this difiicult bulinefs, together 
witli ftveral other weighty oihees, for more tlian twenty 
years. 

Shoitly after Ids elevation to this dignity, the govern,, 
ment at Batavia received orders from home to form ^ 
general plan of economy and reform in the affairs of tho 
Con^pany, in all their Indian poircihons, which were tliei) 
already percclvetl to be in a very prejudicial lituation. A 
portion of this labour was committed to each niemberof thq 
council, and 1 )k Kllkk received Banda fur his lhare, and 
gave in an ample and claU)rato memorial vefpeding that 
important province, in t)tc year 1756, under the title of 
Radial Account of Banda \ it was fent to Holland, and 
obtained the fpceial approbation of the diredion at home| 
ami they particularly cxprcllcd their fatisfadion with it, 
and their defirc that the arrangements propofed in it 
fhould be put in pradice, by their general letter of the 
jo:h of Odober, 1758. 

De Klerk alfo, at one time, had the funerintendcncc 
of the hofpitals i but in the amelioration of thefc eftahlilh- 
m.mta, fo as to reduce tlie great mortality which pre- 
vailed, and Hill prevails, in thofij receptacles ot humar^ 
mifery, he had no better fucccls than any of his pre- 
degejiors, or fucccllbrs i the vaufcj however, feems to be 

jibqyc 



appendix. 


57 * 


ftbore the aft or wifibm of man, and to originate in the 
lineipmpled inWuhrity of the fpot. , ^ , 

In the mean time, he continued to keep the Ceylon cor« 
refpondence \vitli zeal and aaivity. An expeniive vr^t 
between the Company and the king of Camn, gave the 
council of India, and cfpeciaUy the fubjea of thefe me^ 
moira, nipch occupation : upon this occalion he uttered 
his fentiments without rcftralnt, and gave very free advice 
in the council, fuch as was repugnant to tl\e opinion cn tlic 
then governor general, Van der Parra, who was, there*, 
fore, wilhful to get rid of him. The governor general 
propofed to the council, that as, by the rcfignation of 
Governor Schreuder, Ceyhi Hood much in need of an- 
other able and vigilant head to fupply his place, 1 )e Keerk 
I hould be appointed to that government. He, however, 
excufed himlelf, upon the ground of his ignorance of the 
language, and his want of local knowledge j and, Ukewife, 
that the fatigue of fuch an appointment would be too 
great for him, who had already ferved the Company for 
the fpacc of hve-and-thirty years, out of which full twenty 
had been fpent in climates the moft noxious to his conili- 
tution, Inat government was accordingly given to his 
friend, Baron Van Eck, who fpcedily terminated the war 
pf Ceylon, by the taking of Candia, capital city of the 

^'"on the 28th of December, 1775, died the governor 
general, Pe TER Albert van der Parra, after an adm’t 
pidration of fifteen years*, and, by his death, Mr. Jere- 
miah van Riemsdyk, of Utrecht, who had, for eleven 
years, filled the important office of direaor-gencral, fuc- 
cceded to the fimrcmc management of alFairs in India; at 
the fame time, Db Klerk became dircaor general, after 
he had fat for twenty years in the council of India, without 
;uiy promotion, whjen is ctjually a rare thing, in this un* 

healthy place. , . , , 

His conduct in this office, as m all the others which he 
had borne, was both meritorious and difintcreflcd. The 
goal which he had fo long propofed to himfelf, as the tcr- 
^nation of his ardent puriuit, was now within his view, 
and it was not long before he received the reward of hi$ 
Jong fervices, and attained the ultimate objc£f of hit 
wi&ct, of his hopes, and of his ambition. Governor 
Yan Riemsdyk died on the 3d of October, 1777 > 

Dg XlhU sippowtcd, the <Uy afterwards, to 
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of ^vcmor general of the pofledions and eftalv. 
liihmcnts of the Ivaft India Company, of the Netherlands, 
in India. 11 hold here, a man raiiVd, by merit ;md con- 
duct, from ti c lowcft to the highclt Nation ! He ferved his 
emp^overs, for fifty years before his final elevation, with 
integrity ..ml fuf’cels, ami had filled many and important 
oHice^i ^yirh fidcl'ty amt honour. He was ll\ty-fevrn years 
of age wlien he buMme governor general, ya, at tliat 
time, and for a year ,uui a half afterwards, 1)C enjoyed his 
powers of mind, hi^ health, and llrength of body, unim- 
paired ; but his advanced age made him frequeiuly fay, 
** It is mufiard aficr njcat.” 

Notwithdanding the fhortnefs of his adminldration, he 
cfK’cK'd li#veral things, memorable in thcmfclves, and be- 
neficial to the Company. He brought lo a conclufion the 
war of wh’uJr hail been begun under the adml- 

ftirtration of bio immediate prcJereilor, by the redudion 
of He procured, from ihe king ol BantiitUy the 

idlion, to the Company, of the province!) of Lnndnk and 
in Ilorreoy where he e(fablilhed a refulcncy, and 
built a fort, called Punttana^ whence Itiey now receive 
diamonds, wax, and fago. He quelled the refradory 
fpirit of the inhabitants of the Molurcaiy by feizing upon 
the kings of Pid^re and Jimhiatiy whom he kept as llate 
prifoners at Pahu'uiy fending the hereditary prince of 
lidore in exile to Ci-^Ltiy while the government of thofe 
HI mds was placed upon the fame footing as that of Tlmi/r, 
and they w<.re rnitlorcd wholly dqx’adcnt upon, and 
feud.itory to, the Company. 

He dtahliihcd likewife, in April, 1778, the firft literary 
foclety of i^n/.nw, of which he was the prefident j and hq 
paid particular attention to matters of religion, encou- 
raging the dlahldhment of fchools, and endeavouring to 
cng.rgc clergymen of tthilities and learning to come to the 
Indies. 

J le bcftowcil a fignal favour upon the Jaccatra chiefs or 
native regents, by allowing tliem to liquidate, by degrees, 
and in the produce of the country, a huge fum of money 
which they owed to the commiflary of inland afialrs j as 
hkewife, by ap}X)intlng two members of the government 
to watch over the interefts of thofe regents, and to take 
care that they did not fuffer any opprcllion at the hands of 
the commilhuy, or of any one clfe. 

At die foiuc time, k ?ifo call his thoi^ghts upon a Urgi 

eucat 
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extent of uncultivated and defjrt tra£\^ of land, fituated 
In the interior parts of and hclonginjr to the 

Company ; lie caufed them to be fold, or dillributed 
among the Javanefe, by valuation, whereby he not only 
procured a pecuniary a(fvar\tage to the Company, but likc- 
wife contributed not a little to the promotion of agii- 
culture. 

He was not, however, without his faults *, and could 
not, in fomc inllanccs, bear much contraditVion or oppo- 
fitioii. Notwithllanding his great love of juflicc and 
equity, he was one time hurried into an unjulbhablc 
excels againll the council of juft icc j the prefident, and 
five ujembers of this body, \Vcrc removed from tlieir feats 
by him, on tlie pth of Oidober, 1 77'd, becaufc tlnfy lefufcd 
to give up fome original papers, relative to proceedings 
that had been inftituted before tlicm, and which they eon- 
fidered as fticred, and included within their oath of fccrecv. 
The dirc£lion in Holland too difapproved hereof, and or- 
dered thofc gentlemen to be rcinllated in their olliccs, 
and that they fhould receive their falarics from Uie time 
they had been depofed. 

Governor Dk Klerk was, othcryinre, a man ana!)le in 
his manners, unaftiiming in his condii^, and inimical to 
all external pomp and oltentation. Immediately after bis 
appointment, he intnnated to the members of ilu: council, 
that it was both improper and indecent, that either they 
Ihould ftop their carriages, wlien they clianccd to meet 
with his, or that they, or any one elle, Ihould Hand up in 
the churches, after the fcrvice had commenced, upon his 
coming in; both which regulations had foimerly been 
always enforced by the govcrnois general, and they were 
accordingly now aboliflied. 

He, moreover, introduced the regulation, that, thcucc- 
forward, no vifits of ceremony lliould be received, upon 
the acceffion of a governor general, from the javanefe 
regents and phnccs of the northcaft coaft, but that the 
homage, Ufually paid by them on fuch occalions, fliould 
be received by the governor of Httmaran^, Befides bis dif- 
inclinatioii for pomp and ceremony, be bad motives of 
policy for this meafurc : Bntavia was, at that time, very 
thinly inhabited, and weakly garrifoned, and the Javanelc 
princes were accuilomed to bring with them, on fuch oe- 
cafions, a numerous retinue of their countrymen, from 
wliofc treacherous difpofition danger might be ajipre- 

Kcndcd 
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bended to tJie city, on their perceiving the breakne^ 
its means of defence. 

It was not till one-and-twenfy months pofterior to his 
tcceflion, and after he had received the confirmation of 
his nomination from his ferene highiiefs the prince of 
Orange, as upper director of the Eaft-India Company, 
who wrote him a letter, in his own hand, congratulating 
him on his appointment, teftifying his cfteem,and recom- 
mending him, in particular, to keep up the fortifications 
and naval force of the Dutch in India, that Governor De 
Klerk would allow of his being publicly inftallcd in that 
charaAcr, which was done with the ufual ceremonies, on 
the lothpf July, 1779. 

From this time, however, his excellency, bending under 
the weight of age, began to decline, both in bodily health 
and in mental exertion. Although he naturally wiflied for 
repofc after liis long and a£>ive labours, his love of fame 
flill made him fay, that “ a governor general fiiould die 
with a fword in one hand, and a pen in the other/* In 
the month of Augull, 1779, he went to his country (cat, 
called Grogoly fituated about two Dutch miles foutheaft of 
Bataviay to fetch, as he exprefied himfclf, fome good 
health : in the fir ft days of his ft ay there, he feemed to be 
getting better, but he experienced an unexpected attack 
of illncfs, that was fuppofed would have been fatal to him j 
but he recovered a little by degrees, and then returned to 
his ufual rcfidencc at the Molmvliet, This attack had, how- 
ever, fo fubdued him, that he could not be prefent at the 
council table, nor attend to the other duties of liis office 
tivith any degree of accuracy. This debility made him 
apply to die council of India, on the i6th of March, 1 780, 
requeuing to be wholly exonerated from the duties of his 
ftatlon, until he Ihould recover his former faculties and 
memory, or till the diredion at home ftiould otherwife 
difpofe of the government. Mr. Alting, the thert 
diredor general, a man of great powers of mind, and 
^ell verlcd in the affairs of die government and com- 
merce of die Indies, was accordingly appointed to fulfil 
the duties of governor general i and he Readily took upon 
himfclf this heavy burthen, in addition to his other exten*' 
live and troublefome employment. 

Db Klerk now began to decb'ne from day to day; he 
at length entirely loft all powers of memory, and he died 
«n tho firft of l^tembcTi 17801 at the advanced age oi 

almoft 
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ilmoft fevcnty years. His body was carried, acconling 
to cuftom, to the caftle, w^hence it was conveyed, on the 
4th of that month, with the funeral pomp due to his rank, 
to the place of interment, the Dutch church, at Bntasmf 
where he was buried, next to hU late friend and early 
patron and protector, Veryssel. 
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